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BkitlSH AU^THQRITY IN BEN(5AL 


VlfDIB TRX OOVtKNMtNt Of» 

,M«. H.J\. STINGS. 


To make the following Papers intelligible 
<0 the Public, it may be neceflafy to in- 
troduce them by a fhort State of the 
Fails to ,which tljcy relate. 


x^tbOHohetf • 774 *' 

HEN Gen. Clavering, Col. Monfon, 
* V V and Mr. Francis, arrived in Bengal, 
found the Nabob Mahomad Keza Cawn, 
‘Who had for many year^ Tilled the htlPoffices 
jofitoftate, in. the greateft di^refs, and living 
in pKnalL {ninrabte near Calcutta, a pri- 
jboer at »krgr. • itt' had been divefted of his 
^ploymeius, and down a prifoner to 

l^al^ita, in a manher the mod difgraceful to a 
|KS!ibn.Df his hi^.rank, foon after Mr. Haft- 
jm^aaccellion tq the Government in May lyylSl 
were then brought againll him 
iKf embezzlement, mal-adminiiiration, &c. and 
B parti- 
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particularly of being concerned In ihonopollcs, 
which contributed to the famine. On thefc 
iharges he was publicly tried by the Prefident 
and Council : And notwithftanding the known 
and avov.xd dlfpolition of the Court of Direc- 
tors (as conftituted at that time) to acconiplilh 
his ruin-, and in fpite of the influence of.thfe 
Government in Bengal, he was -honourably ac- 
quitted, but not reinlbted. His^ccufers, .an^ 
their abettors, irritated at their defeat, left this 
great and good man, (for fuch he is, if ever 
a native of India defer ved that oharadter) over- 
whelmed with debts, and ruined by his long at- 
tendance in Calcutta, to *j)erilb in milery and 
oblivion; that is, to fufler all the penalties, 
except lofs of honoqi^ which could have been 
inflicted upon him, if his innocence had not 
been cflablidicd us clear as the Sun. 

In this condition he remained until the Com- 
pany’s orders of the 3d of Marcli, 1775, were 
received by tlie Governor General and Council. 
In their letter of that date they fay, “ that they 
“ are well plcafcd in finding him able to excul- 
“ pate himielf from all the charges brought 
“ againft him, to the fatisfaftion of their fcr- 
** vants.” They fay they can have no objeAion 
to his total enlargement ; and, in the end, 
.ilhey direft, that “ if he can, with propriety, 

accept of the office of Roy Royan, he ffiould 
“ be forthwith appointed thereto.” 


On 
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On the i8ch of 0£lobcr, 1775, the Gover- 
nor Gencnd and Council conQdering the gener&l 
jifitent of the preceding orders, and oblerving 
that the Court of Dire^ors had fallen into a 
miftake with refpefl: to the office of Roy Royan, 
which could not be held by a Muflulman, de- 
termined to recommend Mahomed Reza Cawn 
to that of Naib Subadar, on the fame principles 
which the Company tbemfelvcs had adopted, 
and precifeiy on rhe plan which they had po- 
fitivcly ordered to be purfued, in their letter 
of the 28th t)f Auguft, tyyij for the adminif- 
ftration of the affairs of the country '’govern- 
ment. The refolution of the Board was oppofed 
by Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, but highly 
approved of by the Court of Direftors. In 
their letter of the 24th of December, 1776, they 
fay, ** That his abilities have been fufficiently 
** manifeded ; that official experience qualifies 
** him for fo high a Ration, in a more eminent 
** degree than any other native with whom th? 
** Company has been connected : Th^t, as no 
** proofs of mal-adminiftration have been efta- 
** bliihed againft him, during the drift inveftl- 
** gation of his conduft, or lince his retire- 
“ ment, they cannot but approve of the Board's 
** recommendation of him to the Nabob, to con* 
“ ftitute him his Naib: That they are wcl^^ 
“ pleafed at his having received that appoint^ 
** ment ; and that they authorize the Board to 
f* glTure him of their favour.” 

B 2 Qt^ 
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On the 23d of February, 1778, a letter, in' 
the name of the young Nabob, Mobarick ul 
Dowla, notorioufly fabricated at Calcutta,* was 
produced at the Board. In this letter he is 
made to affert, that he is arrived at years of 
maturity, and to demand pofleflion of all the 
offices held by Mahomed Reza Cawn. The 2d 
of March was appointed, by agfeement, for 
taking it into confideration. On that day it 
was refolved, by a majority of the members 
prefent, that the Nabob's letter ffiould be re- 
ferred to the Court of Direftors for their deter- 
mination. 

On the 5th of March, the preceding refolu- 
tion was reverled by the calling voice of Mr. 
Mailings, united with that of Mr. Barwell, who 
attended ; and all the Nabob’s requilitions com- 
plied witli. 

On the 4th of May, the Nabob, wrote to 
the Governor to inform him, that he had ap- 
pointed Sudder ul Hoc Cawn (a jjoor fuper- 
annuated dependant of Mr. HaAings) to be his 
Naib, and Raja Gourd.'is (the fon of Nun- 
comar) to the office of the Nizamut. He alffi 
delired that the lalary allotted by the Company 
to the fupport of a Miniftcrof the Government, 
and lately enjoyed by Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
might be diftributed in the following manner ; 


To 
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To his mother-in-law, Munny Begum, 72,000,0 i 
To his mother Baboo Begum, - 36,000,0 ; 
To Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, - * 7 S,ooo,o • 
To Gourdofs, - - - - 72,000,0 

Sicca Rupees, 2,58,000,0 

It is to be obferved, however, that this fum 
exceeds the amount of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s 
falary by 1 8,000 rupees, which the Nabob de- 
fires may be given by the Board, in order that 
his own revenues may fuffer no diminution. 

On the iith of May, 1778, all thefe requefts ■ 
were complied with by the majority. The i 
Company’s orders, on the parts of this tranfac- j 
tion which had come to their knowledge, were i 
received at Calcutta the 13th of November,! 
1779. The following extrafts from their letteif j 
of the 4th of February, 1779, contain an exaft i 
copy of them. 


ExtraSt 
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Extras of Company's General Letter to BengaU 
dated the February, 1779. No. I. 

Paragraph 8. 

Wc by no means approve your late proceed- 
ings on the application of the Nabob Mobareck 
111 Dowlah for the removal of the Naib Soubah- 
dah. The rcquifition of Mobareck ul Dowlah 
was improper andunfriendly,becaufehemuft have 
known, that the late appointment of Mohamed 
RezaKawn to theofficeof NaibSui ihd4h[Minif- 
ter] had been marked with tjie Company’s fpe- 
cial approbation, and that the Court of Direc- 
tors had aflured him of their favour, fo long as 
a lirm attachment to the Company’s intereft, and 
a proper difeharge of the duties of his ftation, 
would render him worthy of their proteftion. 
We therefore repeat our declaration, that to re- 
quire the dirmifTion of a prime niinifter thus 
circumftanced, without producing the fmalleil 
proof of his infidelity to the Company, or ven- 
turing to charge him with one inftance of mal- 
adminiftration in the difeharge of his ' public 
duty, was improper and inconfiftent with the 
friendihip fubfilling between the Nabob of BeD< 
gal and the Company. 

Paragraph 9. 

Admitting the Nabob’s complaint, that Ma- 
homet Reza Kawn is not connected with him by 
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relative ties, to be well founded, it by no means 
follows that he has been deficient in duty or fin- 
cet\‘ attachment to him, or that his power is op- 
prelTive and diflionourablc to the Nabob and his 
family ; nor can allertions of this nature, unat- 
tended by proof, have any weight with us. 

PAR-tORAPH lO. 

In regard to the Nabob’s claim, to take 
charge of his ow n affairs merely becaufe he is of^ 
age and thinks himfelf capable of condufling 
them, \VG find it declared by- one of your mem- 
bers and not contradifted, that he knew with 
certainty, that the Nabob is in his own perlbn 
uttcrl) incapable of executing any of thofe of- 
fices which were deemed of eflcntial importance 
to the welfare of the country-, and we are forty 
to find that neither this declaration, nor the Pro- 
tefts of two Members of the Council, feem to 
have been thought worthy of an aiifwet by the 
majority of the Board. 

Paragraph ii. 

The Nabob hopes from your favour and juf- 
ticc, to be delivered from the authority of Ma- 
homet Reza Khan. He ventures to declare the 
Company fokly indebted to the warm fupporc 
of his anceftors for their prefent greatnefs and 
advantages. He claims the management and 
adminillration of the Soubahdafrie as his right, 
and fays it will be highly inequitable in the Com- 
pany to refuie their approbation to his nequeft. 

I BARAiOSjSrH . 
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Paragraph 12. 

We pafs over thefe extraordinary fuggeflions 
of the Nabob without reply; only oblcrving, 
that in juftice to him and ourfclvcs, we muft 
take the beft care in our power of the peace 
and internal good government of the country ; 
and we are not dilpof-d to hazard the effefts 
which might be occafioncd by committing the 
entire management thereof to his inexperience, 
without enjoining him to accept fuch afliftanee, 
and to employ fuch minifters •>bout his perfon, 
as may be deemed neceflary ca the part of the 
India Company. 

Paragraph 13, 

The 23d of February we find the Nabob’s 
letter and a queftion thereon was circulated to 
the different members of the Board for their opi- 
nions to be taken at the next meeting of Coun- 
cil, which meeting happened on the 2d March ; 
but one of the members being indifpofed, did 
not attend at that Board. 

Paragraph 14. 

We have carefully noticed your debates upon 
the fubjeft. The refolution of Council of that 
day, that the Nabob's -letter ihould be referred 
to the Court of Direftors, for their decifion, 
and that no refolution ihould be taken in Ben- 
gal on his requifitions without our ipecial orders 
and inftru<aions, appears to us very proper: 

we 
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we muft therefore exprefs our difapprobation 
on finding the faid refolution refeinded, on the 
frivolous pleas urged by the majority of the 
Board three days afterwards. 

Paragraph 15. 

If the abfence of a member of Council were 
fufficient to preclude the dilculfion of any fub- 
je£l which might have been referred for con- 
fideration by a former Board, or to invalidate 
refolutions taken during fuch abfence, it would 
be in the’ power of any member effeftualiy to 
defeat the ends propofed by the inftitution of a 
Council, and to put a total Hop to public bufi* 
nefs. We fliall not wafic time in refuting claims 
of privilege advanced on this occafion, becaufe 
they appear to us unworthy of confidcration, 
and beneath all argument. 

Paragraph 16. 

The Nabob having intimated that he had re- 
peatedly dated the trouble and uneafinefs which 
he had differed from the Naibfhip of the Niza- 
mut -being veded in Mahomed keza Khan, we 
obferve one of the members of your Board de- 
fired the Nabob's repeated letters on the fubjeft 
might be read i but this reafonabie requed was 
over-ruled, on a plea of faving the Board’s time, 
which we can by no means admit as a fufficient 
objeftion. 
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Paragraph 17. 

'_The Nabob’s letters of the 25th and 30th of 
i!LQg;uT(, of the 3d of September and 17th ot 
November, leave us no doubt of the true de- 
fign of this extraordinary bafinefs being to bring 
forward the Muniiy Begum, and again to inveft 
her with improper power and influence, not- 
withftanding our former declarations, that fo 
great a part of the Nabob’s allowance had been 
embezzled or mifapplied under her fuperinten- 
dancc. 

Paragraph 18. 

Inftcad of your declaring that the Nabob's 
demands were grounded on pofitive rights, 
which will not admit of difeuflion j that the 
Nizamut is his inheritance ; that the dependants 
of the Nizamut, Adawlet, and Phoufdarry ap- 
pertain to that inheritance i that as he is pleafed 
to demand and allcrt the pofitive rights of his 
office as Nizam of the provinces, there is no 
ground for denying his requeft; and that a re- 
ference to the Company would be an evafion 
unbecoming the honour of government, the 
Nabob might have been reminded that a Naib 
Subahdar was appointed, and the office conti- 
nued without interruption or objeftion during 
the government of his anceftors, who muft have 
been fuppoled more capable of governing the 
provinces than a youth of twenty years of age. 


Para- 
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Paragraph 19. 

You have requefted this unexperienced young 
man to permit all the prefent Judges and Of- 
ficers of the Nizamut and Foujedarry, Adawlets, 
or courts of criminal jufticc; and alfo all the 
Foujedars or officers appointed to guard the 
peace of the country to continue, in office until 
he, thcNabob, ffiail have formed a plan for a new 
arrangement of thofe officers ; and it is with 
equal furpriae and concern that We obferve this 
requeft introduced, and the Nabob’s oftenfible 
rights lb folemnly allcrted at this period by our 
Governor General, becaufe, on a late occafion, 
to ferve a very different purpofe, he has not 
fcrupled to declare it as vifible as the light of 
the fun, that the Nabob is a mere pageant, and 
without even the lhadow of authority. No 
circumilance has happened (ince that declaration 
was made to render the Nabob more inde- 
pendent, nor to give him any degree of power 
or confcquence j you muft therefore have been 
well apprized that your late coneeffions to 
Mobareck ul Dowlah were unneceffary, and as 
fuch unwarrantable. 

Paragraph 20. 

As we deem it for the welfare of the country 
that the office of Naib Soubahdar be for the 
prefent continued, and that this high office be 
C 2 filled 
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filled by a perfon of wifdom, experience, and of 
approved fidelity to the Company j and_ as we 
have no reafun to alter the opinion given of 
Mahomed Reza Khan, in our letter of the 
24th December 1776, we pofitivcly direct, 
that you forthwith fignify to the Nabob, Mo- 
bareck ul Dowlah our plcafure, that Mahomed 
Reza Khan be immediately reftored to the 
office of Naib Sou brthdar; and wc further di- 
reft that M ihomcd Reza Khan be again afiured 
of the continuance of our f vor lo long as a 
firm attachment to the intcrt i of the Company, 
and a proper difcharge of the duties of his fta- 
tion ffiall render him worthy of our proteftion. 


London, 4th of February 1779. 


Extras 
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Extras from the Proceedings of the Board. 

Pub. Dep. Confult. 22 Nov. 1779. 

Sir Eyr* Coote, abfcnt. 

Mr. Barwell, retired. 


A^. Francis. I move that the Company’s 
orders, for the immediate reinftatement of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn in the offices he held in 
January 1778, be carried into execution, and 
that a copy of the laft paragraph of the Com- 
pany’s letter of the 4th of February 1779, toge- 
ther with an exaft Perfian tranflation thereof, be 
tranfmitted^to the Nabob Mobarruck ulDowla, 
and to Mahomed Reza Cawn, with a requifl- 
tion on the part of the Governur General and 
Council to the Nabob, to conform to the in- 
jun< 5 tions of the Court of Dircflors exprefled in 
that paragraph. This motion of courfe fup- 
pofes that the Governor General lhall be rc- 
quefted to fignify the refolution of the Board on 
this fubjed, in the ufual manner, by Letter to 
the Nabob. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Wheeler. I agree to the motion. 

Governor General. I muft beg leave to decline 
an immediate anfwer to the motion, which I 
will deliver at our next meeting, which it has 
been agreed fhall be held to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Francis. 1 muft beg that a formal refo- 
folution on the motion may be taken now. It 
could not be unexpeAed, and the more fo, as 
1 particularly requefted Mr. Harwell to ftay. 
I cannot therefore be fufpefted of vant of can- 
dor in prefling for the refolution now. I came 
determined to propofc it. 

Governor General. Since Mr. Francis, taking 
an advantage of the ablence of one of the mem- 
bers, h.is infiftcd on an immediate decifion of 
the queftion, I am compelled to give my affir- 
mative or negative to it. I have declared that 
1 am not come prepared to deliver my opinion 
upon a fubjedl of fo much delicacy, and in- 
volving fo many confequences. I fliould have 
been glad to have been allowed fome time to 
confider the nature and tendency of the order, 

, and to have accommodated the execution of it 
to all the circumllances which ought to be taken 
into confideration in the determination upon it : 
the time that I have required is but the fhort 
interval between this hour of three in the after- 
noon, and the hour of ten to-morrow niorning} 
I however. 
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however, as this privilege is now denied me, 
1 fhall in this place, and at this time, fimply 
content myfelf with delivering my negative to 
the motion in the terms in which it is made. 

Mr. Francis. I could have no idea of avail- 
ing myfelf of Mr. Harwell’s abfence. Every 
Gentleman at the Board I believe heard me 
folicit him to (lay ; much lefs could I have a 
view of furprizing the Governor General on a 
J'ubjedl on which he pight be unprepared. The 
Company’s Letter was received on Saturday the 
13th inflant, though it has happened that I my- 
felf did not fee it till Friday lad. 


Refolved in the affirmative. 


Council^ 
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Council^ 23 A'fiv. 17,79* 

PRESENT, 

The Governor General, 

Mr. Barwell, 

Mr. Francis, 

Mr. Wheler. 

‘I'bt Governor General me .cs, That the 8thi 
9th, loth, &c. to 20th paragraphs of the 
leparatc general letter by the Barker, dated the 
4th February, 1778, with Mr. Francis’s motion, 
and the refolution of the Board thereon be again 
read. Agreed. 

The Governor General moves. That the Opi- 
nions of the Board be taken, whether the above 
refolution fliall be approved. 

Mr. JVbeler. 1 fliould be glad to afle the 
Governor General, whether he makes this motion 
upon the principle of confirming the minutes 
of the former Council, or on account of the 
abfence of Mr. Barwell at the time when the 
Queftion was debated ? 

The Governor General. I have put the quef- 
tion in conformity to the conftitution and adual 

cxifting 
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exiting rule of this Government, that all 
3(51$ and orders pafTed at any meeting of the 
Board fliall' be approved in the fuccceding 
Council, to give them their fanction j and I 
avail myfclf of this right, on account of the 
advantage which was yellerday taken on account 
of Mr. Barwell’s abfence. 

Mr. JVheler. I am very Parry to be under the 
necefilty of obferving, that akiiough I have had 
the honour of fitting at tins Board near two 
years, it is, to the beft cf my recolle(5tion, the 
very firlt inftance that the order, neceflTary to 
give a fiinftion to our proceedings, as deferibed 
by the Governor General, has been complied 
with, in the fenfe I believe it is now meant. I 
fee no occafion for the prefent queftion, and 
therefore I am againft it. 

'The Governor General. It is not ncccflary that 
this form Ihould be obferved in every inftance. 
It is always fuppofed, when the Members of the 
Board tacitly agree to the omifTioiy of it, the for- 
mular preface of every confultation being fuffi- 
eient to imply it. 

Mr. Wbeler. The minutes of every Board or 
Public Aflcmbly that I have had the honour to 
attend, are conrtantly read at a lubfequent meet- 
ing of fuclt Board or Afiembly, in order that 

every 
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tfcrj member may be fully fa(isEa4 that what 
he has fiud or entered upon the records is faich> 
fully reprefented or tranlcribed. But I know 
not a (ingle indance when the minutes of any 
i^ard or ABembly have been read at a fubfe- 
quent meeting with a view to overfct the refolu-' 
tions of a former meeting » if that was admitted 
in numerous alTemblies, no queftion could ever 
be finally decided. The objection, in my opi- 
nion, if it is fo meant, holds equally ftrong, and 
I am convinced will be treated with equal difguft 
by our fuperiors, as they have already treated an 
n^not very difllmilar to tlw. 

Mr. Francis. The refolution taken yefterday was 
legal and compleat} it wants no confirmation, 
chough it may be reverfed. The official form 
obferved in the proceedings of i former Go- 
vernment, and continued under ours, is merely 
a form i and fo little is it ever regarded, that the 
orders of one Council are conftantly executed, 
if the time permits, befor<p the meeting of the 
pexb 

Mr. 'Wheler has aifigned the true and only 
reafon for the obfervance of fuch a form : what- 
ever u& or convenience there may be m continu- 
ing to obferve it, it cannot operate againft a 
pofitive provifion of an aft of Parliament, made 
jfince the form in queftion was foil inftituted, and 

whkhj 
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whichf 6f courfi^ fuperfedes it, if in reaUtjr lc 
h2d ever had the eSeft and operation which 
the Govtfnor General now attributes to it. 

The law fays, ** That in all calea whatfoever, 
** wherein any diflTerence of opinion ihall arile 
** upon any queftion propofed in any confulta- 
** tion, the Governor General and Council 
'* dhall be bound and concluded by the opinion 
*' and deciiion of the major part of thofe prc" 
•* fent.”-‘~— The conclufion, by which the 
Council is bound, is inftant and abfolute } there 
is no reference to the confirmation of a fub* 
fcquent meeting. 1 am forry the Governor 
General fhould repeat an objedion, already, as 
1 think, compleatly anfwered. I am not to 
blame if Mr. Barweil, notwithftanding my ur- 
gent requelt to the contrary, left the Board yef- 
terday at an early hour. 1 Ihould have been 
much better pleafed if he had (laid, becaufe I 
ihould then have had the labour of one debate 
only, inftead of two. On this fubjed I need fay 
nothing more, fince the Court of Diredors 
themfelves have taken it up in a iimilar inftance, 
and given their opinion decidedly upon it, in 
the 1 5 th paragraph of the letter now before us, 

A&. Barweil. Had the refolution fintfdy 
gone to the execution of the Company's orders, 
&om the fentiments delivered by the Governor 
General at the laft meeting, the prefehc queftion 
would 
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to Mr. Francis’s motion ftrikes me as confined 
CO the mode that motion prcfcribes for carryiiig 
chofe orders into execiuion. Mr. Francis’s mo- 
tion, in tny opinion, conveys fuch fentiments 
as are not authorized by tlte Company’s letter. 
In the body of the motion 1 find tbele words, 
“ with a requifition of the CSovernor General 
and Council to the Nabob, to conform to the 
injunctions of the Court < f Directors.” I know 
of no injunflions that the Court have laid on 
the Nabob, and I imagine the u -' Of any often- 
five terms or improper management on a fubjedl 
of fo delicate a nature, would be highly repre- 
henfible. I therefore vote for refeinding the 
refolution of the lalt Council, fo far as regards 
the mode of executing the orders of the Coun- 
cil, but no farther. 1 agree to the motion, that 
the order be executed, but am for leaving the 
manner of doing it to the diferetion of the Go- 
vernor General. From nothing that the Go- 
vernor General has urged in the courlc of the 
debate of yefterday, do .1 perceive the lealt dit 
pofition in him to decline the inftruftions which 
the Court of Diredlors have been plealed to give 
relative to a Naib Soubah. 

Governor GencraL With all the refpeft and 
fubmidlon, which 1 owe and fi%l for the autho- 
rity of the Court of Diredtors, 1 muft declare, 
that I (hall not yield, even to that authority , in 
any inllance, in which it (ball require my con- 

cellion 
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ceflion of the rights which I hold under an aft 
of Flrliainent. Thofc rights are formal obli* 
gations, with which I am not permitted to dif* 
penfe j neither can I optionally relinquilh my 
own claim to a praftice which was followed by 
Mr. Francis himfelf, when he formed one of the 
majority of the Council^ and which receives the 
approbation of the Court of JDireftors them- 
lelves. I acknowledge the obligation I owe to 
Mr. Francis for the trouble he has taken in 
helping mo to one inftance in confultations 
14th September 177^, in which a refolution 
paired at the preceding confultations, wliich was 
contrary to the fenfe and general tenor of the 
meafures propofed by the ruling members of the 
Board, was refeinded by a following motion, for- 
mally introduced and made by myfelf. If 
this mode is illegal or irregular, it was equally 
fo as at that time *, but Mr. Francis then made 
no objeftion to it, but, in the opinion deli- 
vered upon my motion, limply faid. He thought 
the order Ihould be repeated. I recolleft alfo, 
that in a fimilar inftance motions were made, 
either by Mr. Francis or by the other members 
of the majority in concert with him, for read- 
ing and confirming the proceedings held by 
them during the abfence of Mr. Barwell and my- 
felf, both in this and in the revenue department. 
I will not take up the time of the Board in look- 
ing out for the inftances, but fhall defire the 
P 3 feerctary 
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fccretary to annex them to this minute. The 
evident intent of thefe motions was to authen- 
ticate all the afts which were conlidered bjr the 
members of the majority as the legal afts of the 
Board, but were disputed and difavowed by Mr. 
Harwell and myfelf ; and, by obtaining fuch a 
formal approbation of them, to remove the ob- 
jeAions which had been made, or which might 
lie againft their validity. Refpefirng the que- 
ftion now before the Board, I difapprove of the 
Refplution, as not being warranted by the Or- 
ders of the Court of Directors : and 1 think it 
y^ould be difingenuous and unjufl; in this Board 
to exceed the pofitive orders of the Company, 
in annulling a concelllon made by them to the 
Nabob, and acknowledged as his due. 

Mr. Francis, The Governor General has very 
fully proved a propofition which has never been 
difputed that a refolution taken at one Board 
may* be reverfed at the next, I miift have loft 
my memory and my fenfes if 1 had denied it. 
I do not make profellion of fuch extraordinary 
t:andour, as to furnilh an opponent with argu- 
ments againft myfelf. In pointing out to the 
■Governor General the confultation-of the 15th 
September 1775, I meant to give him an in- 
ftance in point, which I thought eftabliihed a 
concluAon direftly the reverfe of that which he 
■has drawn from it. The Court of Diredors 
will find, in the proceedings of that day, that 1 
entered a Difient and Froteft againft a Kciblution 

taken 
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^aketi at the preceding Council, but thit I n^* 
thcr^ifpuced its validity, nor propofed to re- 
verie, or even to reconlider it. The propofition 
for that purpofe came from the Governor Gene- 
ral hitnfelf, and was ftriftly regular and legal. 
It would have been in point had he proved that, 
in the csfe in queftion, I infilled that the relblu* 
tion of the preceding day wanted the confirma- 
tion of the next, and that on that ground 1 had 
propoied to reconlider it. With refpeft to the 
prelent qucftion, the inllance proves nothing. 
In the other examples quoted by the Governor 
General, and which I perfeAly remember, the 
fa^t was this : The legality of the feparate meet- 
ings held by General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
fon, and myfelf was exprefsly and formally de- 
nied. That reafon alone, I prefume, induced 
General Clavering to propoTe, and Colonel Mon- 
Ibn and mylclf to agree, that the refoiutions 
taken in fuch feparate meetings Ihould be con- 
firmed at the next full meeting of the Board. 
Whether fuch confirmation was neceflary or not, 
the example does not fupport the Governor Ge- 
neral’s argument. The quellion now is. Whe- 
ther a£ls done at a meeting of the Board confef- 
fedly regular and legal, require any fubfequent 
confirmation } not. Whether fuch meeting was 
or was not- in itlelf legal. But, letting afide this 
fort of argument j precedents prove nothing 
a pofitive rigbr, elpccially where that 
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right iciHf is not in iiTue. We may go on for 
any length of time, by negligence or agrctynent, 
in following forms which nobody regards. The 
queftion is not fairly in ilTue, until they are for> 
mally infiflied upon and denied, and fome im« 
portant ufe attempted to be made of them. If 
the motion I made yefterday did not correfpond 
with the Governor General’s idea of the fcnfe of 
the Company’s orders, I Ihould have held myfelf 
indebted to him for any amendment he might 
have thought fit to propofe; rnd afiuredly I 
fiiould have given it the mofi; relpiAful atten* 
tion. The profound filence he obferved made 
it impolTible for me to judge whether his objec- 
tion went to the whole of the motion, or to any 
part of it, or merely to the form propofed of car- 
rying the Company’s orders into execution. 

Governor General. Whatever doubts were en- 
tertained of the legality of the afts done by a 
part of the Board, after my declaration of the 
difiblution of the aftual meeting, thele doubts 
were not entertained by Mr. Francis, who de- 
clared the adls to be legal*, therefore, with 
refpefl: to him, the fubfequent motion and order, 
to read and approve their proceedings, could not 
be confirued as intended to give them that le- 
gality which they wanted, though they might be 
covertly intended fo, by the application of an 
ancient confiitutional form to that effefl;. Bqt 

; will 
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.1 will here tlofe my pare of the ar^ment, finch 
1 perceive that we dtfpute only on words, 
Mr. Francis admitting that a rdblution taken 
at one Board may be reverfed at the hekt. I 
ofier to his option that motion which 1 haVe 
already made, or the motion which I hoW make. 
That the former refolution be reverfed. And I 
hereby declare my. opinion for reverfing th» 
former refolution. Mr. Harwell has already 
done it in terms. I confers that in this pro- 
pofal I am irregular, but 1 had rather incur that 
imputatiorf than fuffer the time of the Board to 
be any longer wafted by a ffuitlcls and a verbal 
difputc. 

In this place I (hall beg leave to contraft my 
own conclu<5t with Mr. Francis's; that, fince I 
have been a member of this or any other go«» 
vernment, I have never, in one fingle inftance, 
if I may truft to my own memory, and the 
fulleft conviction of what I afiert, defeended to 
a praClice which I ihould have held unworthy 
of my own principles, of which 1 have had too 
frequent occafion to complain in Mr. Francis, 
by taking the advantage of an occafional and 
accidental majority to carry any meafure con- 
trary to the fenfe of the ruling members. Even 
in the firft inftance, which I have quoted, 1 
introduced a queftion, for the fake of giving 
confiftenfcy to the orders of the Board, although 
it was productive, and fo intended, of the repeal 

E of 
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<»f 8 idbltttion of the Board, which had received 
my concurrence at the former meeting of 

Mr, Frantis. I objeA to both the motions, 
though for different reafons. 1 objeft to rever- 
fing the refolution of the laft Board, becaule 1 
deem it a moft unwarrantable exerciie of a power, 
the exiflence of which I am obliged to admit. 
No fpecific reafon is yet aligned for it. To 
the latter part of the Governor General's laft 
minute 1 lhall only fay, that I hop ^- 1 fhall not 
always fuffer in a comparifon between his prin- 
ciples of aftion and mine. If he has had too 
frequent occafion to complain of my taking ad- 
vantage of accidental majorities, the word fre* 
quent muft refer to more ihftances than two. 
It will reft with him to produce more inftances, 
if there are any. I myfelf know of none, in 
which he has loft any queftion by Mr. Barwell's 
abftnce, but that of the one before us, and the 
former one of the ad of March 1778, the 
lame fubjefl. The refolution which the Go- 
vernor General propoled tohavereconlidered on 
the 14th of Sept. 1775, interrupted a leries of 
meafures formed on a different principle. 1 
think be did right in propoling to reconfider it. 
T^ is a fingle a^ which has no conneSiion 
with any thing elfe. 

Refohfdt That the refolution of yefieiday be 
reverfed. 


rbt 
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'Tl^voerMr General ** That thepk»> 
** fure of the Court of Diredtors, fignified in 
** the noth Paragraph of the general letter of 
** the 4 th February laft» and theaflurance therm 
** diredled to be given to Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
** be communicated to the Nabob Mobaredc 
** ulDowlah in the words of the general letter,**, 

Mr, Francis. I have no objedUon to tlie mo- 
tion as iut as it goes ; but, if the communica- 
tion of uhc Company’s intern ions be not accom- 
panied by a formal requilicion from this govern- 
meiit, ir is not iiDpolTible that they may be de- 
feated. 1 tl'.erefore move the following additmn 
to the motion, “ T^t the Governor General be 
** requeued to fignify to the Nabob Mobareck 
** ul Dowlah, in the ufual form, the requilition 
** of the Governor General and Council, for his 

immediate compliance with the pleafure of 
** the Court of Diredtors.” 

Mr. IVheeUr. I agree to the motion, and liker 
wife to the amendment. 

Mr. BarweU* J agree to the motion, I can^ 
not be a judge of the terms that Mr. Francu 
would have ufed in the letter propo&d to be 
written by the Governor General to the Nabob 
from the general terms in which his amei^meat 
is exprefiEed. The Governor General can have 
£ 2 no 
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tio obje^ioo to fubmit the terms', in which 
he makes the communication of the Comp^my’s 
fentiments to the Nabob and Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, to the Board before the letters ihall be 
fent. If thofe are at all defcftive, fuch addi- 
tions may be propofed to them, as, in the judg- 
ment of any of the members, may appear ncccf- 
fary. I think Mr. Francis is premature in fol- 
lowing the Governor General’s motion with 
another. It feems to fpeak fome preknowledgc 
of the difficulties to which ct government is 
fubjefted, and that no fmall degree of coercion 
muft neceflarily fupport the recommendations 
of the Company. I give my vote fimply for 
the Governor General’s motion, referving my 
opinion for any amendments that may be offered 
to the letters propofed to be written, when fuch 
are offered in prccife terms, as effential to anfwer 
the intentions of the Company, and confiftcnf 
with thofe intentions. 

Mr. Francis. The motion is confined to a 
bare communication of the Company’s orders j 
how it may operate I do not know j but, as 
this government is the medium through tyhich 
til the Company’s orders arc carried into execu- 
tion, k feems to me unufual at leaft, to leave 
them, in this Angle inftance, to execute ihem- 
felves. As for the reft, I have no diftruft of 
fhe l^abob^ and hope he will comply with them. 


Geverttcr 
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• Gmerntr General, 1 agree to the queftion.. 
I to the amendment. My reafons haim 

been aifigned in the preceding minutes ^ I will 
not therefore repeat them. 

Refohedy In the terms of the Governor Ge- 
neral’s motion. 


Cfffiy ef a Letter propefed by the Governor General 

to be voritten to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowkh 

• 

** A Letter having been received from the 
“ Honourable Court of Diredors by the (hip 
“ lately arrived from Europe, in which they 
** have thought proper to fignify their pleafure, 
** that Mahomed Reza Khan be immediately 
“ rellored to the office of Naib Subah, and to 
dired that he be again aflured of the continu- 
** ance of their favor, fo long as a firm attach- 
“ ment'to the intereft of the Company, and a 
“ proper Difcharge of the Duties of his ftation 
ihall render him worthy of their protedion 
it becomes my duty therefore, in compliance 
with their orders, to communicate the fame to 
your Highnefs. 

The fame to Mahomed Reza Khan, mutatis 
iniitandis. 

■November, 1779. 


Mr. Francis. 



I 30 J 

Frmuis. 1 do notdifapprove of the Lct« 
ter to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, as faf as 
it goes, except that the whole of the laft para> 
graph of the Company’s Letter of the 4 th of Fe- 
bruary ihould be recited in it. But 1 think that 
this recital fhould be followed by a formal re- 
quifition on the part of the Governor General 
and Council, demanding his compliance with the 
Company’s pleafure. I have no perfonal diftruft 
of the Nabob, but he is too young and inexpe- 
rienced to judge for himfelf; nornm I fure that 
very dangerous advice may not be given him by 
fome perfons immediately interelled in the ar- 
rangement of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s offices and 
falary. The communication of the Company’s 
pleafure, in its prefent form, appears to me ir- 
regular, and I believe it to be wholly unprece- 
dented. The authority of the Court of Direc- 
tors over the government of thefe provinces 
(which in effieA is that of the nation over a de- 
pendent dominion) docs not a£t diredly and 
immediately on the things or perfons fubjeft to 
it in India, but always through the medium of 
their local reprefentatives. The omiffion of the 
ufe of this medium, in a lingle and in fo remark- 
able an inftance, may poffibly fugged to the 
Nabob or his advifors, that there is a reluctance 
in the Governor General and Council to exe- 
cute the Company’s orders, and furnifh them 

with 
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with ibme formal pretence for not complyit^ 
with ^hem, which otherwife would not be at- 
tempted. 

For thefc reafons 1 deem the propofol letter 
eflentially defcitive and incomplete, and am 
therefore asalnll it. 


TranJIatien of a Letter from the Nabob Moha- 
reci. ul Dmlab^ iuclofed in a Letter from the 
Rejident at the Durbar^ dated the loth, and 
received the \<ith of December, 1779. 

I have been favoured with your friendly let- 
ter under date the atft of Zccaide. 

You write, « that a letter has been lately re- 
“ ceivcd from the Court of Direftors, cxpief- 
“ fing tlieir pleafurc that the Nabob Maho- 
“ mcd Reza Khan be reftored to the office of 
« Naib Subah.” 

My Patron I When the aforefaid Nabob was 
firft appointed to the Naib Subahfhip, it was en- 
tirely on this account, that by leafbn of my 
tender age I could not tranfad my own affairs 
in perfon, but required the affiftance of a Naib. 
When I became of age there was no further oc- 
cafion for a Naib, and I accordingly wrote you 
on the fut^eft, and informed you that 1 yrould 

take 
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take on raylelf the management of my owtt 
affairs, and had no further u(e for a NaiU; and 
as this was perfectly reafonable, you, in council, 
gave your fanftion thereto, and favoured me 
with a letter, authorizing me to take the admi- 
niffration on myfclf, and to difmifs the faid Na* 
bob, which was accordingly done; and from 
that time to the prefent, the affairs of the Ni- 
zamut, Foujcdarec, and Adaulet dependant on 
the Nizamut have been conduced on that plan 
by my authority. The letter b;ely received 
from the Court of Direflors, fignifying their 
pleafure that the faid Nabob be reftored to the 
Naib Subahlhip, fills me with the greateft afto- 
nilhmcnt, nor can I penetrate the motive of it. 
Perhaps the circumftance of my having arrived 
at years of maturity has not yet reached the ears 
of the Court of Direftors in Europe j and npt- 
withllanding the number of children and de> 
pendents which I have, they {till reckon me an 
infant; oiherw'ife would they have determined 
to place my family under the authority of ano* 
ther, and written you for that purpofe ? In a 
word, it was neceffary that I Ihould inform you 
-d my fituation, which I formerly did; and it 
d<^ended on you to tranfmic fuch inifbrmation to 
thfe Court of Direftors. 

It is notorious that the meaneft of the people 
will not admit of the authority of a ffranger in 
their families, how can it then be expe^ed of 
1 me? 
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me? lo a woiA I admtmfter the afiain of the 
Nizamiit, which arc in faft the aflSnrs of my 
own familyt by my own autbontyy and 11^11 do 
fo} and I can never, on any account; to 
the appoincment of the faid Nabobto-the Naib 
Subah&ip, which would bring the gwateft dif- 
honour, difgrace, and contentpt on mCk I will* 
never, of my own confent, admit the faid Nabob> 
to any authority in the affairs of the Nizamut, 
Foujedaretf, and Adawlet, deptmdant on the 
Nhtatrtut i and from motives of jmKce I expefl^ 
that regarding the rights which my late father* 
is allowed to have had on' the Com^fiy* yovl 
wiH never confent that any compuMion be put' 
in pradke againft me <m account of this bofi** 
nefs, and that you will ufe every means for the 
prefervation of my cceditj honour, and dignity. 


Ccamk *5* Dtcmiar 1779. 

Read the’ letters from Mobareck ul Dowlah 
and Mahomed Rezs Khan. 

a 

Mr, frauds. I muft requCft the attention of 
the Board to a fhort recapitulation of the'pfW- 
cipal teps taken, and' declarations made by the 
Nabob and by this government, in relation to 
the remoyal of Mahbmed Reza Khan, and to 
the fuccccding^iftribution of the fevcral.bfefc» 
held by him. 
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tfl a Itfcter received from the Nabob On the 
17th of November 1777, he defirc*, ‘‘That 
** 'Munny Begum may be allowed to take on 
** herlelf the adminiftration of the affairs of the 
Nizamut, without the interference of any other 
** pcrfon whatever and adds that, “ by this 
“ the Governor will give him compleat fatif* 
“ faftion." 

In his next letter, he defires “ that Mahomed 
“ Reza Khan lhay be removed,” and exprefles Ws 
hopes that, “ as he himfelf is now vome to years 
“ of matufity, and by the bkffing of God is 
“ not fo devoid of underffanding as to be in- 
“ capable of conduOliog his own ji&airs, the 
“ Governor will give him the management of 
“ the affairs of the Nizamut, and of his own 
“ houfehold, together with the adminiffration 
“ of the Adawlet and Phouzdarry.” As the 
Court of Diredtors themfelves have fully difeuf- 
ied the claims and pretenfions ftated in this let- 
ter, I lhall not attempt to add any thing to their 
obfervations thereupon. 

On the 7th of March 1778, a letter from the 
Governor informs the Nabob, that “ it had been 
“ agreed, that bis Excellency being now arrived 
. at years of maturity, the control of his own 
“ houfehold, and of the Courts dependent on 
“ theNizamutandPhouzdarry,Qiouldbeplaced 
“ in his' hands, and Mahomed Reza Khan was 
diredted at the lame time to tefign his audio- 
“ rity to the Nabob.” 
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In a letter necehred from die Natiob» <mi tbe 
4th of May 177.8* he fays* ** he has made 
**■ choice of Sodder ul Hoc Khan to the fta> 
** cion of Naih of his Adawlet and Phouzdarry* 
** and of Raja Gourdofs for the office of the 
**Nizamuti and defires that Mahomed R.eza 
** Khan’s fiilary may be divided between thole 
** two perfons and the two Begums.” On the 
requefts contained in the letter, and inunediately 
complied with* I have nothing to add to the 
remarks dated in my minutes of^he 7th of May 
1778* except that there could not be a ^flcr 
contradiction than firft to remove Mahomed Reza 
Khan, on pretence of the Nabob’s executing the 
leveral offices himfeif*, and immediately after* 
wards to appoint other perfons to execute diofe 
offices, and at the fame time to ^ye a conlider* 
able portion of the fidary annexed to them to 
the two Begums. 

Sudder ul Hoc Khan, in a letter received aft 
September 1 778, fays, ** His Highnels him&lf 
** is not deficient in regard for me* but ceitain 

bad men have gained an afcen^ancy over his 
** temper* by whofe indigation he aCts.” After 
complaining of tbe flights he receives Bom the 
Nabob, he adds* ** Thus they caule the Nabob. 
ff to treat me fometimes wkh indignity* at other 
** times with kindnefs* juft as they chink pro^ to 
** advife him ; their view is* that by cqmpelBng 
•* me to diipleafure at fuchSjnworthy ’tfeatmenc, 
^ they hay fome me either to .retoqukh my 

F z ** ftatiop, 
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or to join with them aod^a^ by their 
** appoint creatures of , their socom- 

** meodation to the diSer^t offices, fromwbich 
‘‘ they might draw profit to. themfclves.” 

In a fubrcquent letter to the Governor, 'Sud> 
der ul Hoc Khan lays, “ The Begum’s miniftcrg, 
** before my arrival, with the advice of their 
•* counfellors caufed the Nabob to fjgn a receipt, 
“ in confequence of which they received, at two 
“ different times, near 50,000 rupees in the 
“name of the officers of the .'.d»wlct, Phouz- 
“ darry, )8c,c. from the Company’s *Sircar ; and 
“^having drawn up an account current in the 
“ manner tltey wifhed, they got the Nabob to 

£^n it, and then fent it to me.” In the fame 
letter he alTerts, that thefe people have the Na« 

' bob intirely in their power. 

On the ift of September 1778, the Governor 
informs the Nabob, that it is highly expedient 
that Sudder ul Hoc Khan Ihould have foil con- 
trol in all matters relative to his office, and the 
foie appointment and difmiffion df the Sudder 
and Mofuffil officers, and that his foal and figna- 
ture fhould be authentic to all papers having. re<» 
^btion to the bufinels entrufted to him,; 1 tbeve^ 
^fofse indmate to you that he fhoukl appoint and 
difmifs all the officers under httn, and that your 
'Excellency (hould not imerfore m any one. 

The Nabob, in a letter td the Governor ra* 
ceivad 3d September 1778, fays^, “ 4 g>^aibly’ 

to 
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<* rto your pkafuce.lha're rdhu)«iflied aU concern 
** wkhtheaflFairsjof thePtiouzdarry«ndA)dawk;, 
** leaving the incite maos^gemeatcf them in Sud- 
“ der ul Hoc Khan’s hands.” 

Sudder lil Hoc Khan/ina letter received ^oth 
September* fays* ** Yatibar AllyCawn,Muniiy 
** Begunl’s chief £unu(th* from theamouht of the 
Hilaries of the officers of the Adawlet and Phoua^ 
“ darry, which before my arrival he had received 
for two months -from the Sircar* made dif- 
** burfements according to his ownplealRare. He 
** had before caufed the fum of 7400 rupees* on 
** account of the price of mine and my Paiihere’s 
“ Kellaats, to be carried to account* and noW 
continually fends a -man to demand fromtiie 
** four thoufand three hundred and odd rupees* 
** as the balance of the prioe of Kellaats* and 
** conftantly prefles me to take it from the 
** amount of the falaries of the officers of the 
** Adawlet and Phouzdarry* and fend it to hint » 
** and 1 ihall be under the neceffity (^ comply- 
” ing. 1 mendon this for your infoitnation.” 

The Governor General’s letter to* the Nabob* 
dated the loth of Odlober 177S* contains a re- 
prefentation fo pointed, and fo very juft* of the 
fatal effeifts which had attended the Nabob’s in- 
teiifering in the adminiftration of juftice* that. I 
Ihall iiifert it intire, but without any comment} 
in faiS); it fpes^ too.plzioly so require one. 


“At 
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** At your Excellency's requeft, I lent Sad- 
der ul Hoc Khan to take on him the adminStra* 
tion of the affairs of the Adawlet and Phouz- 
darry, and hoped by that means not only to 
have given fatisfadtion to your Excellency, but 
that, through his abilities and experience, thele 
affairs would have been conduced in fuch a 
manner as to have fecured the peace of the coun- 
try, and the happbefs of the people •, and k is 
with the greateft concern I learn, that this mea- 
fure is fo far fron:i being attend d'withthe expeft- 
ed advantages, that the affairs both o^ the Phouz- 
darry and Adawlet are in the greateft confullon 
imaginable, and daily robberies and murders 
arc perpetrated throughout the country. 

I 

This is evidently owing to the want of a pro- 
per authority in the perfon appointed to fuper- 
intend them. 1 therefore addreffed your Excel- 
lency on the importance and delicacy of the 
affairs in queftion, and of the necelDty of lodging 
full power in the hands of the perlbn chofen to 
adminifter them. In reply to which, your Ex- 
cellency exprelTcd lentiments coincident with 
mine j . notwithftanding which, your dependents 
and people, afluated by felfilh and avaritious' 
views, have, by their interference, ft> impeded the 
buiinefs, as to throw the whole country into a 
ftate of confufion, from v(^ich nothing can ic- 
trievelt but' an unlimited ^wer lodg^ in the 
hands of the fuperintendant. 1 therefore requeft 

that 
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that your E^tcfllkncy will g^e the ftriAeft in*' 
jon^ns to all your dependents not to interfere 
in any manner with any matter rdative to the 
affairs of the Adawlec and Phouzdarry} and 
that you will yourielf relinquUh all interference 
therein, and leave them indrely to the manage* 
ment of Sudder ul Hoc Khan. This is ablb* 
lutely neceffary to reftore the country to a ftate 
of tranquillity : and if your Excellency has any 
plan to propofe for the managemenjt (ff the 
affairs in future, be pleaied to communicate k to 
me, and every attention lhall be paid to give 
your Excellency fatisfa^tion. In the mean time^ 

1 have given dircflions to Sudder ul Hoc Khan 
to take the foie management of them into his 
own hands, and to apply alBduoufly to the refttv 
ration of tranquillity and good order in the coun* 
try : and 1 muft requeft that your Excellency will 
confirm them by fimilar orders to him, otherwiiie 
a meafure which I adopted at your Excellen* 
cy's requeft, and with a view to your iattf* 
fadtion and the benefit of the country, will be 
attended with quite contrary effci^ and bripg; 
diferedit on me.” 

0 

From the preceding correlpondencc, I think 
it appears beyond difpute, that the Nabob him* 
felf has hitherto been a mere cypher through 
the whole tranfaftidh, or rather an inftrum«g»f;»* 
in the hands d Munny Begum and odien^ 
employed by them, add for th«r jmrpoibtDnlyy 
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to Aooonipiil)) the ronoval of MAhotned Re«n< 
Khan i That thefe peofde have made a tnoft<dan> 
gefoos and iiuqtticoue ufe of the Nabob’s natne 
ac^^auchDrity, wfaiU they had Jaoth at their dif- 
fioialx And that the -Governor General himfelf 
-was convinced that the interference of the Na* 
bob» or of thofe who a£led for him in the aSiirs* 
of the Nizanuic» had been attended with the. 
mod rninons confequences, which he accord* 
ingiy endeavoored to obviate, by directing him 
not to concern himlelf in any Hiap* in the con* 
du3! of the bufinels intrufted to the Naib 
Sabadar. 

Wdth relpedt to the Nabob, 1 Ihall only ob‘< 
lervev that his letters involve him ia a very dif* 
graceful dilemma* If I bould believe it poffible 
fflKic, freely, and of hss own mere motion, he 
could recommead, ** ^bai Murnty Begum fiould 
** taht on berfdf the management of the affairs of 
“ the Nizamutt mtbout the interference of at^ 
** other parfo»i that he Ihould in one letter 
de6re> to condud the a&irs of the Nizamoe 
bimfelf, and in the next, that a Natb ibould 
be appointed to conduft them for him, I 
ihottld gore little credit to the afiertion with 
whioh ^fo requefts aoe accompanied, viz. 
** that he is net devoid of underJUutding'* Ho 
may arrive at years of matunty i but if, at the 
agco£cweB^-oiie, hndoee noC'perceiire the follf 
aj^ aUufdtty of fucb pRjfiofiuons, and fuch 

contradictions. 
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con$radiiftion 4 , 1 lboul4 d^ptir !ci.. Im eHf 
arrtvii^ at ye^rs of <]U(sre»on. On the otKef 
hand* if* thefe letters are written for him, whfcb' 
I am thoroughly fatisfied is the cafe } if he haST 
no will of his own* and if the ri^ts and autho* 
rities ctemanded in his name are in reality to de-f 
volve to Munny Begum, to her chief eunuch^ 
and to the other perfons of whofe mifconduiS!} 
the late Naib Siibadar made fo many complainte 
CO the Governor, what opinion are we to aiter> 
tain of his Excellency’s underftanding and ver«H 
city } or on what ground can we commit the 
management of fuch important affairs to a young 
man fo dependant on Munny Begum, and evi> 
dently fo incapable of judging or aAing for 
himfelf? 

I now proc^ to t^ lad orders from the 
Court of Directors: they confider the whole 
fubjeA in the fame light that 1 do : they ac- 
knowledge no right of inheritance in the Na- 
bob : they underftand every oftenfible acceflion 
to his pbwer as a real one to that of Munny 
Begum : they deem it for the welfare of the 
country that the ofEce of Naib Subadar (hould 
be continued-, and they politively diredb us 
forthwith to (ignify to the Nabob their pleafure, 
that Mahomed. Reza Khan be immediately 
reftoted to it. 

But notwtrhffanding (bey had a thotou^ 
knowledge of the fa^s, and were pelr^^y 
G acquainted 



t 4t J 

acquainced with all the charafters, they cer- 
aainly were not awaie of the polfibility hf fuch 
a cafe as now exHb, or they would have pro- 
vided againft it. They did not foreiee that 
their pofitive orders would not be inforced by 
this government, 6r that luch orders would be 
difbbeyed. When they read the Nabob's late 
letters, the falfe and fnvolous pretences on which 
he ventures to counteraf); and defeat an arrange- 
ment which the Company have deemed necef- 
fary for the welfare of the count' / will aftonilh 
them no lefs than our acqukfcence in fuch pre- 
tences. 

Fiffti He fays, ** that he had formerly writ- 
** ten to the Governor that he had no farther 
** occaiion for a Naib, and would himfelf 

conduct his own, affairs And he afferts, that 
lince the dirmiflion of Mahomed Rcza Khan to 
the prefent time, the bufinefs had been con- 
dufled under his own immediate direflion. Is 
k pdfTible he ihould forget, that in confequence 
of Sudder ul Hoc Khan's appointment, the Go- 
vernor had exprefsly required him not to inter- 
fere, and that the Nabob had thereupon relin- 
quifhed all concern with the affairs of the Fouz- 
darry and Adawlet, and left the entire manage- 
ment of them in the hands of the Naib. In 
his next letter he talks of the rights of his de- 
ceafed father, as well as his own, as if the office 
of Nazim ' were hereditary. Hq talks of his 

claims 
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claims on the Company, as if he held by fame' 
other tlAe than their friendftip and protedion 
or, as if either he or his father had any right 
in the Subadary beyond what they derived from 
the voluntary a£U of the Company, or of their 
leprefentatives. He fays, he neye^ will admit 
Mahomed Reza Khan to poflefs any degree 
of authority in his family j and that as Sudder 
ul Hoc Khan is dead, he (hall take on himfelf 
the management of the bufinefs. In hia laft let- 
ter he obferves, that Mahomed Reza Khaiv was 
at firft appointed* on account of his, the Nabob’s, 
tender age, which required the afliftanceof a 
Naib} forgetting not only that a Naib Subadar 
was appointed, and the office executed without 
obje&ion during the government of his prede^ 
cellbrs, but that he himfelf had fubmitted, 
about a year ago, to the appointment of Sudder 
ul Hoc Khan ; and that the latter continued to 
execute hiS feveral offices till his death, with 
powers totally and avowedly independent of the 
Nabob: he forgets, or perhaps he does not' 
know, that the treaty of March, 1 770, by which 
alone his rights, whatever they may be, were 
created, provides for the appointment of a Naib 
of the provinces, to be invefted with the manage- 
ment of affairs; and that this Naib was ap- 
pointed at the inftance of the Governor and 
Gentlemen of the Council. In the fame letter 
the Nabob declares, that he adminifters the 
affairs' of Ae Nizamut bis ottm authority ^ and 

G 2 foaU 
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fig& do foi and that he never caii, on any ac- 
count, agree to die appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Khan to the Naib Soubaihip. 

The Governor General's letter of the loth of 
^Oftober, 1778, will fliew the Company not 
only in what manner this important bufinefs is 
likely to be conducted, and what opinion the 
Governor General himfelf entertains of the Na- 
•bob's capacity, but that neither were his fup* 
{lofed rights and the maturity of his age 
attended to at that time, nor his perfoital incli- 
nations confulted. Notwithftanding all his 
claims to the Phouzdarry and Adawler, the Go- 
vernor's pleafure divefted him of both, and left 
him without an option. Thele, however, are 
jiot the firft and immediate objcfls of con- 
lideratlon. A new and 'unexpected quellion is 
now before us. The Company's orders are dif- 
obeyed on pretended principles, which fuppofe 
the exiftence of an authority in thele provinces 
independent of the authority of Great Britain 
over them. That of the Court of DireAors is the 
only medium by which the fubjefdon of Bengal 
to Great Britain is held and lecured. In oppo- 
jition to it the Nabob declares, that he by 
Hs ovm ifutbori^t and eontinae to do fo. I 
do /not know what name the law will give to dif- 
Obedience of the Company's lawful orders by 
this Board } or whether fuch di&bedience, di- 
rtily avowed by OMficlves». would not be lefs 

criminal, 
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md ini its confeqaences Ids dangn^s, 
ttaia -under ttefohh wliidi it noW afliuines : but 
evc^ man mail fte ' whkh my die prefenc 
example iduls^- and-^liat ufe may be mixie of it. 
If Ibme vigorous meafure be not immediately 
taken by the Coin^y to dhfiorm the Nabob of 
all means of refiftance, or at' leaft to deter him 
fitMn attempting it ^dn, their domiabn over 
Bengal is not fecure. 1 «n fonry this.inexperi> 
cniced young man ihould have been fi> unhappily 
adviied. He does not know- on what dangerous 
ground be treaids. He forgets himfelf too 
grofsly when he diibbeys the Company’s pofi* 
tive orders, and in the* fame breath tells the 
Governor Genera^ ** You are the mafter and my 
** patron, and 1 dm take no m^fuie without 
** hrft communicating it to you.’* 

The Company will conlider whether this 
avowed diftinAion between theni and their local 
repreientative be not fomething more than dif- 
refpedtful » or whether their iiijundiions would 
have been flighted iftheyhi^ bten accompa- 
fued by the ufual and proper, requifition on the 
part of the Governor General and Council, 
which I sepeatedly recommended without fuc- 
ceik Other and more farming , reflections 
will naturally fuqceed. The oflen^le ibadow 
of the Nabob’s authority, may . in, .tinae find a 
fubllance to fupport it. If the ^itit of party 
and liaftion, irhidi prev^ diRWgb every de- . 

partment 
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partinenc of govemnsent, and through tvtry 
other rank of Ufe, lh<hild reach to the 
it, would, be a painful, but not a di%ul^ taik, 
CO cp«m. th« fi;w remaining Heps which lead 
inevitably, from that ftate of things, to. final 
dUi^tttionw At whatever diftance that danger 
may ^jpearto be, yec, if .thc. courfit we ate in 
pmota dire^y to it, 1 truft that the wifdom of 
the Company will noeddem- itonWerthy' of their 
inftaot confideracion. The fame me.^fiifes^ by 

which a greacand imminent mifehiefruig^ have 
been prevented will 'not be^fufficieht' to eofiieft or 
retrieve iti 

I now move tbatk may be rdblvcd. That the 
preceding keter from the. Nabob is highly difiatif' 
faflory to the Boards and that the Governor 
General be requefied to Ggnify the fame to him, 
and to demand in t^r name his immediate 
compliance with the orders of the Company. 

JMr. IVbeler. I agree to the motion.' 

Mri B'ar^B.' If any advantt^.was ftated to 
derive^ to the Company 1^ controuling the wilt 
of the' Nabob, 4t might be.* queftion with me 
how far the occafion would vindicate the -com- 
pulQon propofed i but-w^ben no national bene- 
fit catr-accrue-, nor its .^ated, I caitmot give my 
afient to^'a 'vtcry ' exceptionable mealUre. 

Govmar Geim&l., i IH^I .taltet auQtlkt? beca-t 
lionaodeciare my fentiments at large on the fub- 

jeft 
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jcA of this njotbn. jPor pcdCsntl (Ml oon<* 
tenf^yfelf witirdecl^ring, that 1 have gone to 
the utmoft lengths prefcrtjsed to.fne bjr Com* 
pany*s orders, and by my teoi^.of my. dmy, and 
that 1 will not go beyond them. 

The motion refolved in the negative. 

Mr. Francis. Since it is refolved that the Board 
will hot infift on the Nabob’s compliance with 
the Company’s orders, nothing is left for me 
but to move, as 1 now do, chat the ialary allotted 
by the Company out of their revenue for the fup* 
port of the office of Naib Souba, amounting to 
three lack of ficca rupees per annum, or fo much 
of it as was divided between Munny Begum, 
Baboo Begum, Raja Gourdafs, and Sudder ul 
Hoc Cawn may' ceafe, and be made a faving in 
the Company’s treafu.ry from the day when 
Sudder ul Hoc Khan died. 

It iis .the Company’s property, and if it be’ 
not employed in the manner they direA, it (hOuhl 
not at leait be ap{died to any other purpofe. 

Mr.JVbiler. I agiree to the motion. 

Mr. Barweli. 1 mbft delire that, the fund 
from which this payment is made to the minif* 
ters of the Nabob belated by .thc.AccomptanK 
General before.! give my opinion on tbe motion.. 

Ceterner General. I object to the queiftioR ia 
the terms of it, but cooient to wait for the in- 
formation required by Mr. Barweli. 


Mismte 
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liSwmt ef CwncU the iotb Deetmhr^ ^ 7 l 9 f> 

Confidered the motion made by Mr. Frands 
at the Uft confultation, viz. 


** That the falary allotted by the Company 
** but of their revenues, for the fupport of the 
** office of Naib Soubah, amounting to three 
** lacks of ficca rupees per annum, or fo much 
** of it as was divided between Munny Begiim, 
** Baboo Begum, Raja Gourdafs, and Sudder 
** ul Hoc Khan may ceafe, and ba made a 
** faving in the Company's treafury from the 
« day when Sudder ul Hoc Khan died." 


Mr. Barwett. By the letter received by Mr. 
Croftes, the charge of the Nizamut allowances 
appears to be defrayed by the Company. There 
was, I find, a certain fund, under the name of 
the Sinking Fund, eftablifhed upon the 'orders 
of the Company, limiting the perfbnal charges 
of tjic Nabob to the fum of fixteen lacks, and 
referving ficca rupees 15,81,860 per annum} 
and to this fund was charged certain demands 
againft the Mogul government, which have fince 
been ivtally liquidated, as will appear more par* 
ticularty by a .ftate of the fund which I have 
Juft now received from Mr. Croftes. If It was 
incumbent on the Nabob to dilchaige, out of the 
allowances made to him by our government, 
the dlETerent daktis whiefi appear to be ftated in 
tbis account, 1 do not fee any reafon why the 

Company 
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Cottipaaf 'dKMld continoe twrdiened niAi cer- 
takfin^eiMMA, iiych arKe on the Ibore of 
h» goverameiiCy ^iie tltofe means which he 
has of pforiding for the whole fiom his efta* 
blHlwd allowances reinain unapplied. By the 
pteim method tc appears to me that the ftvings 
ftated ih the fiinldi^ Fund are made totaliy at 
tfw expehce of the Compaiiy, becanfe the dhuges 
of die Nizamut» or country govemment depen« 
dant on the Soubah* infiead of being ddbur&d 
from the fum allotted for the Soubah*s govern- 
ment, are dilburfed from the Company’s means^ 
and the claim on the fcore of the allowances 
fixed for the charges of the Soubah’s govern- 
ment fbfiered to accumulate to the exorbitant 
fum of rupees, 90,04,188,7,4, as 9 debt due from 
the Company. This being the cafe, there appears 
to me an ablblute necefiity to correft ah error, 
which has led Mr. Francis into the idea that 
the diiburfements which are made by the Com- 
pany are made by them out of their revenues, for 
the fupport of the office of Naib Seubah, 
amounting to three lacks of rupees per annum. 
While the Company hold this fund of 15,81,860 
rupees per ammna, of the fum of 31,81,860, 
which by treaty they exprelsly ftipulate to pay 
for the fupport of the Soubah’s government, it 
is not juft that they Ihould be chatgeii 
expaaec to be dilburfed on that account. 1 
therefore Move, ** That all expences tha$ have 
** been ineuned, or fhaU in future bti'iiicuifed, 

?‘on 
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** on aopount of the If i^aoiut, of eountiy gpn 
vwoBienc department,, qr theSotih^,.be fet 
** off againft the claim? of the Soubab, for' fuch 
** part of the ftipeod qr falarjc allottoi for the 
fupport of his governrpent ?s has. been re> 
tained by government for this and ocher eit'! 
“ prels purposes direfted by the Company,” — r 
I underftand the motion made by Mr. Francis 
to have for its objefb the compelling the Nabob 
to accept of Mahomed Reza Khan for his mini- 
iter, or to relerve the fum vrhich is allotted as 
the dqe of Mahomed Reza Khan, ro^be difpoled 
of by the orders of the Companf . JElys motion 
being made on the prefumption that the Niza^ 
mut officers are the oncers of the Company, 
and in the pay of the Company, can only be fup- 
ported upoh that principle, I am dtereforq 
againft.the niotion, ' 

Mr. Francis's motion carried ip the negative* 

Afr. Francis, If I wpderftand the preceding 
minute, the lavings from which the Sinking. 
Fpnd therein menripped was conffituted, viz, 
15,^1^60 ficca rupees per anpum (accruing 
lince ^ rime when the penfion of the Nabob 
Mdbareck ul Dowlah^ . as fettle^ by a treaty^ 
highly difapproved qf by tlie Cqn^smy, was re^ 
duciea to ib lacks by their pqlitive orders) do 
not belong to the Cqtnpany, and that .^mething 
will be gained by, charging t^t fund with the 
amount of thc-fejary allp|tj^ .by.tfe Company, 

m 
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Qut of their qwa revenues, £» the fupport of 
the Naib Subadar. It is iodifieieec to me, and 
I belief perfe^y immaterial to the Company, 
in what way the account is ftated. The charge, 
if dilburfed, comes out of the Company’s tree- 
fury *, it is immediately pud out of the coUec- 
tions of the divilion of Moorihedebad, as the 
Company will fee by referring to our Jjexttr to 
Mr. Martin, of the iithof May, 177S. Am I 
to underfeand that Mr. Barwell means to make 
the Company debtor to the Nabob Mobareck ul 
Dowlah ibr t^e amount of the above favings i 
if he does, I wiih it tp be declared fo in plant 
terms : they wmild by this time amount, as 1 
believe, to 1 la lacks of ficca rupees ; If he does 
not, 1 cannot poflibfy difcover the meaning 
or application of his motion. As for^yfelf, I 
deny the faft, and all confequences pretended m 
be derived feom it. On the remainder of Mr, 
BarwelPs minute there is but little to be Dud, 
fuppoGng it true that a rtal efie^ve country gp« 
vernment now exifted, and that the affairs of 
the Nizamut did of right fall under the imme- 
diate adminillration of Mobareck ul Dowlah (all 
ryhich is fo maniiefUy contrary to the faft, tl^t 
it will not bear an argument^ ffill it would not 
follow that my lafe motion ought to be rejected. 
The fum which 1 piopofe to be refcrved la not 
divided among the officers of the Nizamut : Mr, 
Harwell furely did not confider in what tnaimer 
it is aAually difiributedt neither do t adaak 
my laftmotieii hadffirtts 
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thg Nabob to atetpt of Mabotned Keza Kbaa 
for his tHintfler, Ic coiild not poiHbty have that 
efSbA i the point wa^ already decided by a pre^ 
ceding relblution*, and if, as I conclude, the’ 
foie objetl of the Nabob be to keep the amounr 
of Mahomed Reza Khan’s falary, and to diflri- 
hdte k among hIs family’ and »lfpen'dehts, our 
thd' ^mef ft6m him will not tend to 
Con^’e! him to reinftate Mah^mctd Reza Khan, 
bft^lc'h'he woul^ equally lofc Jt. If that were 
the only altern.itive propofod »'< him, he would 
certainly prefer the meafure which freed him 
|h)m the check of Mahomed Reza ichan’s ap>, 
thority, and left every thing in his own hands. 


1' havCji&id the mode of I&ting Che accounif 
oy Mr. Barweli is a 'diatter of indif- 

f i^hCe in it^f ; bu^ a^ ft implies a conclufton 
tyhich 1 db d^evr. I am agdnflr the mo- 
«Wt‘ ’’ ' ' ' ' ^ • • 
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PREFACE. 


A t a time that the Britidi empire is over* 
whelmed with taxes and debt, that the 
ravages of war are depopulating the realm, that 
the colonies and iettlements abroad (which were 
the finews of its wealth and fuperiority) are dif* 
meinberiog and that unnatural difcoo-' 

feats and jMl *t hoffiC) are and dif- 

unitingits internal refources and powers itbe*> 
comes the duty of individuals, by the czpofure 
of authentic fiids, to exdnbit beibre the Mini# 
niden of Government, and the Public, the fata{ 
errors which have led to fome of thofe unhappy 

embarrafsnients s and to roufe them to a fenfd 

* 

of what they owe to theit Nations, and to theOhi 
felves, as the means of faving a remnant, upofl 
wfakh to raiie a fuperilrttdure, fuperior even' 
to what it has been. 

The abnfes committed in the Supreme Coua| 
c9 of Bengal are fo vdaminoos, that it woul^ 

a be 
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be almoft impofiible (however interefting the 
fubjedl) to exhibit them to the public, fo as to 
fecurc due attention to theni, in any other fliapc, 
than by piccc-mcal. 

The contraFis which Mr. HalHngs and Mr. 
Barwcll carried into execution, by Mr. Ilaf- 
tings’s ct?Jw/» vote, as Governor-General, againft 
the remonflianrcs, and votes of Mr. Francis and 
Mr. Wilder in the latter end of 779 ; the ad- 
vance, falarits, and emoluments v./ted to General 
Sir Eyre Coote, as Commander in C’hn f •, and 
the continuation of a Commander in Chief’s ap- 
^pOtntment t« Brigadier-General Stibbert after he 
Vas fuperfeded, have been topics of converfation 
in Britain ; but thepaiti.il difplay of mifreprefen- 
tation dthgnedly, hath impoled upon the credulity 
of many. As thefc compofc a part of the evils 
which threaten the fpeedy extindion of the Eafl- 
India Company, and fubverlion of the Britifli 
commerce and pofleffions in India, they arc made 
the fubjed: of the following ftieets, at a time 
that Minifters arc again obliged to bring the af- 
fairs of the Company before Parliament. A 
Treaty of a curious nature and complexion with 
the diftreflld and reduced Ranah of Gohud is 
annexed, as well to diew the real principles of 
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aftion, aa the unaccountable infatuation which 
have guided the political faculties of men, cried 
up in this country, as prodigies for fuperior ta- 
lents. Other fads are to follow forthwith, 
amongfl; which the origin and hiftory of the pre- 
fent Marratta war, the late war whereby the 
Company’s troops, as menenaries^ exterminated 
the Robilla nation, and the prefent adual iitua- 
lion and dilpofition of the feveral dates and 
powers in Ilindoftan, combined and tlofely 
!' igued iiuj lliict confederacy agaiiift the Eu- 
glilh, on principles of felf-prcfcryation. 


In March 1777, there were above ^.1,500,000 
Jlening unappropriated in the treafuries of Be’^gal. 
In Auguji 1778, Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell 
pledged t/iemfehes, that after making liberal allow- 
ancei for all extra contingericicf, there would re- 
main unappropriated in the 7 reafury, cn the 
of March following, ^.2,056,000 yet at the pre- 
fixed period, there was not 0,000 unappropri- 
ated. And by a pofitive refolution whkh oiigmated 
under Mr. Hajiings's pen in the month of November 
1778, the Company's uivefiments were in future rc- 
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duced frm 140 to 100 hch ef rupees.-' f he laji 
^mate of probdk refources and aliual dijburfe- 
mnts,from March 1780 to April 1781, unani- 
ii^fy authenticated hy every Member of the Council 
Board, and tranfmittcd to the Court of DircSlors, 
djfcovered a real defciency of near /J. 300,000, efter 
accounting for, and appropriating the depofit of 
^.jS9,ooo, in Fort William, Fhe Treafwy of 
iude, vshkh paid a fabfdy of about ^.950,000 a 
year to the Company, was exhauj J, and the Com- 
pany's troops in the provinces dependent upon the 
nabob, were in arrears, Jme fx, and none tef 
than three months. Native troops in Lidia are like 
the Swifs troops in Europe j the Jioppage of pay is 
the Jioppage of fervice j mutiny and defer tion are the 
certain confequence ■, and the troops regularly trained 
and difeipJined by the Company, will augment the 
armies of their enemies. What the event wul be, 
needs no prophetic faculty, unlefs meafures, as well as 
men, are changed. 
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BULLOCK CONTRACT. 


Jty^uji 3ifl, 1779/ 

Mimilc fiom Mr. T’/r'insand Mr. Wktkr. 

W E have gicat reafon to complain of the unrom- 
mon huriy and pic(ipitatio<i, with whith the 
piopofid contiaQ for fiipplying the aimy wuli draught 
and rairiage bullocks for hve yeats has bcin cngi oiled 
and bi ought before the boaid to he executed on Ihmf- 
day the 26th inftant. Conhdeiing the vtr) txtraotdi- 
nary charge which the Company is to incur by this con- 
tiaft. and the number of new and inlucate tlaults and 
provihons of which it conlifl.s^ it was (he leticUiy's 
duty to have prepaicd a draft of the contiav^l, and to 
have iubraitted it to the approbation of the hoard, lic- 
lore he gave diieflions to the attoiney for havmg it en- 
grolfed. This neceflaiy form not having bwn oolcrved, 

B w^ 
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we have not a fafTu ient time allowed us to confidcr every 
article of the contia^t, with the alteuiion it deferves ; 
but this feall nor prevent our laying before the board 
iuch remarks as iiiinu'diatcly occur to us, in h(»pes that 
they may Hill be early enough to induce the other rnem- 
bersto weigh the (ubjeft more deliberately, and not to 
put their names to an iiillrumcnt, in which, as we think, 
the Coinpariy’s inlcrcll is entirely lacrificeci, and their 
orders flatly diloheycd. If, nevertljLlefs, a inajoiity ot 
the board ihould peiiift in their intentions to execute 
the co}itra6l, we ihal! have done as much as depends 
upon us at pre fent, by flati))g our objeOions to it, and 
fhewing the conlequences tliat mufl: attei ;l it, fuppofing 
the conirati to take cflctL 

,We have already referred to the Company’s inflruc- 
tions relative to contiatU in general; but as we find 
that in the year 1770, the court of dire£lorshad cnteicd 
into a very niinulc enquiry, concerning the particular 
contrad fur lurnifliing draught and carriage bullocks, 
we beg leave to annex a copy of the order they gave at 
that lime, from which we lhall only quote the follow- 
ing wokIs in this ])Iace, that the members of the board 
who have it lu coiiumiplarion to give away the conlratt 
for live veai^ may kijo .v at the lame time, tliat they arc. 
fetting tile Company s authority at defiance : 

It is our expiefs order, and we hereby pofilivcly 
direct, that you do not fail every year, to ad\ertife for, 
and receive Inch propofals, as may be otfered for fup- 
, plying the troops with provifions, and for furnifhing 
draught and ( a j wage bullocks to be employed wiih fmr 
army. And liiai vou do in all cafvs accept thofe pro- 
polals, which may appear tac moll icalbnablc in point 
of charge.” 


The annexed paper No. 2, contains a comparlfon of 
the cxpcnce of the prefent eflablilhment of bullocks, 

fuppofing 



fiippofing it rompleat according to the contrafl no'v 
cxilliiig, with that which is to be crc. ted by the pio- 
polcd ebntraS. By this it appears that the fonner is 
Sicca rupees 13,786: 3 anas per month, and the latter 
Sicca rupees 58,629 making the enormous difFerence or 
increafe of Sicca rppi^jea 44,842 : 1 3 anas per iponth. On 
this footing the contr^S will coft -^e Company, • 

no Icfsihan current rupees 8,16,120 per annum, for five 
years certain, or current rupees 40,80,600. (408,060!. 
Iterling) And this excellive charge cannot, according to 
the terms of the coniiaft, be reduced a Angle rupee durr 
ing the five years; at the fairie time that operah|s are 
delignedly left to increafe it confidcrably. 

’Wc foicninly protell againft every .attempt to load 
the C onijraiiy with furh ,rti imtnodcrate cxpence, and 
particularly againft the intention, to fix it irrevocably 
for any term of years. In the contrafl now exilting, 
and in all the former bullock cohitt'ia&s, a clattfe has..;, 
been invariably inferted, by which the Company or the 
( lovernmcnt here, or even the C olonels of the brigade, 
had a power referved to them of difciiarging any num- 
ber of fuperfluous, or unneccfliiry bullocks, ^ving one 
month’s notice to the contraAlor ; but no fueb claufe is 
inlcrted in the intended contract, fo that the Company 
intift at all events, keep up the eniire number of 6700 
bullocks for five years, or at Icafl pay for them, under 
every change of cinumllances wha!;fbev(;r, and even 
though they lliould find it neceflary to reduce or new 
model their army in the mean time. 

In the propofed contraft no dillinfiion is made be- 
tween draught and carriage bullocks, or whether within ' 
or witliout the provinces. Every bullock i:. to be paid 
for at the rate of Sicca rupees, 8:12 anas, j cr month, 
R.A.P. 

or Sonat rupees, 9. 2. 3 i, including the divers. 

B 2 By 
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the prePent contraft without the provinces, a 
draught bullock employed or untniployed R. A. P. 
is Sonat rupees — — 5:0:0 

Cairiagc ditto — — 3 : 10 : o 

Draught and oi riage unemployed within the 

provinces — — — 2:9:6 

And for this he feeds them, and finds them in divers, 
pads, ropes, &c. 

The difference between the two rates is fo extraordi- 
nary, that we imagine no member of the board, who 
gives his attention to the fubjed, will ever conll-nt 10 it. 

In the third article of the propofals, it is Hated that 
condemned bullocks lhali be thrown on the hands of the 
contratlor, but without any penalty, which we think 
there ought to be, conlidcring how much the fcrvice 
may fuffer; and that he is allow'cd 12 Sicca rupees per 
annum, for every bullock in the army, to make good 
lofles that may happen by the enemy, death, rejeBim, &c. 
bf hdcs a bounty of to vSirca ru|5ees, for every extia bul- 
lock found, upon notice girrn. 

Kf is in incur a penalty of. three times the aflual Bazar 
price of the gram, if the bullocks- are not viftualled a- 
grecably to the terms of the contradl. 'I'he latter parr, 
the commanding oflicer of the brigade, and command- 
ing officer of the artillery may certify on the bills j but 
as the cornmiffary- general is to be the check, how is he 
to know I he /iSuai bazar price of gram at the feveral fta« 
lions ' W c think it would be much better to have the 
f eo.dty fixed at a certain rate. 

By the fifth article the con^raflor is to be paid by 
extra bills, for any increafe of food given to the bul- 
locks, by orders of llie commanding officer. This we 
think highly unrcafonable, as the terms of the contrac- 
tor 
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lev are in themfelvcs already much too liberal, and tt 
is the idtereft of the contrador, that bis bullocks (hould 
he properly fed. 

Tlie expence of drivers, firdars-drivers, bridles, picket 
ropes, pads, &c, was never before charged to die Com- 
pany. 

Lofles by forced marches, or over loading, are to lie 
made good to the contractor. He i.s allowed a ticca 
rupee per month for each bullock, to make good loUes 
by the enemy, dcatli, rijt-ction, &c. Every bullock 
that dies, will be drawn tor, on either of thole accounts. 
It is difficult to’afcertain the faCl, but if the rlaule i.s ad- 
mitted, at what rate is tjie coinmilTaiy-gencral to allow, 
within and without the provinces for draught, and for 
carriage bullocks w’hich have died, owing to thole two 
caufes; and what proof or evidence is he to accept, that 
the death of the bullock was owing to one or other of 
the above caufes } 

Is it meant that the bullocks loaded with grain for 
feeding the other bullocks, arc to be at the expence of 
the Company ? If not tliere wms no occafion' for the 
fourteenth article, as they always have been, and muft 
be allowed to attend the army. 

The bounty of ten Sicca rupees for every extra bul- 
lock found in a certain time, as exprelied in the fifteenth 
article, is unrieceffary, at leaf! the fum propofed is a 
great deal too much. By the prefent contract nothing 
is allowed for the purchafe of bullocks, unlels required 
within a month’s notice; and if, on fuch emergency, ihe 
ufual price of bullocks lliould be thereby enhanced, be 
is allowed for any extra price, that may have been ac- 

R. A. 

lually paid more than Sonat rupees, 12. 8 . for each 

draught 
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« « 

draught bullock, and 8 Sonai rupees for each carriage 
bulioc!<, but if he does not pay more than thofe prices, 
he is lo be allowed nothing. 

In the l)ounty there is no diflinftion made, betwixt 
cxira draught, and exda carriage bullocks. The former 
ought illicit’ lo cod more than the latter, at lead there 
has been always a dilierence, both in the price, and 
cha’gcsii'f feeding, hiihcrto* Confidcring the time al- 
lowed in the Hficenth article, no bounty fliould be given; 
the eontracior is fufticicntly rewarded by the incrcafe, 
without atiy other emolument. 

If the bills arc not prefented by the .mtraflor’s agent 
to the officeis, whofe duty it is (o counicrfign them, with- 
in a certain number of days after the muftcr, the con- 
trader fliOuld be liable to a dedudlion of lo per cent. 
Many irregularities arc produced, from bills being drawn 
Ibmclimes ton and twelve months in arrears. After the 
words, that the bills fnould not lay above eight days 
in the commiiTary-gcnerars office/' it ffiould be added, 
** iinlcfs he has occafion to make reference to the officers 
» who have couriterfigned the bills,'’ as this will tiecellarily 
occafion foinc delay. 

In order to enable the contraflor to execute this rnofl 
lucrative contraft, he is to have the value of three-fourths 
of his Hock, advanced to him out of the treafuries wfficn 
he may require it: and by the following article, we are 
to provide him with a piece of ground for keeping his 
rattle. As wc know not in what terms, to exprefs our 
difapprohation of thefe extravagant conditions, we fhall 
content ourfeives with Hating them for the Company's 
obfervation. 

The penahy of 50 Sicca rupees for every bullock, 
hired from officers civil or military, feerns to us a nuga- 

tory 
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tory claufc, thrown oftc for no other purpofe but to give 
the contradi: an air of rigour, which by no tneans belongs 
to it. Such a penalty can never be enforced. 

To conclude, we fuggeft thefe curfory remarks to the 
board, as fatal to the propofed contraft on its own pi in- 
ciples, and exclufive of the legality of granting a con- 
tract on any conditions for the term in quell ion. Many 
other objcdlions we doubt not would occur to 'perfons 
better verfed in the lubjedl than we are ; but what has 
been faid we truft will be fufficient to jufttfy to the Com- 
pany and to the public in general, the part we have 
taken, or may hereafter take in refifting fo enormous and 
unprecedented a wafte of the Company’s property. 

(Signed) P. FRANTCIS. 
E. WHELt.R. 


X 


No. II. 

COMPARISON between the expence of the prefent 
and propofed BULLOCK COi\TRAC'l. 


Propofed Contradt. 


12 . 


40<x.Draiight 
2700 Carriage 
A driver to every two bullocks is 3,350 at 




38,525 

16,750 


A Grdar driver to every fix pair of bullocks 
is 559. firdar driver at 6. 3,354 

Total monthly expences of the propofed con- 
tradl „ — 5^,629 
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PRESENT CONTRACT TER'MS and number of 
bullocks with tlic army, fuppofing the fa ne number 
with the temporary with the ift brigade in the 
field, agreeable to the eftabliftjmenc. 

640 draught bullocks with the ill: brig, in the field. 
640 ditto ditto, with the temporary brigade. 

R. A. 

1280 draught bullocks, at g rupees — 6,400 : — 

1125 ditto with the two biigades at the 
Prefiiiency and Burramporc 
36 ditto with the light infantry 

R. A. 

ii6i draught bullocks, 313. 7. 3»99^ • 15 

306 carriage bullocks with the ill: brigade. 

306 ditto ditto with the temporary brigade. 

K. A. 

. 6)2 carriage bullocks, at 3^ 10, 2,218 : 8 

550 ditto with the two brigades at the 
Prefidency and Burramporc. 

14 ditto with the light infantry. 

— - K. A. 

564 carriage bullocks, at 3. 3. , 1,757 : 12 

Total monthly cxpence of the bullocks 
for the army, by the prefent contradl, 
fuppofing the cftablilhmcnt complete. 

Sonat Rupees. 14,407 : 3 

Monthly expence of the bullocks for Sicca Rupees. 
*^thc army, by the propofed contract, 58,629 : — 

Monthly 
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Moothly exptfncc of tl^e bullocks for 
the army, by the prefent contrad. 

Sonat Rupees *4*407- 3. or 13,786 : 3 

Difference of expence betwixt the pre- Sicca Rupees. 
fent and propofed contra&, monthly 44*842 : 13 

Total expence of the propoied con- 
tract per annum, according to the fixed 
eftabiifbment, andexclufive of , all addi- 
tional allov/ances provided for in the faid 
contract, . ‘ 

R. A. P. 

Current rupees 8,16,115 : to ; ii 

Ct-R«- A, P. 

Ditto for five years 40,80,578 6:7 


BOARD OF INSPECTION. 

• 9th September, 1779. 

Mr. Francis, 

I N addition to the remarb contained in Mr. Wheler's 
minute and mine of the 31ft of Auguft on the pro- 
pofed bullock contraCl, 1 beg leave to lay the annexed 
papers before the board, and to requeft the attention 
of the members to the calculations contained thefeip, 
before any farther ileps are taken in this bufinefs. Cal- 
culations of this nature ought to have accompanied thp 
plan in the iirff inftance, that the board might know 
what they were doing, and not be hurried blindly into' 
engagements, extent, confcquences, and cxpence, of 
which they could not poflibly have formed an idea. 

C The 
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Tbcan^fexed papers, number t atid *, fhew -the full 
amount of all the draught and carriage bullocks necef- 
fary for the compleat fcjTjice of the three entire bri- 
gades, fuppofing them alhn the field % by which it ap- 
pears, that the number of bullocks, propofed to be kept 
up for five years, exceeds what the whole army, on a 
compleat war eltablilhment, would require, by 3769. 
Theie fupcrnumerary bullocks, therefore, if they are 
maintained, will have nothing to do. There are not 
guns or carriages for them to draw. There is literally 
nothing for them to carry. But before this time, who 
over beard of keeping up a compleat 'w '‘ellablilhmcnt 
of bullocks, without adttal fervice ih anf* part of the 
prtvittccs. What are the bullocks to do at the prefidency ? 
What are they to do at the difiPerent cantonments ? In 
truth I might with great reafon alk (with the exception 
of a vc.y moderate number) what occafion have we for 
an efiablilhment of bullocks any where ? When they arc 
wanted, they may be hired, or prefs’d, as in faft they 
have been hitherto, notwitbftanduig the contraft j but 
i' Admitting thef fome (jftai^iibment ought to bemain- 
l tkiped, it fiitl ||K ddBcuit to affign a good reafon why it 
Ihould exaecd the complement ncceflary for the troops 
in the field ; fuppofing a third of the army to be main- 
tained on a war cllabhlhmenr, the number of draught 
and carriage bullocks, taken together, ought not to ex- 
ceed 1,310. 

On this principle, which of itfclf would lead us into 
an exorbitant cxpeace, the propofed contraft is to 
maintain 5390' bullocks more than can be wanted, 
whrch, foi’ five years, at the newcontrafl: rates, will be 
found to amount to the enormous fum of current rupees 
33,82,510, abfolutely given a'^ay out of the Com- 
pany’s treafury, or fquandered without any necellity 
or lervice whatloever. 


't' 
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No. 

Confaitis a calculation of the difference of expeficef 
between the propoTed eftablifhment, and chat which 
Would be necellary for the whole army in the field, cal- 
culated at the new contradl: races. Even on this extra- 
vagant principle; the expcnce would fall fhort of the 
propofcd contraA by fcventeeo lacks of current rupees 
in five years. ' 

^Jo. IV 

Shews what the expence of a con)plt<.t eftablifhment 
for the whole army would amount to, if calculated at 
the prefent contra^ rates. The dificreoce between this 
and the propofed rates and numbers, amounts in five 
years to no lefs chan current rupees, 30,48,854, or 
very near three hundred and five thoufknd pounds ftcr- 
ling. 

If a majority ofthe Board, with fuch glaring fafls 
before them, can entertain a thought of proceeding far- 
ther in the propofcd contrad, 1 cannot hope that they 
will pay the lead regard to any obfervations I can make 
upon it. To acquit myfelf, neverthelefs, of the duty 
1 owe to the Company on this important occafion, I 
think it right to date the following general obferva- 
tions. My prefent ill ftate of health will not allow mo 
to go fo deep into the fubje£L as I fhould do at another 

Although no evil is more feverely felt, yet there it 
not apparently any lefs attended to chan the number of 
followers of the army : they confift of a mukicude of 
predatory vagrants, and whatever tends to enveafe their 
numbers, tends to embarrafs and impede tne fervice. 

C ». Frovilioos 
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Provifjons and forage are not only rendered 
dearer than they need be, but frequent fcarcitics of both 
are occafioned by this rabble, which thereby bring into 
imminent danger the fat'ety and exigence of the troops. 

'In this view the number of bullock drivers propofed, 
appears to be highly detrimental to the good of the 
lervice. It would not be credited in .Ejiope, that tis 
bullocks Ihould require leven keepers. But this is not 
the extent of the evil j li-me, at.kal^» tf thole feven, 
’will carry with them their lamilies. Tliofe have their 
attendants with bullocks, or tatfr'sjf^ to carry their 
provitions *, and thofe mud have drive'fs, who alfo muft 
have proviliuns. '1 hus the number of followers cn- 
creafes beyond calculation ; meafures tending to re- 
duce their numbers would be ufeful indeed, and 
deferving of the higheft applaule. But what fhall 
we fay of fchemes which manifedly tend to cncreafe 
them ? Vv'hat elfeA can they have, but to encreal'c the 
confufiohi' M the d,i%ttlty of 

procuring fofage a&l^provffi^, tb extend arid weaken 
the line of march, and, in the end, to make our army- 
little better than a convoy for the baggage. 

' Having not had it in my power to enter into 2 par- 
ticular confideradoo of the new victualling contra^, 1 
take this opportunity of declariag, that I entirely con- 
cur in'. Mr. Wheler's remarks upon it. I 6nd it is 
t^jrmed upon the fame exorbitant principles with the 
bullock central, and to be executed by the fame per- 
foDS i that is, a variety of concealed iniereds are to be 
provided for, uridcr the name of Mr. Crofts. On this 
part of the ful^eft I muit obferve, that the two con- 
tradts oqght not, on any account, to be in the fame 
h.inds ; no one perlon is equal to the condud of two 
fbch extenfive concerns. 

In 


Tsttoes are fruail hardy horfes. 
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In theiecond place, I muft dcclarci thattliie preTenC 
cootra&ors, whoever they arc, arc the moft improper 
perfons that could be chofen for the like truft in future. 
The contrafts were never fo ill executed, as by the pit- 
fcnt contraftors. Their bullocks have never been ready, 
or fit for. fervice, when called upon ; and the provifions 
iifued to the Europeans, particularly the beef, has been 
fuch as mud; have produced a mortality among them, 
if they had eaten- it. 

The contrador has never given an ounce of mutton 
to the Europeans in- Fort William lince February laftf 
in confcqucace pf which, they havf ufually taken cow- 
ries in lieu of the carrion beef, with, which he. wouU ' 
have lupplicd them. 

On the increafe of the rates in both contrafis, tliere 
is one general obfervation to be made, which, I think, 
mud drike every mau converfant in public budnefs. 

.-V . 

quantity of the thing demanded! u^c "lu^ifes 
his late, or price, mud be proportionably tughcr. If 
he fupplies a great deal, he can afford to reduce his 
terms, fince the profit upon the whole compenfates for 
the redudion on the rate of each fpedfication. In the 
propofed bullock concrad, this univerfal principle is 
manifedly reverfed. The number of bullocks, on the 
pay of which the contradors profit is to ariie, is en- 
cteafed in nearly the proportion of feventeen to nine} 
and the period, daring which the contrad is to en- 
dure, is enlarged from one year to five. One would 
exped from this encreafe of the period, and the num> 
ber, that the rates would have been proportionally di- 
miniflicd. On the contrary, however, the Com 
pany will find, that the rated pay of each indivi. 
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dual bulloctr, lumping the draught and carr’^ge bul- 
locks together, is double what it was. 

Upon the whole, the terms, voluntarilf contrived 
aud given by Government, are fuch, as I prefume, no 
man living would have prefumed to have demanded, 
if the contrail had been advertifed in the manner pre- 
icnbed by the Company’s moil peremptory and re- 
peated otders. 

(Signed; P. FRANCIS, 


No. I. 

Proportion of Ordinance for one Brigade, confifting of 
one Regiment of Europeans, eleven battalions of 
Seapoys, and a detachment of the Corps of Artillery, 
Ibewiag the number of draught bullocks necelTary 
for dragging its train, and Tor that of the whole 
army. 

4 twelve pounder bra& guns, with carriage, ten bul- 


locks to each — 40 

28 fix ditto, with ditto, eight ditto •— 224 

4 five and half inch howitzer, fix ditto 24 

29 tumbrils ammunition loaded, ten ditto 290 

1 ditto treafure, ten ditto — — 10 

2 carts, artificers, ten ditto — 20 

X waggon for gin, fixteen ditto — 16 


Spare 
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4 * 


72X 

Allow one fparc to every fix bullock*} 120 

Complement of draught bullocks for one 7 842 

brigade on fcrvice J j 

Ditto for three brigades — — 2526 

Independant Chittagong battalion — 30 

Battalion of light infantry — 30 

Total draught bullocks ncceflary for the field 
ordnance of the whole army» fuppofing it on 
adlual fcrvice — — 2588 


According to the eftabliflimcnt of 1777, the com- 
plement of ordnance for a brigade on lervice was 2S 
pieces. Since that period, 2 twelve pounders, and 2 
howitzers, have been added, which, with the 6 guns 
of the three battalions of the temporary brigade that are 
to be incorporated into each of the Other brigades, 
makes the prefent proportion 36 pieces. 


* Spare Carriage and T umbrlls. 

I for twelve pounders, eight bullocks 
7 for fix ditto, fix ditto — • ^ — 

I for five 'and half-inch howitzer, fix ditto 
7 for tumbrils, fix ditto — 


r 


No. 2. 

Calculate of carriage bullocks necefiacy for carrying the 
mufquet ammunition and millitary ftores, attached 
to a brigade on lervice, fuppofing it to be ol the 

ftrength 
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firength fpecified in No. I . (hewing the npmber ne* 
celTary for the whole arnpy, foppofing it to be in 
motion. 

196 Carriage bullocks will carry 329 barrels of muf- 
quet ball ammunition, each barrel containing 
800 pounds, to — — 313,600 

Suppofing a brigade to confift of 9580 
men, and that 8500 of them are fit 
for fcrvice, they will carry in their 
pouches, at 24 pounds per man 1,70,000 

Total mufquct cartridges for a brigade 
on fervicc — — 4,83,600 

50 Carriage bullocks will carry 160 lb. barrels of 
powder, being the ufual proportion forfervice. 

130 Carriage bullocks, and 20 haccarics, which are 
not provided by the contraflor, it is believed, are 
fufficient for the carrie^e of the other (lores in the 
magazine (No. 5.) exclufive of the above hacca- 
ries, the captains of battalion and quarter -mailers 
are allowed 18, and the furgeon major 10 hae- 
caries. 

376 

63 Spare bullocks in the proportion of one to fix. 

439 Totallirainber of carriage bullocks necefiary to be 
provided by the contraftor for one brigade qn 
(crvicc. 

tyS Add for two other brigades on fervicc. 


13*7 
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1 

1317 Total carriage buUoclcs for three brigades. 

14 Allow for the Chittagong’indcpendentbattaliolM 
14 Allow for the battalion of light infanty. 

1345 Grand total carriage of bullocks. 


No. 3. 

Calculate of the extra expence that would be incurred 
by < lie iinfiiber of bullocks and drivers., fuppoGng nO 
e.' ctfs in the rates piopofed. 

4000 Draught 1 Bullocks at 8. 12. or 923. iVx includ- 
1345 Carriage 1 ing drivers wages as propofed per month, 
Sicca Rupees 58629. 


6700 

2586 Draught? Bullocks neceilary for the*! ^ 

1345 Carriage * train of the whole army, at * * 

the above rate per month, ^ 

Sicca rupees J 

Monthly difference Sir, Rup. 24227 : iz 
Annual difference — ^ 9°733 ' “ 

■ ■ i*<l— 1— IKW» 

Difference that would be occafieru^ in 
five years by mere excefs of bullocks, 
at the rates propoled, Sicca Rupees R. A. P. 
14,53,665, or current rupees 16,86,251 ; 6 : 5 




P 
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No. 4. 

Comparifon between the expence of the propofed con* 
traG, and the neceflary number of bullocks for the 
whole army at the prefent contraft rates, fuppofing half 
the troops to be without, and the other half within the 
Provinces, and the whole on aftual fervice. 

Propofed contraG eflablilhment, as before ftated, per 
month Sicca rupees 58629 

Neceflary Eflablilhment. 

1293 Draught bullocks^ 

without the pro ( 6465 

Vinces, at 5 rup. 3 
673 Carnage ditto, R. A. 

ditto, at 3 10 2439 10 

,!93 Draught ? B„Lk, “ 


672 Carriage. ^ 


provinces 
at 3 3 2142 


Sonat rupees 15491 forSa. 14823 10 
Monthly difference. Sicca rupees 43805 6 
Annual difference 525664 8 
Diffi in 5 yrs. Son. rups. 2628322 8 


or current rupees 


— 30.48.854 I 7 


Proof of the difference. 

Annual expence of the propofed 
contra^, Sic. Rups. 7,03,548, 
or Cur. Rups. 8,16,1x5 10 11 
which for 5 yrs is curt, rups 40,80,578 6 7 

' Annual 
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Annual expence of the ncceflary 
. eftablilhment, according to the * 
prcfcnt contract rates, Sicca Ru- 
pee, i,77,88g 8, or Current 
Rups. 2,06,344 13 9^. which 
for five years is Current Rups. 10,31,724 5 
Diff. as above, Current Rups, 30,48,854 1 7 


Board of Inrpedlon, September 1779. 

Mr. Wider, In addition to Mr. Francis’s accounts, 

I beg leave to prefent the accompanying calculate, 
No. 5. in order to demonftratc, that even upon the 
extravagant i'uppofition of the ncceflity of keeping up 
a conftant eftablifliment of 6700 bullocks, an excels of 
expence will arife,in 5 years from the exorbitant incrcafe 
of the conftant rates, of no Icfs than Current Rupees 
23,44,191 : 8 : 5. being above two hundred and 
thirty tour thouland pounds fterling; and having' 
eftabliflied this fad, which, with what Mr. Francis has 
faid, fufficiently expofes the complexion of this tranf- 
adion, and cuts off every poflible plea of joltification. 
I have at prefent only to add, that 1 join Mr. Fiancis 
in reprobating the projeded contrad, as a meafure 
big with the mod ruinous conlcqubnces to the Com- 
pany. 

/Signed) E. W, 

Calculate of furplus expence that would arife from the 
increafe of rates, fuppofing the whole number .of 
Draught ai)d Carriage Bullock.s fpccificd m the pro~ 
pofed contrad to be neccifary, and one half of that 
number to be without, and the other half within 
the Provinces. 
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4000 Draught I Bullocks, being the Sic, Rups<* 

2700 Carriage r propofed contraft 
eftablilhment, as 
fpccified in No. 3, 38629 : — • 

2000 Draught Bullocks out 
of the provinces, at 
the prefent contradt 
rate, 5 Sonat Rupees 
each. Soar. Rups. 1009 

2000 Ditto within the pro- 
vinces, at the pre- 
fent contraft rate, 

R. A. 

at 3 : 7 each — 6873 


4000 Total draught bul- 
locks propofed per 
month, at the pi e- 
fent contract rates, 

Sonat Rupees *6,875 

1350 Carriage bullocks, 
without the pro- 
vinces, at the pre- 
fent contraft rate, at 
R. A. R. A. 

3: 10 each, 4893: 12 

1350 Ditto within the pro- 
vinces, at the pre- 
fent contraft rate, at 
R. A. 

3 : 3 each, 4303 : 2 


2700 
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2700 Total carriage bul- 
locks, propofed 
at *the prefent 
contraft rate, per 
month 9196 : 14 


To monthly cxpence 
of the propofed 
contraft cftablifti- 
ment of draught& 
carriage bullocks, 
at the prefent con- 

tradl rates,* Snt. R. 26,071 : 14,' or 24,948 : i : 4 


Monthly difference between the 
propofed and prefent contrad 
rates Sic. Rups. 33,680 : 14 : 7 r'i 

Yc"ily difference Sic. Rups. 4,04,170 : 15 : 2 4 tJ 

11! extraordinary cxpence that 
'i. -'uld be occafioned in 5 years, 

•ij vx. mere increafe of rates, 

'i'ppofmg no excefs in the num- 

uc’’ '>( bullocks piopofed. Sicca 

K .lo,.- >,8 ' ■ :2;2, or 

■' • ein J'Cupcc'- — 23,44,191 : 8 : 5 


M riuies on the Army Vidualling Contrad, 

ad the following letter from the Executor of the 
late Army Contrador. 


Inipedion 
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Infpeclion Board, igth Auguft, 1779* 
Honoured Sir, and Sirs, 

I HAV ]:1 been honoured through j’our fccretary 
VL-iib yt.:,r PrrjTcr of certain alterations in the army hillock 
conireti-, I voluntarily accept them, and having, with a 
view to the liquidation of my brother’s ed are, trans- 
ferred its concern in this, as well as tlie viituallmg 
contract, to Mr. Charle.s Croftes, .who was before a 
par;ncr in them, 1 humbly requcll the new contracts 
may b'lrh be made out in his name, and ft.rilii-r hope, 
that as tiiefe two conrrads have always been kci t in 
the fame hands, that they will t iW* be both granted 
for the fame term. 

Fort Wiiiiam, i6th I at:', Srr. 

Augult, 1779. (Signed) RICH. JOHNSON'. 

Agreed that the new contraft for fnpplying the 
draught and carriage cattle, and viflualiing ilic troops 
of this ellabiilhment, be drawn in the name of Mr. 
Charles Croftes, and that the latter contrafl be ex- 
tended for the fame term as the former. 

Mr. Francis. I objeft to it, and proted: againfl: it. 

Mr. Wheler. I have already given my opinion 
againft the recital of either of tbeie contrafts for a term 
not exceeding one year, and lhall not fjgn them ; ne- 
%-crihdefs, lb far as relates to the inferting of one name 
inllcad of the other, I acquiefee, believing the party 
to have had a fharc in the former concraft. 

The Secretary lays before the Board, the following 

letter from the Executor to the late Army Con- 
trartor. 


Sir. 
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Sir, 

I HAVE received your letter of this date, and ac- 
cept the terms it contains. 

Thecontraft allows lo *!onat Rupees full batta, and 
r, rupees for half batta, for beef per month, or 5 Anas, 
. Pice each man per day, full batta, and 2 Anas 8 
'ire. per each man -per day half batta, for the period 
■ ri! !!if t‘on is required, 1 agree to deliver it for 7 
'.lui ■ ■! Pi, eadi man per day half l)atta, for the 
pe’ ii'-i tr. . ii'i'/tiun is required, I agree ro deliver it for 
; Pice, e.'ljrh man per day, full baua, and j 

Ai.'". ' i’lf '.' (.acli manper day, half batta. 

.iir ie I am, ike. 

). (Signed; K. JOHNSON. 

' •' ll’.v.id afee to allow the difference required for 
.'■ac' CT '■>!' the contrail, but in the new contrail 
■ • ‘ 0!cv .now the diilcrencs of one Ana and one 
; n: a full batta, and proportionally fur half 
• . . a. 1>; ii'ie cuilom of the fervicc, though not fpe- 

.<1 . the prefent contrail, beef and mutton ought 
. Of d;-U:buied to the foldierr. in equal quantities. 

Mr. Frniic!.', 1 cannot agree in this refolution, 
oecaufc I am no judge of the prices of provifions, 
or whether the terms propofed are realonabic or 
not j the way to afeertain the cheapeft terms on vvhidi 
government can be ferved, is by advertifing publickly 
for propufals. 

Mr. IVheler. — I can form no judgment of the pro- 
priety of, the prefent requeft, for want of the proper 
calculations, which Ihould accompany a propofal of 
this fort from the contradlor, and thofe from the re- 
gular department of government neceffary to contract 
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urith them. I beg to be favoured with the amount 
what one Ana one Pice, per man, per day, intended 
to be given in the new contrafb amounts i;p by the 
year. 1 l;kewi(e wifli to have it afeertained, at the 
fame time, what proportion mutton, for the fix months 
mentioned in the contraftor’s letter, bears to beef in 
the fix following months, and whether the quantity of 
each is to be delivered out equally ; that is, whether 
during the fix months that mutton is delivered, the 
garrrfon is to receive the fame number of pounds weight 
in (liutton, as in beef the fix following months. 

General.— 1 have no ciije’ftion to the latter 
jart of the quettion remaining for confideration, but 
for the ftiort remainder of the prefent contraft, I pro- 
pofe that the difference he requires be allowed. 


Letter from the late Army Confractor’s executor, 
to Mr. Baugh, 


Sir, 

I have received the honor of your letter of the 19th 
rqUant. . 

Having confidcred the difference that will be oc- 
calioned, by fupplying mutton inftc.ad of beef, I find 
it to be one Ana fix Pice, fonat, per man per day. For 
the delivery of beef at the prcfidcncy, 1 now receive 
five Anas and four Pice. In lieu therefore of the al- 
teration you propofc, upon my claim for the delivery 
of mutton, I beg leave to offer as a medium for the 
whole term of the new contraft, that the contrafior 
-dtllver at the prefidency, mutton for the fix hot months, 
(April to September inclufivc) and during the remain- 
ing fix months, mutton and beef every other day al- 
ternately i for which be ikall be permitted to draw, fix 

Ana» 
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Anas and to Pice, fonat per day,* throughout the 
whole year. This propofal only to vary under the re- 
gulation of full ana half Batta, which ever the troops 
at the prefidency may be entitled to receive. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. JOHNSON. 

Executor to the late Contraflor. 


Governor Generd . — The offer made by the contraftor, 
approaches very nearly to the refolution of the board, 
the propoficion^ being fince conitderably varied by my 
fuggeftion to the contractor, as it appears to me ne- 
reffary that the allowance of beef and mutton to the 
foldicrs in the winter months, ought to be in equal 
quantities. I underftand the price of mutton in Cal- 
cutta to be juft double the price of beef, and the rate 
now propofed will be found on examination, to make 
up the exaCt difference between the proviiion of beef 
alcnc at the former ‘rate, and of beef and mutton in 
the proportion of three-fourths of the latter, and one- 
fourth of the former at the common rate propofed. 

I therefore agree to it. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

Mr. JVbeUr,'—k\m.Ql&. every argument ufed in Mr. 
Francis and my minute of the 31ft of Auguft, on the 
bullock contra^, applies with equal force to the prefent, 
propofal for viClualling the troops. The Court of Di- 
rectors in the 134th paragraph of their general letter by 

the Mansfield, dated the 23d of March 1770, fay, 

♦ 

“ It is our exprefs order, and we hereby poficively 
direct) that you do not fail every year to advertife for, 
and rceecive fuch propofals as may be offered, for fup- 
plying the troops with provifions ; and for Airnilhing 
draught and carriage bullocks, to b* employed with 

£ otir 



our 9 rmy, and that you do in all cafes accept thofe 
propofals, which may appear the moft reafonable in 
point of charge ; and your are all'o to take care in 9II 
your advert'.lcments, a fufficient time be allowed beforV 
the expiration of the contrad, which may then fqbfift, 
or the time which you may limit for receiving pro- 
pofals ior fuch contrad.” 

Unhl's fuch advmill'ments are made, and a fair 
compttirirn allowrti, I do not fee bow the board cm 
judge whether the contrador’s propolah nrc realon Me 
or ii'it. It cann/tbe expeited tiut'tic tnen)b"'s 01 
this board ran he comptvnt jiidnes of the roi j a-a'ive 
prices, between beef and mutton in all pirt‘ cl tins 
country, within and without the proMnet, , vlv.re 
troops may ferve, or at what rates the conti-ut )- may 
be able to procure them, allowing fir ciiikrtnce, 
between wholcfale and retail purchalcrs. 

Such a queflion is more fit to be dff’d'vl hv 1 10. 
iciSona! men, than by members of this counc.l, it left 
ro make their ofF«.rs, according to the ordas ol the 
Court of Diredors, Some of them would wuhovit 
doubt bring the moft reafonable propoials before the 
board, of which the nature of the fcrvice was capable, 
and ir would then belong to the board to judge which 
oiTcr was moft advantageous. 

I muft however obferve, that the contrador ftates 
the differencemthat' will anfe by fupplying mutton in* 
ilead of beef, to be on^rana fix pice fonat per man per 
day, and m confequehcc of engaging to deliver mutton 
for the fix hot months, and mutton and beef alternately 
for the remainder of the yearv he, in oppofition to hw 
oi*n principles, requires to be paid the difference bc« 
rween the two articles, tlifooghout the whole year. 
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I do not believe the price of tnutton will exceed that 
of beef, fiippofinR the quality to be equal, and each 
conlumed'in its proper feafon, but granting that the 
former (hovild exceed the latter, even to "the extent 
flated by the comraftor j under what pretence does he 
claim the addition of one ana and fix pice per man 
'per day, for the whole year, where he contraQs only 
to change or vary the diet for three quarters of a year. 

In other refpeAs, I jnuft confider myfelf as^lkfttn* 
tirely without the necclfary information on thisMbieft, 
and can tlierefore only lay bef 're the Council, af the 
information of /he Court of Dircdois, an effjthatCf 
fljewmg the dilTefcnce and excefs of 'expence, b^t#cen 
the la c c( utra( 5 b and the prefent propofal, tor vidual^ 
111’'' rile European foldicrs llationcd at the PrcOdency, 
t iffuher vvitli the further cxccfs, provided the contradb 
hr txt'.nii.d to the fopply of the whole European efta* 

1 1 !, -ui'iii, both wiihin and without the provinces^ 
h Will be confiderably increafed when the eftablilh- 
ir/.r.t IS c^nplcated, according to the propofals of the 
i oiii'iiander in Chief 

i have already objeded to the term, and I now ob< 
.1 to il.e conditions of this contraijl. , ^ • 

C'jmparative view of the expence of vidtualKng the 
European foldiers, ttationed at the Prefidency, bj:- 
twixt the prefent and the prdppled contract. ' 

Prefent Contraft. St. R. A. P. 
Each man for n months, at 5 rupees 60 o q 

Propoled Contract 

Each man for 365 days at 3 annas 5 picas ^ 
per day — 77 I5 1 . 

£ 2 Di0ereqce 
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Difference being an yearly excels on 
the (irefent cootrad for each mani 
ft^tioned at the Prcfidency — * 7*5 

77 *5 * 77 *5 I 


The medium number of Europeans returned at 
the Prcfidency for the laft three months, including 
ihofe atachcd to the third brigade, to the company 
ot Artillery brigade at the Prcfidency, and at Budge- 
Budge} the Invalid body-guard, and the European 
women and children, is 1645, 17 rupees 

15 anas i pice, makes the yearly excefs, on the pre- 
sent contrad for vidualling the Europeans attached 
to the Prcfidency, Sonar rupees 29515 12 1 

753 Europeans returned upon the me- 
dium of three months, with the fe- 
cond brigade at Burrampore, (but 
no women or children are included 
as they are not returned) on half 
batta. 

* 

81 Europeans at Chunar and Baxar on 
ditto. 

834 Men at 17 rupees 15 anas 1 pice, the 
yearly excefs for vidualling one man, 

Sonat rupees — — *4964 3 6 

197 Men returned on an average of three 
months, with the temporary brigade 
on full batta. 

4 

871 Men returned on an average of three 
months, with the firft brigade on foil 
batta 


1068 Men 



1068 Men at 35 rupees 14 ««« * 

th*^ yearly exception bS fte prefent 
contraft for' tiftnaUing-' e^e nm 
when on full batta ■ w 3S385 10 


Total cxcefe on the prefent conttaft for 
viaualling the Europeans of the arpy, jf 
the propofed contratt be extended to the, 
whole European eftabliflurient, Sonat ru- 
pc.es, per annum - 82895' $ 7 

Mr. BarweU and &r Eyre Coote fobferibe to epi- 
nion of the Governor General. • 

Refolved, That the propofals of the executor of the 
late army controftor, viz. to fupply mutton inftcad of 
beef, for the ptovifion of ..the troops ferving at the 
Prcfidcncy, from April to September inclufive j and 
during the remaining fix months, mutton and beef 
every other day, alternately, ' for which he IhaH be al- 
lowed fix anas ten pice fonat per man per day, through- 
out the whole year, only to vary under the regulation 
of full and half batta, which ever the troops 'at the 
Prcfidency may be entitled to receive — be agreed to. 


Minutes on the confraft for viSualling Fort William. ■ 

Extrafi proceedings Military Department 5th Au^ft| 

, - , i779- _ ' 

minute by the Commander in Chief on tliC' 
general efiablifliment and rcgulatibpi orf'.the army, 
under the Prefidency of Twi Wili^W*. dated yilit 
July* * 779 * ■ ^ V ■ .-..I;; 
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Eyre Ceote. * 

I approve of the department of provifions and regu- 
lations refpeding its being kept up> 

Governor General. 

Having received frequent remonftrances from the 
agent for this depofit concerning the heavy Ioffes and 
inconvenience^ to which he is I'ubjccled by the prcfcnc 
indefinite term of his agency, which obliges him to 
purchafe the different articles of the ffoies at the current 
prices of the markets, and in fuch quantities as are fpe* 
eified in the preferibed lifts, which, m times of fcarcity, 
can neither be procured of equal qualities, as in feafuns 
of plenty, nor without an increafe in i “ price, fome- 
times even greatly exceeding the rates preferibed in the 
table formed by the board, The Governor General re- 
commends that the agency be converted into a contraH^ and 
be fixed for the term of five years.-— T\it Governor Gene- 
ral defires his motion to be inferted in this place, but to 
prevent any delay in paffing the rcfolutions r -quired, by 
the lubjeds cxprefsly I'ubmitted to the board by the 
Commander in Chief, he defires that the opinion of the 
fioa<d may be received upon it in circulation. 

15 th Auguft. 

Sir Eyre Code, 

I entirely concur in the motion of the Governor- 
Geaeral, as I am clear that a conlraBor can aS cheaper, 
•and of emfe perform the fervice better, by having his con- 
trail for a feries of years Hum for one only, when his profit 
mvfl be mmen/e even to bear lam harmkfs and much more to 
fecure him a profit, and this is bitter knewn than 7 do, by 
members ofMui board, to be the general prcMice ofi Europe. 

Jlmtvrr, had I not thefe Jmdammtal principla to induce 
me to jupport iht Gavemor General's motion, 1 fiiould /UU 
vufl heartily join in tt from the long knowledge I have of 

the 
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ikt mritiof toh^ dhilaus,hmiir, ani integri^ 

I know to bt equal to any charge that Gmenmrvt can co«/Jy 
upon Atm.lind \’>hich I am confident be will execute with 
as much advantage to his employee, as credit to himfelf, 
and thofe who place him in it. 

^Signed) E. COOTE. 


Mr. Wktkr, 

As I have upon a very recent occafion afii^ied my 
reafons for prefemi^ annual caatuBts to engagements 
of a longer pet/od, and as I have hkewife endeavoured 
.to prove that no other can be entered into vMtbout fub* 
jecting on he One hand, the contra^or to an unrcalon'* 
able degree cS rif(}ae, or the Company, on the other, 
to an improvident bar|ptin, it remains pnly for me to 
add, that m my opinion, if pains were taken to felefi; 
from among the variety of contrads that already have, 
or probably very foon Will, become the fubjett of pub- 
lic difniffion, it might prove diffirult to take from the 
mafi), one where the fitnels of an annual contract m pre- 
ference to a longer penod W&smore ftriking, and where 
the arguments m favour of a contraiy opinion, can with 
Icfs effeS or reafon be apphed. 

The advantage and utility of annual contrafb, are fo 
well known in England, t^t I do npt recoiled a fin^e 
inllauce among the Company’s engagements, whether 
for military or naval (lores, for provifaons, or for any 
aiticle either for export or home confumption, where 
the contrads or engagbments have not expired within 
the year; and although 1 feem called upon by the Com« 
mandfr in Cbllf to evince the contiary pradice, I muft 
here declare, that thofe which I had the honour to he 
engaged in with government, were for no longer a period. 

I may hkewife further add, that the public received 
no finall advantage from the Ihoit duration ot ihofeoin- 

trads. 
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truSiSt yet fufiioent encouFagetnent was gtm to t!>e 
contraaors. 

4 

If then the fundamental f»rifidples>6f contrafb are 
as I hare Hated them in favour of annual ones, or if 
the pircauMon tsnecelTary, and generally adopted, in a 
,vountry whcic the value of each article can be afcer- 
tained with to much facility and eafe, and where either 
a rife or fall ot the markets rarely exceeds live per cent, 
how mud) more expedient muft a fimilar reguUtion 
piovc in Bengal, where them is frequei ily a flufluatiop 
ol Unity per cent. . * 

> * 

To prove tlic utility of entering into eng igements for 
fo long a pciiod as hve )cai$, it is ncccffary, in my 
opinion, to Hate very different arguments from ihofe 
made ufe of in the Govemor General’s minute, viz. It 
ought to be clearly afcertaioed that the at tides to be con> 
titled for, aic lubjcQ: to Itulc or no lludualion, and 
that they will certainly be piocuied at or about the fame 
pure, whidi rcgulatesthe^aikctsat tiiciomraincemcnt 
of the rontrad ; without lone luch rule the contrafl- 
ing parties will become equally expofccl to the il! con* 
Icqucurcs of long engagements, wlurh Hiouer ones aie 
better calculated to lelicvc, if not entiidy CAcmpt them 
horn. 

In addition to the above arguments it may be ne- 
Cciiity to obfetve that a depolii of provifions in Fort 
William can only b; required in the cafe of a war, 
or the apprehenfion of a war, and that many circum* 
Hauces may happen which might render it quite un> 
nealary and leave t^e rontradl if extended to the 
time propofed, an ufeiefs buiden and expeoce on the 
Com nan V. 


For 
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For thefe rrafons I am againft entering into any coh^ 
traft for a* term exceeding one year. 

(Signed) E. WHELER. . 


Mr. Francis, 

EVERY objcftion urged againft difpofing of the 
bullock contrafl! for five years in the manner pro- 
pofed, in my opinion lies with greater force againft 
the propofition. Both of them ftand in direft contra- 
d:<ftion to the 36th article of the Company’s inftruftions 
to the hoard, ii> which it is ordered, “ that all con- 
trails with the conditions, be publicly advertifcd, and 
fea'cd propofals received for the fame.” 

The bufinefs of fqpplying the fort with ftores, has 
hitherto been pei formed by agency, and this mode 
was exprcfsly cholcn by the GovcrnofoGeneral himfelf, 
bccaul'e “ an adverlifmenS for a contraS for fueh Jiores 
ivoiild he mproper. Jt would he to tell the world what 
provijion was male for the defence of the garriftnF 

The Governor General now reprefents, that “ he has 
received freqaail ranonjlranees frem the agent of this depart.^ 
ment, cmeming the heaoy lojes cad inctmenkneies to which 
he is JidijeUed, by the prefent indefinite term of his agency f 
and on this ground recommends, “ ihat it be converted 
into a ceniraB, and be jmd for the. terra of five years f. 

It is natural enough that the agent, after enjoying the 
moft profitable employment, that I believe ever exifted 
under this go^isrnment, fince January 1777, without 
any public complaint of thofe heavy loDes, and ttioon* 
veniendes, againft which he now remonftrates, fiiould 
wilh to have it fecured to him for five years longer.— 
It is alfo very natural, that at the approaching expiration 
F of 
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of (be government, he flioold feel feme apprebcnCon 
for the fate of bis agency under a new one, and thr.t be 
Ihould ufc his intereft with a majoiity of the board ; if 
poffible in put it out of their fuccclfors power to reduce 
bis immoderate profits, or to make any new arrangement 
for the public lervice, in this impoi tint department. — 
But when he alfirms thst he has fufFered heavy Ioffes 
and inconveniencies, by the indefinite term of his ageuc)', 
lb extraordinary a propofition ougljt to have been ac- 
companied with fomething like it proof. ’ Nothing lefs 
than its being brought before us by the principal member 
of the board, could induce me to ^ve it a ferious conli- 
deration, » 

In oppofition to it, I fhall (late fomc fa£ls, wlucit I 
believe will fet the m.altcr in a clear Hgiit. 

1 ft. The amount of the provifions fupplied by the 
•igent bncf the comincnccmcnt of his agency, is current 
rupees 370,252 prime cod, as per account annexed. — 
'J his lum is aclvanceti to him by government, as fall a,s 
lies fopplics are purchafed, coniequently be has not 
been fiibji.d to any dillrefsor difficulty toraife money. 

He lofes nothing on the head of intereft, and if he is 
not verr rarelels, or uufkilful in his management, he 
ought to have been a con fiderable gainer on the original 
j»Wj<chale of the feveral articles, independent of the pro- 
fils he may make, by the oceafional converfion of the 
ftoies at favourable oppor£anit;cs. He has the favour 
and profcftion of government, to fupport him in bis 
purchafes ; witLch, in this country, is no finall advan- 
tage. He bitys great quantities at a time,%it what feafuu 
he plcafcs, and is paid at the average rate -fixed, by the 
b&xar jirice of fmall quantities, that is, he buys in grofs, 
and 'ineffefl fells in retail, andlaftly, be trades with a 
dock purchaft'd for him, with the public money. 


2d. 
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?(i. To’fecure the,8genf, hftWever, ajainil all po(IlbJ<| ■ 
Ioffes, to enable him fo ke^p a conffant flock, and ta ' 
reward him for his troupe, il was oi jgjnally ag'ced to 
take ihc Oi'inionofthreeoftheirtOfl reputafele merdwnts ' 
in Calcutta, what might be a realonable -comtniffion 
on the value < •£ the luppiies, to anfwcr all the above 
fuipofcs; and Meff. Kobinfon, Killican, and Croftes, 
who were confulted on the occafion, rcporte4, that 
twenty per cent, per anjiutn, would be a reafqnable 
commilEon. It was refolved Deverthel^rs by the Gof 
vernor-gencral and Mr. Harwell, againft General CW 
vi ring's opinion and mine, that thirty per cent, per art* 
nutn, fliould be allowed. ' ‘ 

3d. The commiffion already drawn by the agent, on • 
n lapply oi current rupees, 370,252 arnounts to current 
rupees 220,912, that is lipce the 10th of March 1777. 
Ilis annual commiflion on the above fum, amounts ta 
current rupees 111,075, ypthe complains that he fuffers 
heavy Ioffes and inconveniencies, by the. indefinite term of 
his agency. 

Nothing more I imagine need be faid, to detnoit* 
flrate the unreafonablencfs and inexpediency of any mea- 
fure tending to Continue the a^ncy on its prefeut foot- 
ing. But independent of all other objefiUons, 1 objeA 
to the propofed contraft, as to an aSt exceeding the limits 
of our lawful authority. 

If it be in the power of a majority of this board, at 
the moment of their own diffolution, to bind their fiic- 
ceffors by engagements for any term tljiey think proper^, 
and todifable them from coireSing any exiflipg aotojp,, 
it will be in vain for the Company or Parljaiimiit tp 
change the adminiflration of the Compny s affairs in the; 
country, and to veil it in other hands. That' quellidn 
however, if I continue in the government, fliill be tried 
F 2 in 
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In behalf of the Company ; and if it be in ihy power, 
the exorbitant profits of this agency, in whatever (hape 
it may be continued, (hall reduced. In the mean 
time, I proteft againll the propoiition, and will not fign 
thecontrafl. 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 


Mr. BameU, 

I have read with attention, the dilTent and proteft 
of Mr. Francis to the meafure for continuing the fupply 
of viftualling (lores with Mr. Belli, the ^refent agent, who. 
furniihes thefc (lores. 

The principles on which this dilTent is grounded, might 
require examination, if the warmth with which it is miide, 
and the intimation given in the concluding words of it, 
twould allow any one who reads it, ' .'doubt the indu- 
ence under which it is written. ' ‘ 

That fpecies of difpfition, which is eftablilhed and 
maintained by the operation of an unremitted dependence 
on the will of rulers, is, of ail others, moil' pernicious to 
a community, becaufe every member of a community fo 
circumdanced, muft, when it fyilematically prevails, either 
preferve his Ration by fervile compliances, or ri(k it by 
venturing to a£l on principles of freedom. In (hort, un- 
remitted dependence for pecuniary benefits, is a conRarit 
bribe given to an individual, by the rules of every Rate, 
who annex it as a condition to the benefit they confer. 
I cannot therefore acquiefee in the reafoning I have heard 
advanced by the members in oppofition, nor fubferibe 
to their opinion, which would make the prefent agent, 
who furniAes and keeps up tbe depofit of provifions for 
Fort William, hold his office during pkafufc.' 

'Fhe bbjeCliofls which are made to the commiffion of 
• fiftcch 
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fifteen per cent, for furnifhing the ftores, and to tibie, 
fifteen per cent, allowed to indemnify the agent for, re. 
placing the decayed and damaged Itores, and for renew- 
ing the whole depoQt every year, are indeed ingetiioufly. 
ftated, and the inventive powers appear racked to the 
utmolt to make this commiflion, and this allowance,, 
amounting in the whole to thirty per cent, ftrike the fu- 
perficial reader as an exorintant premium i but I will ad- ' 
venture to affirm onmy'otvs imowledg^^,d^peri(hahie , 
nature of the {lores lup^Usd ^d keptfip, thit ih& 
polfible for the agent to derive much or any benefit, if hc '^ 
does not fuifcpa iofs, which 1 really think he mud from 
this part of hi.s ‘engagement. Where is the gariifon in 
which a dcpolit of provilions is kept at the public charge, 
that does not condemn more than fifteen per cent, of 
fuch IlOresinthecQurfeof one year; over and above the 
heavy iofs arifing to tlie public, by the yearly renovation 
of the depplit } I believe the depot of the gariifon of 
(iibraltar is not, nor can be maintained by the EngUlh 
government at fo fmall an expence, while the fupplies aic 
contrafiled ior, and the Iofs on condemned dorcs borne 
by the nation, as well as of thofe which, 'though not 
condemned, are (old off at the end of every year as being 
of a ])crifhable nature, and though fit fur immediate 
u(e, are not in a date of prefervation, or capable of it, 
for the courfe oPanother feafon. And if this is the cafe, 
and it certainly is the cafe, fifteen per cent, for , tiie reno- 
vation of the depoiit of provifions for Tort William, and 
the Iofs arifing from condemned dores, is a very mode- 
rate premium, much more moderate, I afllrm, than the 
expence would be to our government, was a contrafl 
entered into for an annual iiipply, and the old flores in 
prefervation and thofe condemned, fold at the eiid of 
every year for Government. Why it Ihould be advanced 
as an argument againd the mode propofed for keeping 
up a depofit in high and perfect pn^retVation, that the 
agent pofilbly may do it without lo& to filmfelf, I cannot 
• ‘ comprehend 
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comprehend, unlefs it means to aflirm, by imjjication, 
that Government can keep up fuch a dcpofit with eriual 
facility, and without lofs, or little lofs. If this is the 
pofition laboured to be cftablilhed, 1 deny it, and the 
experience of every man mufl contradifl: it. 


In what office of our Government, or in any Govern- 
‘ ment, are (lores of a periihable nature kept Ui) without 
and 1 am furc in no 
that 'a'l^'ii^- falfet^*toi^"r«iiv obfervation, and I 
upon the other members for information if any office 
hns, under theirs. 


In all the offices of (apply under our (.ovennnent, ad- 
vances are made on the applit atr m of our odicers, and a 
conimiliion cf (if e.'U ! er cent, allowed on the rates fixed 
by Government on ilic articles to be lupplicd. On many 
articles this coiitmi'iion i;; reduced to nothings as their 
real price far exceeds the rales — v/liileon ol'u'rs it is e.i- 
hanced f'V being, Irelow the rales. 1 dare af'irin :iri' agent 
for .keeping up the tiepoiit of provifron lor, FuU W’dii-an, 
would cUt'cm hitijfell very happy to draw hisconnnidion 
dear for the fupplies, and dri'engage himleJf from :lic 
further .illowancc of lilteen per ce.u. with the cnndiiion 
anne.xed to it, of retiewing and keeping up the depolit. 
But as I am convinced it is not for the interclt of Go- 
vernment to remit this condilioHj and contrail at fifteen 
per cent, fimply for an annual fupply, I can never ac- 
quiefee to make his office a mere office of luppiy, and 
fabje6l the Company to tlie burlhenfome lofs of renewing 
yearly fuch periihable lloresj the perplexed and intri- 
cate manner in which the account annexed to Mr. 
Jfrancis’s minute is drawn, obliges me to oppofe to it a 
^ore fimple and coniprebeniive one, (hewing the 
periods ; tlie amount of the fupplies, and the cotnmiffion, 
i|b the id of May, 1779, from the sft of May, lyyy* 
in which period the firft purcbalit of 1 50,23 ir. 8a. 3p. 

malt 
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mull have been renewed twice at the expcnce of the , 
agent, and the fabfeqocnt ones to the thirtieth of AprU : 
once. V 

I will not propofe that the commiffion drawn of Bfteen 
per cent, in the courfe of the fame period ftould ftand 
oppofed — I am convinced none of the other offices of 
fupply are folow, or in which the Cervices of the agents 
liave a meaner reward, 

I agree to the proportion tdf keeping ilpa depoht bt 
provilions for tl^e garriiim of Fort ^Villiam, on the terms 
(if the exifling agency on a contratt for live years. 


The Governor General defircs the following Minute 

may be recorded on the proceedings in reply to Mr., 

Francis’s of the 17 th of Aiiguft : 

Mr. Barwell has already fo fully anfwcrcd every ob- 
jeclion urged by Mr. Fiancis, againll the prc.priety of 
continuing to iVir, Belli, the agency for fupplying the 
garrifon of Fort William in provilions for five years, 
tiiat any further remarks from me appear to be un- 
neceffary, but when I confider Mr. Bclli’s fitiiation in 
my family, and the acrimony of ftile difplayed in Mr, 
Francis’s proieft, as well as the fevecal infuuiations 
contained in it, I cannot help deeming the violent 
oppofition be has made to my motion, as pcrfonal ; 
and viewing it in this light, I ffiall trouble the board 
with a few remarks upon the fubjeft, after having 
thankfully acknowledged , how much I think myfclf 
obliged to Mr. Barwell {wbattver were his motives) 
both for the rcadinefs and ability with which he has 
refuted the arguments offered by Mr. Francis againlt 
this mcaftirc. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Francis begins by obferving, that this contraft 
is in direft oppofition to the Company’^ orders, and 
that the bufinefs has hitherto been performed by 
agency, &c. 

^ To furnifh a depofit of provifions for the garrifon 
of Fort William, is not bufinefs for proclamation, nor 
to be difpofed of to the lowed bidder, for the reafons 
which I before ufed, and which Mr. Francis, I know 
not why, has quoted againd it. 

An agency with a fixed rate, and a fixed commifilon, 
is to all intents and purpofes a com 6 t. All that 1 
have now propofed is, to fix the term, and to bind the 
(cbntraift by penalties. 

I can by no means agree with Mr. Francis, that the 
agent viifuallet enjoys the moft profitable employment 
that ever exifted in this government. 

Mr. Livins has an agency ivilb 1 5 pir cent, cmmljfvm 
en articles rated by former charges of commiffaries, of 
tourfe greatly above the real ceji, Mr. Livtus is pro- 
feffedly patronized ly Mr. Francis, vjhopaffes his bills . — 
Ffine or ten lacks thus paid to him, are yet unaccounted 
for. 

In an anfwer to Mr. Francis’s infinuation, that it 
is natural enough for the agent to wifli to fecurc him- 
fclf, before the expiration of the prefent govern- 
fpent, I avm the fall as to tnyfelf, as mil as to the 
agent, 

s , When 1 fee a fyftemafic oppofition to every mcafure 
S^ropofed by nac for the i'ervice of the public, by 
■ which an individual may eventually benefit, I cannot 
befitatc a moment to declare it to be my firm belief, 

that 
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that fhould the government of this country be placed 
m the Ifands of the prefent minority, they would Tcek 
the ruin of every man connefled with me. It it 
therefore onfy an a£t of common juftke in me, to •xif} u 
fecure them, as far as / legally can, from the apprehenjiott 
of future oppteffioH, 

Mr. Francis has grofsiy mif-ftated my minute, wher 
he fays, 1 affirm the contrai^r .Mp^d ‘ 
lolTes, by the 

forry to add this to the 'tnftatran'^ipoii 
during the courfc of our debates, of the inaccuracy oi 
Mr. Francis’s quotations, and his fubfequent rcafonings 
in confequence. 

I faid he was “ fuhjelled to maty heavy Ioffes, ana 
fame he has aSually fujiained in the purebafe of articles at 
20 per cent, above the table of rates on the capital 
article of grain, he has indeed been a gainer, his pur- 
bhafts having been luckily made at a time of plenty, 
and his falcs, with the public apprehenfion of a fcarcity. 
JH^s I'uccefs in this inftance has alarmed him for the 
future, and with rcafon. 

Suppofe the reverfe had happened, with his inde- 
finite agency, which may expire to-morrow, he can 
only venture to purchafe what is immediately wanted, 
and that he is obliged to provide. H.e cannot venture 
to invell a large capital in difliant commiffions. Of 
courfe bis purchafes, by being made at hand, are from 
the deareft, as well as the nearell markets. He may 
buy his rice at ao feers for the rupee *, be may be un- 
der the necefiTity of felling it at 40, and this one article 
proves his ruin. 

With what propriety can the profits of this agency 
be ftUed immoderate f 

G The 
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The rates were fixed by accurate and aSui!, fates of 
thetnaikct, and the agent was allowed the cuftomary 
commiffion of 15 per cent, on ^e purchafes, he was 
obliged to change the (lores, and aiHowed for damages 
(which in many would be the lofs of the whole, and in 
all of i'omcthing) 15 percent, on, the prime coft, fo 
fold. This Mr. Francis calls 30 per cent, and rates it 
‘as a clear profit. — Befides this drawback, the agent, as 
\,will appear from an inipeSlpn of his books, if called 
ffor, has fiequently been obliged do (iurchafe llores at a 
‘^rice far exceeding the allowances made to him by 
the Company, ■ '4 

'• *' ' 4 ' 

In the purchafe of 

Ghee, he loft : 20 pw cent. 

Moong — — 25 ditto 

Turmerick — — 17J ditto 

Oil — — ' 52 ditto ^ 

Salt beef — ““33 ^Ikto 

He is likewife liable to Ioffes in the tranfporlatioo 
of goods to Calcutta, and by an adventure from Pur- 
iiea laft fcalbn, fuftained a lofs of 10,000 rupees. 

■ I^r. Francis, ftating the fum of current rupees 
2,29,912, as a clear gain to the agent, makes no de- 
dulftion for the Ioffes 1 have fpecified, nor has he con> 
fidered the decay, waftage, fervants wages, cooley 
hire, and other unavoidable expences, attending the 
:,*agMC&for near three years i but in order to fwcil this 
fum iS^much as poftSblc, he has irtcloded in it, about 
70,000 rupees, as received by the agent, though the 
.«ifk for which it was paid to him wiU nOc expire 'till 
May, 1780. 

, Mr. Francis once thought differendy of my pto : 

the 
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the words of his minute deJivefed on the 4th Novem- 
ber, *776, when it was firft lead at the Boards were, 
“ if the Jervire he ncceffary in aty degree, it is a fervite 
of the firji neceffity^ ofdfhntd not be ftmtedfor thefnke of 
toy inconfidff'abk fe^ittgy which in the event ferhaps nugH 
only be apparent." ' 

I am firmly of opinion, ahd am happy to be con- 
firmed in it by the fentime ntr of the commander in 
chief, that the fervice mull continue of the firft 
necefiity, while wt continue in pofiefiioa of Fore 
William. 

I alfo moU heartily concur with the commander m' 
chief in op'nion, that the Boatd could not confer a 
contrad of this Importance on a pentleman of more 
honor and integrity than Mr. Belli, or who could 
more confcicnttoully diicharge the duties of it. 

In reply to Mr. Francis’s obfervation, that Mr. Belli 
enjoys the favor and protetiim of government, I do molt 
folcninly declare that he haa never applied to me for 
the moll ending inierlerenceor fupporc in bis agency. 

I have one remark to make on the lubjed of this 
agency fincc Mr. Francis has thought proper to make 
fo pointed an attack upon it. He mufl remember how 
ftrenuofly it was oppokd by ihc late General Claver- 
ing in us feveral (lages. Hts j^rotelts and remarka 
were tranfinitted to thcCouicof DireClors, and were 
received at a time when our pioceedings were rigidly 
icrutinized, and when every meafure prupofed by me 
which could be deemed, in the fmallcd degree objodi* 
enable, underwent the feverell comment. 


My plan for fupplying Fort William with provi- 
Hons, pafled without a remark; and th'i is to me a, 
G 2 convincioi^ 
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convincing proof that the DireSors efteemed it^to be 
highly benweial to the company*. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTIS’GS. 

Hougb^t iS OElober, 1 779. 


Mr. francis, 

1 HAVE not feen Mr. Barwcli’s minute in which 
the Governor General aflirms, that ('very cljelhm 
urged by me againft the contrafb prnpoied to be 
given to Mr. Belli for five yeais, is fuliv anlwered. I 
oid not know that fucli a minute cxifttd and unlefs 
fafts can be altered, I cannot for tny 1 vn part con- 
ceive It poflible, that mine can be tefuu .* The Go- 
vernor General’s minute was tranftnilted to me this 
morning. 

If recrimination docs not imply an admiffion of the 
charge, it certainly is no defence againft it j I cannot 
allow that one abufe is jollified by another j nor am I 
bound to anfwer any objedlions, whether valid or not, 
to the agency for ftores held by Mr. Livius. — The 
Governor General and Mr. Harwell had iuft as much 
concern in giving ii to him as 1 had . — If it be liable 
to abufe, ivby is it net canned? if his profits are tea 
great, tvly laic they not beat reduced? Mr. llaJHngs 
and Mr. Baiwcll haxe had ahfolute power in their hands 
for above three years. 

It is faid ** that Mr. livius has an agency with fifteen 
fet ant. conitmjfm on arthUs rated by jormr chorines of 
etmnujfarits ; of courft greatly above the real cofi,'* If 

the 

Vet the Dirrflors have feverely cenfured it, in their letter by 
the Gentr<)l Barker ; but being ilow in thejr proceeding*, it en- 
tqdraged Mr. Haftiog* to infer in hit own favour, that they had 
^ipvedit. 



the affertion .were true in terms^^:it.remjiins to lie ex- 
plained, even on tfe pfmople of precedents, 'Ics tin 
giving fifteen per cent: dgext^ JuPfies giving thirty 

per cent. p dnotier.—littcff. Robifen, Killican, and 
Croftcs reported that 20 per cent, per annl would be 
a rcafonable comtniffion to Mr. Belli. Mr. Uupngs 
and Mr. Barweil, neverthekfs gave him thirty. — With 
re!bect to the military ftorrlceeper^s book of rates, , the 
fact is, that it was formed hy the hie Cohiet Dow, with 
the approbation of the Board of Ordnance, not by the 
former charge of the cmmijfaries, but by an enquiry into 
the ablual Bazar puices of that. period-, whether Mr, 
Livius gains or loh:s by thofe rates, is unknown tn 
me. I believe that occafionally he. may do both. — I 
have no right to examine hti mercantile books, nor 
does it concern the fcrvicc in queflion. 

It is faid that “ Mr. Livius is profejfedly patronized by 
mef I recommended him to the office of military 
ftorefteeper, and I would maintain^ him in the juft 
rights belonging to it, on the fanac principle, on which 
I would infift on his performing the duties of it •, thus 
far my patronage of Mr. Livius has extended. 

But it is faid, “ that I pafis his bills-," the aflcriion, 
as it Hands expreffed, may be fuppoled to be a mif- 
take. — The Governor well knows, that I refigrwd 
the employment of comptroller of the offices frotn the 
end of December, 1778; and that I have repeatedly 
urged to him the neceflity of requelHng fome other 
member of the board to undertake it from that period. 
Places of influence and profit,, arc not feen fo eafily 
relinquifted. If the accounts of the public offices 
have not fincc b6en examined, the Governor General, 
I prefume, will afiign his reafons for it to the com- 
pany v neither is it true, that I eveir' pafled Mr Livius’s 
bill in the lenfe plainly implied by the Governor: 



( 16 ) 

they were conftantly examined Mr. Baugh and his 
affiftant, with the utmoft. ftridnefs,- before they came 
to me for their final confirmation. My diary is before 
the Court of Dire^ors, itwasnot poffiblc therefore, 
that I could favour Mr. Livius, of any body elfe, 
unlefs Mr. Baugh and i afted in colIuTion, I defire 
that he may be examined at the, board upon his oath, 
and in my abfence, concerning, the majiner in which I 
executed my part of the examirtation ; and I moft ear- 
neidy requcll of Mr. Whe^t^, to make a motion in my 
behalf to this effeft, at the next Board of Infpeflion; 
I leave it to the Governor General and' Mr. Harwell to 
put fuch queftions to him as the'- think fit. It would 
pe much.ocncath me to make ary other reply to the 
eonclufion evidently meant to be drawn from the fop- 
pofed fad “ «/ nj pffing Mr. Lfivm's hills," but that 
I receive it as it d'eferves, 

' Again it is afierred, “ that nine or ten lacks thus paid 
to Mr. Livius, are yet, unaccounted for" I do not 
know what the amour. t of the military ftore- keeper’s 
difburfements may be fince December laft, having no 
concern in the examination of his accounts. The 
fecrctary has the monthly accounts before him, and I 
defire he will fiate the amount in this place, (current 
R’a. A. P. 

rupees 4,18,965 : 13 : 6) the military ftore-keeper’s 
accounts or his difburfements being given unto him 
every month, and a balance ^rqqk before he receives a 
farther advance fqr the ^firing month, it cannot truly 
Jw faid, that the fums he Jjas fcccivcd fince December 
iaft, are unaccounted for. ' If his accounts are not ex- 
amined, it is not his fault. 

Any perfcn unacquainted with the tranfadion of 
bufinels in the military florc-kecper’s office, and who 
faw only in what circumftances, aad with what ap- 
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parent vjevf it is aflcrted, ** that nihe 'or ten lacks tbui 
paid to Mr. Jhue 'Deember' are yet miac- 

counted for,'* would nitinra^ conclude that this money 
was all on account of:' his agen^ for the provi0on of 
rpilitary ftorcs.' For if it were nof fo, the comparifon 
between his fuppofed proHcs, and thofe of Mr. Belli 
(to fhclter which, Mr, Livius’s name and office are 
manifeftly introduced) proves nothing, and falls to the 
ground. Now the is, that the greateft part of the 
monthly fums iflued to Mfr. LiviUs, are advanced’ to 
him as military flore<keeper, not as agent. Out of 
thefe he pays his awn office charges by a fixed eftabliih* 
ment j the eftablifoment of the cdmmilTary general’s 
office, with the price of all the articles furnifhed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Green by contradl; j the price of all 
the powder furnifhed monthly by the powder con- 
tradlor ; and many other contingencies. In the ma« 
nagement of all thefe difburfements, the military ftore« 
keeper pays as fail; as he receives, and halt no profit 
whatfoever, not even that of having a fum of public 
money for a fhort time in his hands. It is a fad, not 
unworthy of notice in this place, that all the other 
heads of officers, receive their monthly advances 
twenty days before he does, owing to feme difficulty 
of adjuftment between him and the CommiiTary, by 
which in this refped they both fuffier. 

The following ftategaent which 1 haye defired the 
fccretary to fill up, will Ihew what proportion the fore- 
going dilburfements, bear to the total amount of 
the military ftore-kce'per’s advances, fince December 
laft. 

Firft, Total amount of advances. Current Rupeesi 
from January, 1779, mclofivc 442105 : 7 : 6 


Second 
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SfCon#, Amount of o$ce charge;, 

. aa pcr cftabliflimcnt for ditto - 1 68'99 : 8 ; o 

'Third, Amount paid..toLicut«»nt 
G'lonel Green, for ditto *— 16321 : 7 ; 8 

Fourth, Ditto to the powder epn- 
tradlor — — ^ , 12-4605:14 : 9 

Five, Ditto of all other condiment 
..cxpcnces — — — — ib21j6 : 2:10 

* 4 

Total Current Rupe'’s^' 2 69,943 : 1 : 3 
DiOerence 1,72.162 : 6 : 3 


, . To that part of the Governor General’s minute 
‘■which immediately follows, I (hall make no .infwer. 
He fuppofes his fa 61 .s, and , draws his coneUifion from 
them. Perhaps we ought to deem it a proof of his 
moderation, that he has not endeavoured to fecure liis 
friends in the poffeflion of all the lucrative centradb, 
as well as employments, for the next twenty years j and 
that he has confined the intended operation of his in- 
fluence to fo fhort a period as fi.ve years, after the ex- 
piration of his adminifiration. . He had full as good a' 
right to do one as the other. 

I have quoted the Goveitior General’s own words at 
Ippgtli i yet he fays, “ that I havejgrofily vm-fiOtei his mu 
^e,’* At the worft, I could only have been guilty of 
a mifconflrufiUon, of which every man, who reads my 
minute, would be aUe to Judge, having the Governor's 
words Ikerajly quoted before him ; 1 did really conceive 
that it was meant to be aiierted, or underflood 'at leafl, 
that Mr. Belli hi^yfufiercd ^avy lolTes and inconve- 

joiepae^i,;: 
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liionnc^. It did oot orcur to me, (lut he could hav« 
mtde " fiqmt rmenjifanus uuniin’tr tht heaty kjfu 
and inmvamhu^ to tahwk he was fidjtdtd ly iheprtfinl in~ 
dihtl> cm of Its agnij.’" It, in fad, and after an ex- 
fciteniu of iHjr tnu yeais, he had luSered no (ueb 
iulli and inconveniences we aic thcicfoie to atiiibutc 
tilde ficquent retnonllranccs of the agent, not to any 
loies and inconvenieiKcs he has adually (ultained, but 
niLirly to the quteknefs o his apprchenlioii. He findK 
himlelf fubjeded to loflcs, of winch latlicito he bad no 
tvpnience, and nothing hfs than a toutiadt for hy* 
)cai:> cm iecurc him againfl them 

Hue one would think we might In fure of our fafis,* - 
and that the argument might be concluded. 1 he Go- 
) ernor Gc net al, how ever, is pleafed to take new ground ; 
alter cliaiga.g me tviih baking “ grojsl) mtjjlatcdks ms- 
ndc," lu the (onllrudion 1 gave to the words, " 
j(aitl ti maiy htaiy lojjtsf be hndcif nowafferts, that 

font liC hos alMfj f planted." The word fome," 1 
pulumc, muft refer to hfaty hjfes ; and, it that be true, 
my coi'firudicn of his oiigmal woids is no otlftr (ban 
what hehimfelf now gives them, and confirms } if not, 
he mull be undei flood to hate intended to weaken bis 
own aigunient, by laying, that the agent was only liable 
to heavy lolTcs, when he might ha\ e laid, as lie docs 
now, that he had adually funeicd them. 

I have ilated the whole commilTion as a clear gain to 
the agent, from a convid; on, that it was, or might have 
been lo, or within a mere tnfie of it. In the fupply of 
ai tides of provilicm, the bazar market ictail rates of Cal* 
cutta arc the bighcfl that cctuld be uken. A contrador, 
who pui chafes in grofs quaititir.s in the diGercnt parts 
of the country in which the articles are produced, ought 
to gam at leall enough between the purebafe and the 
Company's priCt, to defray all chavges of tncr^bandbce 

abi 
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and other e^rices whatfoeveT, confidering always thar 
he trades with the public money, and not with Ills own. 

The plan to which 1 originally gave my afient, was 
propofea at a time when , i thought tiat an invafion <rf 
tbefe provinces was a probable event. That apprehen- 
; fion, whether well or ill-founded, was the ground of this 
;'ah<d fcycKil other opir.ion.s driivered by^me, tending to 
„ |tto've the expedienty, if not nccellity, of. putting thele 
?;ptovinces in a pofture of defence. ;i he Governor Ge- 
neral conflantly trtfated the idea of iftt invalion as chime- 
'.rieal ; yet, in this inftance, as well as in many others, 
in which our military and naval eftablilhmcftts have been, 
on his principles, very unneceirarilyi.i ugmented, he 
aClcd as if he thought the apprehcnfion of an invafion 
was not ill-founded j his opinion has been juftified by 
the event, but they botkeondemn his conduft. 

I never wc^uld flint a neceflary fervice for the fake of 
any iriconfiderable faving. I thought this a neceflary 
lervice at the time when it wa? propofed, and I would not 
have ftintfd it ; not that ,X difregard little favings, but 
baaufe I knotv, by experience, that while they arc at- 
tended to, - the great ones are negleftcd. But admittinf 
that the circumllances of public affairs were not changed^ 
as 'I affirm they are, is this really the fame fdan to which 
i originall}’ gave my content ? Did I ever confent to al- 
low the agent a commiflion of thirty per cent, per annum 
iagainll the opinion of the merchants to whom the refe- 
rence was made, and whofe opinion was to have decickd 
the quelUon ? On the contrary, did I rot remonftrate 
againll it ? Was the binding the India Company by 
Cpn^l to maintain a fpecific ganil’on in Fort Winiam, 
^ in one paiticular mode, anJ whether they approved 

it or not, and under evciy poffible change of- the 
cuitiftanccs of the government, ever fuggetted to me at 
tj^mc the agency was piropofed ? If thde qweftionis can- 
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•notljeWwered in the affirmative, it follows, that it ij 
not I who think differently of the plan, biit the Cover* 
nor General, who has changed hit plan for a ^rpofe in ' 
which the public feVvice has no concern. 

On the remainder of the Governor’s minute I lhall, 
make- no remarks, though not for wanf of materials ; t 
content myfelf .with doing my own duty, and letrite it to' 
others to anfwer for tbenffelves. 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 

On tbe 6tb of October, 1779. 

Sir, 

I dcfirc you will fend the incloled minute in circula* 
{ion. I remain, Sir, your's, 

i;. WHELER. 

In confequence of the tnoft .earneft requell of Mr. 
Francis, I move, that Mr. Baugh may'be examined at 
the boaid upon oath, concerning the manner in which 
Mr. Francis hath exaniined and paffed the accounts 0^ . 
Mr. George Livius. And I muft further deOre, that _■ 
his (Mr. Baugh’s) examinatipp may be take? in Mr. 
Jrancis’s abfence. i 

■ • £. w: t 


Extraft ConfultatioB the ill of November, 1779. 

Mr. Baugh attending the board in coniebuence of the 
motion made by Mr. Wheeler, and. entered in the ]blk 
coiffiiltatioD, is admitted. 

H 2 Reacf 
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Read Jrhe motion of Mr. Wheeler, ' , . 

Afr. /ran«j.*--My intention was, to give the Gover- 
nor General an opportunity of fatisfying himfelf, and 
doing me jullicc, upon the points alluded to in the mo- 
tion. I do not inlid upon his. oath, becaufe 1 am per- 
feSly fatisfied that hi.s teftimony will be equally valid 
.without it. A* I was fick at Hougbly at the time the 
'motion was made, I did imagine it would be relolved 
upon in my abfence, but I liave po difficulty about its 
being determined now. 

Governor General . — I ffiall put no quf (lions to Mr. 
Raugh in the inode prelcribed ; I thirk it very irregu- 
lar. I have not even given Mr. bran' t>’s minute .in in- 
tire perufai, although I have kept it by me for fome 
time with the intention of examining ir, and of replving 
to it, if I had found it nectifaiy. Other hiihiKdii of 
more in'poitance, a llrong avcrfion to pcifonal debate, 
and a romiQion of its inutility for any purpofe, either 
of dccifion heie, or of reference at home, have hitherto 
concurred to make me poflpone it, Mr. B.iugh is now 
^fore the b*jard at die requifuion of Mr, Fraiici.s. I 
iliall jeavc it to Mr. Francis to put what queftions he 
may fliink proper to him, cither upon oath, or other- 
■ wife. 

' Mr. Wheder . — I am called upon by Mr. Francis to 
take a part in this difagrceable bafinefs, which is exceed- 
jngly irlvfome to myfelf, and becomes ftill more (b by 
the Governor Genet al’s declining to put any queftions 
to.Mr. Baugh. If time had permitted a Ihort anfwer to 
Mr. Francis’s lad minute, it might have anftv'ered the 
feme purpofe as the qucllions which I mud now addrefs 
to Mr. Baiugit,'‘and f doubt not but the anfwers will give 
the board every fatisfadion they can require. ’■ ' ‘ 
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Jllr. IVktUr delivers the following gueflions to be 
put to Mr.'.Baugb. 

id. Whether it is not your duty, as affillant to the 
contptrollcr uf the offices, to examine the monthly ac« 
toun's of each office before they are feen by the comp* 
ttuUyr, and to furnifh him ivith whatever remarks may 
huve occulted to you thereon ? ^ 

Anjo^tr, Preparatory to the compti oiler’s examining 
the accounts of the offices, they have always been exa- 
mi'i<d by my affiftant, h far at lelpefcted their ralcida- 
tic'iis and additioas, aftei which they have been compared 
ly roe, with the voucheis delivered with them, ibave 
th( u ti cil lu( h charges as were dlabliffiod, with the 
fixed fllaoir nil nts aflvi fuch charges for (lores pi o- 
Milet! by loi.n iJ, oi l-y .looncy, with the terms of the 
in']. HI t t !v ioi thole fupphes. And if upon 

till. ixaiMi’.itioi) I lu\< diltovcicd any deviation from 
ti'l 01, 1 I’dM p< nited them out to the Comptroller, who 
has tilhci i‘nhicdiately deducted the difTerc .ice, or ap- 
})1 cd to tik head of that department, whole accounts 
well under cxarainauoii, for an explanation. 

2'id. Whether you have not conQanlly done fo ? 

Anjwcr. Yes, I have. 

gd. Whether you have ever’ obfciyed, liiat Mr. 
Fiancis, in examining the accounts of the roilirary (lore 
kecpei, or of any othtr of the public offices, or in 
pafiing their bills, or in any other inHance wliatloever, 
has favoured the militafy ftore keeper, or any other 
perfon, or has ever fuffered an error or overcharge in 
his or their accounts, to pafs without lorredion and 
cenfure ^ 


Governor 
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Qc-emor Gtneral.-^l beg that Mr. Baugh may be 
cli{pen(ed from anfwering the t»rd q'ueftion; if there is 
a neccHity for it ; it is highly mpvoper on many ac> 
counts, confidering the vvide diftance between Mr. Baiigh 
and Mr. Franci.s, that he' fliould be obliged to anfwer to 
fuch a quedion. I do noi'rtcoUeH whit mrds of mine have 
given occofim for it bui if I have made ufe of any, which 
either direWylay fuch a charge to Mr. Franciis accomt, or 
imply it, 1 rdraB ihm, without accou^irtg at this time for 
the maniur in which any fuch exprejfion^may have efcaprd rr.e, 
os they are now entirely out of my mimeny. The otjrU of the 
^wflion ihcrfore is remeved. 

• 

Mr. Francif . — I am fatisfied, and d 'itit the queftion 
may be waved. _ 

4lh. To what point of tihie have the.jnilitary ftorc 
keeper’s accounts been examined and palTed by the 
Comptroller? 

To the end of December, 1778. 

5th.. What is the amount of the monthly fums iflued 
to and from the trealiiry for the monthly dilburfements 
of his office, including his agency lince December 1778, 
to the end of September lait ? 

Arfw, The advances made to the military ftore 
keeper from the treafury, between the ift of January 
and 30th of September, 1779, amount to current rupees 
4.24,000 5 but in this fum is not included his advance 
on account of September, being 42,000 rupees, becaufe 
it did not pafs the board in time to be iflued during that 
month, 'i’he order of the treafury was not figned tilt 
the 30th of September ; and I obferve, by (he eftimstte 
of the llore keeper's difburfements for 06 lober, that the 
amount was jiot received till the 6th Of the iad-nientioned 

montbi 
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tober, the amount of yt^dt^snces ii^ued to the military 
Itoie keeper to the end pf ^guft, is flitted , hy me at , 
current rupees 4,42,10^ : 7 : 6 ; but it is proper to , 
remark, that in this fifm is ineJoded the monthly pay- 
ments made to him by Mr. Rof>ert Stewart, on account, 
of the new powder works, and his receipts for ready, 
money fales. 

6th. Has tlie military ftore keeper delivered in 
monthly accounts regularly to the Comptroller’s office 
fince December la(l ? 

0 

Ai^o. Yes, to the end of September-. 

4 * 

Gememor General . — I define to put the two following 
quellions to Mr^ Baugh. ' ’ 

ift. Have Mr. Livius’s accounts ever appeared before 
the board ? 

2d. What is the amount of Mr. Livius'.s receipts and 
difburfementt, from the time he iir(l had charge of bis 
prefent office, to the date of my minute in September ? 
if Mr. Baugh cannot anlWer tbe lad of tliefe <jueflion» 
from his.own official knowledge, I defire him to obtah 
proper official information tocompleal his anfv.'er ? 

t 

I ft Anfw. They never have appeared before the board. 
It was not the intent of the regulations conftituting the 
Comptroller's office, that they Ihould be laid before the 
board. 

2d Anfo}. Not haying the .neceffaiy materials in itiy 
poffeffion for fttrntfhing the accounts required by the 
Governor General, 1 applied ibr it to the militaiy {lore 
keeper, snd beg leave tcplay before die board the fol- 

Jowin? 
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lowing abftraCls, which I have in confequcnce received 
from him, of his rccepts and diibiirfements from Apiil 
1775 to Scptembci. 1779, iticlufive, (Iieforig^i amouiir- 
ingto cut rent rupees 2^,16,074 ■ ; 3, the latter 

to 23,1678 ; I • 3, which conftitiitcd a balance m fa- 
vour of Mr. Livius, which he had adiuajjy advanred for 
the Con pany, inflead of being nine nr ijn laths i*i ar- 
rear. Mr. Livius was appointed to the oihtt of inihtaiy 
ftoie keeper on the 20th d March, *775, and the Go- 
vernor's minute is dated in September, 1779. 

I think it proper to acquaint the board, that my ap- 
plication foi this accouiit would have cen made to tlie 
Accomptant Qeneral, and not to oie imhiaiy (lute 
keeper, could the foimcr have fuinifhed n tfimplete. 
But the geneial books be ng balanced only to the gtth 
of April, 1778, it could not have been pupated born 
them to a period fubfequent to that titnc. I btheve 
alfo, that the entiles m the general books <tc ad)’'.flcd 
fiom the abilrads of the receipts and dilburluT’ci'ts lup- 
plied to the Accomptant Geucial bv the htads of the 
diffcient offices. 





dn ) 

Minutes m the Mvance Saiary md Appointment to Sir Eyre 

Cook. F.xtrall Board of Inj'ptum the i ^lh cj A'n it, 
» 779 - 

Read the folio .\ing profofiiions cf Lieutenant General 
Sir Eju’ CoUc. 

That tlie five half fiiare<> of the levenue do devolve 
upi'n Sir Eyre Coote. as C omtnandcr in Chief, from Ins 
ainval In Ion Wiln.im on the 133 of Maich, altd that 
General StiblH:rt*do only (hare as oldcll Col mcl horn 
that tune. 

I'liat the 3000 rupees pci month, lately granted to 
Geneial Stibb(.rt for contingent cxpcnccs in the field, do 
dc\ olve nil General Coote, from the 31II of Match, as 
Commander in Chief. 

That the 16,000 rupees per annum, for fccrct infel- 
liqoice, do devolve to General Sir Eyie Coote from the 
31ft ol March. 

Sir Eyic Coote delivers in the following minute. 

The reference I made to the board on the fubjcfl of 
Gcncial Stibbert's allowances, which exceed mine by 
82,750 lupccs per annum, proceeded fiom an idea, 
that they weie granted to him as Commander in Chief, 
under the prefidcncv} and as, on my ariival at bolt 
William, he could be no longer confidered m that ca- 
pacity, whatever he dicw under fiich a denomination 
mull nccefijuily be difcontinued to him. 

An examination of the minutes of Council has ren- 
dered me mailer of the fevcral rcafons afilgned for 
granting him thofe allowaru.es ; and my refcarches on 

I th'.'. 
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this occafu n have led me allb to a knowledge of the leit 
timents which have bceti exprefied by the members of 
the board- in general, reCjreining the infufficiency of the 
falary allowed by the Court of Directors to ihek Com- 
mander ill Chief ill India. 

Fiom a long experience of the fervice, I am thoroughly 
convinced of the juftice of this -opinion, and I am 
t-qnaily certain, that the Court of Uireftors never meant 
i tixrtild fulTcr in my private fortune by carrying oti 
tjie piit/'lic icrvice. 

You will pleafe therefore, Gentlemen, to adopt fuch 
n'eafurcs as may prevent any unnervifary cxpcncefrom 
falling on the Company, and vihirh will at the fame 
time enable me to execute the duties incumbent upon 
me, as their Commander in Chief, to vlfit the levcral 
flatinns of the troops, or to take the field, if necelTary, 
without involving myfelf in cxpcnces, which I Ihould 
be un-ab!-v- to iupport. 


(fi-ncdl E. COOTE. 

Mr. Francis, 

I Inave prepared my opinion on the Commander in 
propolitions, and beg leave to lay it before the 

board. 

My opinion on the account of General Stibbert’s ak 
lowances is very fully ftated in the conlultatton of the 
i4tli of May, and I adhere to it in every parti- 
tuiar, I think iiit,y flioujd now be reduced to the efta- 
blilhmcntat which they ftood during General Claveting’s 
command. This e{lablilhment was formerly referred 
to the Company, and confirmed by them in their letter 
of the 24th of December, 1776, paragraph 49. — I 

cannot 
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c.mnot confcnt to any, variation JrOtn the allowances 
fixed by,*, and enioyed by General Claverina, without ' 
the Company’s orders.—* The very laft- which they have 
given, and which Sir Eyre Coote brought out with 
him, dired, that 1 jeutcmnt General Sir Eyre Coote 
do receive the fame pay as Commander in Chief of their 
forces in India as was received by Lieutenant General 
Sir John Clavt ring. If all the allowances ftated in the 
propolitions arc agreed to, the prefent Commander in 
Chief will receive eighty-two thoufand two hui|dred 
current rupees per annum more than was received by 
his predecelTor. 

(Signed) '• P. FRANCIS. 

■ * 

Mr, Barwell, 

AS I expeft in a fliort time the orders of the Com- 
pany on the additional allowances drawn by Brigadier 
General Stibbrrt, there does not appear any urgbt ne- 
ccfiiiy to proceed on the regulation of fuch allowances 
until the arrival of the Company’s inftruiaions. i he 
Court of DircSors, in fixing the eftablilhed faUry.fora 
commander of all their forces in Indii, have expreffed 
it as a falary. They therefore certainly intend it to, be 
drawn free, and difburthened from all difburfements to 
be incurred in the immediate execution of their military 
fervice *, they certainly did not intend to put the Com- 
mander in Chief of all their mj!it-.ry forces bpon a 
meaner eftabliihment dian the provincial Coiirniandef 
in Chief at the other prefidencies, or General Siibberc.^ 
whofe allowance by the 45th paragraph of their letter of 
the a4th of bccember, 1776, is reckoned at ■ 82.000 
rupees. Thefc fafts are lo very ftriking, that I cannot 
doubt of our having full authority to regulate cfla- 

blilhment for Sir Eyre Coote, while in th« Held, is may 
be fuitablc to his high rank, and bear fonid proportion 
la to 
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to the, allowances dade to the fubordrnate Beld 
of this government. l am for the queftion, that a 6efa 
eflublilhmcnt be formed for Lieutenant General Coote, 
Commander in Chief of all the Company's forces while 
in the Held. 

Governor General, 

THE allowance of five half (liares of the commiflion 
.on the revenues was not an eltablilhment annexed to 
. his {lacion, but a bouncy fpccialty and perfonally 
granted to General Stibbert, by the order of the Court 
of Dircflors in the 31ft paragraph of their general 
letter of the i6ih of April, 1777. It* cannot, there- 
fore, be taken frorn him, but by tlit .aflne authority. 

'rhe allowance of 3C00 ruptts per month for con- 
tingent expences. in the field was granted to General 
Stibbert by a feparate nil of this board, though their 
rcfolutions upon this liibjed have been various, yet the 
opinions of tbe’different members, refpeding the ne- 
ceflity of fuch an allowance, have been generally the 
fame, as may be fecn by the proceedings of the board 
of the 29th of February, 177$, when this fubjeft was 
firii. brought under the confijeration of ihe board, and 
for Oilier reafons rejefted. For the truth of this, I ap- 
peal particularly to the opinions of General Clavering 
and Colonel Monlon. 

This was never meant as an allowance annexed to 
the ftaiion of Commander in Chief, for when it was 
firtl propofed, Geheial Stibbert was not confidcred as 
invefted with that charatftcr, bur to defray the unavoid- ' 
able expence attendant on the command in the field. 

As the refolution of the board upop this fubjed has 
been long fince referred to the Court of Dirrclors, with 

another 
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anochcr relative circumftance, which mu(l forc^heir 
attcnticw to it, and draw from them a clear dedfioa 
upon it ? and as that dccifion may be eitpeftcd with the 
firll dilpatches of the leafon, I think it would be ini« 
p-oper and irregular to make any alteration in it at this 
time, 

I do not recollefV any orders which authorifes Gene-’ 
ral Stibbert to draw a fixed fum for fccrct fcrvice. This 
is an expeno* in its natuie variable, and the Court of 
Direftois, in their letter of the a4th of December, 
1776, have exprefsly direftcd that it lhall not be fixed, 
but that Colonel Stibbert, (that is co'mmander in the 
held) lhall be paid iuch expcnccs as (hall appear to us 
to have been ncceflanly inturred'by him, from time to 
time, on that account. 

I apprehend, that this is a fervice which will pro- 
pel ly end cxclufivdy belong to the Commander in 
Chief, whenever his ilcuation will enable him toaflume 
the charge of it, and that General Stibbert Ihould be 
.iccordingly directed to conform to bis orders refpe^t- 

jjig it. 

RefpciSling the incidental charges of the Commander 
in Chief, when he is in the field, or which in this point 
will be equivalent, when lie is abicnt from the prefi- 
dency, I lhall prcmife the following obleivations : 

ill. The prefent allowances drawn by General Stib- 
t^ert is as follows ; 


Pays 
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Pays Brigadier General, y/;Q]. per ann.' 7,500 
Table expences in the field . 60,000 

Contingent expences in the field — 36,000 

Comtriflion in the rcvcnnc, current ru- 
pees, 21,368, or — — 19,250 


Sonat Rupees 1,22,750 

I do not reckon the allowance for fecret fervice, be- 
caufc I regard it as a public charge, in which he has 
no intcreft, or other concern, than faithfully to dilburfe 
what he draws. 

Of the above eftabliflimcnt the folloi* *ng fums have 
been allotted to General Siibbert, by .,,6 exprefs ap- 
pointment of the Court of Diieclors : 

Pay as Brigadier General — »- 7,^00 

Table charges in the field — 60,000 

C'onimiflion on the revenue at that time, 
as I find it computed in Mr. Francis's 
minute of the 1 of May, 1778, cur- 
, lent rupees 24,400, or » 22,059 

Sonat Rupees 89,559 

The i'alary allowed to the Commander in Chief, by 
the tundameiital regulations of this government, is 
6oooi. per annum, or rupees 60,000, 

The fum is exprefled to be in lieu of all charges and 
contingencies in the field ; but the Court of Diredors 
have uiice granted to their firit Colonel on this efta- 
bl Ihment, as I have remarked above, an annual ftipend 
of 80^559 lupccs, a lum exceeding that of a Com- 
mandci in Chief by nearly 50 per cent, 


But 
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But lt> cannot be fuppo&d, that the Court of Direc* 
tors, ever meant to invert the order of the fcrvicc, and 
that in fo great a degree, as to make a partial and un- 
juft diftinftion between an officer placed, not by fe- 
ledion, but by cafual fucceffion, at the head of a (ingle 
eftablilhment, and the Commander in Chief of all the 
Britifh forces in India ; therefore, when they palTed 
ihcfe grants to Colonel, now General, Stibbert, they 
vtilmUy cftabliffied a precedent for a proportionate aug- 
mentation of the allowances of the Commander in Chief 
of all the Bntifh forces in India *, for it cannot be dif* 
puted, that his, unavoidable expences in the dilcharge 
of all the various duties annexed to his ftation muft 
greatly exceed thofe of General Stibbert in a limitted 
command , and 1 will prefume, that had it been at 
the fame time propofed to afeertam the allowances of 
the Commander in Chief, they would have augmented 
them proportionably. 

On the premifed grounds, I move, 

iff 

I ft. That the Commander in Chief be allowed to 
draw for the expences of his table, when he is in the 
field, 90,000 rupees per annum. 

i. That the Commander in Chief be authorized to 
draw for the following efiabliftinnent for himfelf 
and his ftaif, when he is in the field, in lieu of travel- 
ling, and all incidental charges whatever. 


<2 Budge- 
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12- Eudgerows 

150 — ‘ 

I Son 

go Boitts 

40 — 

J2( 0 

10 Elephants 

75 


200 Coolies 

5 — 

lOtX) 

a 8 Iliicaiaiis 

7 — 

1 r 6 

1 Head ditto 

C {0 — 

;k) 

I Naib, 

15 — 

'^5 


•199 ‘ 


50 Lafears 

8 

— 4 ()(> 

I Serang 

20 

— 7 ;') 

i Tindais 

15 

“ 30 

4 Hackeries 

30 

— ic,:) 

2 Gurry Men 

7 


s Writers 


— j 30 

Stationary 


~ 200 

- ^ . 

12 Horfes 


— • 3 (;o 


S. Ks. 62S6 


The fums which I have annexed to the tftablifhmenc 
are added merely to Ihcw the coinputed amount of it, 
but are not taken froni any correct autliority, nor meant 
to be a part of the propofition. If this motion fliall be 
agreed to, it will be the province of the Commiffary 
(^neral to affix the rates of expence to each article, 
and 1 Hull propole that they be referred to him for 
that purpofe. 

Francis, 

On the principles on which the opinion I have al- 
ready given was founded, I have much more rcafon to 
efajea'to the edabliftimcnt now propofed, than to the 
Commander it; Chief’s 6rft propofitions. All the al- 

lowancc’s granted to General Stibbert) as Commander 

in 
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Tfi Chief, or otberwife, and which I have conftantijr 
objcArti to as exreffivr, are to be continued to him { 
and, at the lame time, a total new eftablilhment 
created, amounting to the monthly charge of current 
R, A, ?. R. A. 

rupees, 15,302 : 7 : 5. or 1,83,629 : 8 per annum, 

1 am aoainft the motion *. 

Mr. Bijrmll, 

i cannot co 'citr in opinion with Mr. Francis, that 
tl.r [iropolcd tllablillitnent is a double one. I do ijoc 
lii'alrrlland tliele allowances are to be drawn upon any 
(I Ju-i orcafiont than that for which it was exprclled, for 
th r (u-m rars expenccs in the field. There is no im- 
;ii. :iiaic call, that I know of, upon the Commander in 
Chief to leave the prefidcncy-f v and, before a month 
is pall'd, we fliall, in all probability, receive the o. ders 
of the Court of Diredors, whether Brigadier General 
Stibbert is to draw the allowances which he is in- 
titled to receive, or whether they are to ccafe. — In 
either cafe, the neceflity of the eftablifliment now pro- 
pofed for the Commander in Chief of all the Com- 
pany’s forces is but a Tingle eftabliihmcnt } nor R this 
a monthly eftablifliment, or if it was, is it of the ex- 
tent ttated ? It is an eftablifliment only to be drawn 
when the public fcrvice calls the Commander in Chief 
from the prcfidency. That it will be drawn, I admit j 
but it is not probable it wiil be drawil through the witolc 
year; befides, it is a charge limited to a ipecific tuiti, 
but dots not ncceflarily include the expenditure ot the 
whole amount. — I agree to the propolition. 

, Covemor General , — I agree to the propolition. 

• He left it, however, in a Ihort timetberesfter, and hlii taken care 
not to letum in a hurry ; it wa» origionily undel^ood io.be fo. 

t He was afterwards allotred 1200 rupees tnottih in addition 
to ue above aliuwaace. 
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Rcfolvcd, that the Commander in Chief of the Com* 
pany’s forces in India, be allowed to draw for the ex- 
pences of his table, when he is in the^field, the monthly 
I’um of feven thoufand five hundred Sonat rupees, or 
ninety thoufand current rupees per annum. 

Rcfolvcd, That the Commander in Chief of the 
Company's forces in India, be allowed to draw for 
the following monthly eUabliflnncnt for himfilf and 
his ftaff when he is in the field, in lieu of travelling 
and all incidental charges whatever, when in the field. 

12 Budgero;\s 
30 Boats 
10 Elephants 
200 Coolies 
28 Hircaiahs 
1 Head ditto 
1 Naib 
50 Lalcars 

1 Scrang 

2 Tmdals 

4 Hackeries 
2 Gurrymen 
vStationary 
12 Horfes. 

Ordered, That this eftablifiiment be referred to the 
Commiffary-Gcncral, with direftions to affix the rates 
of cxpence to each article, fpccified therein. 

Mr. Wheeler having delivered the following minute, 
on the foregoing proceedings being Ihewn him by the 
fecrctary, it is entered in this place for the fake of 
conneciion. 

Mr. Whee/er — The argument made ufc of by the 
Governor-General, to evince the neceffity of an aug- 
neniation of allowances to the Commander in Chief 

when 
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• 

when in the field* are by no means fufficient to ob- 
obviate thofe oWeftions, which from a perfeft know- 
ledge of the regulations alluded to, fuggeft themfelves to 
my mind. • 

In the firll place, the allowances to the command^Jn 
chief by the fundamental regulations of this government^ 
was not an of the court of direftors, but of the pro- 
prietary at Urge, convened togedicr for that purpofe; 
and by their orders, communicated to their fervants in 
Bengal, by the executive part of their conftitution, the 
court of direflors. 1‘hence it appears to me* neither 
optional in 'the court of direftors, to encreafe or dimi- 
nifh an allowance voted to their commander in chief by 
a general court of proprietors ; for if it was, with the 
fame degree of propriety that the court of direflors 
could revoke the orders of their conftituents by augment- 
ing an allowance fixed as above to their commander in 
chief, they might revoke any and cyery aft of the pro- 
prietors at large. 

It naturally follows, that the court of direftors do not 
in themfelves pofTefs the power of altering the allowance 
fixed to the office of commander in chief ; and it is 
equally conclufive with me, that no fuch power can pof-^ 
fibly be veiled in our board. 

But even admitting their power ; it is plain from 
the jth paragraph of their general letter, dated the 71b 
of May 1778, by the Stafford, that it was not their in- 
tention to deviate from the eftablilhed allowance, granted 
to their late commander. 

Without entering therefore into the detail of this 
bufmefs, or expreffing my difapprobation of the enor- 
mity of each particular article of incrcafc, I Ihall content 
iiiyldf with objefting to any further allowances being 
made to Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, that the 

v r» - <;oun 
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Court of DireQors have in the 6oth paragraph o£ therr 
letter, dated the of March, 1774, dirc6led‘to be 
paid to Lieutenant-General Sir John Clavering; an 
extradl of wiiich I ihall hcic fubjoin^ 

' And that there he paid to him the fwn of fix thonfand 
pounds Jhlin;^ per tmum, in full for his jervues as com-' 
mandtr in chief, and in li n of travelling charges, and of a^l 
other advantages and .mohements whatever, except his fa’ ary 
of ten thoujani pounds per annum, eRallfhed by law, iNtd 
orde' ed to be paid him as one of the council at Fort JVtlham 
in Bengal.” 

E. \\:heler. 

Minutes in council, on the treaty with the Rana of 
’ Gohud- 

Extra£l Secret Department Confultation. 

November 12th, 1779. 

•The Governor Generr.l informs the board, that 
during their late recprs, he has bad feveral ronfcrcncea 
■with the Minifter deputed by the Rana of Gohud 4 
and invclled with full j)Owcrs on the fubjeft of a treaty 
of alliance ofTenfive and defenfive, pn^poied by the 
Rana, to be concluded between him and t!ie Company. 
The Governor-Gen. ral lays before the board a drait of 
conditions which he has formed on the bafts of the 
Rana’s propofitions For fuch a treaty ; and which, with 
the Rana’s letters and propofrtibns, he defires may be 
entered in this place, for the informations and opinions 
Qf the board. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Draft of Treaty. 

Article ift. A treaty of alliance, oflenfive and de- 

feufiv^ 
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fenfive, fliall be eftaWilhed between the Englifh Com* 
pany and Maha Raja Ranna Lohinder Bahadre. 

* 

ad. Whenever a war fliall aSuaily take place be- 
tween the contrafting parties and the Marattas*, if 
the Rana lhall require the afllltance of an Englilh force 
for the purpoles hereinafter defcribed, fucb a ferce^ 
proportioned to the exigency of the fervice /ball’ be im- 
mediately fent, on bis rcquijition made in writing to tbo 
commanding officer at the neareft jlatien of the Compa>^*s 
troops ; Jhall remain with him as long as he (hall require it, 
and return when bejkcll difmifs it f, the expcnce thereof 
fliall be defrayed by the liana at the fixed rate of twenty 
thoufand Muchle dar rupees of the currency of Banares, 
or any other fpecics of rupees of fame intrinfic amount, 
for each battalion of the Scapoys, on their prefent 
tftablilhment, with their proportion of artillery §.— 
T!ie payment to commence on the day when the faid 
force (hall pafs the borders of the Company’s do- 
minions, or the dominions of the Nabob of Oude : 
and ceafe on the period flipulated for its return to 
cither} four cofs being allowed for each day’s march. 

3d. The force fliall be employed for the defence of 
the liana’s dominions againtl all foreign or domeftic 
enemies, and for the enlargement of his dominions by 
''onqueft on the Maratras, 

4th. Whatever acquifition in purfuance of this 
treaty fliall be made of countries being contiguous to 


* The Marattat were then at war with the Rana of Gohnd, and 
his forts attacked. 

f Thefe were the Arange powers to Sujah Dowla, to exterminate 
the Rohillas. 

$ The Rana had not wherewith to pty his owh treopH ' .. . 
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<hc Rana’s dominions or formerly appertaining to 
them, vviifther cfiVfted bv his or the Englifh rroops, 
feparately or in conjundion, or obtained by treaty, 
ftall be (hared in the following proportions viz. nine 
ana,s to the Company, and levcn anas to the Rana: 
the mean amount ot the grcfa revenue of the Com- 
pany’s (hare collefted in time of peace in tlie ten years 
preceding, after deducing the charges of collection, 
tyhicfi (hail be afeertained by Aumcens chofen by each 
party, (hall be fixed and paid by the Kana as a per- 
petual tribute to the Company, and the lands and forts 
ihall be ceded to the Rana, 

5th. In cafe it (hall be judget* advifeable to em- 
ploy the combined forces of the Company and tlie 
Rana in any diftant operations againft the common 
enemy beyond the borders and neighbouihood of iht 
Rana’s dominions, on requifition made in writing from 
this government, he (hall furniflv ten thoufand horl'e 
for Inch lervice -, and each party (hall bear his own 
feparate expence, which (hall continue feparate until 
the return of the combined army to the borders of the 
Rana’s country, or until it Ihall be employed in tiic 
• •fervibeshfCiitioned in the third article of this treaty, 

6th. Whenever the Englilh forces are employed 
for the defence of the Rana’s country, or for the ac- 
quifition of territory, the (ervicc to be performed (hall 
be prelcribcd by himfelf; but the mode of executing it 
(hall be left to the tlireftion of the officer commanding 
Engliih troops 

7th. Whenever the combined troops of the Com- 
pany and the Rana (hall be employed in any re- 
mote operations, ■ fuch as are delcribed in the 5th 
article, the commanding officers of the Englifh forces 
(hall confult the Ranii on tlie choice of the fervice 

-*•10 
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to be performed, 'but the ultimate 'decllion, in cafe 
of a ditfereftce of opinion, and the mode of conducting 
fuch fcrvice, lhall be left entirely to the commanding 
officer of the Englilh troops, with a relervation of 
the Runa’s complete authority over his own troops. 

8ch. Whenever peace (hall be concluded between 
tlie Englifh Company and the Maratta (late, the Rena 
jrjaH h included as a party in the treaty which Jhall be made 
fur that purpefe ; and bis prefent pejfrjjiens, together with 
fuch countries as he fhall have acmred during the lourje 
of the war, and -lohicb it Jhall be then Jtipulated to leave 
in LiS pojjeffm, Jhall be guarantied to him by fuch treaty*. 

No EnglKh fadorv (hall b'e cftabliflicd in the 
dominions of the Rana. No perl'ons of any denomi- 
narion (IksII be fent into his dominions, on the part 
of the Englilh Company, or with the licence of the 
Governor-General and Council, witliout his previous 
confent, nor any authority cxcrciled over them but 
his own 

Ordered, That thefe papers lie for confideration. 

Extract Secret Confultation.>Alc/j<Mi<iV. 
ad December, 

Confidered the Governor- General’s .minute, entered 
in conlulcatioa the lach of November, with heads 

propos'd 

■ * The Rana is a natural enemy, the Company but an occafimal 
one : yei this treaty of alliance, modcllly engages ihe Company to 
compel the ableft poiver in India, as the only condition of a peace 
with them, to be reconciled to ao irreconcileablc enemy. Aod that 
that enemy’s poiTrihons, though incapable of preferving them, lhall 
be warranted by the Company, at all events. 

t Of wh.tt,bei:e£t will the treaty be to a commercial Company 
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propnfed for a treaty to be concluded with the Rana 
of Gohud. 

Read the letter from the Rana, recorded in the 
books of the Perfian correfpondence, received the 7th 
of June laft ; alfo another letter dated the gth of Shau- 
baun, and received the 3d of September. 

Read rise propofed heads for a treaty with the 
Rana of Gohud, entered in confultaiion ihe izch of 
Movcmbcr. 

The Governor General lays before the board the 
following amended draft of a treat-' propolcd to be 
exctiued with the Rana of Gohud, and defires that 
it may be fubftituted for the former, and entered in 
confultation the 12th ult. As it contains fuch alter* 
ations prepofed by the Minifter of the Ranit, as the Go- 
vernor-General deems reafonable. And to the treaty in 
this form, the Minilter, who is now prefent, declares' 
his entire concurrence. 

Draft of a treaty propofed between the Company and 
Maha Raja Leukinda Bahadrc. 

Articles of agreement, made and concluded at Fort 
William, in Bengal, between the honourable tlie 
(iovenicr-Gcneral and Council for the affairs of 
the Honourable Englifh Eaft India Company on 
tlic one part, and Maha Raja Leukinda Bahadre, 
Rana of Gohud, for himfclf and his fucceffors on 
the otiicr part *. 

Article 1 ( 1 . Perpetual friencHhip fliall take place be- 
tween the Engliih Company and MahaRaga Leukin- 

dar 

* The remarks made in the preceding articles are fafficieot for 
thefpj with tki.-, only diSVrencr, that the alterations in this are 
potitrJuil} in lavour of the Rana, and againft the Company. 
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tlar Bahadre and their fucceflbrs, and an alliance be 
eftablilhed between them for the profccution of the 
objeils hercein after mentioned. 

ad. Whenever a war (ball actually take place be- 
tween the conirafting parties and the Marattas, if 
Maha Raga Leukindar Bahadrc fliali require the af- 
liftancc of an Englilh force from the Company for the 
defence of his countries or for the acquilition of ter- 
ritory, fuch a force, proportioned to the exigency 
of the fervice fliall be immediately fent, on his requi- 
fuion made in writing to the commanding officer of 
the nearclt Ration of the Company’s troops, and fhall . 
remain with him as long as he iba'll require it, and re- 
turn when he lhall difinifs it, the expences thereof 
fhall be defrayed by the Maha Raja at the fixed 
monthly rare.of twenty thoufand Muchlc dar rupees of 
the currency of Benares, or any other fpecies of rupees 
of the fame intrinfic amount for each battalion of fea-* 
poys on its prefent cfiabliihment, with its proportion 
of artillery ; the payment to commence on the day 
when the faid force fhall pafs the borders of the 
Company’s dominions, or the dominions of the Nabob 
of Oude, and ceafe on the period fiipulated for the 
return to either } four cofs being allowed for each day's 
march, 

3d. This force lhall be employed for the defence of 
the Maha Raja’s dominions againfi: all foreign or do- 
medic enemies, and for tbe< enlargement of his domi- 
nions, by conqueft on the Marattas. 

' 4th. Whatever countries lhall be acquired from the 
Marattas in purfuance of this treaty by the troops of the 
Company, or of the Maha Raja, feparately or in con- 
jundion, whether by war or treaty, except the fifty*{ix 
mafab which conftitute the Maha Raja’s jaghlcei and 
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wbkb are not now in the pofleffion of the Marattas, 
be Ihared in the following proportions, via. n*ne annas 
to the Company, ami feven annas to the Mafia Raja. 
The mean amount of the grofs revenue of the whole Otall 
be afeertained by ameens chofen by each party, on the 
eolleftions made in the ten preceding' years, and the 
amount of the Company's Jhare, as determined by the 
faid ameens after dedudting the chart,es of collection, 
which are ciiliotnary in fuch countries, lhall be fixed 
and paid by the Maha Raja, as a perpetual tribute to the 
company; and the lands and forts.fhaU be ceded to the 
Maha Raja. 

« 

5th. In cafe it lhall be judged ac vifeble to employ 
the combined forces of the company and the Maha Raja 
in any hoftile operations againlt the Maratta.'., bevoiul the 
borders of the Maha Raja's dominion.s, on requifition 
made to him in writing from this government, he lhall 
fumifii ten thoufind horfefor fuch fervice, and each lhall 
bear his owrt leparatc expence, and if upon the return of 
the Englilh forc-s, towards llicir own borders, the Maha 
Raja lhall have occafion for their fervices, and lhall make 
a requifition to retain them, from the inllant of I'uch re- 

J aifition he lhall pay their charge in the fame manner a.s 
ipulated in the fecond article. But it lhall not be re- 
tailed of the Maha Raja, nor be in the power of this go- 
▼emment, to detach or employ his troops beyond the 
borders of Gegur and Indoor, without fpecial confent. 

6th. When the Englilh forces are employed for the 
defence of the Maha Raja’s country, or for the acquili- 
tion of territory, the fervice to be performed lhall be 
preferibed byhimfelf, but the mode of executing it lhall 
be left to the dedfion of the commanding o&cr of the 
|io|^lh troops. 
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7th. Whenever tji« combined troops of the c<Mn* 
pany and the Maha- Raja, ihall be employed in aoy 
remote operations, the commanding officer of the JEngiiih 
forces, ihall confult the Raja upon all fervices to be per- 
formed, but the ultimate deduon, in cafe oi a differ- 
ence of opinion, and the mode of condu£Hng fuchfer- 
viccs, flialHie left entirely to the commanding officer of* 
the Engliih forces, with a refervation of the Maha Raja’s 
compleat authority over his troops. 

8 th. Whenever peace Ihall be concluded between the 
company and the Maratta (late, the Maha Raja, fluH be 
included as a pvty in the treaty which Ihall be made for 
purpofc, and his prefetit poffiffions, together with 
the fort of Gowallier, which of old belonged to the 
tjinily of the M.iha Raja, if it ihall be then in his poi- 
iciliuti, and fuch countries as he ihall have acquired in 
il'.c courle of war, and which it ihall then be uipulated 
to leave iii his hands, Ihall be guaranteed to him by fucb< 
treaty. 

pth. No Engliih factory ihall be eilabliihed in the 
tninions of the Maha Rajaj no perfon of any deno* 

. nation iltall be fent into his dominions on the part of 
1. i' Engliih company, or with the licence (ff the governor 
! cncral and council without bis previous confent, neither 
niail his ryots be prelTcd for any military fcrvice, nor 
any authority exerdfed over them but his own. 

Signed, foaled, and concluded at Fort William, 
this day of in theyemr - 

of our Lord one thoufand foven handttii 
andfoventy-mne, or the daytff 

Mr. Whe|er delivers in the following minnte prepared 
in confoquence of the governor general's formltr prtr* 
L 2 pofitions, 
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poGcions, which he thinks equal!/ applicablq to the 

prefcnt. 

Mr* Wilder , I feci myfclf a great deal at a lofs in 
giving my opinion on the fubjeft of the treaty propofed 
by tlie governor general with the Rana of (iohud, as I 
think a matter of Ib much importance fljould not have 
been introduced without being accompanied with necef- 
fary infoimation to enable the members, of the board to 
judge of its expediency. 

The Rana of Gohud. is, I believe, alnwft a new 
name on our records. I am intirelv unatquainted with 
the filuation even of his capital, f ept by conlulting 
the map, the c.xient of hisicrnloiy, his revenue, the 
force he i.s able to Ivring into the field, and his pcribnal 
charafler, an* poiriis in wiiirh I am equally uninformed, 
nor do 1 believe any Enghllnnan. whole authoiity ran 
be depe:,ded upon, has over beenwiihin the tciritoiic.s 
of Gohud, to ait:’; lain thtoi yet thele aie p;:ii!is, on 
which the hoaid uuglit lo have the moll ai-enrate aiii.r- 
mation, bcloic tliey proceed to decide on the piupoled 
treaty; oflieiwi'e they may engage in a war wiih ihf 
Marattas, ciiher to Inppyrt, or make conqueil fur a 
man W'ho has neiiiier nieans. or capacity to enable him 
to bear any proportion in the rifque or charges which 
may attend fuch a war. 

Uninformed, therefore, as I am, I can only give my 
opinion on the general principle of the propofed alliance j 
•which is, tJiat having for its objeft, war, conqueft, and 
increafe of territory. I conceive it to be contrary to the 
true intatjl oj the Compaiy and BrUyh nation, and to the 
fundamental poliry of the former, and, in fatf, changes 
the condition of tiie company here, from a commercial 
to a military ftate, that it is likewife in direft oppofition 
to ail oUr inilruflions, and peculiarly inexpedient at 
this time, when our (reafury is exhaufted, thefe pro- 
vinces 
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vinces drained of their fpecie, when the nation is en- 
iRagedin a* dangerous war in Europe, and the Company 
is threatened with a general combination of the Indian 
powers againfl; all their fcttlements. 

How, under fuch circumftances, the condition of the 
company is to be mended by hiring out their troops, 
and making conqueft for a petty Raja, lituated at To 
great a diftance from their frontier, does not in anywife 
occur to me. 1 rather think that fuch alliance, and the 
mealiires propofed in confcquencc, are calculated to draw 
the tieighbouririg Marattas upon us, to expofe our exten> 
five and unguarded frontier to svalle and ravage, and 
to involve the Company ftill more'iii danger and ex* 
pence, wiihoui any adequate propofed advantage. 

I .lUi th,rofoio againfl the treaty. 

' ' dciivcicd in the follovnng minute upon 
this I'ui/jett. 

The Rana of Goliud is a prince with 
i. .ipany have hitherto had no conucclion, 
51. i uii i iiiUK., 1 believe, is unknown to them ; I my- 
I'.U, 1 c.- !v!s, have.no other information concerning 
him, 'hr v. hat 1 have been able to coHcdl within thefc 
few da)s. 1 lee, by Major Rcnnell’s map, that his 
uipital IS fituated in latitude 26 deg. 20 min. Jong, weft , 
of Calcutta, g deg. 20 min. Gw'allier, the place of 
which he wants to get poffelfioo, is a ftrong fortrefs in 
the hills, about eighty miles diftaht from Etawa, on the 
other fide of the Jumna. From fome oflicers who have 
been in that part of the country, I underftand that the 
Rana is very poor, that his country is wild, rocky, anil 
uncultivated; and that his aimy is little better than 
a rabble, ill armed and doatbei^ and witliout regular 
pay or difeipline. The governor-general’s motion givea 
us no informtuion on any of tbele points : yet in the 

con* 
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conGdcration of a queftioa of fuch importance, as an 
immediate alliance, oflFenfive and defenfivc, 'lo be fol- 
lowed by i /utwre guarantee ^ future ac^iJilwHi, ttfeeihs 
effential to us to know wbat arc the ftrength and re- 
fouiTcs of the {>1 ince with whom we are going to engage ; 
the (ituation and extent of his country, together with 
the cirfumftantes and difpoGlion of the powers who bor- 
der upon it, and in whc^c dififerences with him, what- 
ever there may be, we fliall probably become parties, in 
confcqucnce of our prclcnt engagements. Whether the 
conqueft of Gwallier, is the Rana’s foie and real 
objeii, or ■whether unolhor expedition into Rvjiakcund, may 
not be in fatt the conicqutnee of c r fending troops to 
atl with him, is in my judgment ' cry uncertain. Co- 
lonel Leflie fet out utider itiUi utlions, firll lo proceed 
to Bombay, and afterwards to Berar, Inilead of doing 
either, he marched into Biindlecund, took poiTelTion of 
the capital, and rcraaiyed there very quietly till lie died. 
I think it not at all unhkely, that the officer who may 
comm nd this expedition now projeded, wi Hollow the 
example ol Jus imnicdiaic j i-dceciior. There is no- 
thing to be gained in the country oi Gohud, or its neigh- 
bourhood, whereas the diamond a)uc.try offers every 
temptation. It is the high road to forlune, and there- 
fore the rnofl likely to beputfueJ. Having no authen- 
tic information before me, on the flate and condition of 
the Riina of Gohud, 1 mull draw my conclufion from 
the heft I have been able lo obi.ain. Of courfe, they 
cannot be in favour of an alliance with a perfon fo cir- 
cumllanced as I believe the Rana of Gohud lo be. At 
the fame time I have no. difficulty in declaring, that if 
all the fads were reverfed, it would not incline me to 
aflent to the mcafure. The event of thefe treaties in 
which we have hitherto engaged, or attempted -to en- 
gage, does not furnilh me with any encouragement to 
enter into new ones, formed on the fame principles, or 
to follow that line of policy, I deem it unwife and dan- 
gerous 
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gexous in every lepfe. It u inconGOent with the welGire 
of Bengal’^o employ our forces in diftaot fcbetnes of con- 
queft, whether for ourfelves or others. It is inconGftent 
with the fafety of Bengal to fend our troops acrofs the 
Jumna, and much more to bind ourfelves to let them 
T^aifl there at the dire£fioa of. any of the country pow- 
ers. The dillance is too great, and the ftrength of the 
Rana of Gobud too inconlidcrable, to fuffer me to fup- 
pofc it poffible, that the impretlions of any efforts of ius, 
or of ours in conjunflion with him, can be felt on the 
Malabar coaff, or create a diverfiun that can be of tlie 
fmulleff fcrvicc to Brigadier-General Goddard. 

• But this, in m*y judgment, is not" the moft material 
confidcration : the extent of our piefent frontier, to 
fpeak moderately, and vvithoutthe hazard of exaggera- 
tion, is full as great as we are able to defend ; and if it 
were not fo, a I'yftc'm of invaGon and conqueft is equally 
unnatural, to the condition of the Kail India company 
as a mercantile body, and to that of the teriitory we pof- 
fefs in India. 

What fort of con<,!ur)on.s muff arife in the minds of 
men at home, who arc capable of judging ot fuch quef- 
tions, when they fee that with all our prefent iramenfc 
poifcllions, and with all the revenues which we ought 
to derive from them, it is neceflary to their fecurity that 
we llrould endeavour to enlarge iheni. On the Came 
principle, and from the fame caufes on which fuch inea- 
fures arc decrard neceflary now, the future neceflity of. _ 
them muff increafe with every new acquifftion. We 
muff continue to conquer, as long as we continue to ac* 
quire. 

They who think fuch a fyflem of policy ellbntiai to 
the fafety of the Company's a^ual puirelTiom; muff ad- 
mit, that our fituation in India is not only very preca- 
rious. 
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rious, but incapable of being fixed, once for. all, upon 
a limited and fulid foundation: but I am far ’from ad< 
knitting that our eftablifhment here is of that nature, 
or that the meafurcs in quefiion have any tendency 

to ftrengthen or fecure it. Mr. Wheler s minute 

to which 1 entirely fubferibe, has anticipated a greite 
deal of what I intended to have faid. 1 lhall therefore 
only add, that the fyftem of which this meafure makes 
a part, counteradls the fnndamental principles of the 
Company's policy, and cannot be purfued without diretb 
difobedience to their pofitivc and repeated orders and 
inftruflions to this government, nor without overfetting 
a principle laid down by the go- inoi;-'gcneral biinfclf, 
and in which I entirely concur, that “ Notwithftanding 
** the fuperiority of the Brilifli force in India, its general 
*' line of aflion niufl be purely defenlive." 

“ The terms of the propofed treaty are liable to many 
difficulties and objeflions. I lhall only mention one. 
Guarantees between princes and Hates are ufually. I be- 
lieve, always reciprocal. There is a manifeft icalon, 1 
confefs, for not calling upon the Rana of Gohud to 
guarrantec, as regularly as he ought to do, the polfef- 
fion of future acquilitions to tliis government ; but it is 
filch a reafon as reduces the Rana very low, and ought 
ito deter us from entering into any alliance with him. It 
itiay involve us into the conftaat fuppoi t of his quarrels 
with his neighbours ; but it offers us no compenfation or 
afliftance in return, fuppofing the Company’s poffef- 
^ in any other part of India wctc invaded, nor is is it 
in his power to afibrd it. 

Whether this be a juft obfervation or not, 1 need 
‘ not infill: upon it, becaufe my oppofuion to the propofed 
treaty, is founded on principles which do not oblige me 
to canvafs the particular advantage, or difadvantage ot 
evet^ fpedtic article contained in it. On that general 

ground 



( 8l ) 

ground cif argument, which Mr. Wheler has taken, and 
to which I have only added a little, without improving 
it. I entirely difapprove of the propofition, and proteft 
aguinfl it. 


Mr. Barwtll. 1 he general objcft of the treaty ap- 
pears to me pointed to the prefent circutnftances of our 
governmetit, and that of the Marattas. It (trikes me to 
be well calculated to give ftrength, to both tlie offbnhve 
means we liold within ouifcl\'c.s, as to weaken thofe of 
our immediate enemies the Marattas. In a (late of war 
with that power, every enemy that is raifed up to their 

(late, is an advantage to our own. Plans of conquefts* 

acquiiition of territory, and a defign to engage the forces 
of tlie Company in dihant expeditions, to which the ob* 
jeftions of Mr, Wheler and Mr. Francis particubrl/ 
point, are not meditated by the prefent treaty. It is tbu 
defence of thefe provinces and the diftrefs of the com- 
mon enemy, that appears to me to have led to this 
treaty. If acquihtion of territory, or any advantage 
lhall arife from fuch a policy, the Company and the na- 
tion will be benefited, wit^ut any of the rilques that 
feem to be regarded with fo much apprehenlion in the 
foregoing minutes. 1 agree to the propofed treaty. 

Governor-General. 1 had no fufpicion that the mem- 
bers of this government could be ignorant of the confe- 
quence, much lefs of the exiflence of the Rana of Go- 
hud ; it was therefore unneceflary for me to have in- 
ftruded them on thefe points. JVbr was I /orwetrd to in- 
troduce a meafijcre of [elf. apparent neujjity, with argmenis 
which I know would he contejled, and the meafure of courfe 
oppofed. We were upon the eve of a war with the 
Maratta (late ; a war which is no le(s the e£Fe£i; 
of the Company's decided orders, than of tho 
meafures of their fervants, to which this govemtneiil 
has given its fan£Iion. From General Gemdard's ad- 
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vices it may be altnoft pofitively excluded, that we are 
adually in a (late of war with them, and poffibly mik 
other powers combined with them. Had this government 
remained in total inaction, had no meafurc of this kind 
been adopted, I fijould expect to fc reproached with 
fufTering the Company to be drawn into a war, with 
perhaps the firft power in India, without any alliance to 
fupport it, or to obviate the predatory incurfioiis of fucli 
an enemy. I am now reproached with forming fuch an 
alliance, and on grounds which will not apply to a Hate 
ofperfeit peace and domeftic fecuiity. Were the ac- 
guifttion ol teiritory, oi thcincrcafc of revenue the objeft, 
the operations of the treaty would aot be limited to tire 
leafons of war. If war has taken place, or fhall take 
place w'lth the Maiatta ftate, the treaty fecuresthe fup- 
port and allifiaiicc of a powfrful Prince, whofc do- 
minions adjoin to our own frontier, and lie in one cf 
the principal roads through which the Marattas muft 
pafs to invade us, and the objeds propofed by the 
alliance, are luch as are moll likely to weaken the Ma- 
ratta-flalc, by depriving it of it.s refourccs, and divi- 
ding its attention. At the time time, the principal in 
the treaty with us, i.s a man whofe peiUmal interells 
and enmity to the .Maralta Hale, we m iy depend on for 
his faithful adherence to it. He fuccccdcd to his pre- 
fent. pqilellions by the death of his father, w’ho loll his 
lifej and the fonefs of G waiter at the lame time, in an 
engagenteiit with the Marattas, with whom the ion has 
ever fince been in a Hate of warfare. It is notorious, 
and wDl'he, probably known to many well-informed 
‘p^fems at home, that the Marattas have made various 
aticiripts to reduce tire prefect Rana with numerous ar- 
mies conducted by their moft eminent leaders, and 
oiKc by Rag^naut Row in perfon ; amd have been as 
reputled with t^iicredit to their government, and 
honour to, Ae Rana, That be was the proteBor cf tm of 
tii mfi mpertemt charoBxri in Hindopm- 

' ' ' Gauzi, 
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Gauzi, OM*n- C/rm, arJ Co^m M Ctewn, are fa/5s fo 
notorious, that I cannot J-i't fi’ppofe any nicitibr*r of 
this 'board to be ignorant <;f them ; and there are not 
only prefumpth'e, but very fliong proofs of the yowef 
of the man, whofc ftate could prove an afyluiii to fuch 
fugitives. His pcrfonal abilities are equally known. 
They are univerfaily acknowledged, aod proved by his 
adtions. 

I have laid that the ohjeS of the treaty, and the . 
operations dependent on it, are reflritlcd to a ftatc of 
war with the iMaratta.s, A war, in which with refpedt 
to the immcdi.itc commencement ef it, independent of 
former caufcs, they mujl he ike oggreffon, ly rejeSing the 
<^en of peace vhich we have made to them . — If after alt, 
my fuppofition (hould not be realized by the event, but 
a p;ace cnfiie, tiic ticaty becomes i-n iifcK null, being 
retiucid to the fiinplc tie of friendfhip, which alters 
nothing of the relalivc flale in whicli v.*c are at prefent 
the Rana ; and all the confcquences which Mr. 
F' :;- (.'.'ncloihs that it will entail upon us, which 
ibppofc 3 vv:;i with the Marattas, are certainly more 
likely to hapr.eii from furh a war, if we have no fop- 
port, than with a provifion to avert them. — 1 have had 
fuch frequent occafion to complain of the uniair man- 
ner in which Mr. Francis quotes my words and opinions, 
that 1 fhall m.akc no other reply 'o his affertion of 
the conrradiiftion of the prefent meafure to my own 
principles, tinan that the cxpre.Tion which he has quotetlj, 
appertains to a different occalion, and a different 
jedt, and bears no more relation to the prefent fubjdSf, 
than the difpatch of trealure to Bombay or Surat. 

Mr. Francis. Neither Mr. Wheeler nor f, Mve 
profefled to be ignorant of the esiftence of the Hana of ■ 
Gohudi but when a treaty offenfive and defenfivC ii 
M 2 propd^ 
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propefed to be concluded with him, I prefume it is not 
enough to know that he exifts. 1, for my own part, 
fhould have held myfelf indebted to the Ciu' cinor- 
General, as I always am, for any information he might 
have thoughc proper lo give me of the cirenmilanres 
and fituation ot this Rajah. It is probable that I might 
ba\’C endeavoured to obtain it inyfclf fro:!', other qua' ter.s, 
if at any peiiod hnce my arrival in ilcngal, I had 
thought it pollible that an intimate conned ion of in- 
terelU between liie ' ompaiiy and him ihould c^cr have 
been propofed. When u limilar treaty was in agitaiion 
with a much greater Prince, I me.m IVlfodaice lioolUt, 
the Governor-General inlroduccd t- propofitioti with a 
very particular report of hi.s fitnaiion, views, family, 
connexions, refources, and intcrcli.-i. The lights which 
the Governor-GcneTaVs lail minulc have furnithed me, 
do not tend to cftabliHt a favourable opinion cither of 
the Raua’s charaXcr or flrength. 1 do not wilh to be 
conneilcd with a man wiio is only known by the pro- 
teftion lie afforded to peifons fo obnoxious to this go- 
vernment. and to Iiidi.i in gcncial, as Collitn Ali 
Cawn, and Gauzi Odieii Cawii^ and as to the flrength 
which enabled him to give them iiiat protection, 1 be- 
lieve it to be purely defenlivc. lie is a hill Rjjah. I 
Conclude he lias ilrong hc.kls in the mc)untain.s, and 
thjit it is not eai'y to come at him. Admitting it to be 
true, that at this time, and to fupport a war, which it 
is faid is the effedi; of tlie decided orders of the Com- 
pany, alliances with fome of the country powers might 
n: ufefiul and neceffary. It dov's not follow that all and 
- every alliance deferves that charaXer. It is not at all 
unlikely, that we may find ourfclves encumbered and 
embarraffed with the burthen of a ufelefs ally. I mean 
(oofe the words applied by the Governor-General not 
long ago, to our connexion with Ragoba, and I am 
fare I exprefi the fenfe of them j an offenfive union 
istth Hyda Ally, or the Nizam, or even with the Raja 
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of Berar, tf h6 could be f^arated from bis counirymen, 
might indeed on the principies of the pretent war be uf 
importance to its fuccels. The Rana of Gohud is too 
incondderab'e to be of weight in either fcale t hut if his 
flrength were greater than it is, it would not necell’arily 
tbllow that we (hould gain any thing by uniting it to 
ours. Before fuch a jun£lion can be efledcd, we muB 
crofs the Jumna, .and lelinquifh all the fccurity and otlier 
advantages which the intervention of that great barrier 
affords to all our poirefSons, and to thofc of our ally. 
By the faid a& wc divide our force, and make it difficulty 
if nut impra£iicahle, for the difierent parts of it fo fe« 
parated, to afiill t*acli other. Every operation we under* 
take on cither fide of the river, lb far from adding to 
our flrength, or diflrefllng the enemy, is only laying 
ourfelvcs open to wounds in a quarter where, if we 
llaid within our barrier, we might be invulnerable. 
We velinquifh a fituation of fuperior flrength, to meet 
an enemy, if we do meet him on equal terms. I fhall 
trouble the board but with one word more. The Gc- 
vernor-General, it is true, has often complained of un- 
fair quotations ; and this complaint I am informed, 
has been echoed in England, but I do not admit that 
it has ever been made with reafon ; let an inflance of 
atiy moment be pointed out, and 1 am ready to join 
ifluc upon it. 

* 

Governor Gemral. I ha\'C never made the roTplaiiit 
againU Mr. Francis of an unfair quotation, but 1 have 
yoin;ed out the inflanccs and proved them to be un*< 
fair. The prefent inflance is before us. I do remem- 
ber that when we were firfl informed of a war between 
Great-Britain and Fiance, I faid that onr part of thci 
war muft be purely defenfive, becaufe they had all to, 
gain, and we to lofe. 1 do not know that tbefe were 
the words, but 1 am fure that this was the fubllance 
and fenfe of the ma-^im which is now quoted as a con- 

tradiffioo 
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tradition to the propofal which I make of wltliftanding 
a predatory enemy, already in ^(Tcfllon of a great part 
of Hindoftan, by diftant and ofFcnfive operations. For 
the reft of Mr. Francis’s minute, I do not think it ne- 
ceflary to reply to it, having, I think, in all our con- 
tefts allowed him the laft argument ; and I think the 
liibjeft was fufficiently difcuffed in the preceding mi- 
nutes. 

Mr. Francis. I admit that the maxim which I have 
attributed to the Governor-General, was introduced on 
the occafion he mentions; I nev-mhek-f. undvillood it 
to be a general one, at lead, it > .itainly < ould not be 
confined to the cafe of a wai with Franre, fince at the 
fame point of time we ftrongly rcco nmended, and by 
our alliftauce p.ornoted'thc fiege of Pundicheriy. 

Gmrrm Gtntrd. Let it be added, that I at (he fame 
time propofed a ni.afuie. which from its tendency led 
to the pollibility at lead ol au ofTenfive war with the 
Marattas. And this projioliiion was made in the fame 
minute in which ihc maxim now attiibuted to me was 
introduced ; and I will venture to fay, will not be un- 
derilood from thefe minutes ; neither from thofe of Mr, 
Francis and my own. 

Agreed to the amended draught of the treaty. 

Ordered to be engrofted fair, and executed. 

Extract Secret Department Confultations, 

6th December, 1779. 

The following minute from the Governor-Gcneial 
was fent in on Saturday laft; and agreeable to 
his dire£iioa was circulated to the tncmbeis of the 
foe board. 


Governor 
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Goverrm-GeneraL Haviir^g io confequeace of th? 
treaty pail^d the board fur an alliance with the Ranti 
of Gohud, required his Vakeel to produce the powers 
with which he was invelled for executing it on the part 
of his tnafter, he delivered me a paper which 1 (hall 
lay before the board at their .next meeting, containing 
limply the Rajah’s public fcal, and which with his 
letters, declaring the Vakeel to be deputed for the 
purpofe of concluding fuch a treaty, are deemed fuf- 
ficient a])d ample authority according to the form and 
ufage of HindoRan ; but as the Rana has not fet his 
name to the paper, and with us the fignatures of du: 
contrafling parties are held indifpcnllble to the validity 
of all the public engagements, 1 informed the Vakeel 
of this defeft in his powers. He requetted that they 
might, with the addition of his osvn leal and lignature, 
be admitted for the prefent execution of the treaty, and 
to remove all doubt, and authenticate it according 
to our forms, he made me a propofal, which I now 
lay before the board, under his band and feal, for 
fending a perfon on the pa-t of tliis government to 
wituels the Rana’s final exccuiion of it, and exchange 
the ratification i and I recommend it for their ap> 
probation. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 

Aizee fiom Mazbar Ally, Vakeel the Rana of 
Gohud. 

“ As I underftand from what you faid, that the 
cuftoms of your country require contrafling parties 
Ihould fign their names to the treaty, to give it credit 
and vali^ty, I am therefore hopeful, and make it ray. 
requeR, that lince the Rajah in his letters to .you, bas 
alTured you of die validity of my powers, you wtU ^ 
the prelent accept of a furd with my fignature, and the 
fcal of the Maba Rajah; and that a gendemau tmlt 

may 
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may be fent to the Maba Rajah, that all the points 
which have been fettled here, may be finally concluded 
there, in the prefence of fuch gentleman ; and that in 
like manner as I have reprefented many things on the 
part of the Maha Rajah, fuch gentleman may obtain 
iatisfadioii in all matters, and fee the Maha Rajah 
fet bis fignature to the treaty. This will be highly 
pleafing to the Maha Rajah, and gain me credit with 
you ” 

The following opinions were returned to the above 
minute and Arzee. 

( 

“ 1 agree to tlie propofitions. 

(Signed) R. BARWELL.** 


Mr. Francis* If the Vakeel be not inveded with 
fuiEcient powers to execute tlic treaty on the part of his 
conflitucnr, we ought not to have proceeded with Ijiin 
lb far as we have done. 'The extent of his powers 
Ihould regularly liavc been alrertained in the firft in- 
llance. ‘For my own part, I am pcrfcflly fatisfied with 
the Rajah s feal, and the contents of his letters. It is 
not likely that he fiiould icfufc to ratify a treaty by 
whiclt he is entitled to, and impowered to require the 
afiiftance of our forces, for the defence fhis country, or for 
the acqviflitm of krriUyry, without any other limitation 
or delcriptiou of the amount of fuch force to be fent, 
immdiatdy on his requiftmx, except that it fliail be pro* 
portioned to the exigency of the fervice : of which the 
Rana is to be the judge. The deputing a gentleman, 
on purpofe to Gohud, to fee the treaty ratified, is, in 
my opimon, a very ufelefs, and 1 am fure it will be a 
very expenfive meafure. I am therefore entirely againft 
it, I do not even know that the Rana s fignature is 

wanted. 
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wanted. !rhe public Teal on both iides is the trae ao<* 
tlieatication of tneir public a 6 U tefpcdively. 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 

(Agteed to the above,} £. WHEELER. 

Kefolved, That a perfon on the part of this govern* 
ment be deputed to the Kana of Gohud,/ar thepurf oft 
ij feeing ike treaty executed by the Ram, aid for the changwg 
the ratificaiion. 

The Cfovernor-Gcneral now produces to the boaid 
tnc power and treaty above recorded, under tht; fetd 
of the Rana of Cbliud. 

Vide, the Book of Perfian Correfpondence undet 
dale. 

The Oovemor-General thinks it incumbent on hiot 
to lay before the board the following paper of intelU* 
gence, which was inclofed in a letter to him from the 
Commander in Chief. 

JExlraS of a ktier frm Fvtty-pr, 20th Noro. 1779. 

“ I have likewife juft now received from Gohud, 
the difagreeable news of the Marattas having made 
tliemlclves mailers of the fort Arhaunth (which 1 had 
the honour to inform you lome time ago was invellcd) 
and put the garrifon to the fword. The lame account 
informs me, that they are preparing to attack another 
fort, and that the Rajah is by no means io a condidoa 
to oppofe them ; his troops being not only inferior m 
point of number to the enemy, but alfo difjMrited and 
ready to mutiny, on account of the long arrears due to 
them, which he is at prelcnt unable to pi^. In this 
fituation of his affairs, the fpeedy Con^ueft of his wht^ 

N ’ country 
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country muft be tbc confcquencc of the enemy's purfiring 
tlieir advant.igc with that bri(kne& which the defence* 
Ids ftate of it feeins to invite.*' 

Govencr General. Having communicated this intel- 
ligence to Meer Muzzur Ally, the Rajah’s Miniftcr, 
he ini’orijied me, that he had received no letter from 
his malter fince his arrival, and therefore concluded 
that the danger Hated as impending on his country 
from the Maratta invafion, had been much exaggerat- 
ed ; but thought it probable that the port of Arhaund, 
mentioned irr the intelligence, bad been taken by the 
Marattas j that it was fituated ii Lhc fcuchcrn extremity 
of his dominions, and not capable of much refillancc. 
There can br no doubt that a Maratta force has entered 
the territories of the Raiia of Golnid, though of itlclf 
not likely to be produflive of any material conkquencc. 
It appears to me to be part of a plan, which I was lately 
informed by a cl’anncl which I ii.ivc hitherto experienc- 
ed to be of good authority, had been confulted by the 
ruling adminiftration of Poona, for the general condud 
of the war againft the Company, namely, that Nana 
p’urncli; and liurry Punt Furkia were to condud the 
war agiinlt General Goddard \ and iliat Madagec Scin- 
dja and Tuccajee Holkar were to unite their forces, and 
proceed immediately againft the Rana of Gohud, to 
reduce his country, and afterwards enter the Douab, 
and tiie dominions of the Nabob of Oude, or into the 
countries dependent on Pengalj as the circumftances 
of the times fliould dired them probably to either. I 
have fince heard that this plan has been changed, and 
that all the chiefs above mentioned had united their 
forces, and were preparing to march dire&ly againft 
General Goddard. It appears however, equally neceP* 
fary to guard againft any attempt.s which may have been 
proje.fted againft the Rana cf Gohud, and to ftrengthen 

his 
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his handsi to enable 4!rni the better to in concert 
with us. If th^t dcfigrt, from whatever caufc, (bail have 
been IbfprndeJ, I ^erefore move, that a copy of the 
treaty wliich it has been agrerd to conclude with the 
Rana of Gohud^ be imiTic.liately trr.nrnit'ed to the 
CommatiOTr in Chief, with inftrutflions lo comply with 
any immediate requificion which the liana may make 
for a detachment of our force*, proportioned to the 
exigency of the fervice required by it, of which he will 
of courfe be the judge. 

Mr. Wheeler. I am againft the motion. 

• 

Mr. Frr.ncis. f f the Board were difpofrd to make a 
right u!e of the intelligence contained in the prccrding 
letter, J Hmuld have thought it a fbrruratc circiim^ 
Ila’.; .’ we had received it before any thing had 
)•,-!■ oncludcd with the Rana's Vakeel. The 

f.j • fituation appears, by this letter, to 

• lably worfe than it was reprelented to me, 

C/:!c ot li:s forts was taken •, the Marattas were prepar- 
ing to take another, and the ffjcedy conquell of the 
whole country was likely to be the confequence. If 
this be the caic, we arc going to execute a treaty with 
a Prince, who may have neither army nor any domi- 
nions left. His army is difpirited, and ready to mutiny 
for want of pay, which he is unable to give them. , If 
he cannot pay his own troops, how will ia-be pofTiblc for 
him to difeharge the fubfidy which he engaged to pay 
for ours? Inftcad of enlarging his territories by con- 
queft, which is the profcflfed ubjedt of the treaty, our 
firft labour will be to recover for him, what he has. 
already loft } and this muft be attempted by marching 
part or our army to a confiderable diftance on the other 
fide of the Jumna. I do not confider the prefent in- 
vaHoQ of his country by the Marattas, as bemnginf^to, 
N 2 or 
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or the effcS of any particular plan of operations againft 
the Company. He is at conftant enmity, with the 
Marattas, and I look upon this attack as nothing more 
than the continuance of former hoftiliries againft him. 
At all events we (hall only diftrcfs ourfclvcs, and aban- 
don the proteftion of our frontier, by enga^ng in his 
defence. I am, therefore, againft the motion. 

Mr. BamelU I agree to the motion. I cannot 
adc^t the opinion, that to allow the 'Marattas to con- 
quer a country, fo near our fior.tier, and extend their 
polfelTions quite up to it, will be attended with any i.f 
thofe advantages which have been fuppofed as the pro- 
bable rcfult of our not oppof .g thtir progrtC'-. The 
intelligence that has been lain before the Board, rather 
determines me to engage our government in the fup* 
port df the Rana of Gohud, than to leave the country 
an caly conquelt to the only enemy fiom whom we 
have teaibn to apprehend any mifehief. 

Agreed to the Governor-General’s motion. And 
ordered that a copy of the treaty with the Rana of 
Gphud, be immediately tranfmitted to the Commander 
in Chief. 

Secret Department Cdnfultation, Eec. 13, 1779. 

The Gntrm-Gaeral propofes that Captain Palmer 
be permitted to draw the fame allowances during his 
deputation to Gohud, as were alTigned to Mr. Elliot, 
on his deputation to ^rar. And that Mr. Tho. Short 
be appointed aftlftant to Captain Palmer, with the fame 
allowances as were granted to Mr. Farquhar, alTiftant 
to Mr. Elliot. 

Mr> Wktler. I have not yet conlidered the bufinefs 

vrhich 
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which Captaia Palmer is going undertake, m the 
light, oi; of the fame importance with that which wa| 
entruft'cd'to the charge of Mr. Elliot. At this diiUtKe 
of time, I do not properly recoiled, wfieiher the «!• 
lowanccs given to that gentlemen, were not objeded to 
by me. However, I do not mean to revert to a former 
opinion, upon a fubjed fo pcrfonal as the prtlenti 
though I would willi the allowances Iiad been I'uch on 
this occafion, as I ihould have judged fafe to have ac- 
ceded to, which, as th.y are now flatcd, I mud beg 
leave to decline. 

Mr. rrands.^ Mr. Elliott's allowances amounted to 
3318 cur. rup.’per month, thofeof his afliliants to 555, 
m all 3873. 1 think they are much too high for the 
preictu occafion ; and as Captain Palmer is only deputed 
to I’cc the treaty with the Kana executed, ht cannot 
have any ufe or employment for an alTidant. 

Mr. Barwell. I think the allowances for Mr. Elliot, 
were regulated by thofc allotted to Colonel Upton, on 
his embalfy to Poona *, and however large they may 
have appeared to the Court of Diredors, 1 have re^bn 
to think that neither Colonel Upton nor Mr. Elliott 
were enabled to make any confidcrable faving from 
their allowances. The circumftanccs in which Captain 
Palmer is placed, is nearly the fame, and the appearance 
he mud make, mud be regulated upon the fame prin- 
ciple. I'hc difference of rank between Colonel Upton 
and Captain Palmer can be no rule to dired the judg- 
ment, on this occafion. He is the fervant of Govern- 
ment, in the fame line as Colonel Upton was, and he 
mud fupport the fame charader. 1 therefore aHieiic 
to the motion. 


Jireed. That Captain Palmer be permitted 0) draw 

the 
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Ihuttam 

Colonel’s pay, and double batta 148S fonat rupees 
per month, fixed falary 1000; and contingencies, in* 
eluding mounchics, fervants, &c. 500. That Mr. 
Short, as aflillant to Catain Palmer, be allowed the fame 
as Mr. Farquar, viz. pay and batta of a Captain, 512 
fonat rupees per month. 


FINIS. 
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PREFACE. 


T he title of this fmall performance, 
will fiifilcc to announce its con*» 
tents; the foie purpofe of publilhing it 
being, to remove the unjuft iroprcflion 
and prejudice which falfe reprefentations 
of fafts and drcumftances have left upon 
the minds of many perfons interefted in 
the event. 




H I S t R Y 


or THM 


MARRATTA WAIt. 


T he Marratta Stares in the Deccan, ire the 6nly 
people of Hindoftjn who were not elFeftually 
“'‘obdued, or who did not unanimoufly fubmic to the go- 
vernnient, and t^cknowledge allegiance as tiefs, to the 
throne of Delhi. They are, conlequently, the only natiori 
note now exifting under the dominion of the Hindoo 
l.iriuces. The provinces, or kingdoms of Hindoftan, 
were originally governed fay princes, who were dillin* 
'■'uiflicd according to eminence and family, under the 
ks of Sou, or Ram-rajabt Ranabf and Rajah,* The bold 
d brave efforts of refiftancc and perfevcrance of thefc 
'.‘plc, within natural faftefles and inacccffible moun- 
.s, which, in a manner preferved them from bearing 
' Mogul yoke, may alfo be affigned, with a degree of 
cc and propriety, as the true caufe of their mar- 
'Mig difpolition lince, a continued negled of induf- 
a.ad agriculture, and an invincible love of arms. 
’!(•, at the tame time, they continue to preferve many 
iofe elevated cutloms, and obferve whh facred and 
t fuperftitioui fcruples, the laws of hofpirality in 
molt expanded fenfe, towards (trangets and each 
I’cr, which, in former times, fo eminently charafteri- 
d the civilization, addrefs, police^ elegance, and vir- 
ue of Eaffcrii nations. 

A It 

• LelTer charaflers were known by the names of Pailhwa, Sardar, 
Zemindar, Polygar, Sic. by the Hindoos. The titles of Vilier, 
Soobali, Nizam, Nabob, Omrah, &c. accompanied the Mogul ^o* 
vernment, and continue in the occupation of Mahomedans only. 
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It is with them, as in all other countries, that by 
breaking a principal, link of the chain, which united a 
number of diilindt bodies, the inafs is thrown into a- 
narchy and confufion, the union is diflfolved, the com* 
padt (which rendered them, as one body, great and 
powerful) is annihilated, and each of the component 
parts afiiiincs the prerogatives of an independent fovc- 
reignty. Hence jealoufies envy, difeords, ufurpations, 
and petty Hates arife, without form, power, or in- 
fluence. 

Amidftthefe foreign and intcfiine ftrugglcs, the Mar- 
rattas continued to yield a tacir kinij’of allegiance to a 
fupreme head, as Sou, or Ram jab, whofe throne was 
ettablillicd at Setterah. The united power of the chief, 
and his nominal dependants, were extremely great, and 
often alarming to the Kmpeiorsof Hindoflan. In the 
time of Aliverdi-Cawn’s ufurped Soubahlbip of Bengal, 
they over-ran thofc provinces, having, through mete 
dread, cbcaincd the confent of the pufilaniinous, in- 
dolent, and effeminate Mahomed Scha, to clbblifii a 
chout* or tribute to be paid annually from the Nabob- 
fnipof Bengal, and indeed from liic whole empire-, in 
the lame manner as the gieat Aurutigzcbe found it pru- 
dent, by compofuion, to invelt them in the Dccean. 
They marked the terror of their arms and depredations 
into the heart ot Delhi, and carried oft' vaft treaiures ; 
until, by the ceflion of Carac, in the kingdom of O- 
rixa, and a chout of tvvelve lacks of rupees annually, 
a peace and tieaty were concluded between Aliverdi- 
Cawn and them, in 1 750. 

The Marratra revenues, taken d’lsjuncfivelv, were 
originally enormous. Before the uiurpation and ranid 
lucccls of that foldicr of fortune, Hydcr-Alli-Cawn,' in 

the 


Chut implies a quarter part of the territorial revenue. 
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the kingdom of Myfore, and around^, the whole might 
have beavered upon feventeen crorei of rupees, or fc- 
ventecn millions of Brililh pound^. It is computed, 
t!ur, now, they enjoy an annual revenue, equal to about 
twelve millions llcrling. Their military eftablilhment, 
which is compofed of cavalry, may yet be equal to 
300,000 ; but thefc are nor to be regarded as regulars, 
or permanent troops, but as an eftabhlbed militia. The 
Sou, or Ram-rajah, by virtue of the treaty with Au- 
rengzebe, and by the Hindoo tenures, has power to 
order out the troops of his tributaries, as often as the 
fhite requires their fcrvice. It is a circumftancc mate- 
rial to be underftood, in judging of the Marratta force, 
that it is an invariable cuftom among them, when an 
expedition is concluded, for the troops to retire with 
what plunder they may have feized, ro their refpedtivc 
abodes, leaving only the houlehold forces with the 
ciiiefs. And when their fervices are again wanted, they 
are {iimmoned by letters, direded to the chief officer 
of each village, or diftrift, fo that they are re-aflemblcd 
in a week or ten days. The Marratta territory may 
properly be laid to extend, fea-ward, from Twvancorc 
near Cape Comorin, at the louthern extremity of the 
peninfula, to the river Paddar, which difeharges itfclf 
in the Gulf of Scindy, and which divides Guzzerat from 
the Perfian dominions, except the Marratta territory 
lately ufurped by Hyder-Alli-Cawn, They are bound- 
ed by the Carnatic, the Company’s nofthern Circars, 
and the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck,* to the 
Eaft, except the province of Catac, which carries their 
pofieffions, irregularly, to the Bay of Bengal; and the 
river Jumna, with the provinces of the Mogul empire, 
terminate their boundary to the North. 

A 2 The 


Tk« Soubah of the Deccan-Baiakt-Jung. 
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The Sou, or Rao^^rajah, exids now but in name. 
Nana-row, father of the late Mada-row andi Narain- 
row, and brother to i'\c prefcnt Roganaut row, (com- 
monly known by the name of Ra^oba) fcizcd the reins 
of government, and the perlbn of the Ram -rajah, at 
the fame inftant. The revolution was favoured by the 
religious Brahmin caft of the ufurper. The govern- 
OKni he adminidered under the title of Paijhwa, or 
Prime Minifler, and the prince he confined in a fortrefs 
near Setcerah, the metropolis. In this pofition, the 
prefcnt young Ram-rajah, and the government of the 
r/lirratta Hate, continue to this tiay Jonogec Boofla, 
or . jncello, the father, or immediate predcceffor,* of 
Moou.ijt;i- li'y.na, Rajah of Bcrat >yas a pretender to 
the fovercignty , as one of the nea< tft of kin to the con- 
fined Ram r^jah. And Roganaut-row was a pretender 
to the Paiihwa-fhip, even during the life-time of his 
nephew Mada-row, for which Mada-row kept him un- 
der confinement, until, forefeeing his own approaching 
diffoltition, and dreading the crafty intriguing dil'pofi- 
tion of the uncle, even in confinement, to the prejudice 
of the lineal fuccelTor Narain-row, whofe youth and 
ifkXi'e.'i'-nce might expofe him to fnares and plots, 
th lu I'lt ii. moll .idviuble to releafe Roganaut-row, and 
ell ct a itconciliition. Accordingly, having, to all ap- 
pearances, leulcd meafures, and removed uneafincfTcs, 
he placed the hands ot the youth into thofe of the un- 
cle, and ihedding tears of joy and fatisfadion, faid. 
That he intrufled and recommended the young man, 
and carncllly brfought the uncle’s tender care, protec- 
tion, and advice to him, in the admin'ftrac’on of go- 
veiiimcnt. A promife which Roganaut-row obi’erved 
no longer than, by his wiles, he could procure alTallins, 
who cut tlie nephew to pieces, in the falle arms of an 

uncle, 

• The of Mocxhjfe BooJIa, in his own per/Im, to the Ra- 
jalhip of Btix'", has lately been challenged by his bed friend, Mr. 
Mailings. 



uncle, who thus had no com^ttor itmuning in his 
own family to the Pailhwa-fliip.?^ada-row died in 
November, 1772 •, and Narain-rowwas allowed to live 
until the September following, Itnd the ajd year of hit 
age. 

The death of Narain-row being lamented, and the 
unnatural manner execrated by the generality of people, 
Roganaut-row’s fucceffion was oppoied powerfully. Di- 
vifions became formidable. At lad the oppoGtion pre* 
vailed, and the barbarous parricide, Roganaut>row, was 
obliged to fly. Unhappily, he directed his courfe to the 
idand of Bombay, where protection was granted him, 
ii> confideration of a promife of Battering conceBlons, 
which he had neither the power nor right to perform. 

The afylum thus accorded to Roganaut-row, very 
juBly incenfed the Marrattas on the one hand, while, 
on the other, it amufed with a profpeCt of valuable con- 
ccBions of territory, together with the ufual fpoils and 
fuperb acknowledgments which Indian revolutions pre- 
fented to the ambitious views of fuccefsful allies, indi- 
gated both Tides to commence hoBilities, apparently 
with mutual good-will, and ftimulatcd appetites. 

The marine of Bombay bravely fuftained the troops 
in reducing the iflahd of Salfctte, after confiderable lofs 
to the aBailants i while the reduction of Baroach coft 
the life of one of the bell and braveft oMccrs that be- 
longed to either the Britilh army or the Company’s fer- 
vice, in the death of General Wedderburne. The Com- 
pany felt the lofs foon thereafter, by the defeat of the 
Bombay army under Colonel Keating. Happily, how- 
ever, by means of the eitablifhed enmity between the 
Marrattas and Hyder-AHi-Cawn, fcveral jealouGes and 
heart-burnings between the principal and lefler Bates, 
j^nd diviGons in the Pponah Council, the Marratta go- 
vernment 
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vcrnmcnt was, at fo divided, that they Ihewed 

8 ferious difpofition i^'^ireferve the friendfliip and alii- 
anc? of the Company, preference to all otlier con- 
nexions j provided the murderer, Roganaut-row, was 
bot fupported by them, in an unjuft claim, to fully and 
^Contaminate the Company’s reputation and fame, by a 
i^pnduX diametrically oppofitc to the generally received 
:i|?|^jnion, which, until of late, had been uniformly en- 
:i(eirtained of the Britilh nation in India.- 

Had the government of the Company in India the 
difeernment common even to inferior politicians, they 
Ivould rather have encouraged thofe •^ntnities, jealou- 
fics, and inteftine divifions, than by a cries of ambitious 
and mercenary plans and ufurpations, and a fuppprt of 
bad ebaraXers in iniquitous preteiifions, to compel the 
contending powers, and jarring parties, to unite in the 
general defence of each other, aod their rights, as a 
common caufe. 

In this plight were the Company involved with the 
Marratta ftait, when the new government, compofed 
of Mr. Haftings, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
Mr. B.irwell, and Mr. Francis, commenced, in OXo- 
ber, 1774. The newly-arrived members (General 
Clavering, Colonel Mont'un, and Mr. Francis) entered 
upon the duty afiignetl to them by their country and 
the Company with alacrity, with fenciments ftrongly 
impregnated with true patriotifm and juftice, and with 
views Iblcly direXed to the recovery of the Company’s 
affairs from the ftate of embarraffed confufion, debt, 
and diferedit, into which the preceding mal-adrainiftra- 
tion of their principal Icrvants had undutifully plunged 
them. After feleXing the nioft intelligent and merito- 
riou.s fervants, to adminiftcr in the fubordinate ftations 
of government, they fcvercly reprehended the Rohilla 
war, as barbarous, unjuft, and impolitic reprobated, 

in 
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in plain ^nd dirctSb terms, the trcalf;’ with Sujah^ul-dow- 
la, and improved upon it with pjlicely advantages ir 
the lineot ftnance and military cffablilhment, in favouj 
of the Company. The fpirit of humanity, jutlice, an^ 
tEconomy, breathing in every articulation and aftio/^ 
which this uncorrupted majority uttered and pcrfornl 
ed^ they availed themfelvcs of the extended fuperiorit] 
which the ad of parliament gave them in certain caCs 
over the other .Prcfidencies, and fent Colonel Uptq 
upon an embalTy, to negociate an honourable peat 
with the Marratta court i which was at length cot 
eluded and ratified, upon the firft of March, lyyt 
under the title of the Poorunder, and fometimes th 
Poohah, treaty'. 

By this treaty, Salfcttc, Baroach, and other diftrids 
in the Guzzerat provinces, were ceded to the Compa- 
ny i they were to be paid twelve lacks of rupees in 
three fixed terms, to defray the charges of the war, to 
fecure which feveral pergunnahs were delivered up in 
mortgage pofiTeflion •, and an extent of territory, of the 
annual value of three lacks, adjoining, or near to Ba- 
roach. And, on the ocher hand, Roganaut-row was 
to be provided for, according to his rank and preten- 
fions, in a private line, and to withdraw from Bombriy i 
and that no protedion or afliftance was to be given to 
him, or any other fubjed or I'crvant of the Marratta 
ftate, who may cauie any difturbance or rebellion in 
the country. 

Whether the conditions in this treaty were obferved 
by the contrading parties, whether the proper tnethodt 
were ufed for carrying them into execution, or tor a- 
voiding a war, or whether tiie laws of good faith, juf- 
tice, and policy, were obferved in the luprcme Bricifii 
Council of India, and tlie Prefidency of Bombay, will 
appear in the following ingenuous and authentic flate 
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of fafks, abftrafted^om uncon teftcd records^ Certain, 
however, it is, thaWhe evil originated in the non-per- 
formance of that treaty, and the extraordinary proceed- 
ings thereon •, that the Marratta government (hewed 
(levery pofTible difpofition to preferve the friendihip, and 
ko maintain an alliance with the Englilh; that a breach 
!of public faith, and an infatiable thirlt for power and 
itmbounded monarchy, fo apparent in every meafure of 
tne Company's fervants, united the difeordant Marratta 
flates, and jarring members of the adminiftration in 
Poonah, Hyder-Alli-Cawn, the Soubah of the Deccan, 
the Rajah of Berar, Nudjiff-Cawa, and all the lefllr 
powers of India, into a combined, dfetermined’ com- 
paft, and clofe affociation, to refill, '^^ipofe, and reduce 
the extravagant views and prctenlions of the Com- 
pany’s leading adminidration in Afia i that, urged by 
the fame dread, the native powers, in defperation, dif- 
covered inclinations to hearken to the overtures of 
France, looking wi(hfully and anxiouOy with impa- 
tience, for the day of deliverance from the fcourge of 
tyranny, and the iron hand of opprclTion ■, that thefe 
faAs have, it is faid, been known to the Court of Di- 
reftors, and to the King’s minifters, by the polTclTion 
of authentic materials *, that, by this ralb, dilhonoura- 
ble, and unwarrantable war, the Company have had 
their treafures wafted, their credit ruined, and their re- 
putation for arms almoft irretrievably loft-, that the 
Marrattas diftinguilhed more temper, moderation, and 
good faith, throughout this unlucky bufinefs, particu- 
larly when viflory gave them a tarte-blanche^ than could 
have been expeded from a people of a more pacific 
difpofition, and to whom the oppofite qualities are af- 
cribed charaderiftically. And that it is too evident, 
from appearances, however artfully dlfguifed, that a 
train of diigraceful and diftrefting events, were original 
dUefts of the atVmg adminiftration from the beginning, 
influenced by finifter views, founded upon ambition. 
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By unabating keen refentment imaginary 
€nces, and by an implacable, Unremitting oppofitionf 
to every meafurc of the majority in the life-time of 
neral Cla^ering and Colonel Monlon, particularly tbilt 
treaty of Poonah, which they wcfc bent upon ovef-i ; 
turning, at all hazards. There arc reafons to imaginci'. 
that it was propofed to derive fome oblique juftificatioif 
of the Rohilla war, from the unfavourable effefts of 
an iU-condu6i!ed Marratta War; 
k 

Roganaut-roW, under the protedlon of the Bomb-ij^ 
government, caitcrcd into intrigues, and fomented pafi„ 
ties and diilimtions in the adminiftratlon of Poonabj^.; 
until at length, he procured an infatuated dcccptiorf'^ 
upon the Ample credulity of the unl'ufpeding Refulent, 
Mr. Moftyn, who in confequence of his own ealy faith, 
as eafily milled the willing minds of the Prefidency of 
Bombay into a belief of wbai they fo eagerly wilhed. 

The Governor General, Mr. Haftings, introduced 
the fubjed at the fopreme board, upon the a 8th day 
of January 1778, in a Very long minute, wherein, 
among a variety of other matters, he complained bit- 
terly of the filence and remiffnefs of the Prcfidenfcy of 
Bombay, although Mr. Moftyn had had fcveral confer- 
ences with the Poonah minifters, who continued to 
complain that Roganaut-row was ftiB entertained at 
Bombay, in violation of orders from the fupreme board.- 
He added, that new lources of unealinefs had .trilen, in 
the extraordinary countenance afforded to the Cheva- 
lier Sc. Lubin and Mr. Bolts, by the court of Poonah •, 
one as agent to the crowri of France, the other ds fc- 
prefentative of the Houfc of Auftria. That if repbre 
could be believed, written engagements had palfed be- 
tween them and Monfieur St. Lubm, “ tbt objcll of 
“ wfeVi, wbatevtr it bt^ mfi if attained, prove dejlrue- 

B “ tivi 
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« tm to tU tradt oj{ the Enghjb Con^aiy, ad to the Bri‘ 
** fifi it^mct in b£!k'‘ * 

Thele being the idess which Mr. Haftingi laboured 
to impitfs on the minds of his fellow^counfellorst as 
an evil which threatened deftruditMit by the alarming 
|»ower of the Marratta$<-As a wife and faithful feryani 
and fubjeA, would it not have been more confident, 
and infinicely more juft and political, '» have accom* 
modated the breach, and applied a healing balfam to 
the fore, by an obfervance of the late .treaty, and good 
^ith, than wantonly to urge a dangerous, expcnbve, 
and unjttft war? f 

/ 

At the fame moment, Mr. HaiHngs acknowledged, 
that ahhougb bt btlievd the Mmatta powers named 
■ mtb other ftates, wuHe to tope imtb the Cmpaojft 
** power at Bombof^ jet fuftednei bj the Fretubt thy are 
qualified to rtfufe acqmefcenee to air demndt ) wbitb de- 
** mauds, the tf the ifiand ofBt^eea offers, at the 
** onfy profpea of a fecuritj s that no omation fredndet us 
« from demanditig it, nor can anj blame beji^^ minted to 
“ us, if as the Superior Power, we prefer^e the terms, 
*' were they even mere unequal than theft are, at wbitb we 
“ are mlling to rcleafe both partiet, frm that dangerosu 
point on which they fiuUuated, hHween war and peace, 
during a long interval of two years, ad are Hkefy to m- 
“ linue there, utdefs one fide affants the right i^ dtcifiai*' 

Itt 

* H]rder>AlU having, tefented the profera of St. LttUn to the 
Marrauas, and the Mairattaa unwilling to irritate the Englilh, no 
eonceliwii or treaty whatfoever was enteira into with Mr, St. Lnbiii, 
and hr u as exprefsly defired to withdraw ftoin Pooaah. Hehad had 
panizans there who wiHied to promote his fkwi. fie .vent to Hy. 
deT-.'tiii, and the refaAd of the Mariana govenunent contributed to 
facilitate the treaty, ami the ceffion of the port of Mangalore. I'hii 
was, and is the fail. 
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In (his paifage of his minute, Mr. Baitings ongaard* 
ed)y atoVs fiAs, which in din^* terms condemn hit 
own deliberate meafuret. The'li^orive advantages 
which a French alliance would yield to the Marrattas, 
ftould have induced him to treat upon more liberal, 
equal, and juft principles, as the moft likely means 
overihtting the fofpefted maty with St. Lubin. He ; 
avows, ** dat^ to htb fidti^ and a confeffion tanta*>' ' 
mount to its htving been a ftudied impending ma*'' 
noeuVR in his political fyftetiH “ for a leng mtervd of 
** twojtanf* which comprehends the intire time that 
the Poonah treaty had exigence. According to bit 
profei&d maxima, “ the fimd and net juftice, fieitld dt^ 

“ cide tbepeird'of rij^t^ in an iffue in which the Com- 
pany had, henafdot no concern, and became unnecef- 
farily and imprudently, officious medkre. The great 
and acknowledged abilities of Mr. •Bailings, and par- 
ticularly the lingular talent which be has acquired in 
writing, are circumftances which, upon a critical re- 
view and examination of his minutes and general con- 
dud, lihce hit return with power to India, will, upon 
many occafions, condemn himfelf, even more than the 
maflerly pens of his opponents. The art of evalton, 
and equivocation, for the purpofes of veiling or di^if*! 
ing the real mcafures taken, or meant to be taken, are 
too confpicuous not to create fufpicions of die matters 
thus meant to be fupported or defended. Plain,/ ine- 
quivocal fads, carry convidion where the ground is 
really found, and the meafures thentfelves dire^ to 
wife and falutary purpofes } but when the mind is con- 
fcious of having betrayed truft, or is pcrverfcly bent 
upon, and determined, to guide and enforce meafures, 
whether right or wrong, by the exercife of power abu- 
fed and mi&pplied, the faculties of evafion, quivoca- 
tion, andconfcquwiily of perverfion, arc employed with 
dangerous and alarming advanages in the liqirtme ma* 
piftrate of a remote government, vefted wi^ civil, mi* 

B a litary, 
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Iltary, political, and commercial powers. The argq- 
ments and reafoningsUxpreded in the minute$ of Mr. 
Haftings, upon this ^ other important fubjeds, fince 
the treaty o! Benaras, contain fuch palpable contradiCT 
tions to each other, and duplicity of fentiment, as are 
fuHicient, witliout the able oppofttion they Iiave had to 
encounter, to condemn the whole. And the inattentron 
9f the Direftors to thtfe fubjects, regularly .tranfipitted 
to them, nearly cdablilhes an unpleafknt truth, that ai> 
though charged with a truft of magnitude and dignity, 
they Icarccly ever read the proceediofis of their fervants, 
on the moft important concerns of the Company and 
nation, in India. 

The Governor propofed a plan, compofed of ten ar- 
ticles, as the terms to be afkcd ahd infilled, upon from 
the Marrattas, and being oppofed by Mr. Frantis and 
Mr. Whcler, the confidciation was Fut pfif dll the day 
following. W 

1778, January apth. On which day, the Governor 
laid before the Board, a letter from the Prefidency of 
Bombay, concerning the fubjeft of yffterday’s com- 
plaint. In this letter, dated the 12th December, 1777, 
they give notice of an offer made by fonic members of 
the roinillerial party at Poonah, to rejnftate Rpganaut- 
pw, and of their own determination to accept liich of- 
fer, whenever it fltould be authenticated by a dired cn- 
gagcpicnt from the minifters, and to march whh Rpga- 
anaut-tow, toeftabliflj him in the Pailhw.a-lhip of Poo- 
nah by force of arms. They condemn the countenance 
given to, Mr. Bolts, as well as to Mr. St. Lubin, and a- 
tnufe themfelves with the greater affurance pi' I'ucccfs in 
favour of Roganapt-rpw, a.<! they ejtped alliftancc from 
Hydcr-Alli-Gawn, who profeffes a friendlhipfor that par- 
ty, an advantc^tinhicb^ bpu'wer, tbynegleSdiaimpreve;^ 
And the Go-verpor reduced the propofidpns of yefter- 

day 
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day from trato five articles, without any material 
ation in point of matter, to the foUp’^ing purport, viz. 

I. That fuch rcafonable and pra£ticable.fecurity be 
obtained for the perlonat fafcty of Roganaut-row, as 
Roganout-rtw .bimjtlf ft)aU require. 

II. That a fpeclfic fum be demanded to reimburfe 
the company for the military, charge, which may be in*- 
eun ed by that interpQ|iiion.. 

III. That the fort and difirict of BalTccn be ceded ui* 
perpetuity to the Company.' : 

IV. That an additi^al grant of territory be made ad*, 
jacent to Balieen and Bom^y, in exchange tor Baroach, 
and the lands ceded by Futta*Sing*Guiacawar, and* from 
the pergunnahs of Hanfood, Aumood, ittA Deiborai). ^ ’ 

V. That no European fettlement be allowed on any* 
of the maritime coafts of the Marratta dominions, witlhi 
cut the confent ef the fuprme council previoufy obtained. 

Thefc demands were fufficiently imperious and die-* 
tatorial, to a powerful independant ftate ■, but the 9 th 
of the propofitions of yefierday, contained a rnorc'im* 
perious tone, in thefc terms : “ i[hat theJepa^faU be con* 
“ veyed ly letter to the prefent Pdjhvsu.i' t^t his anjwer 
“ be required, without condition or refer ve,. ar^ 

“ tide i and that this government fisdl take its final re/q-' 
“ lution, to abide by the treaty, asit JhaU ^and cenjhtmti > 
* by bis anfwer, or to cenfider it as annulled and iwsaUdaSei 
“ bythM." 

It is worthy of obfervation, that at a jundure fo, con* 
fellediy critical, notwiibftauding the objedionab|er|>art 
of Mr. Bolt’s political condud, recorded on the pro* 

ceedings 
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ceedings \a Bomba^Fy and the pofitive injan^ona of the 
C}(i)p4iiy concernSig his obj^ in India, the very lead* 
members of that government, afforded him the moft 
effential affiftance in hu undertakings, of which the (hip 
i^ouifay and her cargoes to and from China, furnifl^ 
the cleareft evidence. And it is fomewbat extraodtn^ry, 
that however impolitic it might prove, to eftablifh the 
avowed friend and partizan of Hyder*AUUCawn, at the 
head of the Marratta government, yet, as they had de- 
termined upon the mtafoie, they Ihoold certainly have 
formed feme plan of accommodation, to which Hyder 
(hould engage, as a party ; although, upon every pof- 
fible principle of good policy, the M^ttatta alliance was 
a more natural and beneficial connectibo to the Com- 
pany, and more to be dtmended fi^n, than an afpiring, 
ambirioos ufurper, whole enmity to the Englilb, and 
thdr idlim, was as firmly rooted as that which he enter- 
tained for the Marrattas. It would therefiM« have been 
the effSsnee of good policy, in the Company’s fervants, 
CO have made ufe of their influence in preferving 
the diviflon, and countenancing the jealonfies, of two 
ftates, whofe junftion of power, (hould it ever happen, 
would effi^ually crulh and deftroy all the future prof- 
pe^ of the Britilb nation in Hindoftan. 

Mr. Brands entered a formal proteft againff the Bom- 
bay ploceedings ; doubted the finceriiy of the confer- 
ence between Mr. Lewis (the afliftanc refident at Poo- 
nab) and Amunt<row, for the refforation of Roganaut- 
row; urged the propriety of a fteady adherence to the 
Company’s general inftrudions, and particularly to their 
reprehenfive letter of 12th April, 1775, addreffed to 
the Prefidency of Bombay : He wifhed, he faid, to ob- 
tain the right and poiTefllon of Baffren for the Company, 

by an amuabk n^Motion ef exebange^ or pmrebafe but 
declared, “ tktf evm bis vims wire mltd^ tht little 
" uHlityinfmt (f revtmttf arifing frm the een^sufi of 
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Si^/ette.^ * His realms diroughout u-e clear, iadi- 
clous, and predtdory of wliat followed. Mr. Wheltr 
msmifefted the warmth of zeal and duty, in oppofition 
K) the proceeding in Bombay, as having an immediate 
tendency to conmme the Company’s revenues, and to 
involve their means and rq>ut3tion in ^refs and ruin, f 

Upon the ad February, 1778, Mr. Haftings’s pro. 
pofals were re-confidered } oppofod, as before, by Mr, 
Francis and Mr. Wbcler, and carried by the Gevemor’i 
taftittg vote, to fupport Roganaut-row, in direft viok* 
tion riie Pooronder treaty; and, with three additi* 
onal articles, wer^rdered to be difpatched to the Pre« 
fidency of Bombay^^r their government. 

The Governor then propofed, to take the opinion of 
General Stibbert on the fending a reinforcement, over 
the continent to Bombay^ and the confequent necedity 
of augmenting the Sej^y corps: Healfo propofed a 
letter to Madras, to induce that Prefidency to reinforce 
the Bombay army from thence ; and at the fame indaht, 
that he continued with confidence, to aflert, fhat the 
Prefidency of Bengal is, and will he, in a cenditim t» 
afiijl Bmkay abundant^, with men and mney, to carry 
on the Mmatta war” he Bated the Bombay army 
thus: 

Artillery, rank and file • 261 

European infantry • 783 

Sepoy infantry • - 5621 

Irregulars • • 1231 

A force which he thought able to carry all thelf hoi* 
tile purpofes into execution, without any afiiftance frotn 

i^engal 

* It is confidently alledged, that the piefent dear 
fette, is far ihort of the real advaniages it yielded in the lino of 
commerce, when it was in the poil^on of the Marrattaf* 
t Vide the Company’s records, for theft minoteta 
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Bengal or Madras; an opinion which he l^ruggled to 
enforce, by comparing it with the force of Bengal at 
the battle of PlalTcy, and againft the Scha ZaJda ; with 
Colonel Forde’s cx 2 >cdition againft Mafulipatnam ; and 
confiderably greater, than when unfupported by coun- 
try powers, thc^troops of Bengal wrcftcd the provinces 
and Souba^ip mm Coflim-Alli-Cawn. And thus, he 
affc£led to draw the fame fuccefsful conclufions in the 
prefent affair, without confidering, that the Marrattas 
are profeftlonally and cunftitutionally, a warlike na- 
tion i whereas the Bengalee’s are the moft timid, irre- 
folute, and indolent part of the human fpecies. FIc 
might alfo, have confidered that 1^, <rtune has proved 
hcrfclf as fickle and inconftant, iar-tlic dccifion of aims, 
as in the difpenfation of other fortuitous cvems, which 
aSe£r empires, ftates, focieties, and individuals, lie 
computed the diftance from Bombay to Poonah at only 
four days march ; that the friends of Roganuui-row 
. were encamped in the neighbourhood of Poonah with 
ao,ooo horfe, and that his opponents, together with the 
main Marratca army, were engaged hoftilely againft 
Hyder-Alli-Cawn on the banks of the Kiftna, therefore 
could not aftift againft the friends and meafures of Ro- 
ganaut-row. 

How unfortunate was Mr. Haftings, as well in his 
i^crct intelligence, as in his conjedturcs, if tbty were 
fucb as be exprejjed! The Bombay army were not 
within two days march of Poonah, after having been 
about fifty days in their progrefs,* without any hof- 
cile obftrudtion, before they were totally defeated, 
and forced to a difgraceful humiliation, and a carte- 
blanche. There was not a man in the civil or military 

admiid- 

* The expedition moved from Bombay on the aad of November, 
and after three or four days ikinniftilng, they capitulated at War- 
gaum on the i6th of januarVi diilance about twenty4vc or thirty 
from Poonah. 
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adminiftraiion of the WfHiratta goveraittent, either ill. 
thought or aftioo, ready to efpoul' the caufe of Roga- 
naut-row *, but, on the contrary, ihf whole body of 
the people, in every ft.ition, fccmed unanimous to op* 
pofe hid), and the plan and meafurc hr had adopted ; 
arid when it came to the teft, the Bombav army found 
fo numerous a force to oppolc their approai hes, that 
they were furrounded, and hemmed in at all quarters, 
by fuch a body of troops, that it proved the Marratta 
main army were not on the banks of the Kiftna. By 
this rule of judging, arc not the following querie*’ di* 
refc'.y applicaWe ? Is not the Governor General, by 
lire countenance'^ich he gave, and taliadous repre* 
feotations made oy him, by which the Prefideifcy of 
fi'jmbay were not only encouraged, but juftilied, and 
cn fpirited on, culpable in a greater degree than as 
. n acceflary ? And is he not immediately and direflly 
anlwerable, with his fortune and perfon, to the Com- 
pany and Britilh nation, for all thcttreafure and troops 
which have been loft unnecelTarily, and the difrepute 
and diferedit brought, on the Company and the nation, 
by the unwarrantable and wanton manner in which he 
forced the Company into the Marratta war ? — The 
mode of approbation by the Supreme Council, and the 
conditions which accompanied it, as requifitions inad- 
miftable by the Marrattas, are material juftiftcatioos of 
the Bombay gentlemen, againft cenllftes which other- 
wife (hould have irretrievably cruihed them. Mr. Haft- 
ings’s inconftftency, or whatever other deftnition it tnay 
admit of, appears in a reply to the eighth paragraj^ bf. 
Mr. Francis’s minute. He propofed, “ to etaer 
“ war with tie mfi powerful ftate tn Hiiii^aHyWbo 
“ be conjeRured were in alliance with Frimce^ itttbt 
“ mans of defeating tie views of France and Spain** 
Inftead of endeavouring to make that powerful 
** fiatef* forfake the alliance of France, a id become 
the faithful friends and allies of the, Britilh nation, 

C and 
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and thos render the Company’s pofltfllons to fccurc, 
that the whole power and force of Britain might be di- 
re£ted clfewhere, with effefl:, againlt its enemies. — 
Tbc.Marrattas offered to letcie a jagliirc of five lacks 
of rupees annually on Roganaut-row, provided he 
would withdraw to Benaras, under the EnglilTi pro- 
tection. This Mr. Haftings oppolcd, and by that 
means, refofed peace and I'ccurity, together with the 
■ reception of about ^.60,000 Itcrling annually, in fpecie, 
from a country with which the Company have no mer- 
cantile intercourfe from Bengal or Bahar. 

The 9th of February, Mr, Haftj/ gs informed the 
Board, that by private intclligenC’«^,' he had received 
affurance' of Governor Bellecornbc's departure from 
Pondichery to the Malabar Coaft, with a defign to 
rweivc Ibtemn poffeffion of the port of Choul, on the 
part of France, in confequcncc of a ceflion thereof by 
the Marrattas. 'i'he truth was, that Monf. Bellecombc 
made a tour to Mahe in the Brilliante man of war, and 
doubtlcfs had in view, to affift Mr. St. Lubin, in 
forming and concluding treaties with the Marrattas and 
.Hydcr-Alli-Cawn. But the port of Choul never bad 
been, either tlie objeOt of bis expedition, nor the pro- 
'.^blc concelfion on the part of a fface,.sdntady too 
jealous and fufpicious of European influence and in- 
trigues in their vicinity. 

**r ' 

On the asd of February, Mr. Haftings prefented a 
letter from Bombay of the 20th Janiua-y, on which, 
it would feem, that he founded his motion for march- 
ing a derachment over land to re-inforce the Bombay 
army. - Mr- Francis and Mr. Wheler perfifted to op- 
pofe it, and protefted in the ftrongeft terms againft the 
fclblvcs of the majority.* The Gover.nor’s double 

vote 


* Vide the m'natei upon record. 
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viw, and thf Angle one of Mr. Barwell, having over- 
I uled the two Angle votes of their opponent, a detach* 
mcnt under the t'ommood of Colonel Matthew Leflifi 


was relblved upon, to confifil of 


Officeis - - - - 

103 

Troops - - - - 

6,624 

Servants - . - 

19,729 

Bazar people • • 

12,000 


38.456 


Here w^s an ariTiy of 6727 troops only, and a fuite 
of 31,729 ferv ants and (utlcis, ordered to encounter 
an uncxplorcil ciM^nir), * inhabited by a ^warlike peo- 
ple, inimical to tUv^Jopipany, occupying fallelfes and 
dehles, and intcrfcdteJ by large navigable river*, which 
would conttinially cxpole the army to be cut off by the 
fword, reduced by famine, or peitlhin the hofpitals. 

A letter from the Court of Direftors, dated the 41H 
July, 1777, to the Prefidcncy of Bombay, having ar- 
lived jn Calcutta on the i2ih Mar-li, 1778, '' paru- 
“ cularly and pafitivtly confirming the treaty Made ly Ca- 
“ lontl Upton with the Mtri atlas, and ordering a fintl 
“ adherence to it\ recommendin' fprcutl vigilante, wht^ 
“ Ragohitwas at Bombay, that be formed no plans, againji 
“ wbai ts called the mtnifiertal party at Roonab v and pa- 
fittvtly commanding, that no tnterv ’niton or fibeme in 
“ bis favour, Jbali be entered into, without the previous 
“ confent of the Supreme Couniil, or Court of D^nSlei s. 
At the fame time, faying, “ that common humanity mar- 
“ ranted the protetUott of Rageba's perjon ftem vsalenc'f' 
No council bc^g then fitting, or to fit in the rotafion 
of bufinefs until the Monday following, and the de- 

C 2 tachtDCitt 
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tachment under Colonel Ltdie being under orders (o 
march, Mr. Francis and Mr. Whcler addrefled the 
Governt^ General by letter on tne fame dayj urging 
the Board to countermand the march, but without 
effccl. 

On the 1 8th March, a letty to the Frefidcocy of 
Bombay, drawn up by Mr. Hadings, was laid before 
the Board, confiding of orders and indrudlions for the 
guidance of that Prefidency. This letter is enveloped 
with ij much art and fubtilty, that though the writer’s 
judgment nnill: be'condemned upon the iace of every 
tact, yet a perfon unacouainted with the hidory, his 
views, and abilities in that way, would be fpt to ac- 
quit him of having had intentions di “dtly foreign to 
the language exprclled. It is likcrtli horizontal plan 
or bafe of a nigged or hilly country, laid down by out- 
lines upon a, fair llieet of paper, which deceives the 
eye into a belief, that the country is as flat and level as 
it appears reprefented on the paper. — It fets out with 
an abftraft of the Company’s lad recited letter, which 
in the 65th paragraph drongly defires the obfcrvancc of 
the ticaty •, and in the fame bieath, he charges the Mar- 
ratcas with an ablolote violation of evciy article in the 
treaty, w<th forming Fiench connedfiuns i and infi- 
nu-if . a firm hope, that the fpirii of the meafuic!. con- 
veyed in the prelent letter of indruttion, ihatl have 
been antitipai'd before it reaches, by a great event 
agaiiilh tlicMariatta adminidiation in favour of Roga- 
naut-row. But, he fays, as the reverfe is yet proba- 
ble, they (the Supreme Council) ihail fuimm fuch in- 
dt udions and authority for their guitlanct, as are ne- 
ceffary on a ruppoficion that no revolution hath taken 
pi icc at Fcnnah, confiding of I'cvcn articles, to the 
fallowing effed, vtz. 
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The ift requires s peremptny demaod of a coun- 
try of three coaiplete lacks d rupees annual revenue, 
near Baroa^ i and in cafe of non-conformity, t$ ik- 
clare it a vMttm of trta^. 

The ad requires a peremptory demand of the imme- 
diate payment of twelve lacks of rupees ^ and in cafe 
of non-compliance, to declaro it » vioUtim of treaty. 

The 3d orders them to keep polTefllon of the ieveral 
villages, and pergunnahs ceded to the Company by 
Futta-Sing-Guicawar, at the Marrattas have neglellti to 
produce prooA of putta-Sinfs incapanty to make fitch 
cefftott. 

N 

a 

The 4th direfts^htm) to remonftrate againft the 
countenance afforded to Mr. St. Lubin » the engage- 
ments entered into with him } the grant of the port of 
Choul ; and to demand a clear and fattsfaftory expla- 
nation of their intentions in regard to France.— ’And 
to declare, that the EnglKh Company ihall take fuch 
meafures as prudence Ihall didate for the future fafety 
of their interefts and polTeffions. The Governor con- 
dclcended to acknowledge on this fubjed,— That be 
regarded the Marrattas as the on^nativey aod the French 
“ as the eniy foreign povier in IndtOy capable of affe&it^ the 
“ influence wbscb theBritsJh nation had acauired in it.* The 
“Jormer having been rendered incapable by internal dtfirae^ 
tioHyf and tbeincquedtty of their numbers ^ European dif- 
“ etphne ; and the tatter, by the want of terntortal pro^ 
“ perty, or any to fupply tt.'^fhat therefore an alliance be- 
tween them would at once relieve all their mutual wants, 
** and afford them all the reqmfitts to difpute with us on equal 

“ terms 

* Yet he labovred to «nUt theft two powers, wUch wete /ive- 
r»iy caoable of affeding the firitilh influence. 

f which diftraflions, his meaforet have healed, and efleftually 
compofed. 
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“ terms,, the dminhn of In^a, which at prefent we pejfefs 
without a rival, and may he aitended with calamities more 
** dreadful hy the fuperior magnitude cf the conte^, than that 
which we formerly experienced in the Carnatic."^ 

The 5th direfts them to demand a fafe pafl^ge for, 
and afliftance to Colonel Leflie's detachment, through 
the Marratta domimo;>4 ; and to alTure them, that no 
a£l of hoilility (halt be committed by the army on their 
march \ and to repeat the ftrongeft alTurances of a pa- 
cific difpofition and adherence to the treaty in every 
point. 

The 6th requires the obfervancc of thA^ompany’s 
orders in their laft recited letter^i ether the admint- 
ftration of Saccaram Baboo, ,anTi>!ana-furnclc conti- 
nues, or a revolution Ihould have taken place. But if 
iither adminiftration (hall direSly or indireSly, infringe 
the treaty, in fuch cafe, the Supreme Council, in vir- 
tue of their authority, doth autborife the Bombay Council 
to farm a new alliance with Reganaut-row, and engage with 
him in any enpedient fcbeme for retrieving his affairs. And 
the like authority is extended, at all events, if they are in- 
vited to aecomplifh the propofitmts tranfmitted to them on the 
id of Fe^»t^ laft. 

The yth is a general recommendation, having a clear 
tendency to delude and circumvent the people of Bom- 
bay, and to make them oflenfible for any unfortunate 
event that may arife; but it artfully recommends *^fucb 
” a pljcy, as circunftanees wiU warrant, ind^dent of <wty 
“ particfdar intereft of Reganaut-row, whom they muft re- 
“ gard in the great pelitkal ebjeff of our government, asfm- 

“//jy 

* What fatal confcffions were thefc, and how inconMent were 
his uniforoi meafttrcfi to thefc dreaded confequences; and to found 
j)oiicy 1 
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' ' ^ ^ 

** pfy meritii^ m mjideratmt and mt mtjjarify comif* 
“ ed or blended with them.*' 

Inftrudions and orders, thus carrying in every ex* 
preiTion, violence and hoftility, tantamount to a de- 
claration of war, produced deliberate proteAs from Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, with fuch ftrong and foHd 
reafons, as obviate the propriety of any other com* 
ment. , • .» 

Mr. Franks concurred in two general principles frO’ 
fejf'ed in the intended letter, f irft, to make the Di- 
rectors laft letter, ’"jic ground work.. And, fccondly, 
to make the eAabli^ment of a lalUug peace, the foie 
general objeft. On the preamble of the Governor’s 
letter, Mr. Francis obferved, “ that we continued in the 
** peaceable pjfefjitm of Sal/ette, and of the Marratta Jbare 
“ of the city and pergannab of Baroacb as Jlipukted hy 
** treaty.*' 

4 

I. As to the BrA; article inAruftive, he allcdged, that 
its execution appeared to have been retarded, only by 
a difpute about the literal meaning of a word,* differ- 
ently conArued by each party; and that thelklmiAloa 
by the Supreme Board, on the i8th Auguft laA, of 
grofs inAead of neat revenue, decided the difpute in fa- 
vour of the Marrattas. But that havii^ feveral ot.Ker 
places in poAcAion, and enjoylim their revenues, »s 
pledges, until the grants of the whole country required 
were made our, our fecurity was not aAcfted by any 
delay, occafioned chiefly by that difpute. 

II. That by the acceptance and polTeinon of Jam- 
boofeer in mortgage, to be held until the revenues col> 
kefed from thence, Iball have liquidated the. debt of 

twelve 


* Kaumil Jamna. 
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twelve lacks, which the Marratcas had coofrated to pay 
us towards the charge of the late war, demanded in 
the fecond inftrudion, it mud be condrued as a mutual 
performance of the treaty. 

III. That the third indruiiion, deciding arbitrarily, 
and ex parte, the right of f utta Sing to make the cef- 
fion therein fpecified, which appeared to him ( Mr. 
Francis j very difputablci if decided-after this impeii- 
ous manner in our own favour, woidd make the eda- 
biilhmcnt of a lajlitig peace impofiible, 

IV. That the fourth iidruflion/ftippofed the port 
of Choul to haveljecn ceded tSilie French, ac. nfier- 
tion which had already been acknowledged, upon en- 
quiry, to want proofs and that the menaces uttered, if 
anfwcrs confonant to the defucs of the Prefidcncy of 
Bombay, or of Mr. Hadings and Mr. Barwell, were 
not returned, amounted to a declaration of war: Mr. 
Francis obferved, “ That the Mmattas baviitg thus con- 
**ftmed to the ctnditim of the treaty, it feemtd juft and 

reafonahle, that feme fatisfa&m ftmld be given them oh 
our fide', particularly, that Reganeut-rew ftmld he re- 
VMved from Bombay, with a proper provijm for his rf- 
“ tabliftiment in a private ftaiion-, that if any negociations 
** were formed with the French, we may trace them to their 
**Joiirce, in the protedion |n>e» to Roganaut-row, his re- 
**fieltnce at Bombay, and the continued intrigues between him 
and that Prefiden^ -, that the tm way to defeat the views 
** of France, was to give the Marrettas a folid proof of 
** our good faith that wlnle Reganaut-rew, a pretender 
“ to their government, was fupperted by us, we give them 
“ too much caufe for looking to France for affiftance ; and 
** that the prefint mafitret will leave them without a 
“ cbmte.” 


V. M 
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V. As to the fifth inftru^lion, after dating the tcia- 
tr«i>dion,.* ** and motives, which on diffcient occarioftij 
have betn affigneil for fending an army to Bombay, he 
aiktd, ‘‘ Jj pctmijfm for a /afe pojfage and u 

“ refujed, fl}&U the detachment^ titverthelejs^ be ordered U 
“• match tbrcitgb the Marratta Urri'.ory, ageinjt their dt- 
“ chirvd inclinations ? And if that is meant, nabether that 
“ Att \iione d-tcs not conjUtuts a declaration of war, which 
“ uinn^t be ^nanfief by ary ajfttrances of our pacific inten^ 
“ tions ? '1 bat fuch language, united with fuch nieafurcSi 

IS an tnfult to cemmon fettje, and much tee plain to diceivti 
“ iithir she MarraStss t,f the Ceutt of DircAsrs," 

• 

VT. On r;;c iifttli infirucliion, le'aving an option irt 
the lii.'iiibay Prcfick ntsy, whether to declare the treaty 
iniim|;t.d, by the Marraftas, or by themlelvcs, and in 
confeqiicnce of fuch decifion, iropowering them to en- 
ter into new engagements with Roganaui-row, for re- 
trieving his affairs with efteft, he laid, “ That, in the 
“ prejeat temper and difpojition of that Prefideng, that 
“ cainci he a doubt of the uft tkg will mke of this extra- 
“ ordm.vy pouter, or that ihg wtii not be forward to avail 

themjikci of it, before it can be rC' called." 

VII. On the feventh inftruftion, which leaves the 
I’lefiofncy of Bombay in poffcHion of deciding as they 
Hull pleale, and recommends the intcreftof Roganauc- 
row to be tegarded only as unconnedled with the grand 
political fyftem,* he faid, It is a manifeji contrdel’ttion 
“ to the foregoing, and to former infirutiions ; that not to 
“ purine feme one determinate fyfiem may be hazardous and 
“ dfgraceful : That be conceived the Supreme Beard not 
“ warranted to convey fuch afdimitied powers to the Prefi- 
“ deng of Bcmbeg : ibat that Prefideng fhsuU continue 

D fubor- 

• Mr. Haftings never communicated this “ grand political fyf* 

** Vi&C* to the Frelidcncy pi Bombay. 
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fubordmUi and be fttcceffmeh direSed by the Supreme 
“ Council i and that the peace of India, perha^ the fate of 
“ the Brit ip empire in this part of the world, is invoin^d 
“ in the qusflicns, which are thus left to their future dici- 
fionsi' He afked, “ Are we juftfied in relinquijhing 
“ our jurifdieiion, even for a moment, over fueh quej- 
“ tions?” And he concluded thus : “ Upon the whole, 
“ it appears to me, that the real tendency of this letter, not- 
“ witbflanding any qualifying exprepovs-interfperfed through 
“ it, is to provoke a war vjith the Marrattas ; that it 
leeks for caufes of offence, where none exift ; that the Ian- 
“ ^^^ds to the Marrattas is peremptory and hcftHe, 

“ and never tifcd but what a ruptttn -s pre-determined 
“ that the caufes of complaint on whUi.- it urges a quarrel, 
“ are trifling and exaggerated -, tb&t the falls it refers to, 
“ art either ckarly difpreved, or taken for granted, with- 
out evidence i and that the terms of the inftrultions are 
“ in feme places ambiguous, and in others contradillory.^— 
fyhether they are or are not ronflflent with the pacific re- 
** folutions, fo clearly and pofitivdy expreffed by the Court 
“ of Direffors, in their letter of the ^.th July, mufl be left 
“ to their judgment" 

Mr, liaving repeated his diffent and protefta- 

tion againft any interference between the contending 
powers of the Marratta government, and the armament 
then under orders for Bombay, as well as the purpofe 
to which it was to be employed, declared, “ 'That he 
'•^Pould not think it ncceffary in future to enter into aifeuf- 
“ fioHs on the/e matters, as the Governor General and Mr. 
“ Bar well had taken the whole refpon/ibiliiy on themf elves ; 
“ mufl be an/werable for the conflquences of the meafures al- 
“ ready refolved on, and fucb as may, of necefftty, follow "* 
He agreed with the Governor, that the t)5th paragrapli 

of 

• la jntticc, and in good policy, fliould not the private cftales of 
pCi'fon. tacing rtiponhbiiiry upon theuifelvcs, in fuch llrong inlian- 
ces, wh'.rh, in liie j?tter of laa-, may amount to an alTusuption of 
debt, be held auou^tnnp(e, in lepns thcreii^.for |hei cooiequcntais- 
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of the Company’s letter to Bombay Ihould bs the ground 
of the iniL'uctions to that PrcfiJcncy, but he dilTcnwd 
from every other part of them, on the lame principles 
as thofc urgcii by Mr. FrancLs. 

Mr. Barwdi having joined in the Governor’s mea- 
fures, the letter was prepaied, and agreed to, for fig- 
nature and diipatch. 

Colonel Godilard’s regiment of cavalry were ordered, 
on the goth March, to join Colonel Lcflic’s detach- 
ment, and to proceed to Bombay. 

• 

Advices from’ Borr.b.ay, received the 6th April, rc- 
prefented every thin?* in a ftatc of perfeft tranquility ; 
that no motion had been made in favour of Roganaut-. 
row, nor meaiure arifen from the pretended overtures 
of his partisans in Poonah, mentioned in their letter 
of lath December. Yet Colonel Leflic’s detachment 
was ordered to march ; inrt:ru61:;ons were paffed ; from 
all of which Mr. Francis and Mr. Whelcr diflented. 
Several minutes by Mr. Haftings, in reply to Mr. 
Francis, with rejoinders and fur-rejoinders, explanatory 
of former minutes, and quibbling upon words, were 
committed to record, in the courfe of this month, but 
lb immaterial as not to merit quotation. 

The object of this narrative being* reftrained to fuch 
fa^ts and circumftances, as (hall remove falfc impref- 
fions from mifreprefentations, and to fhew the unweari- 
ed, unremicted, and faithful rcfiftance made by Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, through each and every ftage' 
of the ruinous bufinefs. So alarming were thefe gen- 
tlcmens apprehcnfions, and fuch their prefcicnce of the 
declining (rate of the Company’s nn-inces, as well as 
thofc of their depiitJent allies in India, irfie probable 
want-s of the nation in Euro|>e, and tlic demand whicir 
the nation muft make, in tome lhri.p' or oti'er, o;i the 

Da „,/?Wt)Psnv. 
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Company, for a renewal of their charter, to anfwer th 
call of a gencni - i, lo much threatened in Europe 
that inc records exhibit indefatigable labour and afTi- 
duity in both, and marks of nervous, clear, and irre- 
iidiblc abilities in Mr. Francis, to oppofe expences, 
■and to introduce principles of ceconomy, on every oc- 
Cafi )n ; and th.!! it was with thefe views, and thofe of 
juiUcc, tonelher with a fixed inicntion to good-faith, 
and the prclervation of national fame, that he uni- 
forinly and tteadily prefled, without intermiflion, a- 
gaind the Marratta war, ai.d every other avoidable hof- 
tility in India ; as molt confifteni with the inltruitions 
of the Company, with good poEry, rtd wiili lionour. 
Left it Ihould be alledged, that thi- detachment was 
not attended with an extraordinary fliilitary charge of 
magnitude, ir is pioper to aflert, as a truth, that an 
equal number of troops were immediately recruited, 
by additional battalions, and an augmentation of each 
exittiog battrtfioii, at an imnr nlc expence in advance, 
doaihing, amis, and difciplinej and that an extra ftafi, 
extra llores, extra tr.tiri of artillery, and other unfore- 
fian extra expence.s, incident to fuch an occafion, be- 
fi.ics the f'!iar,tes and .actual loflcs Upon the txcliafge 
ot rcnuitanecs, tooetlier ailo with the dilbclTing irre- 
triev able inconvenit ncy of tranfporting the current coins 
wajited in circohuion at home, into pans ftoin whence 
it tMitnot Jcturn. Even tiie dtltreflls of the Nabob of 
Oude were heiglueutd 5 and the linjah Cheyt Smg, the 
ivitiitical tiibot.i!y of the Company, had a new contri- 
bution levied up'jii him. Under this pretext, in addition 
to iij!. eflablifncd tiibuie. Demands equady iinjult and 
impolitic, as they were compuiCtoiy, at a time, when 
prudence flioulvl h.ivc dictated the propriety, perhaps 
, the ncc'iTity, of conciliating .the minds, atcathing the 
afletti';;-s, and ieenring the loyalty and fidelity of the 
princip.l n. lives, ir.llcad ot cicaung dififfiftions and 
fefciitnicn'.s. by claim- wiiich were no: founded on pre- 
conirad', or conditiynal treatie.s, but upon the capri- 

- c^ous 
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cious mqvements of imptfrious and dppreflive miftdfi, 
having, m remote as well as immediate contemplation^ 
ends very oppofite to thofc which were profeffed. 

May ir, 1778. Advices from Bombay of the 5th 
April, having communicated the accounts of a revolu- 
tion at Poonah, in favour of Roganaut-row, * Mr. 
Francis, upon a principle that any airift.ince from Ben- 
gal would not ‘now be wanted on the Malabar coaft, 
either againft the Marrattas, or to oppofe France, as 
the fnppofed conneftion between Nana-furnefe and 
Monfieur St. Lubin could no longer exift with effeft, 
refumed the lobjeft of fufpending the march of Co- 
lonel Leflic’s detachment, as no longer ncceirary. 
But the Governor periifted as before, and over- ruled 
the motion. 

May 16. The detachment having marched, and the 
rainy feafon approaching, Mr. Francis urged the recall 
of the detachment. Mr. Haftings, with conllanc per- 
I'everar.ce, againft his own knowledge and certain con- 
viftion, maintained, “ fbat no feafon could be more 
“ happi^' chofn than the beginning cf May ; that the 
“ violent heats would foon be over ; and that the fee- 
“ cecdtng rains would be a relief to the troths, and 
“ facilitate the march T o thoi’e who have experi- 
enced the rains of India, the idea yill appear new and 
extraordinary. Colonel Leflie’s letters, particular^ 
his private ones to the Governor, prove that nothing could 
have been fo ill founded. He uniformly attributes the 
delay of his march to the torrents of rain which had 
overilowed the country, deftroying the roads, and mak- 
ing even the fmall rivers and guts impaflfable. Light 
troops, without incumbrance, may perhaps- move iri 
any feafon, but it is not fo ea(y to convey a train of ar- 
tillery, with ftores, ammunition, camp-cquipage, and 

provifions, 
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provifions, for a body of people not leis than 38,000 
in number, in a tempeftuous feafon, and cliraugh an 
enemy’s country, intcrfefted with numbcrlefs ftreams, 
generally overflowed. The cffcft of the heat was fa- 
tally experienced on the firft day’s march from Calpec; 
by the ignorance of the conduilors, or the obftmacy 
of the commander, they moved out of the right 
courle, and for want of water, and tlirough fatigue, 
between 300 and'^too perfons, belonging to the army, 
or to its tollovvers, died raving mad. Captain Craw* 
ford, one ot the befl: and bravcif characters in India, 
died in that ttate, of two hours illnefs. Colonel Par- 
ker, Major Fullarton, Captain Alh, ( ..j«ain Showers, 
and about ten fubalterns, happily recovered from dan- 
gerous iJInelfes, occafioned by the 'match. And when 
Colonel Goddard, after the death of Colonel Leflie, 
took charge of the army, although very little pro- 
grefs had been made in the route, he found above a 
tboufand Sepoys in the hofpital. 

June 8. By letters from Colonel Leflie, it is difeo- 
vered,. that the Marratta ftates adjoining to the Jum- 
na, had oppofed the palTing of the army, and conti- 
nued a reflflance through the Bundlccund country ; 
that Moodjjee Boofla, Kajah of Berar, had expreflbd 
an unwillingncfs to admit the detachment near his ca- 
pital, the evident eflFtft of diftruft •, that he difclairacd 
ail political interefts and objeCts for himfetf that he 
refufed to join his troops with the Company’s*, and that 
he recommended, in the ilrongeft terms, an accommo- 
dation with the Marrattas, offering himfelf as a mediator. 
Mr. Francis renewed his motion for the recall of the de- 
cachmenr, on account of the oppofltion and obftruCtion 
it had already received, and the further difficulties it 
would meet with. — The Governor’s reply merits par- 
ticular attention *, he deferibed the route of the army 
with fo minute a direction, and with fo pofuive a fe- 
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curity, through Bondiecund and Bapaul ; he a(rert<^. l^ 
confidently, the invitation and prciling folicications'.^t 
Moodajee Boufla to fend the army through iu& coun> 
try V and declared fo pointedly the political objtds and 
interefts of that prince, that one would forbear even 
doubt the moral pofiibility of the facts alledged. He 
infinuated that the Marratta tribes were not under fub» 
jeftion to the Pailhwa •, in order to imprels an idea of 
their unimportance, as a (late capable of annoying the 
march of the detachment. — Wliatmuft Mr, Haftings’s 
warmeft adherents and advocates now think of . his po^i 
litical judgement and alTeverations, againll proofs lo 
incontrovertible pofitivc, if they pretend to vindicate 
his intentions i 

^ m 

Mr. Francis rejoined, in an able and fpirited minute, 
to all Mr. Haftings’s equivocations, fophillry, and ill- . 
founded aflTeriions. — He obferved. That whether the 
Marrattas, as dilfind tribes, are under immediate fuh* 
jefkion to the Paifhwa or not, was very immaterial, 
when a general alliance, and a common enemy, opc* 
rated on their interefts and mutual fecurity. 

Mr. Haftings fur-rejoined, in terms that muft have 
ftruck the Direftors with aftonilhment, if they attended 
to the expreffions, and their inequivucal tendency, by 
which he declared “ his unalterable determinatien t» pro-‘ 
“ fecute the mea/ure to the utmji of Bs power to the m- 

cUifion" — He faid, “ That the difgrace of ihofe wba 
“ planned the expedition, the irreparable lofs of the credit, of 
“ this government, and a perpetual diftri^ , of all its future 
“ a£ts, eoeclufive ef the forjeiture of the advantages far 
** which it was originally concerted, would be the infaJ^ble . 
“ conjequence ef fopping the expeaition*' .Po notthde 
words mark, in ftrong terms, and diftin.gt^(bed pha* 
rasters, the obftinate and imperious difpolition of the 
man, which is not to be with-held from its purpofes. 
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bjr felf'evidebt confequenccs, or immediate danger ? 
Bttt “ a tbirjl for plunder ^ and an’avidity for poveer^ have 
“ fwr been mtives.cf hoJlHity and injujiicet to avariciius 
** »«»»’* is the fcniiineni of a very lenfiblc, intelligent 
perfon,* one of Haftmg^’s principal agents, in a late 
{Otbiication, “ Of the Hijloiy and Management of the 
Eaji-India Company'' which is peculiarly applicable to 
(be author’s own friend. 

By letters received the nth June, ‘fioni Bombay, 
dated the 2d May, they advife, that they had counter- 
manded the advance of Colonel Lcflic’s detachment, 
until further orders. — That this ftep vas founded on 
the opinion they had formed of the piefent Ibtc of af- 
fairs, and their defire to refeue the Company from the 
heavy expence, and their troops from the dangers and 
difficulties of a march from Bengal to Bombay. 

By letters of the 9th May, received the 21ft June, 
they advife of having rcvcricd the laft-mentioned refo- 
lution, within two days after the meafurc was adopted j 
and that they had ordered Colonel Ledie to proceed. 
But they alTigned no realon for the alteration. 

June 22. Confidering this extraordinary fluftua- 
tion and unfteadinefs in the Council of Bombay, and 
that no motives whatfoever were afligned for it, Mr. 
Francis reprefented to the Board, the hazard and difcrc- 
dit of leaving a detachment at the dilcretion of fuch 
Council} and, on that ground, urged again, but in 
vain».tbe neccffity .uf recalling it. 

June 29. Another letter from Bombay advifed the 
receipt of Inftrudions from the Supreme Council, and 
that, iu <Kinfe<lueace thereof, they had direded Mr. 

Moftyo 
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Moftfn to.4emfntl, from ^!!ie Of Poonah, Itiil' 

(everal mltters ordered by (he Governor-general ad^" 
Council — Thar, conceiving the ptOige of Colonjel 
Leflie's detachment to be attended with aimoft infti- 
perabledangere and difficulties, they recommended, that 
in future, any reinforcement to them might proceed 
direAly from Madras, as the beft and eafielt mode. — 
Thus, it is evident to demonUration, that the fafety of 
the detachment w'as more the eScft of chance than coo- 
duft. 

July 6. The detachment having eroded the Jum- 
na, and proceeded into the heart of a holHIe country, 
from whence its rccall^might be condrued into a dif- 
graceful defeat and retreat, the Governor thought it 
no longer necedary to dirguife his real purixifes { on 
the 6th of July, he dropt the made, by the drft direft 
move towards the objed which he fince appears to have 
had originally at heart, of an alliance with the Rajah of 
Berar, and which will appear to have been, (ndtwith- 
Banding the reafons oftendbly held oOt) the real object; 
of the expedition. The myftcry once unfolded, all 
lurther concealments were either ulelrls or imprafti- 
cabie. — The great difficulty with Mr, Haftings appear^ 
to have been, to find pretenaes for fo extraordinary and 
quefiiunabie a ftep, as that of fending the Company's 
troops out of the provinces, over land jeo the oppofite 
exncniity of India, againft the very letter of repeated , 
and pofitive orders, and to account for the enormous 
ices that mud; attend it. I'o remove thofe dif- 
,ies, no adertions were fpared, no artifice omitted* 
111 no fuphiftry unemployed. That point once car- 
lied, and the army out of the probable reach of bO- 
ing recalled, —new fads are sorted, new prinei|dei 
eltablifhed, and new objeds propofed. — aXhl fame 
army, which originally wu to have reinftated Roga- 
naut-row* and to fupport that intereft alone, is now 

£ defiiiied 
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(clfftinfd id place TMoodajce Boofla at the bwd 
Mirrat^a eltrpire, as well in oppofiiion to Koganaui* 
row as to hisadverfariesi and the Company to jom 
with that prince in invading the dominions ot their 
own ally, the Niz^m of the Peccan, And yet Mr, 
Hattings, in the month of December following, de- 
dated, 'that this Moodaiec Boofla, who was then dan- 
Cfroully ill, and expededto die, and who was to have 
been exalted to the Marraita Imperial inrone, was not 
the real Rajah of Bcrar, nor the pretender to the Ram- 
raiah-ftiip. butthcNaib, or Deputy Ra]ah ot Bcrar, 
during the minority of the real prince.. In coniequence 
Ot this change in the defttnation of ■ expeduion, Co- 
lonel Liflie was ordered to take _hi> route th^gh 1^' 
rat, inflead of puriuii.g ihe dired caly road through 
Malva : and, tor the firft time, Mad.ijec Scindia, the 
chief of that diftt ift, was declared by 
have had no frientlly intcrcoutfe or con nedion with the 
Dimpany. and that he was always repretented as a 
pai tizan with Nana furnefe,- againft them, and in ta- 
your of the French. 

Tilly 7. Advice arrived from Mr. Baldwin, the 
Company’s agent at Cairo, on the 7 tMuly, which 
however, proved prematory, that war had been declared 
between France and Britain.— Mr. Francis recurre to 
his original motion, and urged the necelhty, in conic- 
Quence of that eveni, of recalling the detachment for- 
3ie defence and proieftion of the Company s principal 
bbieft. The Governor and Mr. Barwcll pei filled as 
br’fote, and ordered it to halt in Berar v while the Fre. 
fideocyof Bombay were, by ordcr^t ihclc very per- 
fons 4o coinpofe the majoritVj dedanng war, and 

' romipitiing hoftirtties, on the, faith of receiving affift- 

’ Since lAi^ this very dciachtnent, whicb, for that foie 
purpdie, ejiirjtl^, waa put un^r abfoluic au- 

' ' ' ■ ■ ' ’ July 
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rices ffoOi Cairo, tt was eac^)eded that the defentrfHw 
the Company's poSenlons would occupy the di;liberi.<( 
tions of the Supreme Council to iccure their dominioit 
and trade againft French invjfions, Mr. Hallmgs pro^ 
duced a laboured hiftory of the Ram rajah, the confti* 
tiition of the Marracta empire, and fume reoiote pre- 
teofions of Moodajee Booflji by confanguinicy, to the 
Marratta fovereignty. And concluded with a propo* 
fal to enter into a treaty with Moodajee Boolli, who 
(he alledged) was at perpetual and inveterate vtarfari 
with the Regency of Poonah, and with the Soubah of 
the Deccan, wkh whom the Company were yet . id 
terms of friendjibip. by alliance and folemn treaties. 
And that a Company’ff fervant Ihould be immediately 
difpatched to him, with plempotentiary powers to that 
purpofe. 

A fyftem of policy fo contrary to comrhoit fenfea 
common juflice, and common faith, is difficult to be 
j!i;ihed. If the Marrattas with a French alliance, were 
■r knowledgcd by Mr. Mailings, “ ta be capable of refu- 
j'in^ aquiefcence tof* and “ ebfiruSlif^ upon an equality of 
f>iwer^ the Britip views iuHindeJlany* what muft the lamd 
power, in conjunction with theSoubah< who is the rich* 
cit prince in India, and the probable junction of the Sou> 
bah’s molt particular friend and inft^arable ally Hydcr» 
Aili-Cawn, produce to the Company's diladvantage, to-' 
ward the total fubverfion of the Britilh empire in Alia ? 
Muft not fuebmeafures render the Marrattas, not ool/ 
irreconcileable and inv^erate, but deij^rate i Would 
not the unbn cf thefe three powerful ftates, eaftiy over- 
runr the Carnatic, and reftore to the Spubah the 
northern Circars, which the Company now enjoy f 
And after the reduction of all the Company’s forts and 
garrifems on each fide of the peninfula, wouM not that 
United povryr confine the remaining tflSuenct; of the 

fi a Gompany* 
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♦ 

CnHJUjpaoy tO vJhe provincM, and psrhaw render - 

/im mfetmt f Such an event, conftdermg ihe‘{hack)e» 
Company have impolitically held upon their 
aUji,ea:|ri the interior countries, and the pinioned princes 
of, j{he Carnatic, would, without a deviation from good 
and honour, rejoice their hearts, in the profpedl 
wfich a native I'uperiority would oSer to their emanci* 
paiion and enfrancbifement. 

July to. Mr. Francis and Mr. Whele’r, on the loth 
July, argued againft the propofals of Mr. Haftings on 
the preceding day, and .urged the ner-fliiy of putting 
Bengal in a iW of defence, recalling detachment, 
and lending a reinforcement from Madras to Bombay, 
to on a dtfexfm plan, 

<July 1 1. The next day, the fubjeft was revived and 
canva^ed, with a motion for recalling the detachment. 
Mr. Whelcr delired time to confidcr the nature and ex- 
tent of the intended treaty, before be pofuivcly deter- 
mined i in which he was joined by Mr. Francis. The 
majority refolved on a treaty, and that Mr. Elliot be 
appointed to ncguciatcit. The plan wasnot produced. 

^ July 1 8. Mr. Haftings having prepared powers and 
iafeudions for Mr. Elliot's cmbalfy to Berar, produced 
them at the Board the i8th July, and were voted by 
himfelf nnd Mr. Barwell agaiiift a ftreouous oppofttion 

Mr. Francis and Mr. Vvheler. * It Appeared Opon 
thefe documen.tS|^. that the treaty w«s to extend gene- 
ral^,' to offence ind defence i thtut Rogannut-row was 
to ^e fet afidci that Meodajee Boofta waa.50 be placed 
at tW bead of the Marrtuu enmim» and to be fupported 
iif his.pretenAoiu againft .the Company’s ally,' the Sou' 

* Mr. yi’MePs imiHne tsAant:, .fadtod^- lad finfiMe, agaiaft 
'die treuy and the cxpeKtidn. 
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bah of the.Deccan. This pUn of new, hoftUe, 
rcflfive oj^rationS) which inftantiy tended to 
ail India, was propofed and urged b/ Mr, Haftings, 
the beginning ol a French war, and at a tinae that alt 
India beheld the Company’s growing power and utlirpii« 
nons with fearful, jealous eyes, without any airutling 
and direft meafure taken or propofed, for the cfieflusl 
fecuruy of Brngal, or any other of the Company’s pof- 
fcilions t During all this tinae, the detschmrnt haired 
at Chatterpore, a few days inarch from the Jfumnat 
It appealed from Col. Leflie’s letters, that Mr. flaft* 
iiigs mud have, been perfcitly acquainted with all th« 
tranfadions of the amiy i particulafly in his letter of 
^otli June, where, he fays, “ fbAt be wiO critha'h obr 
“ firje (he (iovernot's private inftruiims, in ceimunuat- 
“ Koub him, one pojl before be does with the Board i in 
*' ouier that be mey have time to ohferve upon r/, kfore U 
'‘utheitbe Boards &c.” Yet at the B)aid, the Go- 
vernor coiiftintly defended him, and recommended Yu 
the Board to approve Colonel Leflie’s violent and hof- 
t K* actic'c upon t!,e town and fortrefs ol M )w, under 
the pitti’don of the Marrattas, although ihe Gover*' 
jior LOtild not but be acquainted with the true m /lives 
of that barbarous depredatory meafui-e. 

Augull ty. A letter from Bombay, dated a^th July, 
was received in Calcutta the lych Aug» faying, “ ‘iW 
*• tb^ bed deelered the treaty -of Peonah violated, and 
“ no lot^er bindtug as the Company 5 that they bai 
“ determhud to setept the’ offers of Meraba and etbett ' 
Cbufst teha had d^Uered is favour of lisganauto 

“msts 

' i 

f To &ve anesiaiiftt as and to gloT* over Me 

fuK«, Mr. Haiuogs pn^e4 fever^l uoavatJiog'aiKl iaefe£lti4 
inodes prepkratoiv to dmncei while, at the fame time, hecoa- 
(lived at dnmantling the grand aifenid of the adual- arms. A ntr- 
raim t^tranA&ioae ia the ^ordnaoce dapartnent tffmt A 
fapport of this allegauoii 
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** row ; lati steerdit^fy had determntd /o. aceempa$^ 
him with an ariaj to Poemh, tbt begimig of Stp-^ 
** Moffcr.** Notwithftandmg Mr. Haftingj’s projefted 
treaty with Moodajee Boufla. he warmly approved the 
plan for reinftating Roganaut-row j yet he reprefsnted 
BOganaut row’s caufe as defperate, and the meafures of 
the Prefldcncy of Bombay, “ at tqutvalent to a refo^ 
** ktion to do nothing" llte meaning of which i'i, 
that he fupported meafures which he knew would not 
take efieA. But, probably, he trufled that they might 
fave bit projeffed detachment, at the hazard of the 
Bombay army, Bombay itfelf, and r’l the Comoany's 
fadones on that fide of I ndia. By )> .Krs from Colonel 
JLeiiie it appeared, that the gentlemen o.‘ Bombay had 
direfted him to proceed in a dircdl; coutfe to Poonah, 
of the route through Guzzerat to Uaroach, or 
Surat, as had been pre>detcrmined. 


laWSkW, on the 31ft Augufi, fome refleilifions hav. 
ing been made by Mr. Francu on Colonel LeflieN ex- 
traordinary delay at Chatterpore, the Board agreed with 
him, that the caules defcrved to be enquired into. 


And on the ad September, in the courfe of a warm 
debate on the ftay of the detachment at Chatterpore, 
Mr. Haftings uniformly defended and fupported Co- 
lonel Lillie, and with much apparent confidence in his 
conduA, referred to the event to juftify it. It after- 
wards appeared from the letters of Colonel Led e, that 
all defenoes were fallacious and deceitful. In a 
letter dated at Chatterpore, the goth July, Colonel 
Ledie tells Mr. Hafiings, bluntly, ** that he had the 
** GtwmePs own frivate and fuhlie apfrohatton of aU the 
** mtnJnrtSt wUeb be bad fatco totOtmei and enttrated 
hitter^" He added, “ that be hopes for the Govemfs 
om rtptuationy that be hdtms tbt affertinu of ignorance^ 
** trefoa^tion^ and r^aeityt mpatedtobtin(tbe Coiond) 
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“ inCaptdn Palmr't leltift to k trtu, for tht follotniiig 
“ lim in the fame tetter frm Ce^. Pahtr to Copt, (ke^ 
“ reUt fay. That my di/graee is determined m, either iytht 
rK^l of the detathment, or kng jkperee^ in the eanh' 
mand *, and that the ^orts of friitd^ alone, not 4 
“ poffiiility of my bea^ moeent of theft eh^et, protraSt 
the meafure, and fufpends yonr refmtion. This quo* 
tation from Captain Palmet^s letter tnuft have been 
very early in July, or the latter end of June. It na- 
nifeftly proves, .that the moft (acred truftt were fkcri- 
heed to private views, and private friendihips, as the 
declarations by the Governor's moft confidential (here* 
Ury, muft have bad bh authority. * 

From the tiA September to the 5 th Odober, M 
maietiai advices from ‘Colonel Leflie had cranfpired. 
He had altered the pofidon of his camp, but wtthmx 
any apparent intention to purfoe the march. The hot* 
tility committed by him in the>province of Bundl^ 
cund {the Country of Diamonds) being as reprehenfible 
as the delay, and other Circumftances, Mr. Feantfis 
urged again, that his conduA (hould be enquired into 1 
but at the particular requeft of Mr. Haftings, to 
it, that ioBuence predominated. Having received ac* 
counts ot the death of Mr. Elliot, in hit way to nego* 
ctate the treaty with the Rajah of Berar, Mr. Haftings 
moved in council, that the commiffion be oontinura, 
and another perlbn appointed to carry it htto execo* 
tion. 

It is a juftiee due yo fuperior merit; to d^refs in 
this place, in order to lament the too early (ate t^ 0 be 
of the moft promifingcharaders, and elevated gentus^ 
which dignify humanity ; and to fympathixe hiy 
relations and acquaininnces } for all who knew Imirwere 
bia friendft at well as ftrar^ni, to whoin,i!epeitmsly 
yielded an opportunity of admiring his tirtues and'ew 

pacity 
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pacity^ for the death of Alexander Elliot, Efq. • He 
f<^U ft martyr to patnotiTm, and Sdelity lo Mi employi 
«ra.^A0f£led with a dilorder prculwr. to the Eait, 
tyht^h originates in ImHous obilruftiona, and in the core 
fet|vket too copious an application of mercury t his* 
(as he thought) prevailed over rcafon* in uiKier^' 
taking a long and harrafling journey, in the deluged' 
iealflfl, without the poGihilicy of accommodations 
ed to his date. After leaving the Company's territO'- 
ties, he dilcovpred that Governor. Cheyatier, who had 
lecredy efcaped from Chaodrniagow, was purlutn^the 
fame route, before him. Knowing the ambitious de> 
ligns of that man, and the accurate knowledge be had* 
acquired in the politics of India, the fuggeltioos in- 
ftigatvd Mr. Elliot to endeavour, .at al* events, iofei7.e 
hia perfon, dreading that his liberty and arrival in' 
Efapee might.be attended with the worft conlcqucnces 
to the Company’s adairs, and the views of Britain, in 
Indie* He moved cm by forced aed fatiguing jour^' 
qey^, ftill tracing and approaching Mr. Chevalier.»« 
tJirfbitunatclv, when he bad the chace in view, one of 
the Jaige fivers of Catac, pbftru&ed his progrefs, by 
a fudden overflow of its waurs. Zeal and refolution ac.* 
tuaied him, regardlefs of the (bate of his body, and 
the mediunes which be bad ufed, and the exertion of 
diength and a£bivity which the ftemming of a ra> 
pid Aream required, he undertook and iucceeded, in 
fwimmiolll Qvex the river, with a few of his attendants 
and fepjoys.—lIe found Mr Chevalier at the metropolis 
of Catac i and although ofeorted only by a rompany of 
(epoys, he claimed the perfon of ’ Govtfiior Chevalier 
irom);the Rsyah, with fuch Icnfible and manly argtp 
ineots in fupport thereof, that the Rajah yielded to Mr. 
Elliot’s eloqucode^ as fuperuic to that of tvle. Chevalier, 
Mdi fill i.endered him up. As Mr» KUiot had but a 

fmaU 


' Son to the kte Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
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efcAi, 4n<I tlie long<^ and moft daog^htni |ijt 
of his j^rn^ yet to encounter, he could not, wUhim 
iacriBcing the objeft of hli conuni^wny return a guard 
to conduA Mr. Chevalier and bis cooij^tdon Mr. Moa 
neron to Calcutta t therefore he eiga^ dMur pirdtt 
in writing, to furrender tbeoilelvea as pdfonera if wtf 
within a limitted time, to the Gov(^r<«neral. 

Mr. Chevalier and Mr. Moneron performed their ei« 
gagenwntt t Me. Elliot purfued oia roote fbr teTai^ 
and died a ^ dayi thereafter. Thus, hyasetettkA 
worthy of Mr. Elliot, did he loft hia own life, the Cdny* 
piny a tnoft able and faithful ftrvant, and his hoiddtrf 
a loyal (ubjeft.* And Mr, HaftfAgt, wim c4>pofttf 
fentimenu, aceommoda^ hil friend Mr. Chevahtf^ 
with a fafe and fpeedy paifa« to Verfailles. A modi 
of conveyance iraich Mr. Chevalier could not have at- 
chieved in thrice the time, if at all, had he been fuft 
foed to wander through the interior India n dif* 
guife. 

On the 7 th Odober, Mr. Haftings withdrew iMl 
motion for continuing the commiflion, and iendtn| 
another perfon to execute it t but be perftfted, notwHh* 
ftanding, in forming the alliance with Moodajee Boo^ 
la. Although be bad difeovered, and, in conieouend! 
thereof, declared, “ tbat it w(U tUen^s mrt 

pm it mit ftr fiHcimrntt than t« mke admuet" 

The new inftredions tm propofed for the 
of the deeachmeOt, will be foutki to deferve particiiiaf 
attention. * The tendency of them was, that the de- 
tachment ibouid be left tender thl orders of the Preft- ' 
dency of Bombay, for the exprefi pufpofes of ftp- 
porting M| plifi or deftgn for ^ reftoratidn of Bo- 
gaMttMosv Md to pro^ for the umttcdide ftfet/ 
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of Boqabay, iMinft a French inva&on. CJgon ihii oc-> 
(pafihrt) Mr« Halhngf, lor the firft tinae* avoVed adif- 
tmft of Coioael JLeflie, with an indired proldffion of 
inlnteAtiofl (o remove him. 

♦ 

October la. However important the fubjed, con* 
fidenng the charge and power with which Colonel Cei* 
tie was intruftcd, no refolution was taken to remove 
him from the command, until the uch OAober.*— 
Mr. Haftmgs upon that occafion, informed the Boar^, 
** ^at it bad been the wU ef God to hlofi hit dr^pt by 
** nms iohieb no human prudence conld have forefeen, and 
** e^m^ which he bad thertfert prmded m refmee.'* 
Yet he affirmed, ^ That tbeefeSs of the detachment mU 
** ftfU'on/wnr his meji /anguine hopts, aid that the rna/m 
** U/df is as ttdvifeable new, end n r| /o, than when it 
« was adopted.” Mr. Francis, 'with his wonted 
«eal, by a moft able minute, urged againft mealing, 
diitdUy or indiredliy, in the differences and pretenllons 
of the Mairatta chiefs and mtniilers amongft them* 
ftlvcs. * “ He briefly recapitulated his continued and 
invariable oppofltion to a caufe, and meafures, fo in* 
confiftent with found policy, and the real ioterefts and 
fecurity of the Company’s ^flfeffiuBs and trade, through 
‘ every 

♦ TKfejCompany's pofitKe injunfilons in the general letter to 
Mndmi dated 27th nyo, agunlloifbitfive and officious alb- 
anees* are peculurly adapted 10 the lentiments exprefled by Mr. 
FranuSi via. •* Iwbdt ml) hu 10 u ttyoU, m mu€b 

niT hyty hfs, fames m iiffat0 hetwea the fanvert 

** tsittUb ; 4uult0 fay the mfi JhoB ^tedsena ta Oar erdersf fir 
** ienpttn^ ear ^pyms fa ear f/r^m psfftffimx theftaet rrai J0- 
** ,cirr*/v ^ nabtei m th umejt /eeft rf m wjbes^ as wii 
** n^cejauly Uadta admamt the emmet etid emd amal tnftreJU tffit 
** Canfffsny •* 

^ Mr.Haftinga waiAcood in Gooncil at Mndraa, npoti the 18th 
A{Mi 1 « 177 1| when this letter wu qnoted'in dear and fatiM^rp 
jui ihciiaon of the ienumencs and conduft of that Board, and, for 
^ha( purpoic^ entered upon thtir proceedings. 
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everf fucceflive 'ft^ge thereof. He ftated the.iSiS^ 
F^piotmcne f«ilure in the (Hrethoded lUppcMrtof 
gapwc.re# hnd his p«rt»ans, their difperiion» and the 
iropriibninent of Vt$ prihcipd adheienti in Poonah.-*^ 
That, by advice from Colootn Leflie, the deracbment, 
in jR>ur months, had only •marched ito miles, at the 
cYpence of la larks of rupees, lacks per months 
thot they were oppofed by a numerous body of Mar- 
rattas and natives. 1 and that they had yet above a thoon 
land mdes to mancb over.** Mr. Francis then defited {n* 
forntation onfeveralinteretling points—How money was 
to be fupplied ?— how provlhons were to be conveyed^ 
—what probablKty^there was, that the Rajah of jBeraf 
would receive and entertain them as friends and olHfStVt 
give them a paf&ge through his country ? or even, ad<, 
mitting thefe fiifts to be relol veJ favourably, “ Whether 
Mr. Ballings believes confidently, that if the army 
meet with no interruption in its march, it will get to 
Bombay, in time to aSbrd relief to that place, if it dull 
be attacked, or that an attack bad been preconcerted by 
the allied forces of the French and the Marrattas 


It is a truth well known, that it is with violence to 
themfeivrs, and dilHcuIcy to thnr officers, that fea* 
poys will embark upon the fea, if at all. If the army 
had marched, as was originally inrended, to BarpMO 
or Surat, which are in the Guzzerat country, their dif*' 
tance from Bombay would not only be very but 
more difficult, by reafon of almoll inacceffible defiltt 
and palTrs between hills, and the entire ijpace inhabited 
by a numerous martial people, in that draree that th^ 
could not yidd more fpeedy fuccours to Bofflbay» than 
if they weit cantoned m the Bengal provinces. 


O^ober 19. Oatterporr, which is the capital j^f 
Bundleeund, is finiate near the wefiem confine of that 
province. Its <Mance from Calcutta may be computed 
at twenty ^ys ordinary journey for a native courier. 

F a Here 
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jl^ere had long lain. pol. LeOie’s Uft 

latter lala nefipre the Bo^d the Mth 0^ 
wlMaieln he ftated the capfe« wbijch fe^ide^ hil 
maiyih, |ad accounts for lus not having being heM||ft» 
explicit in his communication to the 
faykg, ** That ht had ^ 

** fpecial defirct a ^ticiuar journal of ofcmtu^ 
iiM and iher (fort bad tn^taio kirn for fu$h luplaaatlaa^ of 
** ih( Board mgbt difire to hum** The Colonel eapreflfed 
fio apprehenfion of Mr* Ha^nga's reiehtmcnt, of vfi any 
p0edU It could pMttce s btit* on pontrary, leti 
him at open deHanee in pliun terms, and refu|rd to |told 
|)rivaae pofreTpondeficp with him any l9PB^* 

OAober aa* The Governor b .i|g repeiyed 
ntation of the death of Colonel* LeQiellCbatterpore) on 
^ |d OftobcT| laid that information, and toe Colo- 
.^1*1 private letters, before the Board, on the a^*, 
Mthpugh the event had been known in the na^c gr- 
^ pa of Calcutta, and therefore to the GovernoTi ipoft 
^ ^ farcmably, levera) days before \ and it is a general con* 
**jmore, that the impolllbility of hjs recovery was e&c* 
, lually eftabltlfaed as an inevitable confequence, in the 
Governor’s mind, at the time he confented to his dit* 
teUBon from the command of the army, qn the lath 
l^paober. 


KoOOmber a. Colonel Goddard, as fecond, having 
Ibqaecdcd' to the chief command of the detachment, 
\ lb 4cath of Colonel Ledie, he adviled that hr 


. *01^ tbt| poder tbefe incoqveaiaRcei, he had, notvith- 
prob^de^ 00 mijrch So^. 


On 


1^1 

On dNe mh HbvcntlMv, tiie GniMnor {mac^tiv 
)UM(ittcat|^ ht ^ dmiiduMMt witbta^ll^ 

bviitidtttf^ to mgpoftt, tl|d c«|At«l of Bew.f»»B • 
it wu HOC isteatied mm the annf B»li halt in dkit 
eoiiBry, the (Acafum vaa ahifitrdt becaofit if the 
tttehffieBt VM to (n«di vUlioiit interruption to Boffl* 
it wotdd be attitred there be&tt remittances from 
Cncutta could reach Berar. The orofM^itm cxpreflbl 
iti uomediate want of mtmey, ana m reedve it in two 
Niooths from thia date^ at a plaee coofiderably more 
than a tboufand miles from the piece of deftinalaoii* 
One wouki aimoft fupptdb, titat tlm propoiition aimidii 
detiberate purppfea to wafte the C6aipany*a treamr% 
in the fame manner as the ongioai expemtioa feecMd 
cakabted to coafueoe thdr army. ' 


Noremfaerd. A private letter from Colooei CoA. 
dard, of the aad Omber« with others from Moodtjbo 
Bootta and his miniflera, to the Governor, were Hid 
befora the Board. The Governor propofed toimiiHr 
the negotiation with Moodajee Boofla, on the piiMl* 
pies of Mr. Elliotts infhafhons } although k wet b«it 
upon the yth of laft month, that be had dedared* ** 

** miM bt mm edwmt^ttus te wait fir 
** to make adamces.** And be propofed, that Oi&iA 
Goddard have charge of the negociattoo, wfdi ^ 
powers to conclude. 


Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler <»pi^ the lootieik 
but It was carried againft them.»^Th^ then d^efM 
to the private corre^itmdence carried on betwdeaihe 
Governor and the commanding Afters of tile Com* 
paity'-stmopt, thus detached one Oif the province#, wMl* 
out any fixed de^nitimi, or pjrinc^k 0^ af9ko,-V1^ 
private mode of conffeoodence, fb uatrerfatiy eiwted 
•od praftifed by Mr. Hafbi^ with thecoesmaiiij^ 
fdfieer^tbBi(|eiB|clui^ oc^tcobeingtit^ioob* 
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left of eonlkkration, as it ctrtamlf was of rul|>ic>on< 
n^inbers dbliawed juf 

,**; fW it was very ai^h and di^e0ng. I» 
^iiendkrs^ cf jeHntilf Wio M/approve tf Jntb a ftHw 
txprtfs thdr :iMftfprebaHm ef itf ks fira^ 
do net tn^ ferjoadt dtfinfi of tbeif Pn^kni- 
^0here was no la^gm^e (he faid) in which ' a ' Utat' 
YWant of eonfdeitce in bis perjenal beneur and vita^ 
^ city can he convyed, without a dtreit affront to . him.** 
Mt* Franc»« in his minute ul this day, obfefted 
to the continuance of this xertefpoodence, in the 
moft guarded and hioderate terms, and inore with a 
yww to exculpate hitnfeif, than from hope of io- 
ftueneing Mr. Haftings’s conduft.n-The prsftice is io 
evidently wrong, and fo capable pf i^ng dangerous, 
end alloopen to many obvious hi coniequences, that it 
i^leedsiRO illuRration.<<r*By the private letters which Mr. 
lijMings produced on the zed Oftober, ^whiclimajr 
liiye h^n ielefted, as his private letters to Oionet 
<laiBie<«ere not laid before the Board) it appeared that 
j^poB^lTed material information' in many inftances, 
pir]d(Ar<»%ht to have had difoft and immediate com- 
tnaunh^etion to the Governor-general and Council. The 
3C«h duly in particuli^, efbbliihes two very 
fjliUe^iog fafts. I ft, That, whereas Mr. Francis ap- 
on the'face of the confuitations,, to obferve Colo- 
nel Iieftie*s conduft with attention,, ahd'to cenfure ^t 
with 'Icnm degree of ftverity, while Mr. Haftings con. 
fointiy fopported and defended him ; it is oevcrthelefs 
jtnje^ thatatleaftfoearlyastbeendofjune, Mr. Haft- 
■ mi^ have thought inftnne]y wor& of Colonel Lef- 
Jie'icontluft, thaneven Mr. Francis, /who had no light 
to|^}de him, but the public letters, ajdly. That where- 
as-hir. Haftings, dbout the endiof |une,..if potlboner, 
fouft; have conceived the very worft optoioni po&ble of 
j(^oncl:L«flie« vhe looh no ftpp to-retnoiheliiiiUtoin idle 
edmuifid^llthti^th Alt^tdbiM. 

:? Kty» 
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iim.beim<iboraughty affitrod that there was ne^ofllt 
mny o£ m recovery, if hit inteUigtoce did not amodit 
to a certainty that he was then dead.* So that| in ‘hlft 
own principles, be muft have left the conduA of thhr 
moft important interprize in the bands of a man, whom 
be does not fcropli to accofe of prt/mtpttut^ 

A motion wai fenc in crrcoletion by the Governmv 
on the 23d No^mber, to revoke the power delegmeit 
on the 15th O^ber, to the Prefidency of Bomtiay, of 
commanding the march and route of the detachmeacif 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Wbelcr protefted againft it, of 
not only inconfiQlent^with all the principles hirherttf 
avowed, and with the oftenlible objeft» heretofore prok/ 
pofed to be accoi^lilhed by the expedition, but as noc 
correfponding wkb, or »pable of being joiliSed, bf 
the ^ons alBgned for it. Let the dtie&ion of thiv 
nmtion, and the rea^u in iupport of it, be compmoi 
with the language held by Mr. Haftings, on the izch* 
Offober laft, when hi vimently ceofured the Prelidenef 
of Bombay, for not pulhing matters to extremity agatim 
the Marratta regeoey in favour of K<)ganaut>rW,>'iiitf 
how much pains he took to fix refponfibiiUy upon them 
for paft and future mifcarriages in the oporadom of 
the detachment : He laid, Tiny have mm TatUng* 

** Tb^ hwt Mtnpted notbti^. They bavi mtber aoaii- 

* ** d , 

* ’ndi cucunflanee will adwic a (iweK fuffiiurn, aadimplya 
dangeroui ooiuumse. It fttvnfljrimpliei u eMfidenteof CoUw’ . 
nelXe^e’t death, be^e t|i« acu>uht$ of llu diljnilBan fiwD jiut 
commimd could mck Chat^ore. A vioieqt mu, inptefedvm 
refenunCBt, and wounded by hu di%race, would be too apt to 
biab dangmuM tndui. And dwte flifpirioil^Bre heighten^ by dto 
menace and deduce which am pmuy plaialy eooehed in bit 1ai» 

ftraaitt 
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ti Wr t9 fht00ot$ <f 

** eva^, fhef hm w ttAruHent ger ikcU~ 
** ludiMi t9 fink fir m. in fbvrft ret m tdMtndewd 
^ tbemf ifitr all that we havt dm fat thdr n» 
** Aif."— And die indigi^ttmn A#ith whitdi he pwend- 

on the fajm day ya reient a fbfpicion exprefled by 
Mr. Francis, that the detachment was really never meant 
to proceed to Bombay ; which Mr. Eiaftings r^ed to, 
in theft lofty words : '** (f then are men in m^nd fi 
** dtvnid tf etmmen as to jkppofi it 'ptffiik for 
** m whau formti a fla» pref^ fat the afi 

** f^anet of Regasmt’rtw^ but rttS^ mmt as a cow 
** far (dher dtj^^ kt them. Who vif they he^ or in 
** mdimttvtr relation they any flani ta.tbis government, 
** jkeb ipimm mU ^ me no kind of toneern'* If 
theft ei^flions were not meant as a maik upon trea^ 
ehery of the deepeft fliade, they arofe from a cono 
iidodheft of guilt, Mid premeditated abufe, whtdi 
thMeftre nothing but the moft infuMo^ effrontery could 
hnre Indeed, they are only a/pecTinea of his uni- 
liMtt eondudl fince the d«uft‘eif 9r John Ciaveriog. 


ify a letter received die 30th Nbvember from Mr, 
licwis, the adting refident at Poomdi, dated the aydi 
iPftiobMv the ibllowii^ htformition is conveyed; 
** A orders from Governor Hirnhy, I have feat amy aU 
** mfififs who came with Mr. Mtflyn, and an in 
**■ eepeBatim of being retaUed myfdfi at the Go- 
** teHWf mntes me, that the Secret Committee ham do* 
** 40fmM an offing e^ah^ tHt g om ro ln ent /* Thusr 
ia tirttie of the d^tionary pofweft, and the yvf- 
liift and pofidve inftnaftlons actetftpifRyutg it* which 
Were ftnt tb difc Iheffdency eS l^mbay on t^ iKth 
Match, aemdam to ffut re d UH t n of Afr. Pranek, iahU 
KsinifctmtMMattkftoftheimroftaoi^ tbMlPre> 
tdawydechiodwdr d<tftitia% 

Froift 
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FitW) (||e t5th November (0 tho I rft Deeftflf^lIlK 
Board received but ooe letter Cobnei < 3 od(iM^ 
dated the 5 th November, by which it only appear^ llliii 
he Wat engaged in hoftilitleswith Falagee Pundllh wh* 
hairaii^ his match with jooo Mairatta htttfet On 
the lame day, Mr. Haftings produced a kttir 

ol »he i6th November, from udonfcl Goddmd to <W»« 
ft . The detachment was then at Beeifea, ts 
•>r 50 nules from the Narbodds} his march Bdl inter* 
'nted, and huduppllescutoifby PatageePur^ f{# 
s, that be had received friendly letters from ilooda* 
Bnoda, but that iiwas plain he would rather btUf 
. ^reement was dtiterd into for his fecunty, before diOA 
aimy marched into his territory. An evident mark^d^ 
diftruft. . 

On the fame*day, Mr. Haftings produced the copyl 
if a letter from Moodiyee Boofta to Colonel Goddard* v 
Jated the 23d Novem^t which had been tforwardla 
Uireft from Nagpore to Calcutta. He lays bafom 
lonel Goddard, m the ftrdfligeft colours. adetaftof'thO* 
preparations making by the Poonah Government, tO 
oppofe his march, and of the dangers and difficiH^ 
which he mufteapeftto meet with.* He dec!ioesjoih», 
mg him with a body of hii troops; obierving tj^l k 
would produce no good efted, but would Kihovc tht 
veil from the bufinefs, and leave their dt^oeapofed 1 
that it would deftroy the dtendfliip eftablthed fameen 
him and the Paiftiwa, and the Nizun*i)il-Mo)uck, Sou*, 
bah of the Deccan, and ejepofe his dominions to tha^ 
vages of the armies of the Deccan and ^ePaifhwa* %' 
Bcrar and at the Gants': Finally, he Idviies CojOfm^ 
Goddard to write all thefe parpculari to Calcutta* 

G, .fait 
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thence, and until tfeir jfrivif. to 
ll^tinue on the binks of the Ntrbudda. In'the meaS 
fime, he recommends to Oloflel Goddard to trrhe ao 
imicalilr letter to the Pailhwa, to defire a fafe oaflagd 
tar^h his dominions to Bombay, trith affurances that 
<llt march of the detachment had no other objeft than 
toftrengtben the place agaioft the deCgns of theFrench. 
^tcr this explicit explanation, by the Rajah of Beraf. 
IS jt qiKRionahle, whether Mr. Halhingi did not, in 
ftye^ wage of thji dufinefs, urge and ftitaolate the peo- 
ple mlinjibay, to lorcc op a Marratta war at all events, 
90d m undertake the wild and ralh expedition from 
thenc^ to PoOngh, let the event b- yver fo fatal for 
the eiprefs purpole of drawing th titin force and at- 
tention of the Marrattas to that objeft only, and by 
tknJTieans to fecure the march of his own prqjeAcd 
detachment in fatety, and without fpolcftation. An 
^fri4 which the defeat, of the Bombay army, and the 
fod^oD of Pondicherry and Mahe, 4u8lly produced. 
This allegation involves a heavy charge. In the defeat 
pf the Bombay army, the diigracetol condition to which 
they were reduced, and m the violation of public faith 
the Company and t|ic Britilb nation have fubljjitted to 
an indelible Bain on their fame, in ^Very honourable 
|jenfe, which time will, with difficulty, by fcaredy able 
^pyilW* ' ' ' 

' ' After 


f ^ «>»«iwd of Eariilh 

faith, as the luft and aoucabie difyniwa of the Poonah Qovm 
meot, ao'aMraft from wo Iwtert, written by the Pailhwa to Go-' 

C noi Haftingt, received in Calcutta on the yth and nth Decern. 

currmt, referred to in the Appendix, A. No. 4, and t, wiU ap. 
piyaliofintlusphccainotaie \ V f 

\ T itr- r t J-STTBR. 

‘‘I all God to wtnefi, that, ontofiegwdtotheiiittdftfe^ 

t f T* ^ **!* Chief., 

It ^ Pranch Envoy, withont eegoaatoj,' or even conwuffni with 

hito. 
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Hoofla to Cobule) Goddard* Mr. Hailmga 
the^ard, that Moodajte Boofla* i»otwicliftandmg atl 
Ilia totmer ai&ruoiis^ and detlaracioda in Ms oraife and 

favour^ 

hint ^ 1 have heatd, that fojnie ofyoUt p^ple (Cb!6i»et 
have hoftiliplf poflh^d theml^ves m dm fort of 
** #hkh belongs ta tma government, i'his meafa|;e ia vidi^y 
** ihoved ftiom the nuhh of the folrnin tjfea^ exieciited 
** li(h. When the Governor of Bombay. «i fbrmor |nit 0% 
** the dtafltof fiiendihip. i^r the pprj^s of dec^ and aiila^lti^^ 
** enemy of this ^einment. legar^ngyea. Stf, as feperior 11^ 
** all the other chiefs. 1 made peace and friendfltip with mt 
** thefe are the fruli^.produced by tbk friehdihip ** , 

** You write, that the malAtasning of friendlbip and ftrlA unioa 
•* between our llates. is yodr lefolve. fa it. in effedl. filr thjs pre^' 
fervaticn of frieni^ip. that yovf trotilble the doininioiHi of 
<< government? — Such a mode of c^dod isiinconiUtent with tW 
** maxims and ufages of high a#d illumious Chiefs. It is mtftuali^ 
** incumbent on u^. to pr^enif inviolate the terms of th*trw^<t 
** Should any deviation arim thefek. the/ w the efedsof the wul 
and difpeinfacion of God/’ 

SECOND, letter:. , 

It is uttiverully allowed, that there is nothing in die wothl 
more excellent than friendlbip and harmony, which hre UdKm' 
to mankind iti ^nerah The maintenance of dvefy trticl^^t& 
treaty. U equals iitcumbent on both parties* It is nOl^itmlatad 
in any article or , the treaty, that cither party mxy^lbna forcqi 
through the domthions if the other, without confwi^ him he* 
fore )^d ; and caufe troqble and dhtrefs tolihe heople.^ 
what role of fHi^ndihipcaft be dttributed theftaiioninggarrUbnr 
in the country of the other pan/f » What. has h^ani^il -ilk 
•* th^n agreeable faith lo^proof of ibis ^ 

** jit obferved. that Colonel LeflU has kept with him RjOganaodi^ 
fowl’s vakeel, and. in conjondton with hi^ eoUeds money ftmi 
the dominions of this government, by intimidadijtg its fafcjeiSbl. 
** This beingtiie tik, what becomes or yodr bOfeiOft* 

Qted?”-^ After recapittrlasu^ maOy abufei and circnmtaiciei; 
s^itb juft feproachdis on tlie momr of« adgllniftefintf tkp (J^yemy'l 
goverottont in Cakutto and Bombiy. he coticltuks 
** h ikit hfi 

•* pvt kilt hfirUnfj^. xUs ^tfl Arw esmwWiif fntfifmjktu 

Htf 


/ 
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h y»iuk of 9er«ti| hmpifff Ae 

or doriftg » miporityi diac- 

faf «c tb« fouit of dcatii. . . 

0 t^rancis'i^dtng tiiat all tbU importaiat intelli-* 
be was not followed by any motion from the Gover« 
propofed two. qop^^s to the Board. 
iat it appeared iM Mop^jee ■’'‘Ot fo^ifidd. 

tojMwCokmel (Modaed •'-^oodijrf it Wil |doa*> 
d»«e BooHa's qjlnioot that the oontittaanee of Colo*' 
ifS Goddard's gtaith would be attboded with the gitit> 
cultib and datigeta.'* The of tbdeVuff* 
Oaiu appears evidleflt, if they hai' agf been refoltiM in- 
the negative, by Mr. Haftinga and Mr, BhrweH, to 
IdM been to eftablifb the aiHrihative, as a ground for. 

the detachment, or fending it along theNar* 
bddda to Bacoach. 

\ ' 

, J^'jMopdajee BooUa'I letter of the ojd November,. 
)(» lUnguWly maoif^ft, that, on that day, or any day 
before, he had not eocertainfo eren a remote idea of 
bi^ti^wUh the ]EV)dnah'G6eermne»ti that he was 
mrdHeo for the bfhi? ovm cswhtry and very de-, 
illailned not to join Colonel Goddud, and npwilUgg. 
fo irilow the detachment to enter his country uncfor any 
He fpeiks the langu^ of a man of fcnfe. 
fof Kli ildvlfei ahd rtbrerenw'f^s and apparent dr- 
oyynflAnces like, a caMid l^nd, and a lover of huma* 
oit^amd' joBiee. But hit' letUih <Bfcovcr no appear- 
dsfoe n!^ ^ foi:fmhI'')finiT chat^for, whidi Mr. Haft- 

‘ ' sntts,. 

.#t ' » ** 


•• *ht fnm *ti* (immmwhw 

*• ti^ muti tmj *f 

^ ^ hart g/m htrfore mpm’ 

AiHch a want of Mith. fomirtity «ae. oHtr, to tb»pre- 

tMristia.dwii mitffiMIfoo, fevhaea wmnoy; to* 
^^SfeeduMcsof ftienofliip and allunce. lMblainei«ib}KitiisyoB.* 
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hkn, in his knsr to Wf 

ntfter, on the s|d NosObit^, mmim 

Mid havtiy” on ishich he (Mh'.'llliiSShgi^ |nltli 
ftffed to reft h><i 

** till i^gtSi prtfiMttd a hu vim,'* Attd thOBglh it ndp 
bft>ftriiftlf true, ■s.Mr* H«ftm§s Haidi in thf letter^ 
«• ^ kU tm tmk&y betmid^^m 
*< els oMmpt iiSw ^|N)%v(e 
**«M«rr m idt /dmifim worn imf mitid 
*< Jnmri*”* it dees not «ppe?r that Oil his iKiv«aQ^^4Wil 
the flitteraig oi^je^ prefenttd ito Ido 4Aiplr 

pradottd etcher ^n ordour, or t4iif(toni|danii{^^ 
ontht miodoftdoodsjee Booflou ' 

" * . ’« ' ‘1 

But if, aleetr Mopdesoo i» not,# etp 
Rajah of Berar, It leanioed to he oonfidered, weilkctC 
dKftltehfiBcrar «aiii4 he hirahd hyuof aft;4d'.lliio«t;i 
ar^ 1 thocil*f‘tlte attiohMi, 

CohMie) Goddard was dtfoSNd tU'ftsns wkhofthsi ih the* 
terms of Mr.>&llwt^s oocnauffiaut* be eottcladi(dP 
with honour and iUE«itf<te the Qwwoy, wjbeo itauw 
prevRni^4K}tniilicdr*tli«t oat of the parttea hai-iw 
right in<a» own peWhhy' apd the ebanoer in tahich^ie 
i^aiedv mcoiiautlelbchaffianos. 


\U 


On die 28th Decendber, the Go»t^ moMft^iao 
council, that two hattaljoBa be (gdered from die bar* 
racks in Cakutta/f paiiir the csuiMiiuid of Mj^aMDl- 
iBSCftto rdnioicoColliewilikddani, in order 
aU>kfteB which thednaei^nt had fii&red hviColnifti 


* VIdedwkiter h 4(itm4k, At No. 
f TheagehthaMitiitMk ofidltlier 



fai^Mded. 
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libey Hiduld proceed to ct» weftern fi’ootier & P^ib- 
Amu^ ’Idtd theit wait the diredtons oi Colonel God* 
difd^ e^her for ^ jundion with hirt), for ihe frettSioit 
i^hm^ju Be^t ( 4 fttali or to prelerve the commu* 
Nation with the Company’s provioceSi Before the 
(|i3eftion was put, Mr. FraMu de&icd to fee the feturnsf 
ttf the detachment, that the Board might koow what 
loft it had really fuffered, and on what grounds the tt^ 
lolorcetnent was prt^fed. Bujr, no return ; oo lertim; 
no explanations ot any kind, were produced. Mr. Bar>‘ 
well declared, ibat there was m in^/penfikle neteffity 
** t9 mfiuem the prepa^tiom *, and^'^f he was te form 
** hh ep^mou, Jimph/ on the necijfi^ of things he fimU 
** eertaufy vote agaiiffi the matxp of the troops," Mr. 
Hiftingi, under rulour ot an objeditui ui|(ed by Mr. 
FraoctSi to the private correfpondeoce carried oo be* 
iwceo him and the commanding officer, bid, ** S^Ar 
** had been tbereiy Mfonets^d from e^ordotr the Boards its 
their toileSive eapaa^, th^e BghtSf wmcb upon many 
points were nectary for tbHr information" ivCt the 
world judge of a declaiatbn, fo daring and bold, from 
the chief lervant tuf a company of mercbaota, aAiog jti 
immediate concert with a council, whofe t^iinions bad 
power to over*rule his own. It wfll not admit of ani* 
madverfion, the language being too plain and explicit. 
ai if was expreffisd. 

I 

Odier remarks of ferious eonbquentxa occur upon 
the proceedings of this day. A reinforcement is or* 
dered, upon a finale prefampdon that the detachment 
hti fufiered a connderable lou. No return, or letters 
are produced to prove it, and all lights avowedly with- 
held from the Board. Mf. BarweH^ at the fame time, 
** tftuies the uecffitp ef the meaftete" And Mr. Haftings 
bairdf, in the courft of the debate* obferves, ** fbai 
*1 hfs hears pa d^gpee ^ pre^trBfmtutbtrmfercemetiti 

andr 
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1 * pd b^% im The pmimI , 

Af this itiDwrcemeitt moft be^ to pi^o^4f||r 

the pr^teftton of Najpore, the capital of Bctart 4]4||| 
as Mr.BarweU expreued it, ** fa jfw 
•* pfftffim of the Btrfir Cktft as to /Wiy a^Atsh 
be nuy entartain of tbs ioft&Ha vtUk wbt^ be au^ 
** be From tbcfe explanations, it is to m 

ooderftoQ 4 tiiat the Rajah oS Berar, who with the af> 
fiftance oX the detachment, was to overfee the Manittl 
ftate, and to inoade the dominions of the Demean Sl^** 
bah, wants, now, two battalions of the Company’'a ^ 
poys for the protection of his own capital, and thd ^ 
curity of his doQtiniQns. 

December 31,* ^778. . In oonfeqnence of thc*relUlii«> 
tion of reinforcing Colonel Goddara's detachment, dal 
Governor moved, upon the 3 ift December, in council, 
that although two battalions of ftpoys were more th;im> 
^ua! to the loiTes fuftaioed by the detachment, yet at 
it may be advifeable to guard againft oBfoJbMe condn* 
gencies, which it may not be fo eafy to provide for In 
future, he therefore propoied that 700 rank and file, 
fepoys, wtboifl or armst 1 ^ added to Major Ca*< 
mac’s two battalions } and that in this unarmed and 
tffeerti ftate, unaccompanied by any efcort, through » 
long and hazardous country, to jmn Major Cafflac at 
Bifihepore, from the Prefidency, Midapore, and Bn* 
ramporc.* 

Mj*. Francis oppofed the meafum, by a nervous, jn^ 
thy minute, in which he was fupported by Mr. Wbekm. 
lie cenfured as well the unmilitary and dangerous ex- 
pedient, as the addition tltc^ether. The majority, at 

length, 

* Tlie firft advaace w 1 ^'or Caane, to dtbtf tin ch«ii|e of 

tbb teinforceaMBt, was 43^,79} cantat rapeet, e^aal la 4 |,S 8 ol. 
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In^,, wtded igtinttlMHlfllnned 

^ tmmtxnd matcbt Aod coiMsmecit thtt'Acf n«th 

I 

4th Jttwary, i?7«, Mr. Haftiags inibriMd 
m Boards that by |t letter miA Cobsel Gaddard, da- 
ted the yoth Novembert the detachment ma antred 
ba the hanks of the Narbudda* after a fatigmag march 
tbrot^ difficult pages in tbe mounuios, and tl^ ho 
then m no impediment to his croffiog the river. 

^ * 

% letters the ad and 5th DeeBinber» communi* 
eatcd by Mr. Haftings on the '■th-.January, Colonel 
Goddard inforou the Board, thit he had eroded the 
j^ibttdt^ and was encamped on the ibntheni baitks 
tiwr, within the territory of Bcrar, where he 
vraited to be Informed of the Utah’s final relbludon* 
^ ia«, *< th0t sU ibt MrtUlfTf nnd gnu mmgts nun 
** nmiuttmd^ enJ in nmi sf npnit s hut that tht niMV- 
hrtfj^tkvm reduced Jhm looo to aheut 400.'* 

The Governor prefenced to the Boord, a loi^ and 
interesting letter firom Moodqee Boo^ under date the 
December, which wu received in C'alcutte tte ad 
p\ttant. Inftead ol joining Colonel Goddard, the Ra- 
nh gives Mr. Haftiagsf a ^at deal of good advice^ 
morid and poHtical, concerning thepreiervatioo ^ 
j^ace, fidelity of engagements, juftice, clemency, &c.‘ 
but in particular, ** he ruetmtnds it te him te a 3 with 
deHherutieUt euU te frepertm Ids metuu te bit endsi* 
obferting, ** that it is a preveri, that nebatever u deM* 
** berate^ dute, ts den* well*' Tbe ktter breathes fo 
much good f^mfe, humanity, juftice,. and foupd docr 
^ioe, fMt in juftice to its author, it will obtain a place 
m the appendix •, to which an attentive perufiil is re- 
commended, for the iatt^fUon of the reader.* 

On 

Vide Appeadix, A. No. *. 



, On the it ipgMrt cfcirfy, bjf tiitfe’ 
ihat iHe Hajah of Berair, never had in idea of tbt;. 
ture and extent' of Mr, Haftings’a views, much kfsof 
waging war again,ft the Marratca regett^, and the Sots* 
bah of the .Deccan, dr of entering into, any'engage* 
inents with the Companyv that coiild kad him Into a ' 
rup^rr with either of thefe Aates,. Kis neighbours.. .In< 
deed, Mr. Hafttngs, in his recited letter of ajd No* 
vember, avows, •“ that the fuggejim ori^eUei 
himfeifi tlat he kid it as a hit to the Rajal^s dufihh 
'* tioH', that without obfmtiag the common and neo^if^ 
ra/M of pbq, he bad advanced, unfoUiited\ and tiedh 
'•'•■had trujlcd to 1]oe Rajah's appoved hraveij and JjHiitf 
“ to.catcb ardently -at the objek, which the Govfrnor'i h|* 
ingenuity and perjanal frieitd)bip'hekgtderot(fly dl^gned 
*'‘bis qgranM/ement," The Rajah, wifely ^eferrij^ 
pea?e In mediocrity,, to the. flattering but unccrtaiti biM 
ihtts oflered to his ambitbn^ undertook to yindioite 
the Pailhwa from the deflgns imputed to him by the 
Company’s fervants, of a fccrct connexion With tte 
French, and carneftly ofieris his own mediation to ef* 
feft a perfeft reconevliatioD, an pffer which Ihotild im- 
mediately have been accepted pf. Thefc fentiments to 
the Rajan, ihouid have been confidered as a to- 
wards taking a direct part with his countrymen, if the 
Company declined to acqutefee in his mediation, which 
ftrongiy implied a diltruft in their faith and honour, at 
a&ing under the lame infatiablc influence.* Ar all 
events, he dilcl-iims every thought.of joining the Com.- 
pany ag.tmft the. Marrattas. After enumerating th^5^ 
leveral chiefs, and their forces, wlio were p'-epartd tts 
oppolc Colonel Goddard, he exprcfsly fays, “ fhe jmc* 
lion of a body of my forces with Colonel Goddard's, .wotdi 
H « 

* ,The Rajah, iccordini^y, joined in the cxirSeietadjf the 
Company, wjien his offers of inctiiation were rejeded, and he found 
that the views of Mr. Haltingi Wet; sppamtl}' hodite to all tjw 
native ftatei of Hindoltaa. 
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« mil netUn^ in lht fad of fuck krgt hi muli 
only imhe me in the greatt^ lofts-, yet ntitler vas it 
“ advijk^le for Colonel Gcdilard to return, winch would M- 
•“ mmjb the awe and nfpeli in which he was held." Jn 
'the endj he tells, “ that tie times require, that a concili- 
ation take place with the Poonab mimjlers." Thus all 
India beheld the critical fituaticn to which Mr. Haft- 
ings’s politics had precipitated the power, which, when 
he entered upon the adminiftration thereof, was vener- 
ated and courted by all, except Hydcr- AHi-Cawn, who 
dreaded it. 

•Suppofing it pcflible, that ewryobjeftion to the 
ineafure, on the fcore of prudence or expediency, could 
be anfwercd or removed, or thA any degree of fuccefs 
Iboold hereafter furnilh an unexpefted argument in its 
• defence, there is ftili another important point of view, 
•in which it becomes the Company’s dignity and wif- 
dom to confider it. When Mr. Haftings engaged the 
Company’s arms in offenfivc wars, without neceflity or 
provocation, when he implicated their government in- 
treaties and alliances with the Indian powers, of which 
war, acquifition, and conqueft, are the foie objefts; 
when he fent their troops far away from the defence of 
their own territories, when he difturbed the peace of 
India, and when he avowed a vain, ambitious porpofe, 

^ fo far as to declare, “ If the Britijh arms and influence 
“ have fujferea a fevere check in the wefttrn world, it is 
the more incumbent on thofe who are chafed with the in- 
“ lerefts of Great Britain in the Eafi, to exert themfehes 
“ for the retrieval of the national lofs. That we have the 
“ means in our power j end that with fuch fuperier advan- 
“ tages as we poflefs over every power which can oppofe us, 

“ we 

* This paragraph is the juftidea rf a peribn who knew the fpirit 
and ftfett cl the whole projtds of the Company’s leadinv fervants 
in India. It is borrowed, litcraliy. 
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“ we Jhekfd^^ aH merely ex tbi Did not Mr. 

Ha^l'n^^/by this drcbtiiion, lubvm the fundamenridi 
principles of the Company’s policy } Did he not difo* 
bey their repeated and moll peremptory commands,, 
and tranigret's every line ut' limitation which tltey had' 
preferibed for the aominiilration of their afl^airs in ln*‘ 
dia? If the affirmative Ihould appear true, the Court', 
of Diretlors will undoubtedly recall to their temrm* 
brance, the principles on which the Rohilta war was 
unanimonfly condemned by them, and how grofsly. their; 
coD'iemnation of that mealure has been flighted. Thejr. 
will refled on the nature and extent of the trull repofed 
in them by the Company, and by the- nation % and fe-* 
rjoufly confliicr, on how precarious a foundation, the 
Britilh empire in India’dands, when one daring indivk 
dual can, at his pieafure, fubvert every princi{de of 
their government, violate their mod pofitive orders and. 
folemn inftru&ions, contemn their authority, and feC' 
their power at defianck It will not, it is to be. hoped, 
be too late for them to weigh the difgraccful and dan* 
gerous confequenccs of uniting conllaot condemnation 
with conllant impunity, and of continuing men in fta*. 
tions of the highell trull and dignity, whpm, if sye, 
may rely on the opinion they have repeatedly exprefled; 
of their condud and charader, they ought not tp diiak 
worthy of the lowcft. 

January ii, 1779. Mr. Francis, at a Board held 
the nth January, delivered a minute to be recorded,, 
in which his fentimenis are dated at large, refpeding. 
Moodajee Boolla's condud, and the critical pofltion <» 
the detachment, as well as that clearnefs of perlpicuityr 
and ability, which have diftinguiOied his oppofitipn and, 
general condud.* In this minute, the concents of the 
Rajah’s letter are Itridly canv^ed, and a cohcludoa 
drawn from them* that tecalling the decachiDent would 

be, 

• Vide the nioote in Appendix, A. No. 3. 
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in^idvifit^ble ftep in a fituariofn VMch admjcjt 
«f no one eligible relblution. To this ipeafiire, the 
i6oy«rf)or, as the ftrongeft proof he could exhibit of 
tte wnanfweruWe Icntimcnts and arguments, compo- 
fedly replied thus ; “ I have feett Air. hraticis's m- 
** tmte, and do not think nec-Jfary or proper to repfy 
f* to it.*' 

■ In a day or two after, the Board received the fiift 
intelligence, by way of Madras, of tiie motion of an 
army nom Bombay,- to reinfta;c Roganaui>ruw in the 
Regency of Poonah. 

January 25. Letters of the 3'oth December, from 
' Mbodajee Bouila, were produced in Council on the 25tli 
jatidary; confirming in the moft explicit terms, the de-^ 
claraiions he had made fome weeks before in his letters 
-to Colonel Goddard and the Governor *, ftill urging the 
t necefllty ’ of an accommodation with the Regency Of 

• Poonah, and rcfufing to join rhe Company againft 
them. On this day, the Governor, notwithftandtng his 
jpibfeAecT refolutlon, not to anfwcr Mr. FrantiPs minute 
c^the iith inilant, quoted and reprobated the opinion 
Contained in it, in t^rms full of paflion and contempt. 
Tet with fo many new and material fads before him, 
with the certain knowledge of Moodajee Boofla’s final 

' refulutions, and of the meafures taken at Bombay in 

■ jfa^our of Roganaut-row,' he himfclf propofed nothing, 
but left Colonel Goddard without orders or infirudions 

anylcind. 

Letters from Bombay of the latb December, receiv- 
ed about the 28th January^” at^ifed thk their foVds, 
amounting to 3910; officers included, had adually 

* taken the field, tp'condud Kogaoam-row to Poonahi 
That they had cometothatrefoiufidh bn the >2ih Oc- 
tober. That they had concluded i new treaty with 

' ■ '• ' ganaiit- 



gave tbem iioc fheimaHeft appvcienfion e^ dangetrin^ 
Bombay iti abe abfcnce«f iheir troops. That the 
condud of the expedioon, wls 6ntrufted co a comtnt^ 
tee confiding of Meff Carnap Egertoo* and Moftytti 
1 hat whatever turn adairs might takeat jPoonah,- they 
Ihoulct certainly require a confiderable ati^mentftiotl at 
their torce to defend their new acquifuions, «nd g«rti* 
fbn Bombay. That Mr. Draper diffentei from the 
whole of the • mcafure. And that Hyder»Am^#t|ii 
.continued to (hew a dtfpofition very favouAt^e ea»|!li. 
French. They.conclutled with requefting the 
ment of Bengaf, immediately co fend them the ann^ 
'fopply. Mr. Hadings declared his intention of faying, 
fome propofitions before the Board, in a few dtqrsi iii 
(Donlequtncc of the preceding advices feom -BoitsbayiV 

February t, 1779. By letters from Coload Gnd» 
dard, dated the 6;h January, commonicaRd on ^ ift 
February, it appeared that he was dill in the fame po* 
fition at Hu{raPtd>ad, on the banks of the Narbudda, 
but that he propofed moving, in a few days, toWirds 
Poonah. From an accurate map of the roUte, the dif* 
tance from Huflansbad to Poonah, appears to' be '4“^ 
Englifh miles. As the Prefidency Bombay had 
iblfed^pn the expedition, fo early as the lath Oft^ier, 
and the power of commanding the detachment havkig 
then, not been countermand^, they were culpable m 
not ordering matters To, that the'two armies fbouliilite* 
pear before Poonah at the fame time ) when, hyttgi* 
Vifion of the Marratta forces, it is highly probable, list 
fuccefe would have attended the^^mpany’s arms. $bt 
tWs docs not appear to have bicefi any part of 1^. 
Haftings’s plan •, and the PrefidUFK^ of BQli%^y were 
focoafelem of fuccer»,'that they were wnwilluig to M* 
ikr any others to partsic^aie, either ia the eznolumetits 
ttdieenditofic. • 

r •• It 
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' It appeared aifo, by Colond Goddard’s Ict,rer, that 
(bon after crt^ng the Narbudda, .h«: had deputed Lieu, 
tenant Weatherftonc to Nagpore, in order to picfs 
Moodajee fiooda to conclude the treaty, and immedi- 
ately to enter upon the execution of it *, but without 
thefmaileft fuccefs. That the Riijah declmeu entering 
into any treaty, or taking any active parr whatever, liil 
further accounts Ihouid arrive ft i m Calcutta. Tnat, 
to colour this retulal, the Kajah pleaded the part token 
by the Council of Uomoay, in favour of Rogjnaut lowj 
and that he*ll,licired. as wrll as recoinmeiul'-d t‘ie relin- 
qutjhiag of RoganHui-raw, and a&eyting of ferns 
from the prcient mimftenai pari; in i^oo ah. Aflur- 
ediy the Rajah was juftified m rrlenting cne meafures 
ppifued in favour of Roganauc^-row, fo very different, 
fcom the repeated iolemn declarations and adurances by. 
Mr. Haftings to hiinlelf, to his Vakeel, and to the 
Iii$arra$ta minifters, whiph is particularly mentioned in 
jipatfage of the Rajah’s letter of the 5th. December td 
Mr, Hatlings himfelf, in theie words, “ That bis Va^ 

ktd in Calcutta had it from Mr. HafHngs't own mouthy 
** that it tiever was, tier iSf denned ly the tngltfli chiefs., 

4 afi^port Reganaut'rew'f' and that on the faith of 
thefe reiterated declarations, he had ventured to imprefs 
th? Regency of Poonah with the fame aflurances. It is 
proper, however, to obferve that the Rajah had been 
fixed in a pacific relbluiion long before it was poflible 
^ .him fo have heard of the movements at Bombay, 
which was. evident by his ufing the fame language on 
the ajd November to Colonel Goddard, with that on 
the 30th December to Mr. Haftings, and the army 
did not move from Bombay until the aad November. 
It muft, neverthelefs, be admitted, that the fupport 
ihus given to Roganauc-row would naturally confirm 
the Rajah in his Irft refolution. It is very evident, 
fhat Mr. Haftinp .amufed the people of Bombay by 
Inftigating them to fupport the cavift of. Rogan{iut<! 

row, 
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row, aiHi kept them in total ignorance, a$ to his 
views in fi^bur of the Rajah of Ikrar, and the ttoA 
dcttination of the expedition from Bengal under Col8« 
nels 1 cflie and Goddard, whofe orders were to coitfi^ 
quence as tnconftant as a fhuttle*cock, alternately placed 
under the authoi ity of the gentlemen in Bombay, or 
relumed by the Supreme Board, or countermandt^^m 
Bombay to Surat, from Surat to Poonah, from Poonah 
to Berar, &c. in a confuted rotation, evidently calcus 
latcd to perple^i confound, difappoint, and amtde.^ 
It is not the want of candour alone, but the want of 
miture deliberation and confequent firnanels, whieh 
CO' ftitute fomo of the errors fo confpicuous in Mr. 
Idaltmgs’s political faculties. Colonel Goddard fays^ 
** ^hat the fcbmes of ibe gtntlmen at ond tbtao-' 

** live part they have takA injuppert tf Raganaut^row, bavt 
** defireyed all hopes of eoncluMng the p'opofed alUanct vHjb 
** the Court of Nagpore^ until it fls/dl be judged expe^fim 
by the Su^eme Ceutuil to direS the former to be reHit- 
“ ^ui/htd^ in trder to leave room for the entire and free 
*• adoption of the Utter." 

Whether this was a mere pretence in the Raj^y or 
nor, to excufe his re^fal to accede to the 
alliance, or whether he ever really formed the 
atCiibuced to him by Mr. Ballings, ofaflertiogaclaitn 
to the Marratra ftare, is much to be qp^ftioned.>*-Co* 
loDcl Goddard himfcll' took notice ” ^ the incon^ena 
“ of bis labouring fo ftrenuoujly for the inttreft of the 
** Palfir'joa., mth whom^he m^ant fion to et^age in kef. 
“ filtttes ’* And confidered hts anfwer to this quefttoo, 
as a refinement i^n policy, that might almofikadto fitfi 
*'■ pdt, .hit ve was not attogeth& ferieus, and detetnuHtd 
upon the :setterah * eypedition" . * ‘ 

... -By 

* Setitrub expedition m^ni the Rajah’s pacc^ to the fnpreiK 
ibveie^gniy of the Marratu Rate, U being the ancieat csfdtal and 
feat ot goveraaont. 
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By Me. Weathceftone’s letters frohj Nagpifeto G<r' 
'k>flel Goddard, it appears, that the Govemmnt Br 
** rar ttwr deUrmn^ net te tnk any aSivt fart wbatsvef 
** mtb the Cemfary's armies ; that they bad a tbeujand er- 
**guments te oppoje te tbefe be urged in favour of the flan 
** far afjuming the dignity of Rsuge ( or kam-re^ ) of Set- 
** ter ah, fartieularfy the f mtb fledged, and the alliemce of 
**frmdfiiif they had fwem te, with the frtfent Paifl/wa:, 
• that their affirti^ their petetftens to the fevere^my 
M ^ffottld meet with mmberltfs oppejttions\^ and that a vie- 
“ tery mid not be obtained without foedding much blood, 
** mk at the e\ftnee of their vielating the facred cn- 
**' garments beferr entered iatir ’iti .tbm." What 
i, lenon of found' juftice and motaiity,.' pujblic and pri- 
vate futh, and exemplary virtue^ is We fer, by men 
(BflSaguiihed in Europe undcr'the name of li^dds, to 
tllus^prefentatives of a great Cbriftian nation ! — How 
liule.muil the Englifo £aft India Company fed their 
own real importance, when their principal fervancs ex- 
pofot^ir reputation and credit, to fuch humiliating re- 
proaches, as every expreflion thus uttered by the Mar- 
mca princes, thrufts a keen dagger into their very 
vifftla. When the force and eSeef of thefc declarations 
arecBOfidetcd, it will reft with Mr. Haftings to latisfy 
the Company, that his plan; Bated in the inilrudtions 
to Mr. Elliot, and in which be had embarked fo deeply, 
sfas not built without a foundation. Mr. Weatherdone 
^8,. That it feemed now te be the frfl 'wifb of the 
Cmert of Berar, to fet afide tur comeRien uith Rcga- 
the fafporting of %fhm,*’ the Dewan faid, 
** be was convinced was highly irnpditscal, and umld, m 
the end, be fully paved fo. i bat, that Chief ( Ro- 
ganaut-raw ). was held in mverfd abhorrence •, and that 
the prejudices in the Deccan agamftUm would noteaf^, 
if euer, be remsved.** The remainder of Mr. Wcathcr- 
ftone’s letter contained many particulars that deferve 
fW^attencioa of the Company i ^eciaHy a alear expla* 
^ ' niti<i» 
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hationc^ the views, principles, and pdlicyof the Coart 
of NagporetStf all which the Govertior-general does - 
not appear to have had any pfecife information, or any>' 
accurate idea. To think otherwifei VfoUld be to think 
him guilty of the blackell treachery. 

February i, lyyo. All the preceding letters hir- 
ing been again read in Council, upon the firft of Fe-- 
bruary, the Governor faid, that he had not. had tinie 
to prepare the propofitions which be intended to by 
before the Board. His intentions, whatever they may 
have been, had not yet tranfpired, but no orders frotri 
:!ic PriTidency, could now reach Colonel Goddard In 
'.irne, to alfcdl: the motions of the detachment; bis^ 
cajfe, if he had marched on the twelfth Of .January^; 
and met with no materiay'cbftru^n, he ought to on . 
at P(X)nah, before any letter written at this time conhft 
overtake him. The Board had no other knowled|h 
rf the difficulties and oppofition, which hC might, ta 
' likelihood encounter, than whit was to beeolleS^ 
the Rajah’s letters. The Board were equally 
' (i^nformed of the actual ftrength and condition. of the 
;-'cac.bment. On thefe points, the Governor continned 
obferve a profound filcnce. It may be concluded* 
however, from the' refolution to fend two battadidiMi 
itli a draught of 700 additional recruits, to rein^rM 
.he detachment, that it muft have fuffereicoiffideraWy 
by ficknefs or defertion. It was known, thaf Captain 
Vvray’s regiment of cavalry, was totally ruined ; and 
that he and levfrai other officers had obtained kayei 
under one pretence or other, to return to Bengal,— 
Colonel Goddard’s public orders of the firft 
ber, accidentally produced at the Board of Ordnance 
by Colonel Pearce, begins with declaring, ** 

unmlitary amd nntxmpUd fpirit of tht 

fervue, whitb bad fo mmfefily S^Ugtd -itjelf h 
** the frefum dt/trtms frm the mp if Caval/y 

I “ W 
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gHi Maitiy wiAin a few d^s, wis keoUK a mt» 

** Mr uf the mojt ferhtu aud mpertmU .i,^/tder«tkiL** 
There ctn be no ^ubt, but that hU nambers were 
greatljr reduced^ tfbr was there a chance of his bciog 
](wed by the re-iaforcemenc under Major Camac. 

Oh the fourth of Febrtiary, Mr. Haftiogs laid before 
the Coundl) the draughts of letters by way »ew in* 
ftrofHbos to Colonel Goddardr and niw refolutirnis, 
^nded oo the late advices from Bombay.— The form 
ta wluch thefo voluminous papers were drawn vipt 
fanned in(Mi,thao commonly loofe^ conjfolcd» and in* 
i^cai^.«»WhVther they were intended to be fo, or 
whether diey were Hai% thrown together, without 
4Uqr foct of conCderation or advice,* Inay be equally 
t^bied.<— Mr. HaHivigsVfiift" geheml objeft was to 
|pil|p at much cenfure as poflible on the Prefidency of 
as well for what they ha'te themlelves ifone, 
^ ftt uie oblUcIes they Have thrown in the way of hit 
iagdciadoits with Moodajee BooQa.— His fecond ob* 
jbct plainly appeared to oe, to break the treaty they 
luhd coitciuded with RoganauMow, although certainly 
warranted by the ievtral l^rs of the eighteenth of 
Mirch and eighteenth of Auguft laft, wluch be con* 
fodlM } and to revert, if polllbTe, to his favourite alii* 
Hnce with Moodajee Boofla. — The introduAion, or pre* 
Wltble to the draught intended for the Prefidency of 
l^mbay, was the firft, although an indircA commu* 
jnlcation of Mr. Haftings*s plan in favour of Mooda* 
jee Bioofla, to that Prefidency, and die language is 
^y original, but very confiftent with its author.— 
Me fays, ** It btdfemerfy been a mutter ef greta emem 
** to u/f that you had fetffmd fe miy mortumtia to ef 
**' Jmt the ernli^ of mpkirtomb you bad form- 

** kt Doemkr 1777 , wthibi tedditg eay ifedltt'ii hmus 
** to tarry it into exeattim. It now affords ns tfoal era* 
*t tem tad rnor^eatmt tbttt yon htm mder* 

tabm 
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** tbai yeti bbaidl^ it.iitmHier^ 4m 
“ /0 aJift tneafms, mhii^ in C0^mpiet of ym 0 ^ 

" rationst tome httn kokm ^ wtimit Hitmh 
** titf ym dejign to ut^ mid offmSdg tit tmto Jkf^ 
“ the mrfe of m meafnrat or to aceommodato them f 
** yo»rs.**~-lM tfaefe aOerilons, thiu boldiy cofmmiiited 
on the Cotn|^oy*i re^s, bftcomi^red wkb the in- 
thentic fa^ already ftated } And tm injuftice ofifend 
to the Gentlemen of Bombay^ will i^pear no ^con-r 
fpicuous to be Yefoted. By the unirorm of 
Mr. Haftiogs*s minutesi end the l^rp 6nm e||ii^ 
to the l^ah of Benr, it U u.nqodeiihQ4dy ei^l^ 
that an alliance wrath the and an embafly If 
folicit him to bepome a canmi^ for the Sovereign 
of the M^ratta Empifer yWere the n 4 olne^i^ thi^ 
expedittoni from thn banning, although he ijifu^ 
ciooQy concealed thell^ and cwntenanced anothdr. If 
dinft oppofo^ to it.'->0QW cruel and oi^, then* 
fore, were thefe contradiSpry.cha^ and cenfonfit 
and the abfurd reafoni for a change of 
furet. 




that Colonel Goddardy (whole march to P^ni fif 
now araroved, althoo^ ^ ftrtftlyjuftifiable under 
^ kft prdera of the a3d of Kovem^) Ihoold am* 
tinue to hold hii command, indepemlem of the Gc|^ 
vernment of Bombay.*-- T^t Colonel (Sdddard may 
demand rH^orumtntt from that Prefidency, which he 
fas lime t^ihally to i^fvtt\ but theft not to he 

la ' 


0 Tojad^fittattpeamces, hbdwi^vlwdwdier theOoifr* 
BOt*k/ri<iutf< otden. Ad not, by the ftwe meflenger, alwayt 
wiftiittJ^^oi^ordwfaBi^ CeloR41eiBe*«kttcn4aiBwe 
Aaa joify tU> fuiQ^aon* 


«etilhMmed bf«nf officer fupMiliHt) nnttto fifs’dwn,* 
that Colonel Goddard (hall ^ appointe^che Minifter 
of the Supreme Government at the Court of Poonah, 
independent of the Prefidency of Bombay j that he 
Bull in hts miniftenal capacity, demand of Roganauc* 
row, a rc-imburfement ot the expences ot the expedi- 
tion, at two' lacks ot rupees each month from the firft 
of June 1 778, in addition to the two and half lacks, fti- 
puiated in the Bombay treaty, in full for the expences of 
the army. — That in cafe ot retufal, he (hall cither re- 
turn to Berar, or retire to the lands ceded to the Com- 
pany, which were (it would feem) 10 be kept, notwirh-* 
fianding the treaty whereby tl 'y wcic ceded was to 
be annbiled ; that the Prefidency of ’Bombay (hall be 
peremptorily required and commanded, in fucb cafe, 
to recill their troops frgmrrtx^.iah, and from the Mar- 
r%tta dominions. That the inftiudtions already given 
to Colonel Goddard, dp remain in full force And 
that he be directed to refqme the negotiations with the 
Government of Berar, and to tr-at with it, on the 
grounds of thefe infl;ru£lions, whenever an occaiion 
mall offer to execute them, confiftenily with the fore- 
gping rclolutions. 

The chapter of this day, may with propriety be 
clof< d with an abftraft trom the preamble of the letter 
propofed to be written to Colonel Goddard, and a (hoit 
ilriaure upon it. 

** ^ are much concerned that Meodajee Beofia Jbouid 
“ fo mch ehjfirufi you,, as to fappcjiiy thJt engagmuta 
f* firmed iy the Pre/uUnl and Council of Bon^ay could epe- 

“ rate 

• This pallge apeonats in cmlic’t twn* for the^rrtf ctwef- 
pondence, the rtfentment expreiled ai th reprobation thereof, and 
alio for the tUflinatton of the dctaelment at iaft to Wat, infaaH of 
Bombay. 



« rah to tiofi mk tim^ and tbeth 

** fere dicldMa enter into the propofed negoeiatton : Ftr^ if, 
** you had conmded a treaty vntb him,, it would have been 

our duty to fupport ity in preference to any made at Bom* 
w hayy that might oppoft it" 

As the expedition over land was' planned and rdblv* 
ed on the 23d of February 1778, and by the 6th arti* 
e'e of the mltrudiions to the frefidency of Bombay, to 
treat mckfivefytoad cfetlually with Roganaut>row,which 
have never been revoked, bearing date the x8th of 
the enfuing month of March, tte Supreme Council 
were folemnly bound and implicated to perform every 
condition, which any fucb treaty might contain, unlels 
violation of faith*, anilj>rcmeditated deception were in* 
tended from the beginiiin'g.^W^y were not the G»* 
vernment of Bombay, in fo long an interval of time, 
and after fuch a feries of warm difcuflion on the mea-; 
(iires in agitation, commanded to forbear entering into 
any treaty with Roganaut'row, the moment that the 
negociation with Moodajee Boofla was refolved j and t0 
forbear the commifllon of overt hoBilities againft dtc 
Ma’-rattaa, unlefs in defence, until exprefsiy authori^ 
by the Supreme Council, or Court of Diredors ? or, 
why were they not confidentially intrufted with the de« 
fign in favour of Moodajee Boofla, and ditched to con* 
tribute to its fuccefi, when it was in an advanced ftagt 
for aflion. 

At i| confulution held the 8th of February, Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler delivered their opiaiona at 
large, on the Governor’s propofitions of the 4th in* 
ftant— Their minutes will not admit of belhg ab> 
flrafted, without deviating from the juftice sod tom* 
mendation, which ftrength of judgment and leafoa 
claim ; therefore, with a reference to the minutes them* 
ftlves, which leaves neither faA nor argument In Mr. 

Hafting^a 
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uiire&ted, letitfufice^ in the 
meen nine, to ftate the gcndil principlte^CtD wbkb 
they were oppoled/ ' 

ift. It is taken as a point granted in the Governor's 
own termsy that the treaty with Roganaut-row is war- 
xapted by rnftrudiOns from the Supreme Council. 
That k ha received the firmed: and fulleft ratification 
tbit could be given to k» by the contraAing parties, 

and 


* Scuaa of Mr. Fiaticu’t fsatimenti ars concaivsd in a lagusn 
to exqaifitelv kift and Koaoaiible, that they r^mmand particaiar 
fovatioa. He faid : — 

^ The line of conda£l which I have invaiiahly purfuedy with 
teljpeft to the late polidq^^ ff fftfcrcfr this Government, and of 
the ^refidency of BomStyT not only exem . t me from all ^pon* 
llnlity for the conrequences of them, hot ftom any ohligattoa 
of deading upon the refpeffive merits of their proceedings and 
•* dots. That queilion lies AriAly between die prefeot majority of 
** Board and the Prcfidency of Bombay. I (hall enter into it 
^ aofartker thaalamcomDdlsdtodobythcpropofitioasbefbroas, 
and not by the exiiling ftace of fads. — - 
In the confideration of every meafiue which I have recommend* 
14 or oppofed. my original and oonftant objed was /» frefirvt 
thtpHti /S odhtn flMfidfy i$ •ur frtoty with ibi 

p4iihwa } mut ufyftrjhi Crnfmifs mmsS9 te ngmd Htbtr 

< e« ihh fidi tf lodia, h the Prefidmej <f hdtm^ er hv the PtMmjt 

* t*/u(h/eh mes ef eettfui/t emdmmbitieiu* In adhering 

* to th^fe ortnciples, I believe Ihave been guided by the didatet <» 
s« fooiidim&cyaidiightmfoniaslaftiredryhmbee 

** pan/s fundamental maxims^ and by their pofitive and repeated 
^mniands. I have it too from an anthonty which, in the fcale 
^ of any argument of mine, muB be deemed ^vtknlarly weighty i 
^ Thst fb r2e Cmpa/iv^s eeoeerMt with their mighhoitrt emd aliies, 
** ehe fitufedeet ehfermtmu ef their fublic ntgoftmmh^ «•/ ef 
the rii^t ef ethers^ eught te he rAnr emi tmeg etjeS % fir 
% ivenfrtoei mndfiM^ whefe m^ftaati eantlnu fight ef 

tto Cwapeffl *4 evmUtietti it ntUKrtiBy Ud te e^fly te thetr emm in* 
M etrefit^ ^treegmetH enhkb thtyfi etfiert rudwfrem the Om^ 
f* UtQ tmd thar dtfmdmtt** 

Towatdi dw ooaahifion of tUs jpdSckmi* and mdrqd wnoii* 
dveraMo hp ohfevii << Tlvu the expoace 

Goddaid’a 
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tnd tbit it cumot idnit, eitbcr of 

ment or iddiKb** 

2d It is contended that the additional demand to be 
made byCobnel Goddard is unjuil, and can never be 
admitted by Roganaut-row-, and that eveoj were it 
granted, it would no: amount to a rdmburfbaeot of 
our adtual expence. 

gd. That the conditional orders preferibed to Colo> 
nel Goddard, and to the Prefidency of Bombay, inciibr 
of a refufal, are equivalent to a formal renunciadob of, 
the treaty. 

4th. That the iodepeitd<* 9 t.com.’nand, pretended to 
be vetted in Colonel Goddard, while he co^ratea 
with the Prefidency at Bombay, and afti on tlw fame 
ground with their army, is highly dangerous in idetP, 
and cannot take etteft without fubverting the funda* 
menttl principles of militvy difciplme and fuborditiar 
cion. 

5tb. That a junflion of the two detachments, whid^ 
the mttruftions pofiiivety preclude, may, in fome caiet^ 
be eflential to their mutual lafety i and in many cafes, 
tKcettary to the Jiicceis of their operations. 

» 

6 th. That the vetting Colonel Goddard with fepiu 
rate powers from the Supreme Board, to treat widf 

the 

*f Godlod’t detielitteat comnenced (is in Msidi 177#, 
" and the whole wu Kcumuluing in April, ai a fixed expence^ 
*' two lade* and 6s,oeo rupees fir month, befidesawre aodeott* 
*' tingent charges, befides the Nabob of Ou^’s cavalry, andbefides 
Mi^ Cainac'f detachment of 64,600 fupta ftr aondb** 
tfo obfovaries M the 8ih arfuie of the (Mvamel^i pnlpeliti6ni, 
ewneening the faieach of pubUe ftith, and Ac dusafflw which 
theft ossiadioai is likely to affix on the Britilh naan is IMDlb shK 

Atth ths •ttasttos «f tha Cewpasy aidthe Natioa* 
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the court Poonaht independent of the ^fidency of 
Bombay, tends to reduce the credit andKmoence of 
that Prefidency, for no adequate or avowed objeft ) 
and that it ftands m dirt A contradiction to the Coai< 
pany*> exprefs orders given on occalion of the feparate 
powers delegated to Colonel Upton, in the general let< 
ter of yth February 1777, paragraphs 21 to 24. 

yth. That an attempt to renew the ncgociation with 
Moodajee Boolla, befides ail former objections to the 
meafure, is not warranted by the experience the board 
has had of his difpufition and character, or by the treat- 
ment already received from him not can it be recon- 
ciled to the late treaty with Rog„uauc-iow. 

In the face of thefcTanTmany other arguments, the 
Governor’s propofitions were voted by himfelf and Mr. 
Barwcll, witbeut Mgmng a repfy. 

The Governor guided by fecret motives, purfues the 
fame line of inconfiltency, in a letter laid before the 
Board, on the 9th of February, prepared by himfelf, 
for Moodajee Boolla, containing fome remarkable paf- 
fages. He laments rather than cemplatns, of the 
entertained by the Rajah ; and declares, that had he 
accepted of the terms offered to him by Colonel God- 
dard, and concluded a treaty with the Government of 
Bengal, he (Mr. H.) (hould have held the obligation 
of it, fuperior to that of any engagement formed by the 
Government of Bombay } and (hould have thought ic 
bis duty to have maintained it, &c. “ agatttfi eatery eon- 
** /deration, even of the mofi valuable interefts end fafety if 

the Engbft) feffeffions intruded to hs charge”* At the 
V fame 

* This is t truth of which Mr. HalUngs frequeatly exhitutid fni- 
nifeft prooli. It furpaiTes, however, thebittereft accufationsof^ 
Ii4veri^$, and txpoies views and purpofei totally incoafitait Widv 
4B9AftdldeUqr« , * ' ^ 
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fame time, however, he reminds him, that the origi- 
nal intcntR)nM)£ fending an Englilh army fkim the caf-, 
tern to the we(%n iiJe of India, was to afllft the Go- 
vermitnt oi B.'mbay in the accompltlhmcnt of a plaa 
conceited with the actual rulers of the Marracta Hate. * 
He might with gnater propriety have added, and to 
“ exitte dread andjealeufy in ihi minis of all the Princes of 
“ llthdojian ’* He concluded, with profefling, that his 
diipofuton and wijhes remain the lame , that nothing is 
yet loll, and tliat^ht defired to be yet guided by the Ha- 
jah’s inchnations.f 

In confultatioii on the i ith of February, the Gover-[ 
nor replied lo Mi : F ' .ncis’s niinuie of the 8 th, although 
the propofitions w.which it alluded, were then voted by 
himfelf, and Mt. Birwril,. wgiiout^deigning a reply. 

I'he only fubjeft in the proceedings of this and the 
following day in council, c nfilted lo ihe dilculTion oi 
formvf points, and cavilling upon words. Whetlter 
Mr. Francis's alfeition in ln» minute of the 8th, that 
Mr Llliot’s embafly to nrpu ute with Mood.ijec Boofla, 
“ became the mam ondjoh ob)(tJ of the exp duton under Co^ 
“ lonel IjJUe" With Ins ulinl adtirtls, Mr. Ilallings 
laboured to contMtlidl himfslt, and maintain that the 
expedition h.'>d othei objeits more immediately in view. 
But his opponent, by returinq only to recorded fafts, 
ifluing from the pen of Mr. lluilings himfelf, without 
a breach of gopd manners, or lit traying any pcrfonality 
or reientment, fupported his oiigmal allegation, and 
(tripped hts advcrlary of the flimfy made in which he 
again meant to impo(c upon the underftanding of man- 
kind, as he icems to have luccelsfully done on the cre- 
dulous minds of his employers. 

* o'hiswasthe firfttiiDe be iodmated the Bombay plan to the 
Ri^ah. On the contrary, he cautioolls laboured to conceal it front 
•his knowledge, and re^atedly dewed every porpofe in favour of 
Roganaut-row. 

t It woqld be improj^rin this place, not to infert as a note, a 
iBoft curious pdbge la Governor's l^to' to Moodajee B^iia, 

R » To 
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One qvatation on each fide will ferve as a fpeeimeri 
of ihe whole controverly, there havi^'^een nothing 
new argued, except fuch illuftrations t^Mr. Hafttngs, 
as the neat of argument exttafled unguardedly from 
him in his own disfavour } and therefore the fpecimen 
mw felefied ihalJ be the moft favourable to hin). 


The Govcrnor*s quotation is thus introduced. ‘ To 
*fo pointed a denial 'of the Gevernor*S'eJfertions, the hejl 

* argument ishitb he can propcfe will be a reference to Mr. 

* Elliot's inftrulHonSt in which be is ai, ehled to fufv.'nd his 
negeeiatms with Moodajee Boejla^ on the injormation of 
ary engegement oStuady concluded -Uhe Prtfdrncy of 
Bomhm, and to conform to it.' ^ 

' ■ Which 


To you, I liad unreftrwVy committed all my views, partly and 
InHiJlluBly by Ictteis, but very fully in re; cared converfationswith 
your \ aked Beneraxn Pundii, as it w^oulcl have been very iniprp- 
** per tb have atlairo of fuch delicacy and in»poitnrh‘e rommiited to 
♦ ** letters, and to the hazards to which ihcTe would have been expefed 
in a lone and doubctul jouiney. rc/ir ct:u:/d/t nvaj Jhll ^reater^ 
and pet haps mrte camminJahUy although I ma; rtgret tin nccefjity 
** fuahich freferibea for neither your letters y nr.r the letters of I>r~ 
mram I undlt, affuteied me the Itojl clncy to judge of your fenti* 
menfs or imitnatton rejptiiing the particular posnta tf adkiiy fivhich 
** •mere to fmn the Jubjiance of our projeSUd engagements ; and «/- 
though from your general profefftonsy and the ^warmth and Jin* 

* cerity with whith t'hejt were mamfefily didiated^ 1 bad every rea* 
^ Jon to cGHtluete that you approved of thcm> Tet^ without feme af 

Jurances^ common prudence required^ that I Jl?ould not precipitately 
‘ abandon every other refourcti and irre vocably cetnmit the honor 

* and iaterefs of this government in a doubtful meaj'ure^ Precau* 

* lions were takttnt that nothing fisould he undertaken by any of the 

* governments dependent on tbis^ which might eventually tnterjere 

* with thofe aQually concluded with you f 

A genera! reference to' the preceding ftate of authentic fafts, is 
the fevereft and juilefl comment that can pofilbly be made on the 
above extraordinary A^rde and alieveiations, as well the unwarran- 
iable confeflions contained in it. The reft of the letter runs in the; 
fame inconliftent ftrain. 

• Huvv palpably is this quotation contradidled in the letter of the. 
current, recited in the foregoing page, and in the above not^ 
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Which Mr Francis's minutes refute by nlany qhotjt* 
tioni, and'Brd^jy a reference tb the very pafiage in Mr* 
Elliot’s inftrufltpns, quoted by Mr. HaftingSi thus : 

‘ Even the paffage quttediy the GeverMor-gentral pmet^ 

* that the junthen with A^cdajee Bcefia was net etnfi^ 

* dered by us as little more than an eventual refource, * 

* hut that it was then our main and pmciptd al^eS, On ^ 
*fuppoftiim that tjie Prejideney of Bem^ ought havt sir 

* tered tnto engagements with Beganaut-row the iiH 
ftruAions referred to by the Governor fay, ** you 

fo conduB yourjdf as to eonform to their meafitreSt if you 
" can cenfifent/y mtb the prtor mtention, wJueb you will 
“ gtve to cur vievts *, remembering that a defenfive allieatct 
“ wub Mouiajte' Boojla>htmg the permanent o'jjeS of your 
“ commtjfiun, y'u are to Jufftr no eon/Jeratton whatever to 
•* dtreit you yom that objJt/ 

Mr. Francis, after a multitude of replications and 
re)()in(lers, clofes the debate by a fur rejoinder, in the* 
following cool, judicious terms : 

* lE’beii fundam’ntal maxims of polity are ervowedly fet 
‘ afid'^ tl change of cinumfiancts Jhould not only be eUtsr 
‘ andmoiitioveitiblty but il jhould be Inch aoneaswar^ 

* rant! the adoption of new and op oftte principles of aiBou , , 
‘ I am not fvfficmtly mqfier of the revolutions which have 

‘ happened in the Marratta emptte finte jhrU 1 771, estd 
‘ which in fo Jbort a period are JuppoJed to have prodtteed a 
‘ total alteration in its itrium 9 a»eesy to enter tnto that part 
*■ of thequejim. taking the fads as they are fated ly 

* the Governor, tt feems to me an obvious Onelufion, that' 

* tf tt were dangerous to us to unite with the Marrottatf • 

* when tbetr empire was entire, and in its fuU vigor, w 

K 2 *smff 

* The Gorernor in his jadif^ng minute^ ufci the/e 
That shi janShu nvith tbt fRajtw of Jferor mitas sQiifJind 

^ iiniiiMtiTiritiii dir fttiftfSiiinl 

< i/ 
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‘ mufi be uftUfs to mmit turfeives, ty /tiking aty pert in 
*■ their divifionSt when tbar empire is to ^ecis of it- 

* fef. ■ Either wty, oar engaging the Cmpat^s arms in 

* effenfme wars^ rJseiher tn cotijunliien with a part., or 

* the. whole of the Marraita empire^ is inde]enf:iU, fnce 
‘ it is equally contrary to the Company's Jelemn and repeated 
' eommnds' 

fit a confultation held the 25tli Febfuary, the Gover- 
nor laid before the Board, a paper reepived the day be- 
fore from Madras, containing intelligence of the defeat 
of the Bombay army near Poonah, which he laid, he 
believed to be but too true, but tlv he did not think 
proper to propofc any immediate uieafurcs to be takm 
in confequence. 

The paper which conveyed this mortifying intelli- 
gence, was a literal tranflaiion from a letter to the Na- 
bob of Arcot from his Vakeel at the court of Poonah — 

* It reprclents the dilgrace of the army, and the Compa- 
ny’s arms in flich humiliaring terms, I’sa: the probable, 
or perhaps the polFible chance of letriirving the national 
fame and reputation in lnd:a, muit: be the tlfcft of time, 
let their fucccfics be ever lo quick and great. 

The fourth paragraph reprefents the firft conference 
of the Marratia Chiefs, after the approach of the Bom- 
bay army, thus : * J!l the Chiefs having met to conjult 
‘ what was to he done in the prejent ftate of affairs^ they 
‘ ait with one voice agreed, that if Roganaut-row came 

* with his own forces alove, they Jhonld receive him, and 
‘ give him a fiare of the power as former^. But fince he 

* came with an atnty of Englijh, who were of a different 

* nation from them, and wbofe condtiSl in Sajah-ul Dowla’s 
‘ country, the Robilla counlty, Bengal, and the Carnatic, 

‘ % 


* See the tnnllatlou in Appendix, A. No. 4< 
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* fh^ were wU acquainted wilb^ they unammot^ dtfef- 

* unntd. nut to receive Roganaut-rm, as otberwUe^ in tie 
‘ end, they woUli be obliged to forjake their religion and he- 

* come the Jlaves of Europeans ; upon this they exchanged 
‘ oaths' 

After relating journally, the proceedings of both ar- 
mies on the field of Tulicanoon, the Nabob*s Vakeel 
fays, ‘ On the i^th January, the Marratta Sardars (Ge- 

* nerals or Chieh) went to the trenches, and iqgan fring 

* again, but it yoas not anfwered from the Eng^ caifep i 

* fooH after, Aifr. Farmer, (a Gentleman who was feme 
‘ time ago at your Bighnefs's court) came from the ElMh 

* camp, and thi fire of the Mdrrattas immediate^ ceafid, 
‘•The Manattas'fcni for him into the prefence,* and Jhir* 
‘ Farmer faid to them-a^Wz a[^e only MERCHANrs.-^^ 

* When disputes prevailed with you, Rooanawt- 

‘ ROW CAME TO US, AND DEMANDED OUR PROTEC- 

* TION. — We thought he had a rioht to the 00* 

‘ VEV.N'MENT, AND GAVE HIM OUR ASSIITANCE.-^No- 
’ TIllNTO BUT ILL FORTUNE ATTENDS HIM, AND *#£ 
' H*v’t KLEN nROUGHT TO THIS MISERABLE STATE BY 

’ kelpinc. him with US —You are Masters. to 

* TARi: HIM iKOM US.— We shall henceforth ad- 

‘hERL 10 THE TREATIES THAT HAVE FORMERLY 
‘ TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN US. Be PLEASED TO FOR- 
‘ GIVE WHAT HAS HAPPENED.* 

“ The Marratta Minifters anfwcred— Rocanaut- 
“ row is one of US. What right could you have 

TO INTERFERE IN OUR CONCERNS WITH HIM ? )Ve 
” NOW desire Of YOU TO GIVE UP SaLSSTTE AND 

“ Basseen, and what other countries you have 

“ POSSESSED YOURSELVES OF., AS ALSO THE ClRCAHS, 
“ THOSE OF THE FerGUNNAHS QF BaROACH, &C. 

“which 


The Eaftem term for an aodienci;. 
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«* WHICH YOU HAVE TAKEN IN GvaZER AT. AOHSHt 
•< TO THE TREATY MADE IN THE TIME OF B'ALACEE' 
ROW,* AND ASK NOTHING EtSE.” f 

** Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and returned to his 
“ camp. On the i6th, at noon, Mr. Farmer returned, 
*' and told Sclndia, Thai be bad brought a blank paper^ 
**^gtted and fealed, lohicb the Mwrratta Chiefs might Jill 
“ they pleafid. Scindia told the Minifters, That al- 
** though they had it in their power to t^ke any demands 
** they pkafed^ it would not be advifeable w do it at this 
“ Hme ; for our making large demands would only few re- 
fentmnt in their hearts, and we b<'d, better demand 
cn^ what is necejfary. Let Roganau few he with us, 
“ and the treaty between us and thi EngUJh will be ad- 
“ bered to. Let Salfette, ejid the Pirgunnahs in Cuzzerat, 
“ be given back to us. Let the Bengal army return back. 

For the reft, let as aft with them, as is fiipulated in 
“ the treaty with Balagee-row. the jewels mortgaged by 
** Roganaut-row be reftored, and notbir^ demanded for them. 
** Letalltbefe articles be wrote out on the paper they have 
**fenti which was accordingly done. Mr. farmer, 
“ and Lieutenant Stewart, were left as hoftages for" 
“ the ratification and punftual performance of the con- 
** ditions ftipulated in the capitulation and treaty. — 
“ On the 17th, the treaty was returned to the Mar- 
** r^tta camp, written in Perfian, Marratta, and Eng* 
lifli, fealed with the Company's feal, and figned bjr 
** Mr. Carnac, and four officers. After this, the Mar- 
” ratta furdars fent them viftuais, which they needed 
much. The Englilh marched out, efcorted by 2000 
** Marratta horfe, but Roganaut*row, not finding t 
** lucky hour, did not go to the Marratta camp, out 
will go afttr twelve o’clock to-morrow.” 

** Alas 4 ilas! how fallen! how fullied!” 

Aftef 

• This treaty wainailciaSei^itEaiber, 1761.- 
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Afrer exhibiting fuch diftingui(hed marks of the tno- 
derat •Tin of the Marratta Regency, on anoccafion fore- 
mark iblv f tvoiirable io their views and gratifications, it 
w'<ut ' be unjulV not to transfix to honoorabie and equi- 
tab’e an impreflion, bv a reference to two letters from 
Siccarum . unriit, Miniib r of the Marratta Sovereignty, 
to Mr. Hallii'gs in hi- higheft capacity of Governor 
General, received tn Calcut a the yth and lath Decem- 
ber, ly-’S } t'^ artber with an extr..£f to the fame efiFe&, 
from Mo dajcj B 'ofla. the Rajah of Berar. Thefe 
comnuintcaiions, which a e impregnated with the nobleft 
qualiiic- w^u:h ihc human mind is capable of entertain- 
ing. are pla^tctin the Appendix under A. No. 5, 5 , 
and 7. 

• 

On this day, Mr. Francis,* finding no propofition 
made l)y :hc (iovernor, moved, that orders be fenl 
m General Stibbert, to put him on his guard, and to 
hold the troops Rationed in Robilcund, and inOude, in 
readinels to march. The motioawas oppoled by the 
Governor and Vlr. Harwell, as unneceOary and unfea- 
fonable. The Governor laid, btvnfiitAU bainothean 
“ mait." Yft in the end it was agreed to, with an 
amendment propoled by Mr. Harwell, which carried the 
prii.cipic of .he moMon mu<-h farther than Mr. Francil 
intended : i. t. “ That the two brigades fieuU be imm- 
diakly aJfembUd and eniampd” Me. Francis Rated the 
evident contradiction contained in the arguments uled 
by the majority, and therefore oppofeo the motion. 

March i. Letters of the 7th of February, from Ma- 
drs.s, and of the 26th of January, from CoIohelGod* 
dard, were laid before the Council. That from Ma- 
dras had the fignaturc of Sir Eyre Coote, with thofc 
of the eftablifoed Prefidenry, which Rated, in Rrqng 
terms, the fatal ronfeqUences likely to attend the difaRers 

Foonah, particularly to the Government of Madra.s. 
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They fay, * ^iat iy m iU timed and tmfcrtmuUe tmer- 
*prize^ tht reputation of our arms is fuBiedl and the 
'• friendjhip of the prtniipal Indian States, hazarded, or 

* hft for ever •, and that too, at a period whn toe are en- 

* gaged in a war, which cads for the exertion of alt our 

* force, and the good will of erjery Jlate in aliianc., wtih usd 
In |he eonclufion they rfcommended, ‘ to dtrtU the 

* retreat of Colonel Goddard through Berar, towards the 

* cot^ of Orixa, and the northern Circarsd 

'i 

By Colonel Goddard’s letter it appeared, that he way 
uninformed of the event at Poonah •, he inclofed a let- 
ter of the I tth January, from Gcncr;'' Carnac and Co- 
lonel Egerton, in which they advife l iin to proceed ei- 
ther toBaroach or Surat, or to remain on the borders 
of Berar i but do not .advife him to advance towards 
Poonah. 

This advice difeovers, that thefc Gentlemen found 
out their miftakc before the firft aftion with the Marratta 
army.-— And concluded, that if Colonel Goddard conti- 
nued his march towards Poonah, his army would be cut 
off or forced to furrender at diferetion. He wifely and 
happily followed the very fcalonablc advice thus given 
to him. Himfeif was of opinion, that a profpedl of be- 
ing able to efleft the revolution in favour of Roganaut- 
row, thcmfelves, was the motive for exprefllng io little 
anxiety about the arrival of his detachment. The Go- 
vernor, without propofing any iriftrudlions for Colonel 
Goddard, moved, ‘ That General Stibbert Jhould be or- 

* dered to fend the firfi brigade acrofs (iv Jumna, and 

* to enfomp it on the other filed Mr Francis expreffiKl 
at once, his fenfe of the meafurc, but dehred that the 
further con(i.1eratton of ir might be put off till the next 
yarning. T his was confented to by the Governor, on 
condition that he might bii allowed an opportunity of 

ponlldcring Mr. Francis’s objedUous to the motion, be^ 

'• 
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fore ^ey were brought into debate at the Board. Mir 
Wheler and Mr. Francis concurring in opinion, drew 
pp their reafons in the form of a joint proteft, which 
(hey Tent next morning to the Governor, before the 
meeting of Council. 

March a. The next day Mr. Ballings began with 
declaring, ' That he had not read the joint preteji^ am) 
delivered in a mjnute retrafling that of yefterday. 
When this bufwfs was over, and no propolitions made 
hf the Governor, Mr. Francis moved, ‘ That orders he 
‘/ffli to Colonel Goddard, ta retire to Berar, and- film 

* tbenee toward lie coafi of Orixa, and the Cbicadk Cir-> 

‘ car I fuppofmg alwt^s that theje orders were to reach him 

* before he quittidloisjlatm on the Narbudda,' The mo* 
tion was ordered to lie* for confidcration. 

0 

In a debate on the 4th March, upon Mr, Francis’s 
motion of the ad, it was reje&edby the ufual pia^oilty. 
The difeufled fubjefts will throw *aadidona} lights upon* 
the political views and principles of Mr. Haftings. He 
objefled to the motion for two reafons. ill < Beca^f$ 

* be thought it frobabk that Colonel Goddard had refimei 

* the negociatien with Moodajee Beojla. 2d. Becai^ iho 

‘ route through the dominions of the Nizeutf 

* who, it is not to be expeHtd, .wouid confent to their pafi 
*fage, nor was this a time to furmfi him with a pretext 

* for open bofi'dities e^ainft us.' ibt the negociatipiiv 
which Colonel Goddard is ^ppofed to have refumeth, 
and which Mr. Bailings thinks it unlafe to interrupt|. 
has the invafion of the Nizam’s dominions for one of 
itt principal ob)e&.' Did not the fame reafons apply, 
more drongly and .direflly, to the march of the dt.ni!b 
detachment through the Marratta dominions It will 
imbearfirom the Governor’s minute, that conqueft and 

' Ih 

* The nun^tei on both fidei deferve the tttendon tf the Connof 
Pire^ori. 
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*3ft€nfpf (jpminion, were held opt as his profelTed and 
avowed objeds, and that Mr. Francis’s endeavouring to 
confine the Company’s arm.? within their own adual 

S ilfeiTions, is cdnftrued as preferibing narrow iir|)its to 
eir Government. 

On the 8th of March, Mr. Francis recorded a copi- 
prchcnfivc and judicious minute, in reply to the objec- 
tions made to his motion, and in retutation of the gene- 
ra] dodrine advanced and maintained bvMr.Hiiilin^: — 
the 4th paragraph of which is to the following purpofe: 

‘ that tht Smi(s he vtoeddptefirihe to (pe Britifi Empire 
* itt JiiMay is wide enough to gnjwer e.eiy wife md profit- 
* able purpo/f. fhat their arm bouhi he employed in fetur- 
* /ay what they bad acquired. \hat alt their acquifilions 
♦ mty he ioji, by endeavouring to extend tbm. ‘that if op. 
‘ pjite p^axipis are recetmen^d as a wifer policy they are 
* not footed by the example of Great Britain, That the 
d^east dependeneits of Great Britain originated in a fpiiit 
s of Commeree and Colonization. And, that tkngh their 
a fiee’s atfed with honour in the moft ditlant quarters of the 
* the fuccejs of naval enterprizes p:ove.d nothing m 
* favour of expeditions by land tnto the hearts of countries 
* hqfiHe and unknown.' * 

' Mr. Francis conceiving from indired expreflions, 
which the Gvjvernof had uttered, that the weight of his 
objedioB lay to the movement of the detachment into 
the Chicacolc province, propofed again, that it might 
be ordered into Berar. But he was miftaken ; it iqet 
the fame fate. ' But whether the aiguments ufed agaiiif^; 
the fecond motion can be reconciled to thofe which were 
employed againft the firil;, may deferve the confederation 

'of 

' t Tkt latter part ooncening Britahi, alludes te OblerradoBs and 
jConparifons in Mr. HailiD||t's minute. 
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df ifie Coprt of Diredors, who hm thiii) at lai^e upoh 
their records. In this place, however, it miy be mat^ 
rial to obferve, that Ibppofing any future turn of events^ 
fhouid, in the eyes of thofe who judge only by events, 
render it a fortunate circuinftance, that Colonel God* 
dard lliould have proceeded to Suratv Mi*. HafEings wilt 
have no merit from that meaiure, or from any t^vanta* 
geous confequence which may attend it, unM it Itti 
been demonftrated beyond the power of doubt, that its 
objeft was diametrically oppofite to fuch an Idea. And 
in this da;'*s detnte Mr. Hallings exprefsly faid, Thai 
he voijb 'd equiin^-witb Mr, Francis^ for the return of thi 
“ detachment to aefSr^ and emalfy dreaded to bear 6f Hi 
** proceeding to the, other coafi. in the fame debate he 
oblerved, “ that theplSg for rejloring Roganaut-row httv- 
in£ fati‘d. Colonel Goddard was under exprefs orders, * on 
“ receiving advice of fuch conclujion io recur to bis negotin^ 
“ lions 'With 'Moodajee Boejla, which necejfmfy ana uiuh 
“ voidah'y implied bis return to BerarV Are thefe dailc 
myiteriuus tranladtions conliUeht with Mr. Haftings'i 
public duty ? Or, aic they either honourable or poll* 
ticai i 

It will hereafter appear, that Colonel Goddard re» 
ccived thanks and rewards for taking that very ftep, 
which, according to Mr Haliing'.’s pref'nc declaration^ 
muit be contrary to his eteprefs orders-, .adm'itciiyg that he 
was joltified by the neectfity of his fituaiion, in pro- 
ceeuing, by forced marches, to Surat, as loon as he had 
heard ot the defeat near Fooriah, Mr Bailings tiais clear- 
ly no Ih ire In the merit of that refofutiori, or in any good 
conlequenccs tnat might have attended it, dteordr* 
“ f«^ to his exprfs ordersi Cilotkl Godaatd ought to have 
“ tefumed to Berat,” 

La March 

* Thefe Wen! private oiden; withoui did knowledge ttCoaoitf'- 
mfeofdteBoara; 
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March la A ktter from Colonel Goddard* d'ated 
the 5tb of iPebruary, from Brahmporc, annoubcing his 
pVirpofe of marching Ihe next day towards Surat» incen- 
efijrdtri he had received from tlie $cle<^ Cp.m- 
mluee of Bombay, was laid before the fioard. By the 
l^tef of the Bombay Committee, dated aid January, he 
is. informed that they arc not at liberty to give him any 
pfecife information as to the reafons of the return of 
their army, or the probable confequenccs df it. In 
purfuance of his fefolution Colonel Goddard moved on 
with his detachment, and arrived at Surd: about the 26th 
of February, having not feen an enemy, nor met with 
oppofition whatfoever in the r”ufch from Bfahm- 
pore. — Had the army been commanded by a min of 
left bravery and activity, the chances v/erc a liundred 
to ope againft the fucceft of the expedition. The Mar- 
rattas called in all their troops to oppofe the Bombay 
armyi. and the treaty made with Mr. Carnac lulled them 
into a fecurity, until it was difavowed in Bombay *, and 
in the mean time, Colonel Goddard preBcd his march, 
and efcaped. 

« 

The Remarker having, in the preceding detail, en- 
deavoured to, Ihcw the origin, principle, and progrefs 

the Marratia war, which cannot fail to lead the mind 
td underftand its probable confequenccs on the difpo* 
ficions of the native powers in India againft the Britilh 
namCi he thinks it lefs nece^ry to puriue the fame pre- 
cidon in the few obfervations that are to follow, in rela- 
tion to dates and trivial difcuillons, while he adheres with 
confidence to teal fa^, in narrating ^e leading prin- 
ci^esof ^ion. 

Mr. Francis, by minute on the 1 5th March, exprefled 
a concern and iurprife, at not having heard from the 
P/efidency.of Bombay, concerning the defeat their 
Iripy* the xature, of the terms ftipuUwd with the ro- 

genc 



geA^fif BooBah, and tlvnf fanltli* <tetimli9f^ib0.' ^ 
iofinuaced an apprehenfioo, that r^uttdtoan d^ieiw^ 
approaching to d^pair, and having nothing more to lofi^ 
they may be impelled' by a fertility, tthkh'neecffiif f| 
too ready to ehsrender, to renew the war ft all hizaedii’ 
That paft (Experience had aSbrded too much reafon 09* 
juftiiy that Mptcion, and (herefote, in order lo prevend 
the 'probability of fuch injudicioas ahd dan^enMis 'iRea'>^ 
fares, he movedi ; f ,i. 

** ^batakti^ bt miftmto 

ef Bmb^t t^xpejs the concern and fiofrife 
** at. .the pofoun^ j%fnce tb^ base tbftrved to the 
** ^mmiftratioit, on the late operations and Meat 
** tfrep, and to ^ohibitjhem in the mofi petifi aid 
“ Hrriaj, and as they will anfwer the contrary at 'tbeir pieirU^ 
from commencing or renewing heplities agoing tbcMdrrdP 
“ tas, or at^ ether Indian pinces or powers^ except in thWt' 
own immediate defence, without our cenfent and’itpprd- 
“ batim, firfi bad and obtained.” 

This motion was negatived by Mr. HaftingsandMr.' 
Barwell. And certain it is, that nothing can Ihew the 
jpirit of oppofition, and its fatal influence* over evdry 
principle of reafon, policy, and concern for the Compa- 
ny’s intcreft in general, than the ver^ loofe and frivoious 
rcaions op()orccT to this motion, without di fa vowing the 
expediency, and even acknowledging the^ropriety t^tt. 

On the 17th of March a letter was received flom the 
Prefidency of Bombay, dated the jd February,-inttii«- 
ting the tailure of the expedition againft Poonah, by 
the defeat of their army, and that they did not think 
themi'elves obligated by the conditions of the tmatyj 
but that they had intentions to enter 
with the ^larnttasi^aad had, 
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.Codclard*s 4 etachment u> march to Stirat, iofiead of 
0^109 to Sombaf. 

Mr. Wheler made a long and lenfible minute^ expo* 
iifigt without exaggeration, the critical, but above all, 
the ruinous and expenlive ftate and pofuion of the Com* 
pany’a affairs in India, and earoeftly recoroinended the 
means of procuring peace, at any rate, in fme of the 
quarters, where they are threatened with hoftilicy. 

April 5, Sir Eyre Coote having thi# day taken his 
feat it the Supreme Board. In confeqwnce of a recun* 
ciliation, and a proper underftandir ^^hich had been 
effi^ed between him and the Governor, the latter in* 
trodoced an elaborate minute, complimentary of the 
former. And then, after dating the difgrace of the 
Bombay army, and the nature of the treaty, made on 
the field of battle, by perfons unauihorifed to fubferibe 
to fuch conditions, and without a knowledge of the 
want of that authority in thole who exafied it, be pro* 
pofed the following cenjedures to the confideration of 
the Board, as a ground to raifc real propofitions upon. 

ift, That the Marrattas ought to be fatisHed with 

the poiTelEon of Koganaut-row, and to rclinquilh the 
*' other terms of the capitulation.” * 

2d, " That if the Marrattas have infifted on the con* 

** ditions, that it is probable the Selcft Committee have 
** refuled compliance, and called upon Colonel God* 

** dard to hid them in continuing the war.” 


3d, “ That 

* Hiis finoti SBOteof die ftyk of a etnjutrtr, than die etmqiut^ 
tii confeqaeiitiy it ma bt thought Ibinewlut indelicate and un* 
Ai^onable, couMbring oieexiitaie anderation oftfaertof reayMrVr// 
•B the lyth tad idA Jaamuy, 
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3d, ** MirritW, knowing tl» inviliditf dC 

the aft, hadcvafion in contemplation, in order tore- 
new the w^r when they ihoold be able to prdecutO it 
** with furer cfeft, with cite affidanceof thcFieoch from 

*' MiUntiiu. 

4th, ** That the divifions of the Mamittas harv been 
but fuperficialiy covered, and not healed. That the 
“ return of Roganaut-row may excite fieih commotiona 
amopgfl: them. 1 hat he iees no chance recovering 
“ Rog n;ur-ro«A; but, on the contrary, that be U - 
“ tt u- for ever, Jiihough it tnay be no great lofs to ibu ' 
“ t-x.cpt by legivtrihg'thcwound'whichthcBrltrfhae- 
I It l.as l eceivcit in the manner of his fep»Mm fnmi 
« us.” * ^ 

5th, “ That the conduft of Moodajee Boofla, fihcft 
hi: k' owleclge of this event, maniteits the impreflion 
vihich It hath generally made on the minds of the peo- 
“ I le of Hi: coflan. And they believe that any wep 
*'■ which we Ciuid fend againit them would prove une- 
qua! to their tuperioyity of numbers, and the rapid 
“ movements of their cavalry.” f 

Upon thefe conjeftured principles he t^Sered thefida. 
lowing propofitions, viz. 

V « 

id. “ That Colonel Goddard be inveded with poww 
“ ers, as roinider, to repreient this government at the 
court ot Foonah, for the renewal or confirmation of 
the treaty of Foorunder, to relinquidi the late conven- 
tioi), and not to admit French forces into their do- 
minions^’ 

V 

* Hus «oajed|tie wascakalated mtiielyibcieiiciniig 
datioa mth Mooiujee BapAa. 

f Attfiil motives to Bimahte a dangeroiu eaenibn in dw war 

aninft theMamuus, even at the haaaid of leaving ^ Juanioiu 
ar Bengal, Bahar, aad Oihn, deftitnte and dcfeacel^ 
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or to make cftablilhaieiite on their coafb, 
*< Apd .that the pheroative ihall amount to a declar^f* 
** tion of war. (With a draught, No. i.) 

ad, That the firft brigade, already ordered to if 
♦* convenient ftation for cr fling the Jumna, be fup- 
plied with ordoance, ammumtion, and ftores fit tor 
♦‘thcfcfvice. 

jd* “ That Major Camac be ordered back to Co- 
f*.rumhat or to Ibmc other convenient' iiation, within, 
** .di;,Qcar< to our < borders, and fuppli^ with ammuni- 
*‘„tio^ .fisc. 

* ‘4th. ‘‘ That Sir Eyre Coot^ be requefted to iflue 
** the necefiary orders tor carrying the preceding refo- 
t*,|^iosa intooxecutiop. 

jtlv , •• That a letter be written to the Paifhwa and 
V,lv^ ^inifters,.on the fubjcA of Colonel Goddard^s 
<VjCii^iupi^n> (With a draught, No. a.) 

r. 

' <th. ‘‘ That a letter be written to Moodajee Boofla; 
« (With a draught, No. 3.) 

7th. “ That a letter be written to the Prefidency bf 
“ Bombay, advifing of Colonel Goddard's commiffion, 
“.requinngiCtmformiiy from them, and to prepare for 
f.vier^ic)i, whether omnfive or defenfive, to virtue of 
M explicU.and poTuive orders from hence. 

** That a letter be fent to the Prefidency of 
“ l^adrat* informing them of oUr defigns. And in 
cafe of fuccefs againft Mah^ the forces to remain 
at^TelB^err]^ uv ^prdlif to be teadj^ \o 
move, on appUation, to join the at Bpiht>£y.** 
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Aliliough t!ie conjcftiires which lead to thcfe propo- 
fitionsi ape liable to animadverfion» a* well as the pro- 
pofiti(«ns ihtmfcivesj yet as the gcncl'ality of them, 
liavc alfo an apparent tendcrtcy to bring forth an ac- 
commdflation with the Marrattas, it Will be treated 
with the fame degree of indulgence which it received 
from Mr. Haftings*s conftant opponents on that fub* 
ieA, referring rb the evident fpirit difguifed in the ift, 
3d, 4th, and 5th conjecbures, and in the iK and 6tli 
propofitions. Letters and authorities founded in ge< 
neral upop thef(| prOpofitions, were refolved. 

Letters froth ,^*’e PrefidenCy of fiombay, and front 
Colonel Kgertorf, having thrown' new lights on many 
tranfaftions, bofare, ^t, and after the expedition from 
thence to Poonah, it appeared, jhat the m jority of the 
Scledf Committee are reprchenfible in tlie liigheft dc- 
gfce< in undertaking fo important a meafure without 
previoully adjufting terms with Roganant-row’s adher- 
ents } Jn not availing themfclvcs of the power they had 
veiled in them ovet the Bengal detachment, to co-ope- 
rate with their own army ; in not arriving at a clearer 
knowledge of the true date of the Poonah Durbar, be- 
fore they finally refolved upon adtud aftioa; in the 
wilful violation of the Company’s pofitive orders; by 
the appointment of civil deputies to condud military 
operations in the field 5 in invefting civilians with pow- 
ers incompatible w'tth military fcrvtce, and fubverfivc 
of that degree of fubotdinariun, which alone can fccurc 
a profpect of I'uccefs ; in the enormous quantity of bag- 
gage and cattle, fo prcpofteroully inconfiller.t With the 
diftance, and number of troops j In the violation of a 
convention and capitulation, having, by their own ad 
and invcriiiure in the Field Committee, riven the moft 
R>Iemn ratification which the whote board of the Seled 
Committee, and the Company’s public and corporate 
could give} regardlefs, alfo, of the critical fiiua- 
M tion 
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tion of two gentlemen, who freely yielded themfelve> 
as hoftages, coniidmg in the facred faith of the Com- 
pany } and the ungenerous manner in which Colonel 
Egcrion and Colonel Cockburn were circumvented, 
under fpecious and.falfe pretences, to refign the com- 
mand of the Bombay army in garrifon. 

The proceedings on thefe fubjefts are voluminous, 
arid therefore would be tedious. However, as nothing 
can lead to a clearer knowledge of the fads, and the 
original, as well as the exifting principles and views of 
the ruling parties, than fome of thefe [rroceedings at 
both Boards, they fhall be feleded that purpofe, 
and the narrative continued by > .crads from them, 
during the difcuflion of thefe points, with only occa* 
fional remarks. 

Extras from a letter from the SeleS Committee of Bom- 
bay, to the Secret Committee of the Court of Diredors, 
27/i& March, 1779. 

Par. 17. ‘ From the very general information the 

* Governor General and Council gave in of their pro- 
‘ jeded alliance wiih Moodajee Boofla, we could not 

* form any judgment in what manner this Prefidcncy 

* might be affeded thereby, nor did it ftrike us, that we 

* could receive cither injury or benefit from the Rajah 

* of Berar, unleis he ihuuid ailert his claim to the Ka- 

* jafliip of the Marratta empire, to which he had fome 

* pretenfions, and reftorc the antient form of the Mar- 

* ratta government. We did not pretend to judge, 

* what advantage a connedion with him might afford 
‘ to your Bengal province, to which his country is con- 
‘ tiguous i but f) far as we might venture an opinion, 

* wc conceived them fo little liable to danger, that an. 

* alliance wuli Mo»)dajei* Boolk merely for their iccu- 

* rity, fu far as he could contribute to it, winch ap- 

* peared 



‘ pearcd by their letter to be the objefl: of Mr. Elliot’s 

* deputation, did not feem to be a confideration cqui- 
‘ vaient to the injury your general intereft would luf- 

tain, were we to tbrego the plan rciblved on the z id 

‘ July. 

‘ Had we been apprized in lime that the negociation 
‘ with Moodajec Boiifla, was to afieft the operations of 

* the Bengal detachment, or that in the intended alii. 

‘ ance with him, was comprehended a plan, to fupply 
‘ the place of ‘he one originally recommended by us, 

‘ and to anfwcr the fame purpofe, we certainly would 
‘ not have proKCirtcd our plan- for the reftoration of 
‘Ragoba;* anil thereby have avoided the confuBon 
‘ inieparable from a cbmplicated feheme, when fo great 
‘ a diftance lay between the parties. Bur we appeal to 
‘ you, whether from the letters from Bengal of the 17th 
‘ Augull: and 1 fch of Oftober, we had any reafon to 
‘ entertain fuch an idea of the negociation with Moo- 
‘ dajee Booda. On the contrary, in the lafl: of thefe 
‘ letters, the Governor General, and Council, after they 
‘ knew of the reftraint laid on Moraba, and the mem- 
‘ bers of his party, (adherents of Roganaut-row) gave 
‘ us reafon to conclude, thal th^ Jlill depended upon ut 

for the accomplijhment of thofe grand chjcMs we hath had 
in view,f by their giving up the controul over Colo- 
nel Goddard’s detachment, whether the plan formed 
in July exilfed, or whether we had formed any other 
for the fame ends, confiflently with the terms they 
had prefented for their affent.’ 

The preceding paragraph was accompanied by the 
minutes of Council, of which the following are lele&« 
ed, as peculiarly adapted to the prefent occafion : 

M 2 Minute 

* Ragoba and Roganaut-row, is one and the fame perfon. 
t The words of the Bengal letter. 
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Minute of Governor Hornby, 19th Feb. 1779. 

‘ Tlic fehemes of the Governor General and Council, 

* with regard to the Rajah of I’crar, being yet unknown 

* to usi, it is impolTiblc to found any mealure on them. * 

* Yet, 1 cannot help now obllrving, that if, as has been 

* conjeftuicd, the gentlen.cn at that Prcfidcncy have 

* entertained thc<ug'.us of icftoiing in his perfon, the 

* ancient Rajah govcrnm.nt, tlie attempt feems likely 

* to be attended with no Imali difficulty. J'he powers 
‘who arc now in [lolTcffjon oJ'ihc Paifliwa domains, 

* together with all the Jagh.re-dar.s. ho'^.Tver diliinited 
‘ among themlclves, would ptubable ^vneur in oppo- 
‘ fing Mood.jee ; who, froii /very thing I have 
‘ been able to leji n, has for fonit time ‘pall; taken no 

* part in the Wellcrn broils, nor appears to have any 
‘ party among the leadirg men in this part of the em- 
‘ pife.* And 1 wovild wilh to fubmit to the Governor 
‘ General and Council, whether it might not better 

* anfwer our view.', by lupportmg a formidable Chief, 

* like Moodaj'C Siindia, who has already acquired the 

* adual poirc(li'>n of the Pailbwa domains, which are 
‘ the authority of the ofllce, who is backed with the 
‘ rtfources of his own Jaghirc, and has the perlon of 
‘ Koganaut row at his difpolal, to give a colour ol law- 


* ]t M<»CKl.ijce Boofla had adurilly fucceedod. lie is a very old 
aiid iniiioi man, loritriiij; upon tin; \n^c of etcniii/ — Lan, or 
cculd Mr. Wailings ir.fuic the future conli’inuiy of alliance and cor- 
oi a Utip.. vd lu:Ceiloi>, uhen wdllv'wing in power and 
\v .liih, to the v’empain : Au* there not recent inihrires to the 
contr.'^ry lu tier) j a t of inciai* Might it no:, as himfclf laid on 
a late occa.ion, piv-\c dangerous to the iccurity of the Company, to 
ur»te iuih great pel!, .'-lu of courfc inch wealth and jower, 
in an) one nclghhouring IhiU" ; and would if not be highly impoli- 
tic, to uni.g Lx very prnu'rfii! a neighbour on the larders of the 
Company’s principal territories ;n i^engal, as the dominion of Bp' 
xar wouid then be in the lull pciiclhon of the Marratta power 4iid 
empire. 
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ful authority to that he has aiTumed, than by attempt* 

‘ ing to model the whole ftatc a-new, and to place the 

* rule of it in hands of our own chufing •, a labour, that 

* is perhaps top arduous, and the fuccels certainly du> 

‘ bious.’ 

The Governor of Bombay fubjoined to his declara* 
tion the following Bate of arrangements at Poonah : 

‘ Moodajee Scindia in every change has appeared 
fupreme. 

I ft. ‘ Madart^v Narrain, Pailhwa; 

ad. ‘ Savagfee-row*j[Ragoba*s Son) Naib. 

3d. * Scindia and Holker, to aft for Savagee-row, . 

4th. ‘ Ragoba, to relinquilh the government, have 
a Jaghire, and rcfide at Jafli. 

5th. ‘ Nana Furnefe and Sacaram, to conduft the 
government as Minifters, and tp derive their authority 
from Scindia and Holker.' 

This fcttlcment was pafled in writing,— ‘All the Mar- 
ratta officers were alTembled, and told, that this mull: 
be looked upon and regarded as.a coaclufive fettle- 
menr, and any attempt to oppofe it, would be confider- 
cd as treachery againft the (fate. The ufual rejoicings 
on fuch occafions were obferved; 

Governor Hornby, by minute of 30 March, 1779, 
urges the fame language as in the Letter to the Court 
of Direftors of the 27th inft. and his laft recited minute 
of 19th February, with refpeft to the proceedings of 
the Supreme Council.— And that Mr. Euiot would have 

had 
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bad to encounter very great difficulties and obftacles In 
the negociation with which he was cntrulted,- in order 
to rei opcile the meafures already adopted at Bombay, 
with the hearty approbation and concurrence of the Su- 
prCKK Council, to the other oppofue tn«fures of the 
buprtme Council, at one and the fame time. 


Mr. Draper, the 31! in the Bombay Councils, upon 
more wile and accurate principles, declared, “ that he 
“ had no opinion of fucceeoitig in any permanent alli- 
“ ance with Moodajee .Scindia, from the temporary na- 
“ tore of his prcicnt power. And he recommended, 
“ in preference to all others, a dtreft.knd proper ar- 
“ ranRcmeiu with the Marratta Sta* 


Mr. Hornby obferved further,''** that the Governor- 
“ General and Council probably thought, that thecom- 
** fnunication of another feheme, while that in favour 
“ of Roganaut-row was under confideration, miglit ferve 
♦* only to embarrals and produce a diffidence in the Bom- 
“ bay Councils, which might impede the profecuiion of 
“ their own mcalurcs with the nccclTary degree of con-. 
“ fidence and vigour,’* f 

On the flrme day, Mr. Hornby recorded another mi- 
mite, which claims fingular attention for the general 
propriety of the lentiments which it inforces. — Indeed, 
It proves, that in confeniingto the difgraceful expedition 
under field-deputies, he erred only in judgment. The 
following paffages are literal extracts from it : 

“ The 


* This minute merits the attention of ihc Court of Direftors. 

f 1 he.'e conjeftures are furcly not ferious : — They carry a llronf 
appearance of irony, however confillent with the condufl of Mr, 
HaiUngs, in not communicating his views in favour of Moodajee 
Bou;u!, CO ilie Frefi ency of Bombay, the feryants of the fame Com* 
|iMy, co-operating in the fame aufe. 
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“ The Bengal detachment muft alreatty have cofl: an . 
“ immenfe fum, and its expenccs iivhile it rcniains here* 
“ is moie than, equal to the ful’ amount of all our pfe- 
“ fent rcvenue« Colonel Godda'd has hitherto fup- , 
“ plied himfelfwith the fums nec ffary for ilie payment 
“ of the troops, by drafts cn Bmgal ; but this is a re- 
“ fource that cannot be depe deJ on for longer than 
“ eight or ten lacks more at larth''!!'. — The Colonel has 
“ likewife already exprciT-d his a x. ay. with regard to, 
“ the burthen his expences nuy p ore to the Bengal 
“ treafury ; and indeed, if we confider the inacated 
“ military and naval odablilhments of that PicGdcncy, 
“ on account of |jie war with France, and the demands 
*• whxli probabry have been already made on the. Go- 
' verr.or General ^ind Council by the Gcntlemf n of Ma« 
'■ Ural's, whofe diftrefsTor money has, as we Itave un- 
derftood, been the caufe of their delaying fo long, to 
‘‘ carry into execution the projecled expedition agamic 
«* Mahe. We mud confider it as highly probable, that 
our hopes of lupplies of cafh from Bengal may fail 
“ us.— In 1776, when the Governor General and Coun- 
“ cil propol'cd fopporting us in a war with the Marratta 
“ Minifters, on a prolped of Colonel Upton’s negoci- 
“ ations proving incfFeftual, they adviled us, that they 
“ had relolved to fupply ii.s with ten lacks, winch fum 
“ feemed all they could allow us ro depend upon, — 
“ For they infilled tha; it Ihould be referved for the 
“•purpofes of the war only, * and even ordered a fepa- 
rate account of it, that they might be fatisfied it was 
“ applied to no other. — f this was the cafe at that time, 
“ how much lower rrmfl our expeftations b.; at this* 
“ when their own occafions, as well as the expenues of 

“ ii;c 


• This prudent oeconomical fyftcin, fubfiflcd only during the r.u- 
nority of Mr. Hafiin^s. The application of Mr. Hornby 
ticaiJy fcafonable, had not Mr. Haftings aded and dioughi from 
p'- nciplcs dUmetrically oppofite. The reproach was feverc and juii , 
a'. 'i confers honour on the author. 
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the Prefidency of Madras, muftjbe cncreafcd tnurh 
“ beyond what we can venture even to guefi at. By 
** the moft exad eftimate 1 have been able to make, I 
“judge that between this time and the of Ofkobcr 
“ next (feven months) we (hall have occbfjon for about 
“ fifty lacks, and all our rcfources together do not af- 
** ford us a prolpedt of more than zo lacks ; great part 
“ of the laft depending on the clearing of purchafers 
“ goods from our warchoule, and on revenues, a con- 
“ fiderable part of which i.s lo be received in kind, will 
“ be apt to fall fliort of the clliniate, while our expen- 
“ CCS are likely to exceed, rather tiian prove Icfs than 
“ they arc rated at. — We might, indeed, by putting a 
“ total ftop to our inveftments, apt ’y about lour lacks 
“ appropriated for the purchafe of j i-pptr, and the com* 
“ piction of the China Ihips cargo, to defray our ordi- 

nary expences ; but befidcs the inadequate proportion 
“ of this fupply to our wants, the remainder will, 1 be- 
“ lievc, be thought very defperatc.” 

“ Another very alarming circumftance calls for our 
“ confidcration. Colonel Goddard informs us, that one 
“ half of his Sepoys have refufed to receive their pay 
“ for the month of January, unlcl's that for the month 
“ of February is at the fame time difeharged j and 
“ he feems to think that this has proceeded from a dif- 
“ pofition among the men to return home, if they could 
“ furnifli thcmfclves with monej enough to bear their 
“ charges to their own Country. — It is true, Colonel 
** Goddard is of opinion, that he lhall be able to put a 
“ ftop to this fpirit, on his return to the camp i but 
« we have every reafon to fear the increafe of it, Ihould 
“ the troops remain longer unengaged in fervice, which 
“ might divert them from fuch thoughts.” 

“ Whatever our di/Hcultiefi may be from the increafe 
“ of our expences, and the necefiity of providing for the 

“ pun^ual 



( 97 ) 

pundual^ytbent of our troppsi yet the defence of 
the fctclemeiu ablbluteiy requires, that weihould End 
“ ii'icans of keepyig up our prefent force,, while things 
“ remain in th(^ate they now are with the Marratta^, 
‘‘ and while the war with France continues. The only 
“ way in which this can bctfFtftrd is, by fecuring fuch 
“ a revenue under our own colleftion, as may be nearly 
“ anfwerablc to our expences 5 * and it is abfolutely nc- 
“ ceflary to think of taking fuch mcafures for this put* 
“ pofe, before the d.ftrefs we fbrefee arrives at fuch t 
“ height, as to render our elForti ineffeSual. — By tbes 
“ month of Oftober our finances will be Utterly ex* 
“ haufted i the futf amount procured from Bengal ta- 
“ ken up, and a^ jarge fum ftill due. In this ftate, 
“ fltould we have to lup[lort an united attack from the 
“ French and Marrattas, in v/hat condition (Itall wc then 
“ be to oppofc thrm ? — (Air bond-debt is already in- 
“ creafed near eight lacks. None of the money ex* 
“ pedted from Bengal to pay off that before confradled, 
“ is yet arrived } and to moft people here it feems in* 
“ crediblci that the fubfeription opened at Bengal for 
“ raifipg the fum neceifary, cannot be filled, or depca* 
“ dcncc had upon it for fupplics.*’ f 

“ l.et any one carry his view forward to the month of 
“ Odober next, and imagine what our fituation mult 
“ then be, if wc continue inactive until ihat timci and 
“ let him tell me, whether the moft Sofutccl^ful war 
N could 

f • This infatiable or ambitious idea,' it Is to be furpeiHet!, fporretl 
Mr. Hornby and his colleagues in council, to the unwurrantabla 
fttpport o^Roganaat-row, without weighing theflate of sffairt and 
' ^obable Gonfcqttences, with that wife deliberation wlirch became 
their Rations. 

t Here is an hooeft confeiHoa Of the decline of the Company't 
ci^dit in India, by one of th^ «}deR and moR fenfible memben dt 
thetr adminiRntion; ynt Mr. HaRings urged and RininUtcd th^ 
treSdeacy of Bombay, and the Supreme Coancii, to involve bit 
caa|Ioyers in this Uhyrimh ofdiRrefs and threatened deftra^n. 
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“ could be attended ‘with more ruinour .confcquenccs 
“ than we arc then to expeft, withou* the lofs of a fiii- 
“ glc battle, and in pofleifion flill tx|*every foot of land 
“ we at prefent hold. It will then bv.in vain to talk of 
“ waiting for orders, or afilftance of any fort from a- 
“ broad, when all our hopes .u home fail us, and the 
“ moment of providing for our necelTitics is part. The 
Poonah Durbar will foon find the terms of the con- 
“ vention, which they ftill infill on, will be every day 
“ lefs in our power to refufe. And we may depend that 
“ with fuch a claim on us, which they ftill keep up, they 
** mean to enforce it, whenever jhe opportunity may 
“ feem favourable. After a! iwirtg for ten lacks more 
** on Bengal, between this a. id next Oftober, which is 
to the full as much as v/t fhall find bills for, and I 
fear may be more than that government can conve- 
niently fpare us, we mult cxpefl to be atleaft 20 lacks 
more in debt, which is fo large a fum, that 1 have 
doubts whether we may be even able to borrow it. 
** But granting that money is ever fo plentiful, yet we 
“ have no funds to pay the intereft. And if once it is 
“ feen that the dreams of incxhaufliblc wealth from 
“ Bengal arc at an end, that our fupplies from thence 
“ are Hopped, and our cxpenccs more than double our 
“ annual revenue, our credit muft fail, and we mult 
fix a fhort day for the period of our ability to raife 
“ money by loans. • 'I lie Bengal troops which may 
“ now give vigour to our operations, by the time I 
“ allude to, may be quite uielefs for want of money to 
pay them. Or, if they were to have no caufc of dif- 
“ latisfaftion on this account, there is reafon to* fear 
“ their numbers will every day diminifh, by their go- 
“ ing off to their own country j for which they will 
“ naturally be growing more impatient the longer they 
“ are kept without employment.” 

The 

*. However dreadful the impending afpefl, reafon confirms it as a 
natural one. 
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The forgoing abftraft breathes fo much candour ia 
plain, unaftded terms, and exhibits a portrait of the 
Company’s afl^irs, under fuch high, diilinguifhing co* 
lours, that the raind cannot poflibly err in drawing juft 
conclufions, ar^well trom the predetermined mcalures 
which led to ir, as the imminent evils which the all- 
powerful hand of Providence can alone avert. 

Colonel Egerton, after fruitlefs endeavours and ex- 
poitulations in Bombay, appealed by letter dated the 
8th March, accompanying a circumftantial ftate of his 
cafe, to the Supreme Council} the nature of Colonel 
F.gcrton’s complajnt will appear in the minutes of Mr. 
Francis fo clearly; that it would be a work of fuperero- 
gation to abftrad them here -, but a ftriking palfage 
concerning the character of Ro^anaut-row, demands 
an indifpenfible place, viz. 

For this reafon, and becaufe I thought it conform- 
able to your diredions in muft reipedts, I contented 
to continue granting fupport to Ragoba, though 
much againft my own inclination, from a convidlion 
that a man blackened with the cummilTion of the moft 
atrocious crimes, would not prove an advantageous 
or honourable ally } and that no faith could be ex- 
pedted from his moft' folemn engagements. Howe- 
ver, notwithftanding thefe my rooted principles, the 
alTilhnce of the Company’s forces for condudting him 
to Poonah, could not at this time fate with-held, with- 
out a total fubverfion of the political fyftem, we had 
fo long ago embarked in.” 

It appears from thefe abftradts that Mr. Haflings per- 
fevered with unpardonable and inexcufable obftinacy in 
purfuing the plan of alliance with Moodajee BooiU, a- 
gainft every reafonable principle of found policy, and 
the force of clear convidion, in four material points.—* 
N z Fitft 
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Firft, had the negociation at Bcrar fuccceded, and been 
carried into eflfeft at Setterah, the meafure fJf rcftoring 
the antient Marratta government would only im- 
politic, but madnefs, threatening the fjftvrrlion of the 
Company *, and, in a general view, the 4 ibverfion all'o 
of all the native powers of India. — Secondly, the Go- 
vernor General having had a knowledge of the confine- 
ment of Morab.i, and the other Marratta chiefs who ad- 
hered to Roganaut-row, before the conliiltation of 12th 
Oftoher 1778, and the initruftions tranfmitifU to Bom- 
bay, in conftquence rhereot, the caule of Roganaut- 
row ceafed to wear any longer a propitious aiped, and 
ihould, in prudence, have her n abandoned upon terrr, 3 
of perfonal fecurity to him.— *1 hirdly 'having had a per- 
{e& knowledge of the infamy and pei/idiouihefs of Ro- 
ganaut-row, it was highly dilhdnourable to the Com- 
pany, dangerous to any confidence which might in fu- 
ture be repofed in him, and produftive of difguft and 
diffidence in the minds of all the Rates of Mindofian, 
that the Company's proteftion, friendlhip and arms, 
ihould be proftituted to the lervicc and exaltation of a 
man whofe vices, dyed in the blood of his own kindred, 
and indelibly ftamped with the fouleft treachery, had 
rendered peculiarly obnoxious and detefted throughout 
Afia.— And fourthly, having had a fixed objedi in his 
own head, and concealing it under falfe and fpecious 
pretences from Mr. Francis and Mr, Whcler at the Su- 
preme Board, and from the Seleft Committee in Bom- 
bay, he mifled and amufed the latter, and excited them 
to proceed to rxifemilies upon a falfe giound, and er- 
roneous principles, which candour, ingenuity, and fide- 
lity to his truft, muft have inevitably prevented, and by 
that means have preferved the honour of the Company’s 
arms ui.lullied, their reputation unimpcached, and their 
trealiires unc.xbau(led. ■ 


May 24, 
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Maf 24. The pofielTioD of jBombay tetters and dOr 
urumentsineceffarily comoisndra the interpofltion, and 
Ihould havy:ommanded the decifive judgments in cer> 
tain cafes, 0 % the Supreme Council of India.-~Mr. 
Haftings is j>dfieired ot abilities and perfpicuity which 
are too diftinguilhed not to difcover the miferable fitu* 
ation into which his ownmeafures had plunged the Cotn< 
pany, and it became therefore a political principle in 
hin) to endeavour, by an appearance of temper, mode* 
ration, and condefernfion, to footh and lull the quick 
difeerning faculties of thofe who bad Ileadily oppofed 
ms deftru^live plans from retorting the chief blame up* 

, on himfelf ; and by a fimilar management and addrefs, 
after loading thlij Prefidency of Bombay with bitter re* 
proaches and (qpfures on the Bengal minutes, to impofe 
filcnce on them for f&ar of more ferious difeoveries to^ 
his own difhonor, by writing' to themfeWes in a ftyle 
and language exprelfive only of confidence, bopes^, 
{concern, and fympathy. Having, to all appeanmcea 
thefe objeds in contemplation, on the 24th May he 
prefented a minute of enormous extenfion, with an 
elaborate preamble of afieded candour, exemplary 
moderation, and unufual condelcenfion { but, nowand 
then tindured with fadious and infidious infinuations, 
with refped to other members of the board. He pro* 
pofed various matters to the confideration of the board, 
arranged under twenty- two heads. On this occafion 
alfo, Mr. Hafiings reckoned without his hoft. The 
addition of Sir Eyre Coote to his fpreet, did not inti* 
midate, or even flacken, the determined perfevering 
exertions of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. 

After thus arranging fyfiematically the catalogue of 
matter fubmicted in the Bombay difpatches, Mr. Haft* 
ings, defirous of avoiding any ferutiny which might 
again bring his own coodud more openly into difcuP> ' 
fion, and probably draw the whole blame upon himfelf, 

attacked 
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attacked, with indecent violence, the council of Bom- 
bay, without producing any fpccific or direfif'chargc. 
The unwillingncfs with which he entered this im- 
portant part of his public duty, will appi^r evident in 
the following, among many other fimilar -palTages in 
his minute : 

* If the Board lhall judge it incumbent on them to 
enter into fo laborious a difculTion, I (hall fubmit, 
though rclundtantly, to bear my part in it. — Reluc- 
tantly, becaufe it will occupy more of our time, than* 
we can fpare from other more fubftantial objefts ; and 
becaufc 1 forefee that it will lead to altejccations among 
ourfclves, it being impofllble that > c’ who have but 
juft begun to agree in opinion, as to pbbiic meafures, 
fliould all become of one mind oh twenty-two diftinft 
and interefting propofiiions, and becaufe it would be 
unavailing and inconclufive/ 

It is obfcrvable now, that the prefence of Sir Eyre 
Coote had foftened Mr. Haftings, from that imperious 
diflatorial Rile, and Client contempt, which marked his 
former minutes, while his own carting voice decided 
all points in controverfy. In the above fpecimen there 
appears a ftrange inconfiftency of argument.— What 
‘ clher more fuhfiantkl obje^s' could come before the 
Board, than a mcafure which confcffedly threatened 
ruin to the Company’s concerns in Afia ? and yet in 
the fourth line thereafter he declares, that the unfub- 
rt.intial objeds arc become very ‘ interefting* which nc- 
verthclefs, would be ‘ unavailing and inconctufm^' if made 
the I'ubjedsof* laborious difiujjion-y thus confeious guilt 
forefaw, and feemed to anticipate the confequences of 
the enquiry \ it was therefore natural for him to wilh 
^i^vaiic it. 


Again, 
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Ag^, he fays—* That cenfure or to commaodt 

* is allrk^at we can do, except in one inftance j * for 
‘ our ceniures cannot imprefs reftraint, nor our com* 

‘ niendations avert the eflPeds of paft misfortunes, or 

* preclude the judgment, which awaits the inllruments ' 

* of them from higher authority, f Our cfl'cftual au- 

* thority is limited to political engagements and military 
‘ operations “ undertaken without our previous licence.”^ 

* 'I he treaty, or convention, or whatever name it may 
‘ bear, which was concluded at Wargaum, certainly 

* falls within thi.s defeription, and it is in our power if 
‘ we pkafe, to puniflj the authors of it by a temporary fuf- 

* penjion. Bs.)t is it necefl'ary ? An adt fo fatal to the 
‘ interefts of the Company, and fo difgraceful to the 

* reputation of the BritiQi nation, cannot fail to excite 

* the moft rigid ferutinyinto the conduft of every 

* one concerned in it, and the caufes which produced 
' it, § by thofe who have the power both to judge and 

* to 

• A lefuitical evafion indeed ! Command fliould precede cenfure, 
and difubedience authorized difmiilion.— What more can the Court 
of Diicftors inflicl ? unlefs the premeditated efiett will judicially cn- 
liilc the injured party to damages. 

f Jb not the power of fulpcnUon deemed an cfFcflual authority* 
in the mean time r Bui Mr. Haliings tiuflcd* that if the matter 
waj) immediately, «ind v/ithout local invciligation, referred home, 
the fuperior inhiiencc of hib own Iricnth, would flur over the en- 
quiry without fcrupulous ferutiu), and reA the whole blame upon 
the Bombay Council i whereas, if the enquiry was invclHjated in 
India, he dreaded, that the minutes of*thoic who opjwjfed hii mca- 
fiiics, and thofe of tiie Bombay Council, would trace the fubjedk to 
its fource, and dillributc the Arginus among the culpnth, according 
to their refpedlive degrees of ciiimnaiiiy. 

I Merc Mr. Mailings has carried aflcCicd moderation beyond hin 
purpofes, bccaufc the Bombay Council having had ‘ previous li^ 

< cer.cf' he, unguardedly, criminates himfclf, as the folc author 
of the licence. 

§ By this bravado, he expeded to imprefs the public with an 
idea of innocence in himfeif, and to avoid the cenfure of adiredl 
participation, if not that of appearing the ofteafible criminal 
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I whkh, per^ADs* m this afc, iiii^ave not 

* in ^tS** / 

* The charge preferred by Governor Hornby againft 

* Colonel Egerton, and Lieutenant Colonel C( ckburn, 

* and referred exprefsiy to us for our judgment upon 

* it, is but a Imall portion of a long fcries of long 
» apparent mifeondud, every part of which has an 
** et^ual claim, and many greater, to our confideration 

of them.” There was no need of this reference to 

* us, “ nor are we competent to receive it.*' f 

* Mr. Haftings, after bedowing a pf^fufion of rc- 

* proach, inveefive and abufe, on the E ’.Tibay govern* 

* ment, for the whole of their edndud, ail at once 

* fweetened his tone into a ‘tender melodious accent, and 
‘ he urged temper in the form of conveying the opinions and 

* refolutions of the Board to men voho mere not exempt from 

* the common infirmities of humanity, in order to give en- 

* eouragement and confidetue to their future proceedings, in~ 

* fioad of adding to their deprefiion, which, by itfiaming 

* their paffms, might prove the furefi means of converting 

* the power ftill left In their bands into it^ruments of oppo~ 

* Jition, and even of the defeat of the very meafures which 

* regidred their agency, and could not be accomphfhed with- 

* out it.' , 

This is the moft fevere and cruel part of Mr. Haft- 
iogs’s cenfores, becaui'e it ceafes to attack their inca- 
pacity and want of judgment, but is pointedly dire^cd 
to their hearts, and which, in faiff. Incomes a charge 

of 

* Here )i< contradicls what he averred bat a few Unas before, that 
die Oonncil polKlTed the power of fafpenfion. 

4 Knowing, as Mr. Haftings avows, * thofe great and repeated 

* Aifcondods of a long Handing,* how criminu was himfetf, in 
not reftraining them, having the power, and confiderably more cri> 
ninal, in extending their power beyond the reach of coae&ioD ? 



of liigit, irtfoediate crlminaruiy againfi; himfcif, whcdiiCT 
he really eiuertained thofe fenciments of the Bombay 
government or not.-— He declares, in explicit terms, 

‘ 'That under. ihe inf utnee ef pajjton^ he believet tbm ca^ 

* fable of betraying the mojl facred trujl and although 
he avows that the Supreme Board have legal power to 
fulpend men of that dangerous difpofition from their 
ftations, he prefers the mild and temperate expedient 
of fupprefllng every idea of reproach, under pretence 
of preventing the nbufe of an authority, which he, 
notwithftanding, continues to cloath them with, at the 
avowed hazard of fubverting the whole Britilh pwer, 
together with th^* property and poffeffions of the Eng- 
lilh Eaft'lndia Cornpany in Hindoftan.—The artifice 
and device pradifed u^n this qccafion, were too dim' 
fily lhaded to conceal the defign. 'I'he Governor of 
Bombay erred principally in conveying the power of. . 
the whole Board to a committee which accompanied 
the expedition, and in being too credulous to the afs 
fertbns of Mr. Mofiyn and Mr. Lewis but above 
all, ii being too obedient to the dark, myfterious 
dilates of Mr. Hallings. Mr. Draper, with a pene* 
trating judgment, qualified by experience, oppofedthe 
whole mealurcs, in every ftage, and was of courfe blame* 
Icfs i—Mr. Mofiyn, whofe opinion firft mifled the reft, 
was dead;— Colonel Egerton continued under fufpen* 
fioD.— And Mr. Carnac alone, remaining as the dreaded 
and exceptionable charaffer, againft whofe voice wai 
oppofed that of Colonel Goddard, invefted with tho 
plenipotentiary and controuling power of the Supremwi 
Council of India the Governor concluded with t 
propofal of a draught of a letter, to be written to the 
Selcd Committee of Bombay, agreeaOly to the mild 
fympathizing ftyle which he thought moft confifteiic 
with prudence, than the dangerous coofequencet ex* 
ifpenting defperate fpirits, by juft reproaches; 


Q 


Sir 
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Sir Eyre Coote, having prepared a inin«e, which 
•while it difeovered the animated remains or a veteran* 
exprffled (in its primitive garb,*, uninduenced fenii- 
ments, and promifed honor to himielf* and a happy 
ifliie to the triift committed to him, in a two-fold ca- 
pacity ; this perlormaiice, whether prompted by vanity, 
ibr it contained good things, or want of thought, for 
Sir I'.yre is often abfenc in company, he prefenttd at 
the board, noiwithftanding that he had fonic time 
before, become a convert to the fu;Trior eloquence and 
influence of the Governor, and Iccond in couiicii. Va- 
nity may be alcribed as a prcv.oling princijile, bceaufe 
the paper was rranl'mitted to all paits, »is an admirable 
fpecimen ot diftingnlfhed abilities, t ■ excite the future 
expectations ot nuukiiul. 

The language thus publifhed will cnflamc the paf- 
fions of mcii againft the author, if by an aftual 
apotlacy from the very fpiiit which it breaihed, it is 
difeovered, that it ht a foice, an artificial found 
emitttd by tbe mouthy rntbout the concuricnce of the 
heart. 

He entered with judgment into an accurate detail of 
tlie wliole proceedings, from the adoption of the mca- 
I'urcs in July 177S, and invcftigaied circumftanccs agd 
fafts decUmble from them, to the return of the van- 
quilhed aimy, and ihe i’ufpfnfion of the military com- 
manders in Bombay. He criminated the contiuft of 
the fe'icef committee, in taking away from the military 
comma!. der the authority and influence which alone 
could cnlure fuccefs and vi£lory, and veiling it in 
a comminee of t^o civilians, occupying three voices 
agriinit a fi- gle voice of the nominal military com- 
xnanuer.— Arid wiin juft propriety, be enumerated 

againft 

s ^ V 

• He altered parts of it fcvcral days thereafter. 
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fwho, after ttiie dewb of 

tyti, pofll'fl^ abfolute and uficbntrouled power over 
the army) a ca’'alo<*uc of crimes and errors, on which 
he makes rhc toliowing very expreOive interrogations 
and fuggcftions. 

* Is there any thing,’ faid Sir Eyre, * that we, the 
‘ Supreme ,jpouncil can do, adequate to fuch cafe ? 
The cye^ of the nation are upon us.— Our feelings 
for our country’s honour, will be the meaforc of our 
own.— Our powers extend to a removal from their 
ftations.— Removal from Ration, fciting lofs of cha- 
rafter out of the queftion, amounts only to a cerfa- 
tion of falary.il-And (h.dl a mere celTation of falarjr 
be a requital for the fafts here Rated, if they Riould 
prove true ? No I l 5 t the acquital or punifhment, 
luch an invcRigation ihay bring on, become a na- 
tional objed. 1 propofe, that a public trial be 
ordered home. Our martial law muR decide upoii 
the merits of the two commanders of the army, or 
inch other officers, whofe conduft upon the expe- 
dition may require elucidating But nothing Icfs 
than our national tribunals can acquit or piinijh the 
civil gentlemen engaged in it, who by the exceffive 
‘ powers they took, preferved the whole rcfponiibility 
* to thcmfelvCs.” 

What a pity that thefc fentiments poflefled his mind, 
but for a few days only; it will appear by the minutes, 
chat on the yth and loth of June he adopted others, 
diredUy oppofite; and on the 14th June fubxribcd tO; 
a letter, Which facrificed the military Commanders of 
Bombay to the dccifion of the Civilians, who were their, 
accufers, and whom he declared fo hre as the 24th of 
May to have ‘ frefttved the whole njpinfib'dity, to them- 
* /eliv * In the tame fliorc (pace, by a flrange infa- 
raaitoni (for who can account for human infatuation) 

O a 
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he departed from all the patriotic, juft, and elevated 
maxims, urged with fo much energy and military fire, 
in this minute. / 

After complimenting Colonel Goddard on his great 
merit as an officer, Sir Eyre Cootc propofed, that the 
rank of a Brigadier General by brevet commiftion be 
conferred on him, but adds, 

‘ Thar it is not in the power of the Governor general 
‘ and Council, or the Prcfidency of l^ombay, to ap- 
‘ point him commander in chief of the forces there, 

* or to give him an cfFeftivc voice in the Selcfl Cora- 

* mictee ; as Colonel Egerton cannot *i>e looked upon 

* in any other light than Commanc -r }n Chief, (iho* 

* prevented from afting as fuch,' until the fentence of 

* a Court Martial, or the Court of Diredors, decide 

* Up’.'n the charges laid againft him. Under thefe cir- 

* cumftanccs, 1 have only to recommend, that the Go- 

* vernment of Bombay iball give Colonel Goddard a 

* deliberative voice in their committee, and confult 
^ him upon all military and political points and that 

* we continue to him thofe powers which he already 

* pofteffeS from this government, and further inveft 

* him with fuch others as may be found necefTary fur 
‘ carrying on our views.’— In continuation he obferved, 

* That Moodajee Boofta was propofed, becaufc bis cle> 

* vation will reftore the old Marratta Government, and 

* thereby ftrengthen, aggrandize, and unite the Mar- 

* ratta Empire •, which very reafon feeming fo ftrong 

* with the Council of Bombay,* if no better can be 
‘ given, will prevent iny ever concurring in it. Our 

real interefts are to kMp theirs divided ; always pre> 

* venting over-growth of power in any of their parties » 

* thus 

* He erred through inattehtioD. The Coniutl of Bombay thought 
, exattly athc did himfeif. 'And the mrftdte led him to oppofc ma 
new friend Mr. Haftings, whofe favonxite loeafare it was. 
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*■ thus endavouriti^ to hold the feales in oop osMi 

* hands, \we rrmam ourfelves in a great degree' thdt 

‘ umpire. ' This Is the trucll road to the fUpport of ■■ 

* our dignity and profit, as well as to tbe furefl tneawa '' 

* of retaining undifturbed, what we now pofTois.— I 

* thereture think, that at prefent we (hould not look 

* to renew a war, but negotiate with the various Mar> 

* ratta iiwrefts, an honourable peace, conformably 

‘ to thtfSireftioDS already given Colonel Goddard ' 

* upon that head. 

* But if by refufmg this they force us to cootioue 
*■ hoftilitics, then our utmoft vigour (hould be«xet*RKl 

* to fupport dbr military reputation in this country, 

* and by one. united effort, put x glorious aod/peedy ' 

* end to the war. AS to the various plans propofed of 
' feeking war for plunder, the honor of the nation and 
‘ the Company, infeparablefrom my own, will never 

* permit me to fubferibe to it.’ * 

Mr. Francis’s minute upon the fame occalion, will 
befpeak attention without either commendation or.pre* 
face.—The mod Ariking parts will be pretomed in his 
own words, as follow : 

* I ought to apprize the Board, that in thelbllowing 
minute I have not oSered my opinions on the mea- 
fures, which it may be proper for us to adopt here- 
after, for effecting a foUd peace on the Marratta coaft, 
becaufe I looked on that part of the general futyeft 
as already provided for, or, at lead, difpoled of for 
the prefent, by the powers and indruflions which tve 

‘ Iwve 


* He after fevCraltdays faihioned and analified the two laft {>ara- 
graphs to the mind and views of Mr. Haltinge. < Bo^ continue 
upon ncord, as a meavnwiit of. his gpodstauus, •nd^^uatcoiuie* 
feeoftHu 
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‘ have given to Colonel Goddard.~My refleflions ap* 
‘ ply only, to the fa&s already pad, and which I un* 

* derftand to be referred generally to us, for our judg* 
' ment upon them.' 

The Minute of Mr. Francis, viz. 

* It is needlcfs at this time to enter into a wnfidera- 

* tioo of the judicc of our quarrel with the Mcrrratta 

* Government, or of the extent and quality of the 

* powers under which the Prefidency of Bombay have 

* aided, in violating the treaty of Foonah. Thole quef- 

* tions have been fufficiently difeuded in the Governor- 

* General’s minutes and iiiine, before mF £yrc Coote’s 
J arrival’ 

* The following obfervations are confined to the po> 

* licy of the meafure within ttfelf, and on its own prin» 
‘ ciplcs, and to the propriety of the means made ulcof, 
‘ to carry it into execution.’ 

id. * It appears by the Bombay confultations of the 

* loth December 1777, and by their letter to us of 

* the 20th January 1778, that they were unanimoufly 

* determined, not to engage in any adive enterprize 

* in favour of Roganapt>roW, uniefs they were foheited 

* thereto, by Saccaram-Moraba, Bucheoba, and Tuc- 

* kojee Holker, by a joint appliation, under, their 

* hand-writing and ficca’s (fealr) and that this was a 

* condition fite qua m. 

* Yet on the id July foUowing, they rcfolve to 

* march to Poonah, with Roganaut-row, without bav- 

* ing received any application from the perfons above* 

* mentioned, or entered into any fpecidc engagements 
» whatfoever, with any of the Marratta Chiere.’ After 
the expedition had £iUed, Mr* Hornby fays, * It was 

‘ mtlod,- 
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f mdrnt^ U'trt was not one Chief in the Empire wh 

‘ would draw a [word fcr Roganaut-tow' — ^ Minute 

19th February 1779) ‘ It follows therefore that in un* 
dcrtaklng.to act, without having previoufly fettled 
terms ot co operation with fomc of the Marratta 
Chiefs, they departed from their own fundamental 
principles, and as far as fuccefs depended on fuch 
co-operations, they had no right to expeft it. 

sd. ‘It further apears by their proceedings of 1 2 th 
Oilobcr 1778, that when they took their refolutiott 
in July, they reckoned upon the hopes of aOiftance 
from Moraba,*'Bucheoba, and Holker, with 30,000 
horfe. Yet in* Odober they determined to carry their 
plan into execution,' when every expeftation of fuch 
alTidance muft have failed them, confidering the two 
fir ft of the above Chiefs were then und^r reftraint, 
and the latter greatly fufpefled. 

3d. ‘ In July, they appear to have relied on the af* 
fiftance of Colonel Leflie’s detachment, and to have 
confidered the fecuring a junction with him, aSelTeO' 
tial to the fucceis of their plan, for which purpofe thdy 
then lent him orders to march to Zonir.— Yec on the 
1 2th Oftnber, while our detachment was ftilf in Bun- 
dlccund (the fame ftation which it occupied in July) 
that is, at fo great a diftance, that a jundion could 
not poffibly have been effedled before the February, 
following i they determine to carry their plan forth- 
with irito execution. 

4th. * With thefe ft&s before me, I have a right to 
conclude, that the Seledt Committee in attempting to 
march to Pounah, have aAed in oppoiition to their 
own prufeft principles. ' 1 mean, thatwhtreas at firft, 
and up to the lath Oftt^r, they -appear to have 
thought certain conditions neceftary, as well tojuftify 

5 tiicir 
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* ^heir et>gaging in the rfieafure in-que(iion, 95 to infure 

* .the fuccefs of it } they at )..ft plunged thetnfelves into 

* the execution ot iheir plai, when every one of thefe 

* condkions had failed them. 

5th. * Their ignorance of the real ftate of the Poonah 

* Durbar, and of the rtTp-dive powers and influence 

* of the perfons who con:>[)Oied it, is a remark.ible cir- 
< cutnftance, and Ihouid feive as a future caution to 

* the Company, and to this Government, againfl: iruft* 
‘ iog implicitly to any intelligence we may receive from 

* that quarter,-— While the plan was in agitation, it 

* fuUed their purpofe lu reprefent 'ada, as the molt 

* powerful, and to us, the molt fi omidablc of all the 

* Marratca Chiefs that; he was-devoied to the French, 

* and had engaged to put them into pofleflion of 

* Chnul. Whatever h's inclinations might be, of 
*' which we have no better evidence than of the reft 5 it 

* is clear that they were miftaken in their opinion 

* of his power.’ Mr. Hornby fays, in his minute of 
1.9th February 1779, * The lead that Scindia has taken 
*. in the adminiftration, and the condition to which he 

* has reduced Nana, to be no more than a creature of 
V bis, were never thoroughly known, till the faffs dif- 

* covered themfelves on this occafion ; yet they are to 

* be traced in Mr. Moftyn’s and Mr. Lewis’s advices, 
*; ever Gnce the revolution effefted by Madajee Scin- 

* dia’s means in June laft, when Nana fled to him.* 
Oa which Mr. Draper obferves— ‘ That he cannot 
^ enough lament, that we have fo lately become ac- 

* quainted with Scindia’s being the principal perfon in 

* power, notwnhftanding the refidcnt^c of MciTrs. Mo* 

* ftyn and Lewis at Poonah.’ 

* In the execution of the meafure, the Board, 1 think, 
1 will fee fuch errors at the ootfet, as might have been 
S ilonc (ufBcient co4efeat it. 

ift. ‘ Their 
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ill. ‘Their appointment of Field-deputies, under 
the title of a Committee for concerting and conducing 
all military operations. The luccefs of military ope- 
rations depends upon a unity of command, without 
which there can be neither decifion or difpatch. De- 
bate and execution cannot move tt^ethcr — Conftant 
experience has Ihewn the bad cffcdls of Field-deputa- 
tions. — The Company in a former inftance feverely 
condemned the appointment at Madras on a fimilar 
fervice, and no one argument is fuggcllcd to Ihcw, 
that luch an appointment was heceifary on theprefent 
occafion. If the Seleft Committee deemed their, 
commanding ufBcer unequal to thecondud of an ex- 
pedition of three fcore miles, they ought not to have, 
employed hifti.* I’otplacc a civil authority over the 
immediate execution of military operations, might 
create many milchiefs, and could correft none. Mr; 
Hornby himfelf feems to have entertained the fame 
opinion of the meafurc that I do. — The commiffion 
given to the Comniittee required the obedience of all 
the Company’s lervanrs, civil and military, yet Mr. 
Hornby in his letter of 2 ;d December, to Mr. Car- 
n c, fa)s, that in his opinion, there can be no necef- 
fily lor publilhing it, and that the promulgation of 
fuch a commillion might bear the appearance of letting 
up an authority in the very camp, to fuperledc that 
of the commanding officer, and give ideas among the 
troops, as well as to Colonel Eg^rton, very diffe- 
rent from ihofe of the bcicct Committee.*— He con- 
fefies, that the words, ‘ "To concert and conduff all mi- 
‘ litary operatiens, are too comprehepfive, that they 
‘ cTcaped himfelf at the time the commiffion palled, 

‘ and he thinks they mull have Mr. Carnac alfo,’ 

* Confidering that the body of the commiffion itfelf 
‘ does not exceed a few lines, it feems extraoi dinary, 

‘ that the elTeotial parts of it Ihould pals unobferved bv 

P * thole 
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' {'I'-k wh'"' lies'' If I'p. But, whether it efrap'd thofc 
colonel Egerton has lulacieotly 

■ ■ hi'ri' j i' ein a i)' concern in the niealorc. Be- 

■ tie imirefb'd (o-i fhr yth oK No- 
It-'---* bet .icconipanied by Ficld- 
... (r.-.i wa-. ftan>e.l jitr lii.c de- 

K' vi ag..'n(t Its beinnr pubiilhed 
... , as ibon as he law it on the 20Lh De<> 

liber. 

itd. ‘ The immoderate quantity of baggage, and train 

* oi cattle ' hich attended the army, and which is faid 
‘ t ) have amounted to nineteen thoiiOind, lecm to have 

* been uiine'-cilary for fo fhort a mai .efi, and wliolly in- 
‘ confiftent with the plan of an expedition, which could 

* only have lucceeded by rapidity and furprize. 

3 d. ‘ The allowing Roganaut-row to move with a 
‘ feparate camp, inftead of keeping him conllantly un- 
‘ dcr the t ys of the Commander in Chief, Cents to me 

* a capital n.iftake, in conlequenccof which the motions 

* of our army were made to depend on thole of Koga- 

* naut-row, who kept aloof when he thought fit, and 

* was left at lil'erty to negociate with the enemy for 

* hiniicil, and in cafe of a mislorcune, bctiay us to 
‘ them. * 

‘ For thefc defiiHs in the executive part of the plan, 
‘ I deem the Prifideni and Sekifl Committee entirely 
‘ anfwtrabie.’ 

>779’ 7*^' JOth, Mr. Francis niinuted fe- 

veral y'ur.agraphs more, on the I'ubjcft of the military 

opera- 

* An evfnt which hr Jiteniptei! to execute. Sec the Arcot Va- 
kft’l's kitcr Tc thd N?l>oh, (lie 9th paraprnph, thus * 

* jrfit /'v/iv.;*/', t'i tl’f MAi'vaifa Chief Sasdimi'^ teHUg him thai 

« Lc 10 uL ihc U ’wouUjoin thfm ha urmj^ 
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operations, to the of the latter part of t’lc draft of 
a letter which be propofed in Council, on the 7th Jone^ 
and (U-b.ited upon the loth — thcefore to carry on the 
confonr.ity, 'the concluding paragraphs of the propol'ed 
dralr fliall be firll introduced. He propofed, that irt 
the letter to Bombay, the Board (hould cornmunicat^. 
their dilapprobaiioit ot the ileps taken againft the 
tary cominandcfs, thus: 

ift. ‘ That we highly difapprove of the reference 
‘ made to us, to decide on the conduft of Colonel Egcr- 
‘ ton and Lieutnoant Cot9\nc] Cockburn, over whoni 
‘ wc li.ivc no jur'ifJiition j luui that if we were other* 

‘ wile compccccit to try the charge, the want of tnva 

* voce eviuence, to he cxaminetT upon oath concerning ‘ 
‘ many facts ncccfiary tocftablilh the truth of it, would 

‘ be an immediate bar to our proceeding. 

ad. ‘ That the formal charge exhibited by the Prefi- 

* dent againft MelTrs. Egerton and Cockburn, for have 
‘ ing retufed to take (jharge of conducting the army 
‘ back to Bombay, * ought to have been followed by 

* an immediate arreft and trial. It is a quellion of fail^ 

‘ which could only be determined on the Ipot. 

_:}d. ‘ That to prefer a charge and refufe a trial, is, 

‘ in our opinion, a proceeding wholly inconfiftent with 

* jutlice, and liable to many dangerous confequences. 

‘ A precedent of this nature, if once permitted to pafs 
‘ without condemnation, tends in the Hrlt inftance tO 
‘ leave the charafters and fatecy ol individuals, at the 

* mercy of men in power, and ultin atcly to weaken 

* the hands of Government itlelf, by ueltruying that 

P 2 ‘ conft* 


* Although Colonel Cockburn refufed to take tlic charge of con- 
du^^ing tiiearniy ovj» trads ;ind.p^ir«Si back to Jiombay, yctheof* 
to cmkiiiSi to Pobnah, 
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‘ confidence which individuals have been taught to^e- 
‘ pofc in the jufiice and good huh of Government, and 
‘ which alone can engage ihein to a6t with f^Jirit and 
‘ vigour in the public Icivitc. 

Ath. ‘ 1 hat the mcmee held out by the Prefident to 
‘ the officeis, againfi whom he himlclt had dcliveied 
« a formal charge of dtlobediencc ot orders, vix. ^kat 
‘ // tbif viould not dfc^inr alt wHlury ihly nnd juhmt 
‘ their crvfe to our detetnnnalion, he Kou'd mow to juj- 
‘ pend them the fervicc, is, in our opinion, a hiuli and 
‘ arbitrary proceeding, and cads tor 'he niofi public and 
‘ foletnn condemnation trom this B( ..rd. I hat the claim 
‘ of Meffrs. Egciton and Coekburn -to be tried by a 
‘ court-martial, was a claim of right, and accrued to 
‘ them the momenta fpccific chaige was evhibiudagainll 
‘ them. That any attempt lo induce men under a pub- 
‘ lie charge, to wave their right to a public ti.al, is 
‘ equally tnconfiftcnt with the juftice and digmtj of Go- 
' ‘ vernment. But that the tnicntion of palfing by all 

* trial whatloevcr, and of proceeding inftantly from ai- 
t cufation to punilhment, as plainly exprefled in the 

♦ minute held out oy the Prefident, is, in our opinion, 

‘ highly Cl imirial; and that as luch we fliall think it our 
‘ diTiy to reprefent it to ourfiiperiors. 

5 ih. ‘That admiuingthat Colonel Egerton and Lieu- 
« tenant Colonel Cockburn, whether furprized by the 
t nicnaces of the I'rcfidtnt, or induced by any other 
‘ motive whaiioever, had at full fubmitted to the con- 
« ditions impoled on them, yet having diiavowed or 
‘ retrafted Inch luppofed affent, long before the refer- 

* ence to this Board was a£lually made, the advantage 

* taken thereof was unjull in itfelf, and not to be recon- 

* cilcd to the fair and open purpfes of public jullice. 

* Thai they were in full tunc to revert to their original 

^ ‘ right, 
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‘ right, and that their claim to it ought not to have 

* been denied. 

6th. * Xhat we .ire much concerned that fo much 

* time Ihould have been loft, by a ufclefa and dilatory 

‘ relere.ice to us, of a queftton which ought to have been . 
‘ tried upon the fpot, where all the 'parties and witncl- 
‘ Ics were prefent, and while the recollection of every 

* particular was frefli in their minds. That, however, 

* thenghtofMeffrr. Egerton and Cockburn to a courc- 
‘ ntartial, is not weakened by this delay •, 'and for this 

* reafon, as well as becaufe we think that many circum> 

* ftances relatife to the late trantaCtions at Bombay, and 

* necelftiry fqivthe Company’s information, can only be 

* brought to light bj? a public trial, we arc of opinion, 

* that a court>maitial fhould be immediately ordered 
' for the trial of Meftrs. Egerton and Cockburn, on the 
‘ formal charge preferred again ft them by the Prefident, 

‘ or fuch other charges as the Prefident and Committee 

* may think proper to prefer againft them, for their 

* conduft in the courfe of the expedition.* 

But CO revert to the proceedings in a regular order— 
The confideration of the Governor-general’s minute of 
the 24th May, being revived, Mr. Francis continued 
his oblervations by a minute, in the following terms : 

* It is not poflible that any member of this Board can 
‘ be more weary of controverfy than 1 am, or more de- 
‘ firous to avoid it. When the Board agreed to revert 

* to the treaty of Poonah, we, in effedt, endeavoured to 

* reinftace ourfclves in a pofuion from which we neved 

* fhould have departed. Without looking back to the 

* fteps by which that ground was loft, 1 willingly join- 

* cd tn the attempt to renew it. * I have no doubt that 

‘ peace 

the Otpr^f of 
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* peace may be obtained on the terms of Colonel God- 

* dard’s prefent inftruftions, provided he enters heartily 

* into our views ; provided this Government itfelf be in 

* in purfttit of Us prefent ohjeB ; and provided wc 
‘ do not fuffer ourfelvcs to be entarr^lcd in the dtfpc- 
' rate fchemes of thofe who now conftitutc the (io- 

* vcrnmcni of Bombay, or thwarted by their oppc^iiion. 
‘ 1 deem, the re-ejtahliflsmtnt of peace on the Maiabar coaft 
‘ to he ejfentid, not merely to the profperity of the India 

* Company, but to th-ir exigence ‘I be fum total of the 

* Britifi intefifi in India is involved in the guejiion. Let 

* a war upon that coaft be conduced h'"7 tt may, tb: dif- 

* ferenee between conqutjl and defeat, n my judgment, is 

* litik more than the deity or acceleration of ‘the ruin of all 
‘ our refourcef, nor is it char to my appuhenfm, which 

* ^ theft two events wilt foonefl produce the ef'eti I expcil 

* equally from both.' 

‘ Taking the truth of their own reprefentations for 

* granted, it is not eal'y to deferibe a fituation more com- 

* plctely deftitutc of all means of fupporting a war than 

* that of the Prefidency of Bombay j the annexed ac- 

* count flicws, that during the laft five years they have 

* received little lefs than one hundred and fixtecn lacks 

* of current rupees,* diredtiy out of the revenues of 

* Bengal; yet their bond debt accumulated daily, and 

* now amounts to 38 lacks. By the month of Odtober 

* (Mr. Hornby fays) their finances will be utterly ex- 
^ haufted. In the interval they will want a fupply of 

* 30 lacks 

* From toth April 1774 to ift May 75 iQ.n.tai. 

30th April 177s to 111 May 76 3;, 74,61^, 

30ih April 1776 to ift May 77 19,50, 7a6, 

30th April IJ77 to ill May 78 19,36,764, 

30th April 1778 to ill May 79 29,01,133, 


Rupees 115,76,680. 
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lacks. Of this fum the Prefident propofes to bor* 
row 20 Tacks, but dodbts the poiSibirKy of railing lb 
large a fum •, and if it could be borrowed, he fays, 
they have no funds to pay even Intereft. 

‘ Colonel Goddard in his laft letter of the 25th. of 
April, .tells us, tliat it is impolTibk in that country, 
and he feats in its neighbourhood, to find men fit to 
recruit the vacancies which happened in his battalions, 
fince leaving the Jumna. But Mr. Hoinby himlelf 
tells us, and we have rcafon to believe it true, that 
the Bengal Sepoys wilt not (lay at fo great a diftance 
from their narjve country.— He fays, that if they were 
to have no caufe of diflatisfadlion un account of their 
pay, there irrcafon»to fear their numbers will every, 
day diminifh, by their going of to their own country. 

‘ Even before the late rupture with the Marrattas, 

* and long before the difaftcr which attended it, the 
‘ Prefidency of Bombay told us in their letter of the 
‘ yrh December 1777, that fince iheir late acquifitions 
‘ it was become very necefiiary, and they had accord* 

* iogly recommended it to the Company, to augment 
‘ the European corps*, that notwithuanding they gave 
‘ every encouragement, it was very difficult to raife 
‘ good Sepoys on that coaft j that it would require fo 
‘ much time to raife and diicipline a further number of 
‘ Sepoys, fo as in the Icaft degree to 1 )e confidcred as 
‘ efiedive troops, that it would lie much better in every 
‘ refped to frnd them a reinforcement of difciplincd 
‘ Sepoys, if European troops could not be fpared. 

t^e fimU do vfell fo conftier how long we cm mean- 
“ tain a war on fuch a footings before we engage in it. — 
“ 1 will net fuppofe the cafe 0} new mif carriages. Let it he 
“ admitted that fuccefs and conquejl are as certain as the 
*f moj fangtdrte eXpeSatiens can imagine j it does not follow^ . 

.*? that 
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“ that the ehjeSs prepr-fid to be obtained hp them, are fucb 
“ as toe ought to aim at in mprefent circumftances, or that 
viSlory wiU pay its oan i:\pems, — By extending our 
“ territorial pefffffwns, uy create irremcileobU enmity in 
“ the minds o; ihofe ptiur^, •x-bom we immediately rob of 
“ ibeir property. IVe fi i . aery other Indian ftate with jea- 
“ loufy and alarm, and the inntort we of^uire, eomes wajl~ 
ed and dtpipulaUd into our hands.'' 

‘ To defend a new line of frontiers, new military cf- 
‘ tabliftiments mull be formed, and thofe cftablifliments 
‘ muft not only be paid for out of t'e revenues of Ben- 
‘ gal, but the very men who compi icifiiem, raifed and 
‘ nourilhed here to fuppiy a fcrvtce, vahich we know 
* they will take the firH opponiinity of defertirg. 

* Such, in my conception, is the fuuation in which a 
‘ fuccefsful war againft the Marrattas alone, will place 
us. But if our fuccefs, or the apparent prolpccl of 
it, fliould compel them to call in the French to their 
afliltance, if rather than relinquilh their country to us, 
they fbould refolve to make it the feat of war, let us 
confider in what manner the conceft is then to be 
maintained, and to what ilfue it may lead us. No- 
thing kfs than the extreme and inftanc necelTity of felf- 
prdervation, can ever reduce the Marrattas to fo def- 
perate a refolution, as that of inviting a European 
army into their country. If once they are intro- 
duced, it may be a difBcuU talk to remove them. 
The events of war in that cafe wiU net be fo cleetr^ at our 
eemfnand, as they are thought to be at prefent ; and let it 
he remembered, that on thefe events, if they are forwarded 
by our alts, we Jhall want only to ftake the fate of our 
Empire.* 

the qtitfim dees net end here: In the prefent ftate of 
« things, much mere than the inter'eft of India depend 
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“ til the (are and tceenmy r^itb which jpt mdftli fheCetn- 
“ path's affairs. — A regular rmrn of wealth frtm the, 
“ rmnuts of theft provinces is undoukedlj expired at ham', 
** fhe nation^ tiow pfrhaps looks to Beitgal, as its lefi and. 

^reateft eximal refonree. But if this dmend tpon us 
‘‘ from home were net fo pr(ffv}g,..i>!d ft likely to imreafe^ as 
“ I think it is, it is time Jer us to corffder, whether there 
“ be in Gnat Britain a fundm nial f one e^ual It the 
“ tenure of unbounded aequi/itioti, at this dijlapce frm the, 
“ feat of Empire •, or whether w; are not arrived dt p pointy 
“ at which common prudence ditlates to us to fix, endt pir, 
“ all, the limits cf our domittm. If my judgment w^e tei 

“ prevail, it fiio^d be cur object to contrail them."' 

« . ■ * 

' Thefe genffal con^dcrations belong properiy fo the 
:on which i mean togivfon the principal quef» 
tioiu before us, and will be found applicable to the 
fubjtft.' 

‘ To avoid a ufelefs debate at the Board, I think- the 
firfl: queftion Ihould br put generally, and decided by 
a majority of votes, ~viz. — Whc.hcr wc (hall orlhall 
not cnt*r into.a difcufllon and cenfure of the late cranf- 
adions at Bombay ? If it be determined in the affir- 
mative, the commander in chief’s minute anti mine, 
will furni(h what 1 deem foffici^Bt materials for that 
part of our letter. — To tbefcj however, the other 
members of the Board may propofe ftich additionj or 

‘ alterations as they (hall think proper.’ 

) . 

* The fecond queftion, I fhoold think, to be decided 

* in the lame manner, is, VWtether we (houltf declare 

* our opinion to the Prefidency at Bombay, that Co^ 

* ncl Egertori and Lkutehantloionel Cockburnffio^d 
‘ be tried by a court*martiaK for the reafons afl^hedln 

* the parasrapha I fubmitted to die Board Monday 
‘ laft.’ 

Q: «Thc 
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* reroai.ft’ng queftions brought before us by the 

* Governor General’s minute, require mtue rare and 

* deliberation than need he given to the condemnation 

* of any thing tltat is paft.* 

,• I think we ought, in the firft place, to decide ge- 

* nerally, whether we lhall or (hall not lend any new 

* inftruflions to Colonel Goddard, bebue we hear the 
^ rclult of fhofe we have already fcnt. — My opinion is, 

* that we fliould wait tor advices Irom hin:i, in reply to 
‘ our letters of the ^tb of April.* 

* With rcfpeift to the propofed ifjlfnidtions, I am a- 

* gatnft our engaging in, or giving our^andion to, the 

* plan of military operations propoted Mr. Hornby.* 

Firft. * For the reafon affigned by the commander 

* in chief, in which I intirely concur, and which I beg 
‘ leave to recite in his oyrn yyordf, viz. “ As to the 
“ various plans propolcd of fecking war for plunder, 
V the honour ot the nation and of the Company, infe< 
** parable from his own, would never permit him to 
“ fubfcnbc to it." 

Secondly. if f thpqgh.t % war on this or 

» any other plan might at a future day be unavoidable, 
^ ftill I would not, at the prefent pi’tint of time, hold- 
out to the Prrlldency of &>mbay the mod diflar.tidea 
of encouragement and eventual lupport in the profc> 
Curjop of inch meafures, being thoroughly convjnced 
worn my jioowledge and experience of the temper 
that predominates there, it would furnifh them wij^h 
means, of whicfi I fear they might avaM themielves, 
to em^rrafs poiopd Goddard’s negociatbns with the 
Poonab Durbar, and fo prevent a peace. By plqng' 
mg the Company into a war, it is polTible that a hope 
ntay be entertained of- Recovering perfopal credit. 

* That 
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Hut inftanc difficylcy mty withdraw the Coimpttll^*l 
artirncion from things already dooef and ths(t, in 
courfe of events, new queftions may arife, in whicti 
the contideration of former mifcairtages and formed 
mifeonduft may be loft.— But ihefe are motives of ae^ 
tion which have no relation to the public iervice, and 
which neither can, nor ought to have ati^ infiuence 
over our deliberations. 

‘ Thirdly. Becaufe the motive afllgned for notceri-* 
Turing the late tranTidbns with the leverity they de> 
ferve, viz. That it toettld he imprtfer to aid tH tbi 
depreffi'in of mfn, by wbofe agtney w mufi fuppori and 
defend the rigtts of the Cempai^^ and the boner of tbt 
Brittfo amounts to a declaration or admiiTiOn^ 

that the lame agency which .has already produced fo 
much diihonor and dillreis, muft Hill be trufted and 
employed in the dirtilion and conduft of -the pro* 
poied operations. But to this 1 can never aflent. 
1 Tee no wildum, nor BrmneTs, nor union, in their 
councils. And I have no reafon to believe that their 
diTpufiiion is pacific." 

* Fourthly. BecauTe I fee no ground for apprehen* 
lion, tnat the Marrattas will renew hoftilUies with US| 
even lyr the recovery of the territory Ceded to thtm 
by the convention provided we are contented to 
ftanJ upon the dcienfive. They have no general 
principle of union among themielves, but that of. 
iclr-cietciicc. Neither party, ’ however, can now ad: 
againft the other, with effeft, before uftober. Id 
that interval a peace may be obiained, if we, nattt 
parts, tare heartily inclined to it. At all events, we 
lole nothing by waiting for the refuh of Colonel God- 
dard’s negociatioBS — If in addition to his prefent 'in- 
ftrudions, it be thought advifeabie to tmpower him. 
to gain the ffiendlhip of Madajee Setnaia, by ad 
0^2 * equitable 
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rom^omife, tft lieu off the private ens;ag<^ 
nicnts already tettled wi h htrn, 1 ftiall readily agree 
Hi it, becaiife I think, thar with prudent managenient 
it n'.ay he the means of forw3rdirt» a general peace, 
without which 1 would not make any condeffion.’ 

‘ I have heietof’ofe fiated iry reafons at large for 
objeding tt) the alliantc propoictl to be accoiTipiilbcd 
with M'jodajee Bti-fl', by the deputation of Mr. 
IlHiot, and Colonel Goddard’s icbfequenr appf'int- 
ment to the fame commiilion — The plan having 
failed, 1 Ihould be lorry to lie it refumed.— / dread 
the idea of involving cur gfVirr ewf, vhub is now 
too great to aSl on any t-ui fi. '.rht pinciflcs^ in u 
lahjrintb ef Aftatic politics. — l et us %\ content sd vsiik 
vobett voe have. Let ns ketp the peace •, let us leave our 
neighbours to fettle their dtfftrences among tbemfehes 
vsttbeut our inierpcftiktt, end I am tkorou^bh Jatisfi.dy 
that no Indian power «?// iVif moh'ft ns* 


* To thefe gen'T.tl reaf.ins I cannot add a flronger 
argument than lii.it which the military rommane'er 
in duel’s mituuc has lu;iiiflied mej he obl’ervts. 
That Mbcdujee Boojla is pepofeJ, becaufe his elevation 
vnil reft ore the eld AJarratta govtrnnient^ and thtreby 
ftrengtben, aggravdiz", and unite the Marratta eutpire, 
tvuhichveryreafon, tf no better cun be givt-n^ wilpriViUt 
ny concurring in it. liven the Governor-General’s 
opinion comes lltongly in fopport of Str Eyre Cnotc’s 
femimenfs and mine on this fubjeft. He tliinks, 
that Mocdajie Boefta wil wait for proofs of cur fupeii- 
'Orih, before he will hazard the conjequincts of a decided 
comcbliln with us. When that fuperiority is ob- 
tained, we (hall Hand in no need of the connection ; 
and if our feheme of military operations be not 
ptaflicabic with our own fbrdf, I «fce entirely 
with the Governor-General in thinking, that we 
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« fiall gm iy m/tha mtb jh 

*« weight ef 0 timd 0^* - ■■ .1 

* Before' we determine, whether we (hall fettljl enf 
^rthtT'fupply of money to Bombay, at this dme, afid 
to what amount, I defire that the Accoinpunt«G«jAk- 
ral may lay before us, an account of the lums ^dreiidir 
remitted to that Prefidency, for their exdujliye I'ervic^ 
(ince April, 1778, diilinguilbing the amutt froth |hc 
rxtrn fnppiy. Alfo, a nate of the fonts remitted, to 
Colonel Goddard, or drawn for by him, 0 nce he ipc* 
ceedcd to the command of the detachment. , jftpm 
thefe accouts, we may be able to judge, how far we 
are bound *to comply with any new demands from 
Bombay ;>.-how long Colonel Goddard’s prefent fuj^ . 
will laftj and at wKat time i; may be necefiary,to nti^ 
him further remittances for the pay of his army, At 
prefcnt, 1 will not confeot to fend a rupee to Bombay, 
for the purpofe of carrying on war, and making 
conquefts $ nor will 1 confent to it at any time, but 
under the condition infifted on by the (military} com- 
mander in chief, that mans are taken to prevent the 
money falling into hassds, whseb experience has proved ppiU 
make fo ill a nfe of it, A confiderable part of the 
money which we fent them lad; year, to defray their 
necedfary expences, has been given to Roganaut*row 
and Scindia, nearly to the amount of 50,000 1 . * •— 
the truth is, they have d^eamed^,too long of inex- 
haudibie wealth from Bengal. Under the influence 
of this dream, they have embarked in fchemes vd the 
moil dangerous nature, and wailed the Company's 
property with unexampled profufion. It is high time 
that they ihould be awakened from it.’ 

The 

To Roganaiit>ro«r — 4 laeka nipaes 

To hu officen, at twice • 50,000 rupees I 

To Scijuiia', oflicert < 41,000 ditto. > Bombay carrency. 


4«7«.W* 
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The Govcroor-gentral replied to Mr. F.^ancis's oii- 
BOte» in following laconic terms : 

* i Hm i^ual^ amm with htr. Fraecis, tt avoid ton- 

Tbfs fentiment 1 not oitlj piyfejst I 
ivinot a, iy ref^ni to htar wj part in it. — Tbtj muji 
firvt for an muft^ if an excufe is mcefary for dethnmg a 
reply to Mr. Francis's minute, at the Jim time that I ma^ 
'delclare my difagreenunt, net only with its general tenor, 
'ht Vfitb maty parts of it v which appear to me, not fo 
necejfdry to caije out of the JubjeBs immediate^ before the 
Board, as to the continuation of former debates.' 

‘ The fentiments which have beer, ejtptefftd by the 
feveral members of this Board, havcvled us into a 
wide field of debate 5 from wWeb, it is cffcaually in- 
cumbent upon me to endeavour to withdraw our at- 
tention to fuch prccife points, as may bring this bu- 
flnefs to a conclufion.’ + 

* In my firft minute, I enumerated all the points of 

* confideration which were brought before us, by the 

* difpatches lately received from Bombay •, leaving it 

* to the choice of the Board which of thefe we (ball re- 

* je£t, and which we (huuld lekft for the lubje£ls ttf 

* our inllrudions to the Frefidency of Bombay, and to 

* Colonel Goddard •, and I concluded with the propo- 
« ialofthedraftofaletar, to be written to the Pre- 
« fident and Committee of Bombay to which, I have 

* fince made fome very material alterations.* 

* 4 now beg leave to recall the attention of the Board, 

* to the motion which » thus regularly brought faeu re 
l^m, and to riqucft that they will be pleafed to dr- 
"cide upon it. Thelcttera involve many diftinft quef- 

■ ■ ■ ' ' ' ' * tion, ' 

^ Thccanfes for thisnUmry node of ihatting out dubate: are 
(go obvious Sot aumadveifiimt 
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tions, which may fa^ dmnfttnelill#/ to approbatk^, 
or difapprobation, or an amendment of each paraera^ 
taken as a teparate qtieftioo. Perhaps it inajr be deem* 
ed mote expedient to the difpatch uf bufinefs, to pro. 
pofe diftina queilions } and from the fenfe of the 
Board coUeded, upon thefe to form the letter cp 
Bombay, and fuch other inftrufHons as may depend 
upon them. 7 fubmt to this Board, if the othtr 
bars of this Board ftndl prftr it. * 

It was refolved that a copy of the Governor.genefafs 
draft be delivered to each memb^, for their opiokma 
on each paragraph. ' , 

At a confultation on the lOth of June^ ^r. Francis 
propoted a draft of a letter, as amendments upon that 
which was propofed by the' Governor, ind a copy dsTi* 
vered to each member at die laft meeting. 

y he Gffoamer's draught, Mr. Frantss dnujght, 

1. “ We have received i. Approved->literalfy* 
your letter of the 4 th April, 

with its inclolures, by the 
hands of Mr. Hortt y.” 

2. We do not think 2. A^ter penifirw thefe ; 
it neeeflkry to enter c^n the^, papers, with the l&i(^ 
review of your 'proceed* and deliberate atten*^ 
ings, but (hall confine our non, we have determined* 
prefent enquiries to the nottpeoter intoaptwticti* 
cl^oice pf luch means as lardiili»ilfion,orcenfitwaf. 
may' bell conduce to re- ^ meaiures which bams. 
trieve their unhappy con* immlwed you myogur pn* 
fequencest kayiagthepaft fentdiftreifo. You muft 
totheferatiny.jaf abij^ qnfwer to a fainher and 

* This kind of fobnH&M finm Mr. IIaAin«*i mouth, or oem 
fm fo nerd, feat itcaiMijidi to tediBinuahed ia Italki. 
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and more reSedsali wthon 


3. “ We muft defire » 
decline the reference made 
to us the charge made 
your Frefidoit agtioft 
CoL £gertM, and Lieut. 
CoL Cockbum, as a point- 
on which we have nojurii^ 
diSjon, and which is cog* 
nizid>le oniy by yetor au* 
dwritys eiditt mk the 
power of fufjHfifim ‘ in* 
ibediatelyt y wed .in your 
liocfy by theCouit of Di* 


more efi^ual aathoricy,. 
for the difficulties to which 
you have reduced the go- 
vernment rnctulled to your 
care, and for the unexam- 
pled diihonour you have 
brought upon the Compa- 
ny’s arms. We leave your 
condufl in the courfe of 
thcfe tranfa^lions to be ex* 
amined at home; as we 
doubt not, it will be with 
the utmi :l:Jrverity. If, on 
our fide, it had been pof* 
Qbk for us to (eleft any 
part of your proceedings, 
either in the plan or exe- 
cution of the meafures, on 
which we could have be* 
ftowcd our approbation, 
we (hould readily have done 
it." 

3. In Mr. Francis’s 
draft, on the fubjecf of 
the Governor’s third para* 
graph, wai a literal abfiracf 
of the propofitions made by 
lam OB the 7th June. 


SirEyfeGoote prt^fed 
fiane fh^ agtendmeot oa 
the Governor’s paragraph. 
4 * Approved 



cot^l^iil i^ili^’*bein|^ip^ 
med!ftt«I^^M^rti^|P’:^ 
OB t%t limit^wiiiHB^.' 


theiv't^iwp®; --- .-.^-,- 

cot»ia^ ii^':"«d'''''ex|^‘ 
dition mi foiled.'^' * \ 

4. “ HaViog*gif<ift’f^ 
powers to Coi.’Godittrd, 
to negociiite and coot'oilBf ;^ 
a treaty of pace ; 

Marratta 

having* no cati6i!'t0^ilfw ’ 
the terms which wt ' 
prefcctbod id our 
tions fdr tttac pQri^fe;*;We 
have only to irepeat, 'tbit ' 
we l^ok toriic iH^ecfthdt 
coiiiiini^h as our pfitnaty 
oh|m, i^^bekmunatiqu 
of ■^■dwf'poii^^^^^w^'. 

(ball reje& die 
which we Baee pdeitd tdr 
be made ^cheti^ aii^ 

a$ 

, ■; AT/i; 
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bjr an open war, we l«kve* 
a latu^^of a&k!|ktoCol. 
Goddat;(it ui^er yMir in* 
«} avail hioifelf 
of the'&tltadoB which for* 
font may prefent to him i 
^ if a war flioald be in* 
difpenfibly continued, it 
jnuft alfo reft with him, 
Who is refponfible to us for 
bis conduct, to adopt any 
part, or the whole of Mr. 
Hornby’s plan, laid down 
iO' his minute of 30th 
torch, or not at alt, as 
be may think moft advife* 
al^ for promoting the 
^toefs of me enemy.” 

Sir Eyre Coote propofed 
a trifling amendment on 
this paragraph. 


mndiinonal determination> 
thewu on the 
(^0: .propofed by Mr. 
Horn^, Of on, any Other. 
Sopping that wr. views 
and. .wi^, which are ail 
diredte^vtu fn, honourable 
peaciety (hould be defeated. 
It ^ AOt from a partial ef* 
fbft op your flde of India 
aiioi^ that, we can form 
any reajkmdtle e)tpe£iation 
of a dectfive fuccefs againft 
thp power of the 

torrathsss - mr in the cafe 
of war, wo muft fuppoie 
their ftreogth to .be united 
againft us. -We will not 
thiwefore» precipitate a re* 
iblotion, in the confe- 
quence of which, all India 
may be involved. We (hall 
wait for advices from Col. 
Goddard, and be deter- 
mined by.che lig^ and 
informations with which 
ihe i|ii^*fuanilh us,” 


6 . ** Should this plan be 
tarried into execudon, we 
requite your ftnfteft at* 
teatkm to idle iMIohrkig 
dmdena :>*»Tto yemr «- 
aagsmiaist Hall be oH»* 
KonlyHr 
of yoiff wipedbiio^ii^peti* 
ioHs.aitd 


. Qoo^ehended in the 
,;laft|iatagraph. No. 5, up- 
on ^ general, pijnciplc of 
Ina^minuie, pf cbferving; a 
Hen^rde^adoountilfrePi 
■ndyHieaw.eifsoicdeCil fehm 
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fpedb, poreff dcfeiifive: 

That your engigeoieots^ 
with the Gtiic«war*8 fn ^ ' 
mily, fhait be made wiA 
the chief of h, and wi^ 
him exclufivety* That you< 
fhall not aifume a inedi>. 
ation betwe<h)thet)rdthefs, 
or take any part whatever 
in their domeftic difputes, 
further than to fuf^rt the 
party in alliance with the 
Company, and hit pt^S^- 
fions agatnft foreign wvaw 
fion ; and that you dO nek 
commit the dignity of the 
Company, or pledge the 
national' ^th, hi fomnd 
treaties with peribns of • 
rank or po^, uafuitahie 
to fuch a diftindion,** 


7. " We are fenfibde of 
the attention which yop 
have (hewn to our views 
with the govefamenc of 
Berar, injoinii^dheoyer* 
tares lately maoeiK^ Moo* 
dajee Boofla, by Colooek 
Goddard, and in ydur «e* 
lidutioii, to avoid wtoMvdr 
might agaui interfoe wkh 
this o^^danOh., We con* 
fefi, we at tUstime eatar- 
Odif^tlQhlhh^ Of hb eoo* 
curHna: with our defl^; 


7. Obferved the ilaiiii 
filence as in the preced* 
iog» on tbispangn^h al* 
ftt^bich Of cowrie im* 
plied a t^fiy^nrobauoo. 
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0iir fuperiority, b^re he 
will hazard the comquen* 

CCS of 9 decided connec* 
tionwith usi and every of- 
fer oiade to him, while be 
is under the influence of 
fuch a policy, will butferve 
to increaie bis referve, as 
he will naturally conftrue 
it, toproceed from the con- 
fcioufnels of our own ina- 
bility to fupport ourfelves 
without a foreign alliflance ; 
and this is an additional 
motive for our preferring 
a feheme of military opera- 
tions, practicable by our 
own foice, unincumbered 
with the weight of a timid 
ally. If, notwithftanding, 

Moodajei Boofla fhall have ' 
anfwered the letters which 
have been written to him, 
by a willtngnefs to accept 
of the propofed alliance, 
we Ihftll leave it to be con- 
cluded under the inllruc- 
tions already given mcharge 
toColom I Goddard. If, on 
thetontraiy, as weexpeCt, 
he fliall directly refufe, or 
hefitate, or make new re- 
ferences to us, we nave, in 
fuch caie, ordered Colo- 
nel Coddard to break oflf 
(he negociation." 

Ra 8. «We 
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S. “ We think oof- ‘8. marits'<»f * 

felvcs ftridly juftifiable in diiapprobation, as in «h<a ' 
refufing to ratify, even the three laft paragraphs, 
ftnalleil tittle of the treaty, 
or convention of Wor- 
gaum, and we have already 
intimated our fentiments 
on this head to Colonel 
Goddard, and given him 
our final inftru£iions upon 
it but as we had not at that 
time before us, the feparate 
fecrct engagenfent entered 
into with Madajee Scindia, 
we could not take it intoour 
confideration, nor judge of 
the obligation we were un* 
der to exprefs our fenfe of 
his fervices, at the inftant 
we difclaimed the ads of 
the conr.mittee, and will 
not admit of any preten- 
fions founded on thofe ads, 
yet they cannot cancel any 
rights which have their, 
bafis in efiential and in- 
trinfic benefits reaped by 
our nation . This right we 
muft acknowledge to be 
poflefied by Madajee Scin- 
dia, and tnuft iherefiare 
declare, that unlefs he 
fbould have forfeited it by 
any (ubfequenc ad, he is 
intitled to a full compen- 
fation for any difappoint* 

BSeiit he may iuffer by our 

dimial 
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denial of the a£b 0 f the 
cofninUtee.*' 

0. “ We have therefore 
inftrud:edCol. (joddard to 
exprefs the fenfe in which 
this government is pleaied 
to regard the fervices of 
Madajee Scindia, at War* 
gaum, by offering him fuch 
a gratification as may be 
afforded him by your go- 
vernment, or for fome 
means which he may pof* 
fefs from the operations of 
war, in cafe peace is not 
concluded, upon the in* 
ftru&ions he is already fur* 
nilhed with.” 

10. !f in the event of 
war, Madajee Scindia lhall 
be difpoicd to take part 
with us, we have authoriz* 
ed Colonel Goddard to en* 
ter into fuch engagements 
with him, as (hall not be 
contrary to any before con- 
cluded, and which he may 
judge mod advifeable s 
making our future fecu- 
rity, peace, and an ade* 
quate revenue, his chief 
aruj^dirpenfible ol^e^, 
and the giwnds of our en* 
gq^enu with him.” 


9, As dbove.' 


10. As above. 


li. **.To 
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11. ‘To fum up wbat ’ 
we have written, our firft 
defiic is to obtain peace on 
the terms propoicd by oun 
xnftniciions to Coi. God* 
Oard or r^th Api il, and it is 
only in the event of the 
failure in this d‘*fign, that 
we have formed the lubie' 
quent tnftrudinnv, or will 
allow of their operations'. 

12. ‘ The execution of 
the propofed treaty of peace 
with the Poonah Mioiftry, 
we leave to the foie charge 
of Colonel Goddard, ac> 
cording to the infti unions 
which wc have already giv- 
en him. 

13. “ The feparate tie- 
gociation with Madajeee 
Scindta, bears luch a con- 
nedton wi lithe loregoing, 
that wc have therefore 
thuup ht 1 1 n eceflary to leave 
thisallutohischarge. The 
negociation and treaty of 
alliancewithMoodcyeeBoo* 
fla. we alio leave' to thefole 
tnanagenient of Col. God- 
dard, in the authoriryof 
hia biftfuftionsof the 16th 
^iovember,' undl tbejie- 
riod of tht^ ftflpeofion by 


n. As above. 


ti. Approved, literallyt 


13. Difapproved upon 
the principles exprelftd in 
his draft oppoGte to the 
fifth paragraph. 


ttit 
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the refufal, or fuch hefita* 
tiun of Moodajee Boofla, as 
he ihalldecm fuBlcient, to 
warraiit his declaring the - 
negociaciun lufpended.Thc 
future renewal ot this ne« 
gociation we reierve to he 
determined by ourexprefs 
orders, but without rcvok> 
ing the credentials and in* 
ftruAions already granted 
to Col. Goddard refped* 
ing it. In all other negoci* 
ation's, treaties, and plans 
of military operations, it is 
our with lb to blend the 
powcrsofyourguverninent 
with bur own in the direc* 
tion of them, and in every 
formalor occaliunal inftru* 
ment which they may re- 
quire for their ratification, 
asto preferve thecreditand 
difitnd; refponfibility of 
both, and to make both 
the pledges for the faithful 
obfcrvanceof them. For 
this purpofe we need not 
recommend that Col. God- 


voice 
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voicelnyourcounciisi |nd 
we are happy to find that 
you are fo well fatisBed 
with his condtid, and his 
ready difpoiition to alTifi; in 
the execution of your de- 
figns, as to leave us little 
occaBontolaydownaclear* 
er line fba the employment 
of the forces under his 
command, than that we 

have already defcribed. 

• > • 

14. “ We have dire&ed 14. As the foregoing* 
Colonel Goddard to fcxe- 
cute whatever fcrvice you 
lhall thitik it proper to re- . 
quire, which he fhall think 
pradficable, and which lhail 
not be contrary to any in- 
ftrudions, or to any exift- 
ingengagements^acaution 
which we hope will be un- 
necelTary, but with which 
we do not think ourfelves 
at liberty to difpenfe, while 
the piincipal refponfibility 
refts with us. And for the 
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infetcd in every treaty fo 
concluded, to that effect. 


15. “ We fhall heartily 
join wijth you in recom- 
inending Colonel Goddard 
to the Court ojf Directors, 
forthe appointment o^f com- 
mander in chief, at your 
Prcfidcncy, on the firft va- 
cancy } and in the interme- 
diate time we think it abfo- 
lotely neceffary in the pre- 
fent diff reffed fitoation that 
the military upon your.c<^ 
ubiifhment are reduced to, 
that he Ihould have the 
rank given him of Brigadier 
General, in order to en- 
able him to carry on the 
public fcrvice with more 
weight and dignity, for 
which purpole we have 
granted him a Brevet Com- 
miflion for the fervice, in ■ 
which he is now employed. 


15. Silent. 


Ib concluBon, Mr. Fran- 
ca obferved, “ that with 
regard *0 the form and 
‘‘ extent of the charge a- 
f* gainff Cbioiiel Kgjcrton 
*‘ and Lieutenant Colonel 
** CtwkbuVn, 1 have dq 
** otyedtion to the terms 
“ reebrnroended by Sir 
“Eyre Coofic,?’ 
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It is impoffible^ without deviating froiti the comnsofll 
tules of confiftency, to pafs over the Governor-general!a 
draft without animadverfion. It is a perfc^ Q)after> 
piece of artful confuflon, containing throughout, d 
Itringof ambiguities, contradidlions, and unintelligible 
tautologies, which, if they are not immediately calcu* 
lated to confound and cmbatraTs the negociator, are 
certainly meant, in cafe of error or failure in the exe* 
cution, to fcrcft) the real author from cenfure, by caft- 
ing it on Colonel Goddard, and heaping a portion alfo! 
upon the pondenms mountain already fufpended over 
the Prefidency of Bombay. A review and critical com- 
parifonof the 5th, 6th, ytb, 8eh, yth, loth,' iith, and 
12 th paragraphs, will clearly evince the truth of ^ip’ 
aflercton. But the 13th and 14th beggar defcriptlon, 
and may, without ofitnding the abktt produdtiona of 
the late Hefy be adjudged 10 a coofpicuous liba- 

tion among Jefuitical performances.—As the unconili- 
tutional and impolitic authorities and inftrUfiions which 
are contained in it, were clearly demonllratdd at thd 
Board, by a refutation which did honour to the author, * 
as well as by another protefl; by Mr. Francis ; it will 
only be neccl&ry now, to fay, that the plenipotentiary 
powers to Colonel Goddard, independent of, and as 
an abfolute check and controul upon the Governor and 
Council of Bombay, within the ocprefs precinds of 
their commilTiun and eilabUlbment, amouht to a total 


fufpenlton of that government, or that the whole sft 
al i that even Allowing to Colonel 
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letter on the Company*! lecoidi. 
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expofed to the temptations which are pecotiar to the 
chief command of a military expedition in India, joined 
with an uncontroled plitical authority, to feparate am* 
bitious objei^s from the infimediate, important duties of 
his high comrrtilfion, • 

The Governor-gchcra! in a minute, on thfc lOth 
June, canvafled'thHcntimentsavowed by Mr. Francis, 
and exprelTed in the draft propofed as an amend- 
ment on the Goyltrrtbr’s. He cnrtred into a long ha- 
rangue on peace'of irar with the MIntttas, as an al- 
ternative in which there was no latitude ; and that the 
orders to Colonel Goddard prefcribr i ijear and Ample 
conditidhs.' That if a peace follows, nfatters will con- 
tinue in, and revert to the fame.ftatc .as they were by 
the treaty of Poorundcr,- without the interference of the 
Suptinie Board. But that in cafe of war, the Com- 
piny’s fefcty^mufr'depeftd on i^mt aSHm, by feizing 
particular polls, ' during the lealbn in which (in his 
opinion) the Marratta troops could not adl, and thus 
bring diftrefs upn tbenri before they could reAft.f 
That hehad w/flrn intenigcnce.J that Madajee Setn- 
dia, and his colleague Tuckajee Holkar, and Roga- 
' naut-row, have left the capital, and arrived at Barhpm- 
pore, with a defign to invade the Nabob of Oude’s do- 
minion. That therefore, whether the Board chufe to 
credit thp'rcport or not, they ought to be guarded 
agaihft it, and even to prevent it. 

. ; ' Tha^ ; te was agiffeft Mr. Francis’s 
in cafe of #ir, it will bind bur bands, 
'%ile arc free, 4)54 will leasre the#^^ 

' • . ■ ' ' . , ' y 

' Exhain«*M» wU<li awipHlmcrfeal. 
f ItprDvtltoW /^/&teldg«iee,' if 

.. BntUwascalcaliiteidtoinuAndue tkaCofmdlintUattae^anMiiyie* 

With his liolUle views.' , ' 
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dcrtcy of Bombay incumbered and op^reflCbd with (|e 
weight of thst force»i>;in/which wt' depend for furcefv 
He laid, ‘ ^hat be tmer. vaedd fufftr the efjeil tb h 

* /^, fir wbitb the ietatbment^ ym, cimumtd iy €»■* 

* lonel Goddard, was fyfi appokttd. Skat it was tut ta 

* afifi the defies of the Prtjidsncy of Bamkay in their m- 

* attien, btU to fupp»t them in the mfifwtnces af it, 

* though the detachment was for' a wMe-fhe^td from its 
*■ dtfinatm, pn the ft^ofitim, that tJhe d^gm of that 

* Prtft^q bkd,4thtr wholly faibd* nt wmrtBimifitd, 

‘ Tet it has. fm^ ifffiKrud. to it, and is nowpruifi^ infh 
^ fttualion, in which it was ori^nalif mtant to pket ii. 

* I wid not fitf, iWbat would hone heeh the fiue,ofmm» 

‘ hay, bad not ‘Colonel Goddard mfifiafindly arnvtd,J^ 

* its relief.* . [ 

Perhaps human <^^nqe haa ^ .produced anoth^ . 
-more daring tnftance^ to. impofe on |he undecibodiAg 
of men, by dint of mere fopluftry/and bold adcrtbnk, 
than what is contained injhelaff r^tah The anfwer, 
regarding the fafety of ^mbay was (imple/ Bombt^ 
would continue a& it is. CotoneLGoddard’s detachment 
was on the banks of the Narbudday^ long afttr the de- 
feat of the tiumbay army. He concinued fojr fome 
;iine, after he had heard the event, to negociaie with 
Mo'idajee Boofla. Had the Marrattashadihoftile inten- 
tions, equal to the repeated provocations wbich they 
received, they bad it in their powee, eafily and clfec- 
tuaily, to have cut him off, or force his army to iur- 
renoer pr.ronera at difipfedoivieither by the fword or by 
famine. ^ that t.tfhachmenc, 

of,rwpoy«-irt Sdr;it,''Coul<l yield no i^edate fuect^ 

. i' -- ...; Bouibiy,'. if it been attacketli' ■ ' ' : 




ixft .ipirci&eesied tO decide'- trpoo thfc 
■ b^'ortt ; the .Boavdi- upon the 


the 
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the two drafts of a letter to the Prcfideocy of Bombay, 
which he predetermined thut> viz. 

“ He i^reed to the ill, ad, 4.th, dtb, 9th, toth, 
iith, igth, 14th, and a^th paragraphs. 

He agreed to the 3d and ftb, with the amend- 
tmots propofed hy Sir £yre Cpote. 

** He never itiiU d^f hrom the opinions which he 
exprefied in the 7th and 8tb. <4 

** He thinks the 1 ath a paragraph of «o ctmfequence, 
and may be omitted. v 

It was refolved by Mr. Haftings, Mr. Barwel), and 
Sir £yre Coote’s woteSi agaioft thole of Mr. Francis 
and .Whekr; in favour of the 0 Avernor*e draft. 
A -letter was, aceordtngly, ordeied to be engrolTed, 
and'tfaat it be referred to Mr. HorBey (who was dele- 
gated upon the preientoccaftoii to repretent the Prefi- 
dency of .Bombayi before it . is tranfmitted. Mr. 
Horfley doGreel kuive to take letter wuh him, as the 
length <d' it, and thevariety of fnbje^ it treated, ne- 
eedarily rendered him cautmus of o^mg any thing 
fuddcnly for the eonSderation of .the Boam *, and tk 
more fo, ** nr there art froernf fmrts 9/ iU enhcb he 
** fears' mil e^pear tsJm mere detnmtal to the puHu 
*’ fetviet, thsin^ he teiifidiri them," 

At a eonfiiltatioft held the 14th of June, at which 
thcBoacd wis, complete. The emended ^aft the 
lettb to Bombay was read, and aft^ a difienttheduef- 
tion was put, and carried for the Governor's amended 
draft as follows': 


Warren 
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Wafren Hafthgti % 

Richai^ Barweir, V Approved. 

+ Eyre Coore» 3 


Philip Francit* 

• Edward Wheleri 


] 


Difapproved. 


And immediately Mr. Francii end Mr. Wheler en- 
tered their protelbt and Mr. Francis delivered the f<d- 
lowing tminote td be iteotded. > > » 

d 

1 didimt fbmt and proteft againft the preceding 
** letter^ for the firflOwing feafiMa* in addition to (boie 
** on which I oppoied the meafoMS now adopted;^ ac 
« the time they were debated.** 

• 

ift. ** Becaulb I deem it oobeoOtniitg the dignity of 
^ the Govemor<‘general and Cduneit^ and a moft tm- 
** merited demonftrai^ of tendamefe and partiality to 
** the majority' of the Seleft Committee of Bombay, 
“ with loch evideiti;ei of their rnifemidufl: as we 
** have before m, to pafa by the whole of their 
** late proceedings, withoOt the fitiaileft ekpreflion of 
difapprobation or concern, as if notlung were in 
** queftton, but fome common and trifling oo^orrenoe, 
«« by which, neither the interefttof the Company, not 
« the credit of our arms, had been eflhntiatly woond- 
*• ed. When the feparSte opaaion»«f the memben of 
*( this Board fluiU appm bejWe our fuperiors, 1 doubt 
** not, they will think it an eittraordinary circumftancei, 
that no pdrt of the f|;Hrk whkb breathes tbraugb 
thole optnibM, RlNMild te preferred ib the 
•*'AdofCoohcil,'^' 

• ' a* *'Be^ 

' T 

* Let tin aWDete dWkttwbqaeffm baeMfSMaiidilinie 
urtlMbMt/imidh wkidi SM fiMflHd w Im» ssHtied few hit 
'atei^ es thes^oflfiw, aaddMwMtaftnace. 

Mumamtit tfi trrerr— -ll* Wndorapelogy. 



< *44 ) 

•2 * Becaufe, -cenOdcriog the of Coboe} £- 

<'erTori and Ueotenant-Colond Cockherii to be tried 
t*r a Court Mart id, as a clam ef r^bti 1 think we 
ih ' i not have condned our tneerpofitrpn oa this 
put nr tu a toU and lan^uti r{commni{itien,ff fucb trials 
but /bou'd !(nh iuftlifd on t>s bung granted, $n term that 
v^mfd axnu ao majiitti mub hfs Jheuld m bene 
waktnid even that reeeimendattftt kf r^mmg to a» al- 
trmatm, tf volude the Sedeff C^nm^e fiitff now avatl 
tbmfehes, under colour of our authofm,-^ 1 his, I coo- 
cotve, is no time to remind thetmthat they have o* 
th(‘r powers veiled ip them^ thd they are at liberty 
to wave ail irid» it they think pifop Yu ^nd to punilh 
the parties, by an immediate anddirmwd of power.* 


* Becaufe^, admitting it to be true, .that Medkun 

* li^erton and Cockbttrn, confeoted, he 0rft, to reUn* 
,* qmlh their claijnpi fo a public trial, and that they had 

* norigbi to retiaft foch confent, once given, ftill, 1 

* think we (bouid not have paflhd over in fiknee the 

* unwarrantable afis and declarations of the Prefidenr, 

* by which tt was c^toited from* them. Ihey who 

* think kail favourably of the condi^ of thefe geode* 

* mtn, fliould confider how far the precedent may 

‘ extended, and wlwt ftYunty k kaves to the military 
*' fervjye^'in grnerai, againft the arbitrary a^of a par* 

* ty, occafionally preyailtog in the Council* 

4 . * Becaufe the feve'^l pinna of allbnce or co-ope* 

* rations projidfed to be e«BCutod with the Gutaca* 

* waei, or wdi . Madajee Sciddia, or with Moodajejs 

* Boofii, mwboo£reredandii^|$0(^te^ ofteni^eour- 

* leitea are, al^Uy committed, by adedavatloD, 'and 

* engaged in theprofecutiontd'it. Infochdrcom^ceii 
i 1 conceive, we lhall oeat with aU,^,or any the 

* ahbve<‘melid<Mml' Clii^ ondcr 

* great dibdvilttajgel. lIVhtAoBAetheyiwfseQgi^ 
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ifl a war, which at all events we mtift carry on, thtf 
wjlJ either ftand aloof, until they fee the fuccefs of oor 
opirations, or lell u$ their alTmnce on terns which 
we Ihould not yield to in any other fitvation. 

5. * Becaufe no confideration whatever is given to 
the cafe of the two gentlemen who remain as hoftages 
in the hands of the Maitattas, and whole liveS'nuy 
be hazarded by an abrupt declaration of war. 

6. * Becaufe, nttluHve of all other realbnt already 
urged, againlt our precipitating the Company into 
war with the Marrattas, if that extremity can be a- 
voided, by any honourable means, I deem it incondf' 
tent with the principles of Colonel Goddard's inftruc-> 
tions of 5th April, m which the re<eftnblt(bment of 
peace is profef^ to be an objed, to fend him orders, 
which leave no room for accommodation, and which 
ought to have accompanied the indru^ions, i/tA$ 
Board h<(d been mgtnali^ delermned not to wait for the 
rclult of his negocurions, nor even for an anfwer to 
uur letter. 1 deem it ufelefs, even in view to a pro* 
Iccution of the war, iioce, in all probability, the ad* 
VKts we exped from Colonel Godard may af^ve lo 
15 or 20 days, and though a rupture in that interval 
may be forwaided, and all' means of reconCtlTaiioo 
precluded, 10 confequence of the prelont orders, our 
troops cannot take the field before September, No 
poiTible advan agta can therefoK be taken in eoofe* 
quence of this pjecipittrioni unlefs it be thought am 
advantage to denounce war, before we ane able o> yd, 
and 10 give the enemy the earileft nonce of our 

non tu invade dteir country, aa ibon at the d»ifoit 
Will permit.' 

Laftly. MMbMiili)eMyee(wc9itkwitbtheo(HAUMi 
of every mefnfaer of the Board, mtjff fit Gavwiw* 
T * 
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‘ gihtrdlt of Mr. Whelcr*! fentiments and mine, I pre- 

* llame no doubt can be formed. Mr. BarveU Ays, 

‘ Et thinktm fixniU watt for tb- eft3 of Ctkml Goddard^s 

* nigoiiatm for ptace. But, if we now decide the mam 

* qucllion of peace or war, the informatioo .which Mr. 

* Barwell thinks wc ought to wait for, can be of no 
» ulc to IK.* 

< The Commander in Chief, in whofe fentiments I 

* have entirely concurnd, declares it to be his opinton, 

* that we Jbould net feek to renew a wntj ht negociete with 

* tbt various Martatta tnterefis an ho^abk peace. That 

* Celeful Goddaris detaebnunt, cenfidering the fate it is new 

* iff, t^ethw with the Bombay troops t iranot equal to in- 

* fare fuicejs m a etnujl with the united Marratta power. 

* yet It IS with this force, and with this force alone, 

* chat under the prelent Orders we are to commence a 

* «ar, which will alTuredly unite the whole power of the 

* Marrattas againft us. No meafures previous to a de> 

* (^ration of war, are taken to divide tbetn, no alliance 
« fbnoed, no general plan operadons proposed. In 
‘ Ihori every thing that belongs to deliberation, and 

* which ought to pr^re, and lead to decifioa, is left 

* ttt follow It. But if in the outfet of the conteft, and 

* before any meafures can be taken to fuppori or co* 

* operate with Colonel Goddard, the army under his 

* command Ihould be defeated ( and tf tbs conferees 

* ef the defeat flsauld endanger the whok ^ the’ Compat^'s 

* Cdnmander tn Chief very jt^by thinks they 

* womt on what principle can wejufdfy a rifektm, to- 

* pahle of producing fucbhazarkuseonfepaencesjromwbicbt 

* at the ^efent point of twte, no inineedtdti'advantage ew 

* hoydenvak ini to he carried otto execution iy « force 
' ^b the Qommdir in Chief thinks is not eqnal to infurt 

Juccefi, tho’tem on which we are to et^age m ^swm 
mverpunequalt when tk utm^ we can,eup^ from « 
vtSory^ isjme att^ of territory o$ tie 

*ind 
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The fcitw haviiig been referred Mr, fiorlley, that 
gentleman, thotigh a junior fervant, yet aiStmg as thd 
reprefentstive, by delegation, ofthePrefidebcyofBtm* 
bay, did cqnal jufticc io his truth, and to elear abilities, 
m reprefenttng to Ihc Sjupretne Biojsrd.^'f^liftimpro* 
pfttflel and iBeijSfjjtiesJcbotaioed in the Ittcwt^uiftr^i 
tions, &c. to thO'ifrelidency. of The. 

will fpelk inore Ibrelbly and honourably fot itfetf, 
by abftrafting its fubftance, which will be found ^tit^ 

the CompanyVrccords in the India 

■ ■ . , ‘f ■•'■I 

By a letter firota Cptoml Godd^t dfled at Swaf,* 
the adrfj Odkobef, iy7b,,he inforfobd,. that tho Paifli^* 
ua’s minlfter had in plain sjntfdireia^iBrms .defclaredilo*^ 
him, in the name of his ihaftcr, that he would noe ae- ^ 
cede to the propofaU made by. Colonel Goddard., orjcdn- ^ 
chide peace with the Englifli, unlcfs Rogjanautriw (wfe ' 
hadelcaped) was deltvered vjjp to himt wd Salute for* • 
rendered to the Marratta government. That in confe* * 
qtsenee of this declaradob Colonel Goddard had broke ^ 
off the negociation, and prepared for war. The BOiQa ^ 
bay Seleft Committe, by their letter of '|ift October, 
informed the Board that they had ftroogly re^Homend* ' 
ed to Cdonel Goddard^ npt to precipItMe matters, .fott * 
tot^eavoor to gain tiiiw, and to deter aiiy tkdantioa 
until they #eit in a ben^ Otinditfon for an arJHte war* * 

As was {mdiA^, the whole Marratta rape* Ending' ‘ 
the Rajah 6f Berar,' and the OiHapawir €bi^ togetlwr 
with Hydef A)K Ck#n, and k'is crediUy forptofted tho ' 
Soidsah of theDi^aib, ^NudjiffCawn, hadentered 

intoa«kde^lMiaifonjbhslo“f^**y»*® ' 

Briti&empttt^m Bs^' iihd tbit they are carrying mi 
T a . a 



lanuwy. time in Julyv i 779 ’ *^'^**^*” 
UHw Ifl ^dttheit wfolvta aifainft thb m6ft pointed efforts 
l^rfeiuaiki on the pans-ot Nir. Fraoeis and Mr. Whe* 
anbth^ OBtachroedt; to tonfift of 2*500 ef- 
under the.commafid of Ciiptain Fopham, acrofs 
tlklfiontinent, ]lso. reinforce C(j0nei Goddard^s army at 
Smatj and thaf'ihjf 'detachtBefltbc drasrghted frottifhe 
llpoy TtHflattercndof Au- 

I #; gjtprain Fopham to<& leave, and received hislaft 
Ji^j^citjcs, -pariicdtafly an order on the Refulent at 
)ui^ for lyS^^^aturrent rapees; i\|pirt of the fab- 
hije ind contingencies of the eipedition. 1 he uni- 
iiiltipiW(«»,tihroog^t Hindoftart prt^ofticated, 
rittiraa adkeA fitwficc of fo weaka body of troops, 
‘ ■ ■ *1 moft diftant profped of fimilar focceli- 


;Wl «afuakiea, io favour their efcape and pauage, as the 
;fei^^choiefii had, confifting of three times the nuni* 
e^perierkced trodps, conntftcd battalions, and the 
Wi^pU!»t*dt ttain of artillery in Afia under the command 
arf!, Major Bailie, Viho has long been confidcred as the 
fhleft; artillery officer in the fcrvice. > It was conBdently 
diat thc very officers, who are feldom-baok- 
%^;tp go upon «ntefprmhg fcrvice, did notfbewany 
Vi^usefs to gi tjpori this*, and the defertion-of many, 
*i^.a!l<nt^t a wtal refufal of the' rank and file, tO;crofs 
4l^|otaityii yielded tooconvirkcing a proof of thefenfe 
tlw natives ha^ entertained of ffie inlpfobahiliry of fuc- 
*e«!etfng this avowed difaffeftioo prevented the march 
dftathapint, until a laughable^ prepSofferoos treaty 
^a®;^^,i>p*a;^duced Raw of the billy country of 
Gohydi .'wafi^lctttni*«d in January or February, 1780, 
«'i^,th<;,in>^ra^ih*lity .of the expedition being thenec- 

Jt^^iodgfrf i..tu.|iivc appearanccH-Captan J*oplliam’8 

*0^ tbe »U»t^ry. »««ans 
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of our great attd ptmeifijl new allrt to rtdnco 
forcreA orGdcaliar, belonging to tw 
the neighboorhoed of Gohud. The’ biftoiy of th»" 
famous treatjr, and the embafly of ftate fent to wiu 
nf'fs the execution of ,e paper^ tunriog haf) nbeady 
tht folemnity ahd authedticitf pfiial'^Ad eOentiaf |a 
In i» a ^iepe wifb ipanjr others* worthy of 
priuul.* 

Ir » a moral trud), thK focQeia agatnft the 
Chuf, Futta Stng Gtiiacawat* the j^rodar 
rat, docs not immediately aflfeft or uynre the 
of i' cnah \ nor will it ever be in the power of 
Goddard '(> attack them in their -own country, or‘m 
bring them to a pitch or decifive battle m we 
They will pay no re‘; aid to finy treaty or capituladhiia 
with Futta Sing, wh i, as a tenant fpr m in 
ndffedton to his ovsn lole ufe, has no right <» alieoatipik 
1 hi y It m always l}>eH n an averfion to the payment ^ 
tnomy by ueaiy, as much asthey have plainly ailcovere^ 
a loiicuou& iRciiiiatioo to pielerve an uninterrupted h^v 
tnony and altiat'ce widi the Engitih. The tradl^ of 
Guzzerat is of more impoitance to the Fnglilh traik W 
Bengal and ‘China, than any revenue that can a^^ 
from the terntorial pofieliion thereof, under an 
iyftem of government It would therefore hine oftit 
mtwe a({v>nri^etfUs to rhe £aft India Company, ao4' 
the Brtiifb nation, to have lubmuted,lo a f^nd 
defeat, as the means of any tolerable accommodaWm, ^ 
than to continue a war, the ex,>eQce of which ia alfogn- 
ther iniupporcabkby the Company’s funds, and wbi^ 
can have oo other tendency than toexalperatet^h^ar* 
rattas, and to excite addicional jeaiouly, dread, and 
coffikunanohi ui all the etbef native powers. If the 

m 

* The nsbuoi are Mbffihed b a tew ^aiBpl(teri ■*mhi*ty*f* 
of mmotei on Contraftii kc. in 1779. 
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warliM held out to the year 17S1, tt anrfk’ineritably 
fia^^e the Coai|»oy wove three intUioes of pounds 
^r^ing. 

The of the Com^toy’s Jiattve troops hath 
(ieft preferve^ and their mUHaiy fucoefles have arifen 
ftS^y frop a punduality which no other power in ln» 
dia was able to obferve in the payment of military efta< 
laments, and from the re^Ur diihipUne which, in 
tpl^uence of (hat puo&uality, Briti^i officers were en- 
aolcd to miuiitain ;n the arpiei • f t|»‘ Cuppany are ren- 
dered (incapable of'ppruing the famo lineot exactitude, 
Mutiny and defertion however dangei- os, will have lefs 
fatal confetji.ences, than the occahoo which it wiH fur- 
to their, ^vowed enemies, of augmenting their ar- 
nm'with veteran troops', regulady formed and difei- 
jMned by the Company themfelves. Such a fpirit dil- 
onvered hfeif in 1779, upon feveral occafioos, even in 
the brigade ftanoned in and near Fort William, and it 
became remarkably lerious in General Goddard’s army 
at Baroach. The Company's allies (if that appellation 
can be faid to belong to the ftate of dependence in which 
they are held) are reduced to a ftate of mifery and dii^ 
trefs, and by mere oppreffion rendered not only difaf- 
but both unable and uowillmg to pay their fubft- 
df^ty engagements. The Company's own provinces are 
depopulated, the Zemindars utterly unable to dilcharge 
the heavy load of arrears which is fuQxoded over them; 
their treafures at each Preftdency are empty *, their cre- 
dit, faith, and^wer, are e(|ually fufpeift^ their in- 
ve^ents, by Imcmn refoiuuons, as an aft of necef- 
ftty, not of choice, reduced 40 per cent, in Bengal t 
the ^nality of the remaining inveftpent fo debafed, 
and its coif fo advanced, that the fales in Europe create 
a bertain large deficiency } their military and civil efta- 
Idilhments, in the very midft of thefe dreadful fym[v 
ttnahs," hatt been impoliticallv and roadlv auemented. 



( ) 

wltbovut'boKmds tr Iheeftiimteof prt>t{jjl^ 

refQurce} for the fttr 1780 Nath heeo ackno«le|^ la 
fait grieroufly ihort of their abfi)lute eog^ments >* and 
they are involved in a «n«rai with all the inde* 
pendent ftates of liindolMi and the difiN&Aioq 
their dependent allib^ 'Who ire all htiNSontiU;ea and ef>> 
cited, by affiiranees of fnpport from the ohiy European 
powen who are conditiooM to do it with ia 

much to be dreaded, that the frual Uow is 
frruck, which may have the 
of a vaft accefiaon of territory and ‘tt^ in the JkWkt 
emjin. 


* Near 500,400 1. ItafHofc after entfimiag du» 
3J9,6oo1. fleriiag, to tnfwer toe oaili'of ^ly eawffcacy. 


Irsdw, i$tbMartb, 1781. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T ^HE ung^MfrdOs and uncakdid ktcempt by the 
» parti2an9'(rf'the GoirernOrGeaml, tofaddiethe 
Ute incorltoos of Hyden-Altt-Cawn into the Cartiaiic, 
and the difafter to the Madras army, on the Prefidency 
of Fort St. George, in order to draw the re|iroach which 
jufttf belong to them, from the mei|fures of the Go> 
Tenor General, and the iniquitous' Marratta war, into 
whieh he detib^ately forced the Company, may bring 
forth fbme more documents, to place the faddle tipon 
the right borfe. In the nnean time, it is thought pro* 
per to Ibbjoin to this narrative, an extradb from a mi* 
nute which Mr. Whicehill, the late Frefident of Fort 
Sc» George, committed upon record in Council, before 
he was fufpended by the Governor General and Council 
in NovemMr 1780. to (hew that the Marratta war ahnef 
cscited Hyder-Alli-Cawn to commence hoftilities a* 
gainft the Company, in confederacy with the Marrat- 
taa, and the reft of the native powera, and eyen in al* 
liance with Scha- Alium, and his Vizier Nudjiff-Cawn, 
whofe aUlities as a General and Politician, are diftin* 

g aifhed in Hindoftan. In fpeaking of the Governor 
eneral and Council, Mr. Whitehillufesthe following 
convidive language, every word of whidh being found* 
ed on fads, corroborate the predidions and cenfurea 
conveyed in the preceding narrative. 

** Plunged into alffloft inextricable diffietdtiet, it la 
** HOC an unwife ftretcb of policy, to fereen then^elves 

wtf 
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if in tlieif Jpower; ami io- load <Ahers With the pf^ 

** probium of tbdo afb* which ««fiow overpowcHo^ 
«i, with the p^nkioua coofequaice of their effefts ® 

“ Poffi;^4 » ftjfficic®Ky of '^nfikoiy, more eveii 
thao the hhfnl^meiW of, yowr 

** Prefideo^ Bengit.is>i^tiqreiyha«Wf|^n<^tem 
** with paying * obedience to youi^brdem, which 
** bavdjbeenunifocm aadl^r^ODthat tWidt hoc uoW 

** «liii(^thfsya(h|f^a|iik1l!d>eh^^ 
into Wf^ne of cxeett&v% and fO 

**culty, that neither tihWf foicea, nor . their remaei^- 
** were capabloof hearing them tfaverngh with any $ 
“ fibility of focceft^. Had the expt^cnce of fOn^x' 
** times been caJkd^in ’aHttle u tt^ic aki^ idtepyro^v 
** have (ten that Auret^zebOr of kllW moft fomitl»¥ 
** able mooarcha that ever fat opoo tbeiteWe of 
*♦ wm, after a twenty vean ftrit^le with all the powor. u 
** and riches of Hindt^n, obliged to abandon a nniil^ 
attempt.” , , „ 

** It was not, however^ in the line aJone of holUlfty* 
r* that the Govaoor General «id Council of ifienga}^ 
loft fight of the national iotC3«fti which have bo^: ' 
♦‘.entrufted to their care.” - 3 . 

They unaccountably forgot them in their apgoi^ ^ 
« ciationsand alliances with the MarrattaC%ii^. Ttw..! 
** infant P«(hwa was firft to be prote^ed} next* Ro.t 
ganauMow was to be aiCfted i again, Mooda^e Wv v 
Qa was to be fupported in fttme diftant pret^fimi^t ^ 
and all to the fMP^objeft, the fupreme governmoft ' 
** Of the Marratti iHate,'* , - , a 

Wheii AcoQtradiftton of this nature appean in die- 
«< public afts'of a grest power ; when a mnre chms A . 
** fuipicion t>f the prpfedioni it may make, bccoroee 
ihe.ruling.coflaphmkm bf 

wuh, the Iweft prop of pohttem.lpii^ is 
** [ten, and every evil may be juftly expe£^ as the 
w ccwirqueooe,^ 

V 
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** The meafores that ha#e been purfued la tiie pro- 
** fecution of this fatal Matraria contril:, may indeed 
be fuppofed to be unconneded with the principle of 
** tius f|iddref» V ‘hut the tnxfa it, the Meitatta wuf has 
" been the real^ftntrceof all thonifchief that hath be- 
^'fldlen the Carnatic^ and Qf all the injury that bath 
been levelled at me by the Governor General and 
" Council of Bengal. Had peace exited in that quar- 
" ter with the Englifb, Hydtr-AlliXavn would never 
tr have venturi from hit tW9 dodtinions. He &vr, 
"‘however, the extremity to which we were jwduced, 
" (a conllderabls part of our troops having been de- 
" tached t^ Bombay, at the reqtii^iuifbf the govern- 
mertt of Beh^l, for the fopc^t of this very war) 
""Viid very prodenUy Iqixtd hold of the occadon to dff* 
^ liefs us, where he knew we were moft vulneratd&’*’ 

" The Governor General and CouacU of Ben^af^ 
"'may,' in CxcolpaifoA of themfelv^ endeavour to 
** brfod this Preudency with the guilt of having ex- 
** died the troubles winch at prefcni exilf in the Car- 
" itatk^ by prmtading the renitution of the Gdnfoor 
*1^ Circar, and of having driven the Nabob Niaani- 
" Alll^nvrn, to avow himfdf the advifcr of the coh- 
V fodcracy. But the original caufo of almofl the lofs 
."‘of all our confeqwnc^in HiadoiUo, will be found 
"|o arife from the jrblh and rutoous condufh that they 
** ihemfelves have held with refpeft to the Marrattas. 
** In the Sooth, it has. enabled Hyder to arry firt and 
" dcioUtion before him^ and Id the Noith, (k the 
“ lauft accounts inform u$} it hath alforded a fovour- 
able opportunity to the Mbgdl Cnd NodjiflF-Cawii, 
" t;!^ take the with a'ctiAderable af«y,'(kcla- 
** ledly with ijhe intent ^ WridliAg from the Bnghfo 
** the Gouniiry which they took from the HobiBaa, and 
" the dotniopm ui ABbph'd-ClowK the of 
!’ Oudt,” , 
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1% Wthgtafif^'a tranaation to maue ii^ 

l^tih' the Hindoo books, called the and Po> 
ran, «tid of the hiftory of the Ibrmrr Kings, the ftu* 
dyit^-fhefe books, and kfxping the pidkures of the 
wrmer Kihgsand prefenc rulers of Hind, Decan, &c. 
ilways b^ore your eyes, and from thear It&leis 
ttHc to difeover which of them were, pr are worthy of 
rtile, and pofTeilcd of good faith, from which to d^ 
Mmtffle with whom to contrafi; engagements, and what 
OMiduA to obferve to them in^edureily,-<-< — Alfo the 
endeavour to (sreferve of peace, ’till forced 

tb reiinqutlh it. — »-The fupporttog every one in his 
hettditaty right,->-and revepgtng the breach of faith 
and en|^ments : but on the fuh il^n of the of- 
ftilden, CM exercife of the virtues of clemency and 
glKhsrefity by pardoning, and rece'ndng him again into 
fivbr, and rd^ring him to his polTcffions— rk mt fuf~ 
the int(»tKatkn ef pmer 1o rfd’ttt you tnto a bfmeb 
tf faith t and the giving fuppot to eaeb tilujtmus bouft tn 

prtptrtioa ta its rfpeffive merits i And in maiteis 

wmdb required a long courfe of years to bring to per- 
feStfbn, the forming your conauft oo mature ddi- 
beradon, and the advice of the Company and Coun- 
cil, are the fure means of exalting your greatnefs and 

profperity to the higheft pitch. The intention of all 

this is to recommend univerfal peace and friendlhra in 
the manner following. The almighty ddpofes of king- 
doms, and places whorofoever he chufes on the feats of 
power and rule ; but makes their ftability to depend on 
their peaceable, juft, and friendly cbnduflto othett.— 
It is not cvei y one who is equal td^the talk of govem- 
riient, on the plan defigned by the almighty ruler, and 
of'i’hfuring his ftabiUty, by a wife and |uft condod,— 
Hind and Dccan polfeTs, at prcfcnt, very few enlight- 
ened*, but a gteht multitude of weak and ignorant men. 
The Englilh Chiefs, and you in a foperior degree, pof. 
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feft all tl»e;«irtoe8.;^vc 

{Rflant^l^ya „6y: ^ij^ith’s 

ocean* by their m^buaiir wr,t|^^e* g|une| 


admiration of tiMoy, od, t}^ ;^it|inent. |t'i| 


cafy to acqtfi:re a but to ox^ 

lOogs, and Chief of is a.v^'j^.dil^iilt ma^q^ 
-——Ibe attainment of tl»M is obIy , tb :|^^ 
the means of frient^ij)* b| l*t^cb .the 
fobjefted. MyvcMdui^ is ^i^e4 m th|^ 

re^dtlicc '■ Pan^;i;. wuift 

sias {bidf to eflfed w 

mate fHend&ip, ah4 hy id^'e of tt^'^ 

taken fuch deejg root thai^. tjiruUjgb 
reached the cars of the Compith/'imf 
land ; and our dinne^h and 0prk^<Waenc|4^PMT 
on under the veil of vi^ity of oii^<|bjih^i^^,|^ 
b(^ difcovercd by tlurPcranaHMintii^} and b/th^i 
Nabob Ni2um«ul*Dowla $ - yet* thodgh t|lty ■ forn^ 
various conjeftures and doubts^ tmd haye /emj 


Vakeel* and written repeated le^s*, to epd^aypuc^^^ 
find out the motives ^ our dnich*^c thef ivma|n :#^ 
myftery i as I make the plea of .,wr ahdent 
the jun&ion of ourterritorics. .. ' , . 


I was impatiently expei^ng the affival of Mi> jwHijit, 
who beingendowcdwith ah enfight^ed uti^efj(l^:ti fl^ ‘ 
and' iovcfted with fu!} powers from tp cbndua ! 
negotiations, and determine on the meafifres to be p,ur« 
fu«l, . would have eflabliflied . the ti^s of a perpenjhi..; 
frienddiip, and havc;^^p{tdfed every matst^r on the tirincil| ^ 
bafis/ It pleafed Gf^ that he Ibould die on ihejohr- ' 
ney* andtne grief 1 felt at bis unfortunate iols^ wW. j 
would have been the means of fettlidg aOl points bje <;^4 

tween us, to our mutual c{mienr, ah4bS!;ihi3 

tion with me,, giving fatSsfedHon to Pai£#a ahj|" 

Nab<^ Nizam m-Dowla;) ail 

* a 3 • ' ’ ■ ‘ ‘ dca^i 
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iunlt tbMwn ^ 

^iMi tod oftly Stoves w add to jpdur «!«>& l 

iii/^ iMt Vet recdvcred ih« 

lu you wd| Icarft fiilfy ftip® Bcneratn I'Wfi* 
diL TTblre is fto rcm^y Foe rijisfi^uues, and it 
a in vain to ftrfvc againft the deettw of iJtoVi^toe » 
W Air* arrivtd^ (tub kdhs of poluywtuM have 
km mfMt tbattbe.^^ AUfirM^^oi^^ have ad- 
Ami mtt j0itpi^ |||a» 

Aft A'iu mtfM thm. print untt^fu ^ouU mv ihi 
JM^**'* a^dmrdntjicmty. 

^ ^rott^unttaU 

^ to iUi Mi&r tod mtivid for aofititu that you bad 
i/Um that ydut 

etuliUy w*t Fokiy, pointed againft the French, and that 
thoater affjfted the Ff eneh we yoor enemres. would 
fikewife by thefe weans hare been 
andyout detachment would have reachedBombay, wnW 

ottt meeting the ;finallcft mtcnuptioni and bad the 

?0Oaab Milftew t)ito a 
hive withdrawn myfetf foam 

im. Id •‘epiy to wbto yoo wite rrfpeaii% your 
i^ng yoar ultimate fdWutions, I l«»e comittuni- 
eM«4 to itotom Pundit whatever I judge piwer and 

to Stay bto^ *» ^ 
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v^ipStvdK^' «f » for ihofe poliMs ^dk I jll)(l4 
on, aftef liAnun^ dfiiKiei«aoii> «s nKift dig^ diaC 
caa ]?« adopted* 1 te&r you t(;i tte iettt^s of Beoerioit 
Fundic. Ifj, nonrkbfUoding, you fatpre any plan to 
propofe for the reciprocal b^eftt of our OMeSi bo 
picafed tocommuiucatecpiutt* 


To yoyr letter* lefp^ng feodl^ tsamiiy 
the French* and to remfom die GoremooioiK Bopi^ 
bj)% and fettiog forth that thf Foono Muitifert having 
broken the treaty with the Engi^ and tn c^pofidt^* 
to the rights of firieitdfiiip recdved In Envoy of thb* 
French King, and gnnted the^port of Ouulio 
nation, thereby enaUing them to fbVra m idhoal, aiut 
rollcft mil’tsry ftorcs, and of their having written 
rothcii oiliiert>, to permit the French ihipt to enter dndr 
ports, and that it being therefore incumbent On you 
to take mpilures to counteraA their dthgni, you had 
determini d to fend a Itrong detachment for the folo> 
torcement of Bombay, by the route Of ^rar}<atMt 
that in eonrideutioo of our ancient frieodihip, and the 
vicmi'v of </ur dominions, you requefted that oh in 
arrival in oiy ncighboufoood, I oould caufo it lo be 
inAruAi'd m the route, and providing it with prod^t 
and neceflanes, have it condu&ed in fofeiy tbm}|lh 
my territories, and join a body of my fonoes with it, 
which would increafo and cement our friendlhipt aiid 
that you have, at the afiurance of Beneram, Bxed on 
this route for its march m preference to any other,~-«- 
In reply to this letter, adfoated by its m^fUtes of the 
fincrreh friendihip, I waued not to take the advice of 
any one, but without hefiiation wrote yofi.«»-»Tbee 
where a Bncere friendship exifoed, the pamge of noopd 
through my country wu a matter of no motOent,, 

that 
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that they fliould proceed imniediai^y oiy 

cotinti^.-;— -I lUKisKrife inirdniii^ ^16^1 df the 
ifiiBehldte aitd da^tshe wou^aiee(,^i|;h ii> thc^ay, 
from daageroiv* ihooata&s, ^'tenQ ve i^ers, &c* 
And alfo dilpatcbed Lilia |addii Hoy* wjith a Chief 
of &ote» to the banks of tl^ Narfciidaa, ro lupply;tt»fe 
deeachmeat with provifiohSi as loog as they, were in 
my territory, and to tmatdiem. wiih all the dcties of 
lioipitality i where he in 'ekpf{|atiun 
aml^arfor fix dlohths td nd tiit&ed 

mM^ thdr iim m the Bftndk CamctuHtr^t eeittrar^ to 
Sity' ruh of that t&c "^1 the Popoali 

Miniften sN^e fijpafitely e^ ui^their own pri- 
Vii^ 80al^^ or ih dte war with'Hyder Naig, inlbtnuch 
^^’they bad no tin^ to turn {hek attention to the 
OOncetns of other parts, and the march to Bombay 
m^ht have been effh^cd with the grcateft cafe. The 
time is ho# piifti ' The arrow is (hot, and cannot be 
rectdle'd; As I have fepc^edly written to the Poonah 
Mlniftcrs, wifli#honii I k^ op a^conerpondenceon 
the'ibbjei^ of tlieir e^^ Ftench Envoy, and 

l^akihj^ thdr f^lt^'With thi EngliOi Chiefs, afb 
bighb in^fiftent w;ith honour and policy. The an- 
fwerihave received iProm thktn, 1 have communicated 
to'you. The fubfiance of #hat they fay in their own 
jdhthcation. is thi^ ' Frrhch ^VakOjfl came 

for the porpofe of tlrttflSc'i not to oegociate ; for 
the fatisfadion of the Englifo, they gav^ mm bis 
difmifiion. That the account of tht: grant of port 
of ChoUl, and an arfenal, is en^'^ witfatfot foupda- 
tiori } and that they have hot; ind^U|»^lioQ 

towards the £ngtifh-f that I #111 therefore write to 
Calcutta, that ypbimay be>^Tfo^iy fotisfied reading 
their dFpo^iok My letters did not produce the^ 
efkiSt or iaiisf^ihg' ydttonthe fobjk^ of ihePaifoWa, 
but your doubti Ithl remained* And, adoaOMl by 

wifdom 
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wirdorn iinci pViide^t you determined to fend .Mr. 
Elliot to ine. and wrpte.tp me* ,thiU on his arrival at 
Naigpore, after he had an interview' Vrith me, and 
learned my fendmei^a and views, he would, in con- • 
judion with mci :tem. a plan for our mumal honour 
and brnefic, uid give dtrefltons to Cononel Leflie in 
confcquence, who would be guided thereby. 
eveni «f this gthtltmm's i^Maiioji is tea wtU hmm^ 
and Conanel Ltfiit after, in befiiMtks 

with the- Paifiwits efhrs^ <and Zimnitrs «f thtfe 
and coUtSlag Urge fms ef mmjy died. Colonel^ Qod- 
dard fuccceded tO the cofnrnaud} and purfued (he 
fame line of conduct, ; with refpedco the Taljookdars aai 
his predecelTur. And Arriving at GarawaU; and Gariiur 
in the territory of the Afghan^ whither he was obliged 
to march with the utmoft caution, being (urroundpd 
with a Marratta army, who conftanily feized every 
opportunity to attack him, wrote me from .thence, 
that he fhould ihortly imidb the Narbudda, whyre I 
would be pleafrd to caufe grain and pchiu’ neceifaries 
to be prepared, and a party of my forces to be teadjr 

iQ join him, 1 wrote him tn anfwer, that jUdut 

jfoda Roy, and Shao Baal Hazaile were waiting on 
that fide the Narbudda, which is within my territories, 
and that the gaut where the troops ihould crafs was two 
cofs from hence under HaiTingabadt that^JanojecBoOila 
forded it with his army at that place, on his expedition 
to Malawa, and chm 1 did not doubt it was now forda- 
ble; that he iboiij^.>: Tberefore crofs his army there, 
and repair to HafH^bad; thatLalla Jada Roy would 
exert his utmoft acuity iniup|dying him with grain 
and other provifions, and treat them with every degree 
$( hofpitality ; but that, as the^ioadibrward was ve^ 

' difficult and dangerous, and tlKsufanids of the 0ama 
Cailes, were concealrilin the hides In the mountains ; 
who rbt ugh not able to oppofe him openly, yet 

b would 
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would do it by ambufude and Aratagema, and cut o(F 
his fupplics of provUions : and that, beyond that he 
would enter the Soubalbip of Barhampore, dependant 
on the paifliwaj that near 4000 of Scindia’s cavalry 
were waiting at the fort of Affur, for the arrival of 
the Englilh on the binks of the Ganges*, to, 000 
more were under the comtnand of Bagarut Sundiab i 
Scindiah himi'elf with the chiefs in yeadinefs at Poona, 
wailing to Hear of the approach of the Englilh. And 
moreover in Berur, in which t)te Nabob Ni2am-rul* 
Dow]a,po 0 e(resalhare with tnciall the Jaghirdars were 
in reathoefs with powerful armies ; a .d although the 
Englilh poi^lTcd the greatcil magnanimity in 
battle, yet as every ftep they toedt would be juft into 
the mouth of danger and all the above-mentioned 
chiefs would fet themlelves to cut off and dellroy his 
provifions,, and take every oppoitunity of attacking 
him when they faw an advantage, and of harraffmg 
him nigltt and day ; conilantly fuirounding his army 
with their numerous forces, the jurrdion of a body of 
my forces witJi his, would avail nothing in the iacc 
of fuch large armies*, but would only involve me in 
the greateft Ioffes. That it neither was advisable for 
him to return, which would dimiqilh the awe and refped; 
in which he was held: That I would therefore write 
the particulars explicitly t^Calcuica, and that whatever 
you ibould think proper to ■in'-imate to him and me 
in reply, it would be advisable to abide by, and ^ 

, accordingly. All which time, 1 would recommend 
that be continued at Hoflingur— ^That I, have recci** 
ved htters from Cakutu, iiiled. with the warmeft 
fricndlliip. and confidence to the following purport: 

“ That the dciachnifpt fhcftild cpnie into my neigh- ^ 
bpurhcod, and he guided in its operations by my ad- 
vice:*’ that it is incumbent on every Chief who enjoys 
the Confidence of another, to give luch advice as may 

be 
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be moft advantageous to the Kpoling truft, and 
moll coOfiilent the faith or ehgagaments ; and 
th^ tvith futh conduct the Almighty is well plcafedl* 
That I had alfo Wriftenf' to the Poohah Minifters my 
advice on the - fituatton of aif^irs to this purport. 
“ That Mt. Elliot was deputed hither to negoeiate 
with me ; but d)'ing in the journey, ail the nego- 
“ ciations intruded to him were fufpended : that had he 
arrived at Naigpow, I had determined, from prmci- 
pies of atcaclimeat, ' tb have remoted froth thh 
minds of the Englilh the doubts and apprehenfioilrt 
“ which had arrifen, by reaibn Of the fuppoled, ^en*- 
“ couragement of the Frertch Envoy at Foohah, and. 
“ the agreement to fupj^rt that nation, who weth 
“ the inveterate enemies of the EnglUhi' which had 
“ given rife to the quarrel bet^n the two Hates, by 
proving to them under the fanfiion of.folemn oaths^ 
“ and becoming myfelf guarratitee, that all thole 
“ reports were groundlcfs, and that the Pooufih. ^U 
niiicrs were fleady and iEealicmain cbgagftirra 
“ with the Englilh; and on Ibvieral acclounts highly 
“ obliged to them : and I would hare taken,, frotti 
Mr. Elliot, engagements that the ErtgliHi had nd 
“ idea of affording Ibppoft toRaganaUt-Row, ^Bui 
“ were refohed to maintain their treaty inviolate ^ 
and that their appwsHenfiohs relilited to the French, 
and that when 1 gave the Ehgliffil fatStfeSKon, rela* 
“ ting to the French, and become guarantee, all hit 
** doobrswduld be removed; and that if it was te* 
“ qaifite a freflt en^gcment Ihould te eitccuted, to 
which he Woirfd' be '« 'guarantee; thatlrt brief each 
** party entertained a ihafoOibie doubt ; the Englilh; 

that the Pbottah MiAlHe^ 'would join with the 
** French j and the PoOiiah iMlidfters, that the Englifll 
** fuppoW RoganautoRbw j that whet* thflfe fufplcioiia 
no longer remained, all eaoies Of difpkafofe would 
of courfe ccafc, and that they could have no objefliosi 
' ba to 
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“ to a dtrtacbment cf Englifh forces fcnt for the rein* 
rorceinent of Bombay, and to overawe the French, 
** not for the fupport of Roganaut^Rojv, repairing 
thicher, and to oppofe them, would in fuch calc 
” have been highly improper,” &c. &c. &c. 

Second Pejifeript, 

Baboo-Row, the Failhaw’s Vakeel, has obftrvcd to 
me in the coorfe of converiatioa, that his maftvr has 
not the flighteft idea of failing In his engagements 
with the ^glilh, or of contraftinp any fncndfhip 
with the French, but that the treaty t ,r|)ids the march 
of Englilh forces through the Paiihwa’s dominions •, 
that therefore the appearance of. fhe detachment now 
on its march, is an infringement of the treaty. 

THrd Peftfcrljx. 

Although it may appear improper to repeat the fame 
thing over again, yet the importance of the fubjeft 
may plead in my excufe. On cither part a doubt fub- 
fills. The Poonah Minifters fufpeft that the Englilh 
forces, on their march to Bombay, thou^ oftenlibly 
for the purpofc of oppoling the French, are in reality 
intended for the fupport of Roganaut- Row » and that 
the Englilh at Bombay, who were not includdl in the 
treaty with the Pailhwa, which was concluded through 
the Government of Bengal, with the advice of the 
Chief at Calcutta, are defirous of breaking with the 
Paiikwa, and fupporting RoganauE>Row, and that 
the detachment had been lent at their requintion. 
They alledge, that the Chief of Calcutta, writes to 
them, that he is firmly refolved to adhere to the treaty 
witii the Paiibwa, and that the detachment he has fent 
to Bombay is folely to awe the French, without the 

leaft 
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leaft defign to aiTift Rpganaut-Row; and that fince it 
is forbidden in the treaty to difpattb tro<^ ov^r land|, 
the march of the troops is a breach it. That if it is. 
necefitary to fend troops to Bombay, to awe thtFrehcH, 
they ought to be fent by fea. 

The Englilh on their part fufpeft the Poonah Mini- 
fters of joining the French, in confequence of having 
received a French Vakeel As the Pailhwa fonncrly 
wrote me, that he had no idea of failing in his engage- 
ments with die EngiiRi^ nad that he had given no en- 
couragement to the Frendh Vakeel, who came, for the 
purpolc of traffic, and that he had difraifled him, 
therefore rcqueftcdthat I would fetisfy you in that re- 
fpcd. I, in confcquence, formerly tirroie you all tbdfe 
particulars. As I have a voucher in my hand from the 
Pailhwa, that he has no connefiioo with the French, 
and is ftcady to his engagements with the Engliih, I 
am able, by this voucher, to gjvc you complete fatis- 
faftion on this head. But 1 have no voucher, or inti- 
mation from you, by which! may be able ip give fatis- 
faftion to him. 

As be pleads a (irohibitton in the treaty, to the march 
of forces over land, and likewifo ccpplaint refpe^.ng 
the ffloncr colieded by Colonel Leflie m his territones. 
What aniwer can be made thereto f 

As the time' requires, that a reconciliation take 
place with the Poonah Minifters, you will confid^r and 
determine what reply lhall be given to thefe two points 

which they cofljplain, and by what means they may 
be fatisfied, and communicate. your refolutioh tome, 
that I may write coi^aqible^theretb, and remove 
all doubts. 


A. No. 
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A. No.’ III., 

Mf. Francis’s mmtton t%e Utter from M^ajee Booila, 
dated 5rh December 1778. 

January II, 1779. 

1 have nothing to object to the pious precepts, and 
meUeat morai mftra^^ions contained in thele letters. 
'Whether they come fealbftabiy or not, at a ti-ne when 
deep plans of policy, and decided afts of vigour nri^lii 
have been expeded from our Intended ally, indctl ol a 
general difcourfe upon the duties of a lUrefnian. Or 
how far fuoh a difcoorfe may with ropnety be ad- 
drefled to the chief member of this 'oVernminr, are 
queftions very little necelTary to be confide ted .it pre* 
fent. It is of no Imt of moment to us now, to cn(]uirc 
into the moral charader, or religious creed of this 
Marratca, though it might have been prudent m us 
to have been fomewhat better a' f|uainted with both, 
before we trufted him fo far. From ocher parts of hu 
letter we may collcft information of a more intcrcftlng 
nature. If we really mean the public fcrvioe, if wc 
mean to fave Colonel Goddard’s army, ard to provide 
lor the fecurity of the Company’s pofllffions, let' us 
not obftinately Ibttt our eyes to the evidence before 
us. After examining the faffs teithoiit prejudice or 
palHon.let us draw the natural and obvious conctulions 
from thefe faffs, and endeavour to off firmly and con- 
fidently upon both. 

For my own part, the drclarafions contained in 
Moodajee Boofia’s letter to Colonel Goddard, received 
on the 31ft of December, appeared to me fiifiieiently 
explicit. A majority of the Board, however, dill 
thought it nccefiary to watt for fome further explanation. 



But now I prelttoie not tk Auidow of a douk can 

remain with a^f of us concerning his real ientimentt 
and rciolutions. The molf material points of fai^ af- 
cci rained bV the preleni letters, and by wUch our 
meaiures muft be immediately directed, are 

I # 

lil. Thatfo late as tlte5th of December, Moidijae 
Booda does not appear 'to have had the leaft idoapf^ihe 
extent or nature of the Governor'Geniemrs views, iii the 
proppfed altiancei thpugh we have been inform^ tint 
his Vakerl, Bcoeram P'undid, was p^fcidly poflfefled 
of tlie projcd of that alliance, frpnA. feveral converik- 
tions which he uas had with the Govefnorf<seneral in 
Calcutta, and was authorizedtocomnimaicare the fame 
to his niaficr. , , • , 

adly. That whatever c^ee of ioformation the 
Rajah might poiTefs on this fubjeff, and admitting his ig« 
norance of the Governor’s plan to . be merely affird- 
ed, he appears plainly to have had no fort of di^ofi- 
tion to catch at the ehjeSs prejented to bit dntiitm, or to 
run the rilqueofaruptureeithetpvith ihePailhwaortlMi 
Ni^am, much kls with both at the htme inftant,, for 
any oflers tint we can make hint. On this pmnt hia 
declarapons are clear and decided. 

3 dly. That fo far from (hewing a difpofitioo to join 
us againii: his countrymen, he fays exprefsly, chat 

the jundion of a body of his forces with Colonel 
** Goddard’s wqujd avail nothing in the face of luch 

large armies, but wQpId only involve faimielf in the 
“ greateft loffts.” 

4thiy. That it is his opinion, founded on reafon, 
which, if he does not deceive us, arc fuHicicmly fdid, 
that the detachment cannot proceed towards Bombay, 

without 
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without the greateft difficulty and danger, nor return 
without difgrace. \ 

5thly,4.That fo far from entering into an ofieniive 
alliance with us againft the Poona govcmnoent, he in- 
fills on the neceffity of our coming to an immediate 
conciliation with them, and of our previoudy giving 
them fatisfaftion for the march, of our army through 
their country, and for the large fums colltdled from 
their dominions, fird by Colonel Leflie, and after- 
wards by Colonel Goddard, who fhe fays) has pur- 
“ focd the fame line of condufl, wi- i^refpeft to the 

“ Talookdars, as bis predeceffors.” The perufal of 

thefe vduminous letters, will foggeft many other intcr- 
efting rededlions to our fupcriors. Oi^e circumilance 
in particular, 1 think dcferves their notice, notwith- 
ftanding the detachment was for fome months under 
the orders of the Prefidency of Bombay, whofe defigns 
were very explicitly communicated to us, and although 
the commanding officer was intreated to co-operate 
with them in the plan they had formed for the fupport of 
Ragoba,and notwithftanding all the meafures taken 
here, profelTedly originated from the communications 
which were received in January lad, of certain overtures 
fuppofed to have been made by the Minifters for rcin- 
Aating Ragoha. Moodajee fioofa now affirms, that 
his Vakeel bad it frm Mr. Haftingss own mutbt that 
it nentr was., nor is difi^td Ly the Engltjh Qtiifs U Jupn 
port Rt^oba, 

The good advice contained in thefe letters is, in 
effev'l, the fevered reflefrions on the levity and precipi- 
tancy of out councils } and probably has no other mean- 
ing, than to Ibew 'the Governor- General in what rc- 
iped Moodajee Boolla holds a ftatefman, who pro- 
itiils “ fo have departed from the common line trf po- 
^ “ licy 
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** licy io the whole of his conduft.*— If we were not 
become the Oihjeils of bis fcorn, would our boaftcd ally 
take furh a time as this to tell us, “that it is a pro- 
“ verb, that whatever is deliberately done is well done •, 
“ that It will lie proper maturely to dthkerate on the 
“ ptobablc event before the commencement of anyun- 
“ deruking, and that it is the part of wifdom and found 
“ judgment, before aqy further Heps are taken, to de- 
“ termine by what means they are to be fupportM, 
“ that no unfteadiacfs may hereafter arife.^ 

What mufl this Marratti think of the prudence of a 
government mat fends an army a thouland miles for- 
waid into anenemy’a country, in the prcfumptioi. of 
rcci lying afii lance on the i^it, without any treaty 
previoiuly concluded ; with'iUt a jingle condition agreed 
on ; without one flipulation formed for the operations, 
for the proceeding, or for the retreat of that iimy j and 
even vviihout knowing the general fentiments, views, 
or d)l,ofitions o: the prince on whofc future fupport we 
plared our oepcndance ? I do nor wonder that Moodi- 
lee Boolla (liuuld feel no inclination to unite his fortune 
with fuch a government.— But let us now at leaft profit 
by his adutc, as far as the circumftances we arc redu- 
ced to Will admit. In the natutal order of things, deli- 
beration Ihould go before meaiures, with us it inuft 
follow them, * 

Colonel Goddard’s army is now near eleven degrees 
well of Calcutta. We have no other way of tracing his 
progrefs, or alcertaining his diftance from us but by 
obierving, as accurately as we can, the latitude and 
longitude of his pofitinn, on a general map of India. 
If he attempts to proceed, it muft be rs mu/i of 
dangtr. If be retreats, »/ tt*/// refttfi dtjh'-wur on our 
ami. If he advances into Berar, u Is againft the advice 

c of 
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of th*- Rajah, who infiftN on his remaining where he is j 
an i who, I pref. me, '.rii! nercrfiilil-r an Engiiiii ,vi"} 
to marcii into the iicisrt or the country ; elj'cciaily wi'.cti 
he hcais that another detachment is pr:- paring to enter 
it from the • aftward. Thi^ meafure, fu far ’Vom j^iving 
him enC'jur.igemf’nt to join VIS, mult nariiMlly iill him 
with jealoufy, and diftnid. Without inliiling on iio 
faithkfs charafter uniformly attributed to the Ma - 
ratras, thefe motives alone arefufficient to pu:. him on 
his guard againft lu; while others, equally powerful, 
may induce him to take advantage of the critical litii- 
aiion of our army, and to comprom': jtis own differ- 
ences with the Paifliwaand the Nl'/.am at our exj'.enct. 
At all events, 1 prcUimc, it cannot be difputed, that 
the fafety of the detachment depends greatly on the 
good faith of Moodajec hoofla. In this (itiution we 
have a choice of difficiiliies before us ; whatever refolu- 
tion we adopt will, I fear, be liable to fneh ohji ebons 
as will admit of no better anfwer, tlian that ftlll greater 
objeftions may be urged againft any otlur. We may 
order Colonel Goddard, at all events, to jirocced to 
Bombay; or to move towards our weftern ftontiers 
through Bcrar, or to return as expcditic.ufly as he can, 
by fhc way he went. 1 am againft the lirli, bef.uil'e I 
am' convinced it cannot be attempted wii.h.',..r the 
greateft hazard to the dcuchment, or with the imallcft 
prob’ik'ihcy of ficcefs. I corhder it a: one common 
and C(iualii cdci tiJ in:er.ft of dl the powers of India 
to oppu;c the march of an Engllfii army acrofe the 
continent ; and, by defeating the attempt in the firft 
inftance, to deter us from e\er forming lucli a enter- 
pri/e again. Muodaicc Boofla himfclf ttates the dan- 
ger to us in tc.m whith Uifficiently cxprcls his opinion 
of the impoffibilicy oi furmounting it. 


With 
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With refpeft to Bombay, notwithftindlng all that 
has liet-n faid of the deep deligns of the French, that 
place is aciually in no danger ; if it were, this is not 
the way of providing for its defence. I am againft 
the focond, hecaufe it appears that the Rajah himfclf 
is very averfe to letting Colonel Goddard come into 
his coiiniry, and infills on his Haying where he is. If 
the army (hoiild move into Berar without* his confent, 
and without ibme ftipulations previoufly determined 
with him, it will be always in his power to factifice 
them to f!ie\ Bocmah Government, or to the Nizam, 
if they can make it their intcreft fo to do. For my 
own parr, I am very much inclined'to think, that all 
his iarc delays siv.i uncertainties are alTc^led, for no 
othil ]>urpore but to* give his countrymen time to 
forri piece their preparations, and to furtuund Colonel 
Goddard. No i hoice then is Ic! t, but to order Colonel 
Goddard to reiurn as he went. 1 do not fry, that this 
mealure fhall not leflen the opinion which the powers 
of India may hitherto have entettaimd of the eouncils 
of this government. It may alfo be thought in fome 
degree difgracet’ulvtomui:. arms. But neither is this of 
weight againll other fuperior confidtrations; nor do 
I apprehend th.'it if no direfl imprediou be made upon 
our army, its bare retreat will prove any thing, but the 
extreme imprudence of thofc meafures which have left 
us no other option. At the lame time,* I think that 
jiroper letters fhoiild be written to the Piiiihwa, to in- 
lorm him of this alteration, to defire^ihat the army may 
return without moleftation, and to alTuic him that w« 
are fincerely difpofed to come to a conciliation with him, 
andtoadjufi: whatcverdiffcvenccf may unfortunately have 
.nrifen between his government and ours, in an amicable 
manner, agreeable to the tcrms'and'piinciplcs of the 
treaty of Foonah, ' ^ 


The 
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The time wbtcb hm 0 Ree the receipt of 
Moodajcc BooHa’s letters, and cIk critical flnution of 
the detachment, make it indiTpeofibly oeceiTary that 
fome dear and decisive orders be immediately difpatched 
to Colonel Goddard, I Audi he teedy to corred; and 
alter my opinion, if I fee juft and fulid rcafoos urged 
againftit. 

' . P. Francis. 

Gmmr Gentnh I have feen Mr. Francis’s mi- 
nute,, and dt wt tlnnk it neceffary er preper to 
apply teH. 

VV; Haftings. 

latMgme from Poona, (ontahud'in a Letttr from Kov 
Gee, dat(d i%tbaf January, 1779, to the Nabob 
t/Atcet. 

I. I have addrelTed yoiir Highnefs fcveral letters of 
late, feme of which I hope are arrived. I have ac- 
counts of others having been intercepted in the road, 
and fliall therefore rcct^iitulate (btM of the moft im- 
portant trattfaAiofls here. 

. a. The Ensliih Surdars, as I have already mtote to 
your Highnefe, marched from Bombay to the palfes, 
and forti&d that of Kodtichully. Raganaut*Row i^k 
pifelBon of two forts which were in the road; and 
joined the Englifti army, which I heat confifted of 700- 
Eurt^ans, $ batalions of Seapoy;, 40 {^e$ of can- 
non, mortars, and a quantity of powder mid military 
(fores i they had befidet 4 lacka'of rupees ki mon^. 

j. Siccaram Ptmdit, and Nana Furnefe, twd Ma^ 
itiaSurdars, joined their forces, and (atisfied the dtf- 
• coflteoted 
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contented chiefe Schindiah and Hollcar, by giving them 
nuMteyr js^bites, a«d'o*Ji 4 ir prt&nll. • 

» ♦ 

4. All the chteft ba^iftg'tnettocoofuJt what was te 
be done in the pfefent ftate of affidri, they all with ofle 
voice agreed, that if Roganaut«'Kow eatne with his own 
forces alone, theyfljould receive him, and give him a 
(hare of the power as formerly i but fincc he ame widi 
an army of EngHfb, who were of a different natioii fiom 
them, and whofc conduft in Sujah Dowla’s wontry, ■ 
the Rohilla country, Bengal, and the Carnatic, they 
were well acquainted with ; they onanimoufly deter- 
mined not to re<eivc Roganaut-Row j as otlKrwtfe, in 
the end, they would be obliged to loriake their religion, 
and become the flayes of Europeans. Upon this they 
exchanged oaths \ and Nchunv'Row, i^agee Pundit, 1 
and Scindiah, were fent with an army of 15,000 borfe, 
befidcs foor, to the Gaut of Tehcanoon, and were fol- 
lowed immediately after by Siccaram Pundit and Nana 
Furneze, with 40,000 borfe. 

5. It has been for feme tlrtie the fixed determhuttion 
of the Englilh Surdats to give their afliftance to Roga- 
oaut-Row, in replacing him at the heail of the govern- 
ment i an army wag fent from Calcutta, who made an 
alliance wiih Boo&a, (Rajah of Berar) and they were 
greatljr encouraged by^ the newa of the furrender of 
Pondicherry. 

* 

6. Mr. MoByn, who weik from Poonah, made 
them belkvd, that many of the Marratta Surdars 
were in their iniereff, and that as fooo as their army 
ftould arrive at the Gaut, Helkar would join them with 
nil hja forces. 


7. Tl# 
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7. The Englilh, trufting to this,' marched thdf 
army to the Gaut, and waited impatiently for a whole 
month, hot no one appeared to join their ftandard. 
The Engltlh army marched forward from the Gaut, 
ai^ were fo mpeb harralTed by the Marattaa as not to be 
ab|«..tp proceed more than two cofs a day, duringwhich 
time they loft a great* many of thdr men by the 

upon them by the Marattas. When they came 
to C^ockly, which is about 14. cofs from the pafs, they 
were obliged to halt j Captain Stewart, one of their Sur- 
dar$, was killed at this place. 

8. On the 21ft January the European army arrived 
at Tulicanoon (17 Cofs from the paft;- Mr. Camac, 
Second of Bombay, was wich them. Siccaram lent 

body of horfe to TuUcanpon, to‘harrafs them; 25 
Eofopcans, amongft whom was an officer, and too 
lepoya, were killed on the firft day; the Marattas had 
200 men killed. 

9. On the 2d day, the Englilh were furreunded on 
all (ides by the Mvattas, and all fupplies of provifions 
cut oft from them. Seeing themfelyes in this fituation, 
they determined, if poffible, to return back by the 
Gaut, and confuhed upon the means toeffed; it. Ro> ^ 
ganaut.Row hewing this, fent privately to the Maranas. 
Chfef, Sindiah, telling him, that if .he would attack 
the Englilh, he would join them with his two battalions 
of .Sepoys, and 600 horfe. The Englilh, it would ap* 
pear, had intelligence of this ; for,. on the 1 3th January, 
they fuddenly marched fecretly from Tulicanoon, tak<' 
ing Roganau^Row with themi and leaving their bag- 
gage and tents {landing, under the protean of >200 
Eutopeanc, arid one battalion of Bepoys, with eight 
pieces of cannon, to make the Marattas believe 
skit whole force was at Tu}tcaniiooa<-— Siccaram, 

, , however,. 



. ( t^rii ) 

however, prittsfie ^ ma jth j 

he,. with-Nana Fitrneie, S(»dla 1 », ' aijd Hblkar, 
to cut off their Warchf At "tftb ’to a hdw. 

of horfe rd TOlicaobo^ 

were encamped. , Thfc"Miirti?to,' «P^ , 
theplufder, and a Ifliarreogsgement tj^lucd bet^ 
them^an-i the EdgUflt, l^e deta^Hrii^ht, 
inarched with Ec^ahahtoRdw;;' had lior'pri^ee^ far, 
returned to the aMance of thofe m.the|r cari:(p^ 
heavy cannonade was kept up by the'Watitttas 
midniuht till four o’clock the neat day i the' Englil^ 
were nor able^ to march one foot of Way, and ail'W^ , 
firing took no elFcav-ijo Europeans, %fth many,i^^ 
their officers, and Sqo Sepoys weie killed'. ;The fiSk- 
rattas furrounded them, ahd Jeept patrotes going alt 
night, to prevent any from efcaping; On (he i4;hs 
the Maratcas commenced their cannonading again, to 
Europeans, and 400 Sepoys were killed. The Engtim 
ceafed firing, feeing that it bad no cffctt. In ihp 
evening of that day, the fifrvant of Rpganaut-RoW, , 
and that of Mr. Carnac, brought a tetter to IVfad^l 
Row, acpuaintiiig him' that' they would fend 3 trijfly 
peribn to confer with Mm upon feme matters, ff.teivc 
was given. The Surdari read the letter, |ind l^t an 
anfwer by die lame perfim, that thdy wdfk wittingto 
ccafe hoftilities, until a perfon was tent. iThdy, how- 
ever, took care to keep a ftrift pairole Youed the Ebg- 
llih camp alt night. ^ -the 1 5^1 the Marattas Sutdkrs 
went to the trenches, andbej^n firing again; btit it 
was not anfwered temp 'iffik Ehglilh Camp : loon ate«r, 
Mr. Fartr^er (a gemleman whb was Ibine time ago at . 
your Hk|hflels’s court) came fteto tb Englilh cninp,* 
andthefipeof the Maratifas immediately ceafed. The 
Martdias font for him into ‘the prefenre, arM Mr. Fanner 
faid to dieip, “ We Ire only merchanti-— — When * 
difputes prevailed with you, Raganaut-Rowcame to 

M us 
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<Vos» and denu^d c»ur We tliought {te 

bad a ligjbit to ^e govemmeiv;, and^gave him, 
^$?aiiriitancff. ' Ntthing hut ill for^u^at^dshim, yd 
have , bees to thil qiifera^ Ttate, hlT 

*^iec|iii^ ‘)iim with u<» ' IFou are mafteia to him 
*^iiram us. We &al]l henecfdnh adhere to the treats, 
Hdtat have fbt?istely takdh^ place ^w«^rt 
** .pleafed to what had ^ppened-'* ‘ , 

The Milder anfwered. <* otic of 

“ H>» . what ri^t could ybh h^c to iotfili^ !n our 
‘llBonccnu Withjiitn i We do^ir dc0re cb give |ip 
**.Salftttte aod ^ISo, at)d Whitt ddit'r’tmuntries you 
**ibavepolibtifed' jmujfelves of; as aifo thbCircars, thofe 
*< of the Puiguiuiahs of. Baroch,' &c. which you haye 
taken in Guzaiart. Adhere tb the. treaty mye lo 

<* the timeof Bajalce Row, and aik nothing tlfe." 

Mn Farmer heard this anfwer, and retumed to his 
camp. While t his negi>c}a.tian was carrying on, 1 5 >oco. 
hiiratta horfe were lent yiditft%me out‘pons where 
the' Ehgiyh had hotrenched tl^felVw, 'and ! fct fife to 
themt puttiiig every bne^H^ nterwithtotfcaih.’ "they 
didTith^ faahaat the fort Ghobf, whe/e die Engjifc 
had ■ fortified, 1 heard^dl'^ fibtn Kana Pi^nizi^ 
whedier it he trbe or lalfc* I ^^bot cettaip* ’ ‘ , 

the fifth at noon, Mr. Ffrhiief'rcfutinet^ a^d t|)d 
Seifiddiah'4h*t he Kad'brbiiigot a blimk'papcCt Jgdcd , 
and fealed, which the Nteatta Gbiefs might fin op as 
they {^afed. Schindiah told theMthifi^V although 

they had it in their power to midie «ny dirnianda they 
pleaibd, it would not be ady^able to do it M diis time* 
For our nuking targe deman<)s».. would only fpw re* 
**6mment 'm tbcir hearts^ and we had bet^ 
only what is nccefiary. L<^ Roganaut-RdW ^ wbh 
us, and the tieaty between ,usandthe Ei^iilb will 

* ml u* 
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t 

“ be ftdhered to. Let Salfetteand lAtePurgunnah !a 
** Guzzarets, kc, be given back to u». Let the Ben- 
arbiy refe|^ back* For tiie tcB' let os aft 
** the^ afic is in tin Kinaiy «tib Baligre' 

**kQw ; let the jewels monp%t4 Iqr ii(og|»aut*ilow be 
** reftOred, and nodiing demanded for tbeio* Let all 
*' thefe articles be wrote out on M]N!r vhidh tbl7 
have Kbit.** V^hk^ vas accordiagli doaau 

** le is libewMe coAdttioi^» tbattiB dsis 4ldafy 
** turned, %ned and fta^d by thcGoveroOrdf 
“ dl, ahd feted Committiee, ' under tbe Conpidi^ 
** feat, and tin SalCetce and the odter eoomim 
**gfveh up, the nephew of Captani Btewiit add 
*'Mr. Farmer (hall itiftatn in tbeMarattacomp as 
** hges for the due performance of tbeartteles of tbit 
treaty. The EngUfli (oldiers who have dfeaped wl^ 
their lives, failed for three days, and are now in a mi* 
*( ferable condition. The Europeans and Sepoys 
** all grounded thbr aratt.<~<)fi the rytb tbdfreaty wh|l 
**1ent to the Maratta cac^ The artteles wm^rirten bs 
** Perfian, Maratia» and Engbihi fealed with tbe Co«^> 
** pany's feal, and knCd by Mr. Carnac andi^^edoi^ 
** ten. After this the MancfaSurdars fenttbetn Vi^s 
**ils, wiwchthey needed mueh, TheBogtIft tnMtbed > 
" out, h aooo Affinm ^jt i bat Rt^aotr 
«* RtMt« not fintUng i lucky hoor, did not go to <i|Mt 
<*^Marat«a caijap, m |9 after xa t/dow 
*♦ lb#, tee.** 
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A. No. V. 


Qopy Qivp siocaram RdNBtir^ 

Friftie^lifiiiiAer'i^l^ Covorolineoti to' Gp> 
. 'vtfQOr*General/HkSTI]i^G$.-^ltecetved in 
-l.the i|l7%. 

’ * 't 

At the rime"itl(tn cf theOompiny'^ QiMi 
mtt fat 4i^tM4iiid ^icf« 

« itKh to ptomoto dw 
aM bftpMiteis of maoktod ifa gvoeeak Orhich Aif* 
Swd by ^<fie (fonbikst yooantoifofilRycwirfrieiiidHjr 
.to n;q)o«e ifae oauiba of complaint, and to 
put a *dop to them ; and deputed Colonel Upton $ot 
pucpofe, to the pmlhnee of my madnr Scfitnimift’ 
Rmit, ftotr l^ndU Piokham, PiChaw S«b. 

* K * 

, At the time of the ratiScatioo'of peace, 1 ohjeflsedto 
beang no pefW of ieiik|nd ci«dit pmieiit on the 
IPitt of the gov^r.of <t to sVhkh tfar Gotooel 

mye anfwer., “ That cheOtoHW'ajy S«P»pme Comv 
^ Cpiliwto obthoHtjr over all 

<i^o£,«li ehdBiil^dto^ 

betpcen tmt the V 

nKifw^f hat ineviBniBfinnap’OftoacoiMtid^ 
bitbd jttooblto and ouindehioifa^ in vfadatMM'of iktt 
and itocwIdkAendiaig’ yonr toepMft 
orders to expel RoganaaoKov fiom die€6aipal{jil|!dii» 
minions, mid to fettle 111 poiittt benreen the tomfiacet, 
incontofmity to die treaty, he hi* pedormed nothing 
thaeof. Andan envoy from the iTtAgof Fnnt^aifrv* 
|0here «uh.a tenet, iotetefted pertona, nod fanwiien 

ef 
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1. Bjgofc* with thcnr.* 

SKSkS^' ^*»«K «£« ^yrbittg Ae peace of 
£ iSieflIrtS dowweo*? I* <Vvii{appea»i to t 

SLSi^ fhcr perfoM»«> *^8*^ ^ '^!1 

ffiHas Stfui. Hovf tben docs tbe f^reme 

S£Etl2Si'5 



( xxti ^ 

■S>-i 

(^w^and theff 

pear from 1 ^ folba^g pa| 3 ige k t ktnef from tte 

Gpvernoi’s frieii^ii, tk frajufof Senr. 

1 C: No,VH» 

■'" -A ■• 

1 ibrmeAy in toCUmkti, t)k 

pm^ ,d^ wiiatdiue Fikd4t 
That th^ neither nor would ^ve; aay|^ti^ 
diip oar cpnnedko widi tbe French natkto] and l^t^ 
the French ag^ came to PdonaIi» fiddy/dr ^ 'pa0^ 
pofea of trade % and that out of iiiendlhlli to tik 
glilh they had font him away y that I Ihotild therOfob 
«^te to the Nabd) Amand-ul«Dtiwla» (meaoing thd 
^vcrnor General) to be penGs^ly fatisfied with 
(pe& to them) theybein^ Aea^tO their engagemeijifil^ 
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The Out Lines of the Rohilla 
War, 

T he extenfive rich provinces calleil Rohil cund, in- 
habited by a nat'on ditiioguillK-d under the appella- 
tion of the RohilU’s, is placed, lor the iviotl pa; t in chat 
beautiful and fertiit* lire 'vhi h even I ct 'cen the two 
great rivers, (Ganges and Jutriiia, from the boundary 
of Corah to the confines of Agra Delhi ; tt occu- 
pies a large diftrid of country on i N' ’.h fi of rhe 
Ganges, reaching Eallwarci to die I’loeiiKcs of Oude, 
and to uninhabited nioitntains Northward , and it crof- 
fes the Jumna between Agra and Dcdti. 'riu- reve- 
nues, without nppreflion, exceeded ivvo Cmns of 
Rupees annually, (two millions Knglilh; and ihon mi- 
litary cftablilhment of cavalry ait»l infantry, were aliout 
eighty thoUfand ; A biave warlike j,a’>e. The bo .'y 
of the people were compsfed of'H n'.loiis, of a ilature, 
complexion, conllitution, anJ cltlpdfidon, infinitely 
liiptff tor ro thofe of the 'diver coililirit s ; but f he fa'.e 
of war procured to a . let of martial: Putag Mahoinc- 
dan8,*an abfolute dominion under the denoRiination 
of jChicfs or Rajahs, As ihev were nutrerous, fing'e 
chieTFships were not powerful, but linited as branches 
fprouting from the lame flock, and in a common caufe, 
they wert: always deemed jormidable.- ^ 

> 

Thcfc people lived on good terms wifhj iml bore 
loyal attachment tjiiftlie En;peror of l^iadoftam ‘ The 
proximity of their Southern provinces'^ expofed them 
often to the ravages and ’depredatory incurlions of the 

Mariettas. 
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Marattas. To thcfe 

fortunes be afcribcd, which furniihetl a pretext to the 
afpiring ambition and reftlefe impctuofity of Sujah «i 
Dowla, the Vizicrofthe Empire, and Nabob of bude, 
to ufurp the dominion of a count% wealth, 

would ferve 
Throne of 

enter into an i^liance with them, and to affiA againA 
the Marrattas, as a common enemy i but as they were 
to reap the chief benefit, it was proper that a fubfidy 
fliouid be paid for the fcrvtces which his troops were' ?0 
periornn on remote expeditions. - He had, previoros 
to this meafure, capied Mahomed Kouli Khan, the 
Nabob of liliabacl and Corah^ to be bafely aifsflinated 
when at his religious oevotion, and then he uAirped the 
dominion of his country, and thus brought his own 




bn 

. i' 



i;a,aA;=S5j-*cit 

jnftalhneAts, and propoW all overtures 

Fo„ wmm SS « the of • 

of .aommoditmg thtm »>.^ 

i“u1r.r. td >h= Nibot .•> «.? ‘l,litoT> ob!Vr.»n.-f of 
the treaty, had left ikar couainw. 

This was ti'.e iddenrical ob’.cdof 
and brutality, a,,^s to ftimulate and cx- 

"” ™cU«d «Wi tta 

'“'f 2v 1 the pm of the Roliilfa Chieft. «o“U 

ftShta ww' phtfor iotohoMifr eod ex^r- 

iniaaiion. 
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har, and with Sujah-ul-Dowla^ about the middle of the 
year 1773. A rupture, artfully contrived, feparaiied 
the Members of Circuit on the day of their departure 
from Calcutta, and it fell to the pfcrcbncerted lot of 
Mr. Haftings ro tune the inftroment, correft die 
mufjcal mcafures, and harmonize the difcordant fa- 
culties of the Vizier Stijah-uUDowlai The Go- 
vernor repaired to Benaras, the field of aftioft, char- 
ged with difcretionary powers in feiauon to matters of 
trade, and adjuflmenc of the fubfidy. There were fe» 
veral Members of Council, Sir Robert Barker the 
Commander in Chief of the army, and feveral feniof 
fervants of the Company, cither by appointment, or in 
fuite, at that, time, in Benaras. ' But lecret deeds 
diflike the light; and upon the principles of the 
ncgociation between the Governor and the Vizier, it 
would have been impolitic and dangerous in the ex- 
treme, to have had adiiiants or wimcITes. Sir Robert 
Barker, relen’cd the indignity oflfeied to his military 
and civil ftatiuns in the Company’s fervice, and as a 
man of probity, who fet a proper value on the faith 
and honor of his nation, reprobated the treaty, as tin- 
jud, and dilhonourable, which appears upon the publid 
minutes of Council after their return to Calcutta, 
The prclence and names of tbefe gentlemen were 6nj^^ 
made ufe of, to witnefs the execution, and interchange^ 
able delivery of the pjrMV articles of the treaty, 
the 1 8th September 1773, There were others of |i 
much mote intricate nature, not proper to be promid^ 
gated, referved for the influence which the Governor’s 
return, and improved condition, to ihe prcfldcncy, 
could only bring to bear by his n&l prefence in Coun- 
cil,, the ad of Council being found indi^nfible to 
give it efficacy. 
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By this treaty, the Vizier was to be invefteti, 
(and immediately to (soflefs, as an eftate-ih perpetuity,) 
with the Emperor’s rights to theprovincesof llliibad and 
Corah, which had Ix-en folcmnlyfccured to him by fcvci 
ral iicred treaties in 1 765, and ratified by the Company 
openly, and impliedly by the nation •, for this bold con-* 
cefflon, he was to give the Company forty lacks of Ru- 
pees, as aconfideranon foraperpetuslrevenaeof 45iiKks, 
under a wife adminiftration ; and the tribute of 2b 
Lacks to the Emperor, froni the Naboblhip of Bengal, 
was, by thefc two Contraftors, declared to have ^n 
forfeited from the »8th February 1772, except two 
films which the Vizier, and Nudji'^Cawnfa colleague 
on this occafion) pretended to clai u as a private tkbt 
from the King to tben^ .both amounting to £. 92,800 
Ifcrling. 

The firft part of ti\e ftcrei treaty which tvanfpired, 
confbfeilly, cautioully, and by piece- meal, feveral 
months thercafier, contairsed the barbaious and fltock- 
ing tragedy, which a Britilh Commander in Chief, ard 
an army ollicered by Bririfli lubjefts, and paid by tie 
Britifli Eafl India Company, were made to aift, in maf- 
facringand exterminating a whole nation, diftinguilhed 
in llindoftin for many fuperior qualifications, and 
putting .Vujah-ul-Rowla in the full polTeffionof their 
country, he paying the Company for the Inhuman ufc 
of theie mercenaiies, the paviUry pittance, (in propor- 
tion to the annual revenue, and of the plunder) ot 50 
lacks of Rupees, ( as i balfam to their wounded con- 
fcicucies) by four annual inlUlIments. 

It is not.very confillcnf, with human ideas to con- 
(jj.-'ivf far lefs to believe implicitly, that Mr. Hafttngs 

Id have formed fo firm and ini'uperabte as attach* 

meat, 
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ment, cr perfbaa) friendibip for a prince wbofe charac* 
tfr was ui)tve(iiilijrobiM»ioua» a perfect: llranger to faimi 
and who bad received into hia bofixn (joined with them 
as the Company’s enemies) tbofe perfons who, not long 
before, had inhumanly and perfidioufly biicvhcred in 
cold (dood, his own colleagues and moil intimate 
friends and comj^nions, the members of the Council 
of Patna, and odicts j his feertt motives or gratifica- 
tions are fubjeSs of lyfpicion, but they are obfeured 
beyond tha reach of legal proof. Every virtue that can 
dignify humanity, were the Wanionoffcrings to gratify the 
am b ition and fanguin ry i hirft of the molt fiivagt of his fpe- 
cies.§ fie engaged deliberately in an unnatural, tin* 

provoked, 


§ That Sujah-uI-Dow]a thouid have proteAed dnd licfriefided 
Coffim Alii Cawij and Sombro, the murderers of Meflrs, Hay, 
Elli^, Chambers, ttc. will not be' a matter of iurpriae, after the 
liniple relation of the two following anecdotes, out of a hundred 
more.-"— Captain H— r, who was in the Company’s fervicc, 
and alii) m tjic Vizier’s, had a boat with foinc merchandize, 
flopped by the Revenue Officers, for want of the proper perniit. 
Without hifpei^ng any tragical confequrnce, he mentioned it to 
the Vizieiv— He was awaked at middle-night, and the head ft 
the Phoiizdar, (chief Magidrate) of thediOrtft, prefentrd to 
him in 9 baffiet, A circumllance wbiicli fliocked Captain H— r 
to that degree, that he fcarce recovered his fpirits whac in India. 

Colonel G— Hi, bunting one day in R<>hilc(rad, fotne vM* 
hgert wbofe hogs were killed by thh dogs, threw a ftick at one 
of the dogs.— The Colonel came to Sir R. B~—r’s tent, 
where the Vizier was at breakfaft, and accidently mentioned 
the trifling circumftaoc^ 'I'he Vizier whifjjcrcd to one of his 
attendants, and betbre the breakfaft was over, the attendant re- 
turned and mformed the Vizier, that the village was deflroyed, 
and niao, woman, and childt puf W the fworfl. 
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provoked^ cruel war, to deftroy an unoffending, inou ■ 
ftrous people, to whom the fame mercenary arms had 
yielded fuccour, and friendly relief the preceding year. 
He facrificed the liicrcd inherent rights of the Emjie- 
ror, to raife the Emperor’s own fervant and l'ubjt£l:, by 
an aft of open rebellion and high treafon. He vio- 
lated thci folemn treaties, upon which all the claims to 
trade, and the territorial revenues, accorded toihc Com- 
pany and nation, are founded and cftablilhcd, to the 
fame unwarrantable purpofes. He withdrew the tri- 
bute, which conllitutcd the fcle legal and political 
confideration for the Company's preteniions to the Dc- 
wannee, and the rights of the "Britillr nation, without 
cnnfulting with his conftituen' , or his council, and a- 
gainlt a ratified treaty, and ceded the Emperor’s own 
provinces of llliabad and'Corali, to tlie Emp'ror’s own 
niiniffcr, a mere temporary’ officer, removeable at his 
picafurc. — ^ile, even, with an alfiirance and in- 
decency, icarce to be equalled, avows, that tire un- 
authori/.ed treaty of Benares, and the lecrer conditions, 
which Were only knowrr to the two nrgoci^tors, and 
not even committed to paper, were, to all intents and 
purpdes, binding and ooligarory on the Company; 
and in particular, he aflerted, ti.at the general tenor of 
the treaty, implied a pofiiive obligation on the Com- 
pany, to fccure the Mufnuu to Sujah-ul-Dowla and his 
J'ofteaty, in the imdifturbed poirefiion of the Nabobfliip 
ofOude, lugether with the countries ufurped by the 
facrilegious n.urd' r «d’ Mahomed Koub Khan, and the 
ticaty of Benaras; although in the fau.c btearii he ac- 
knowledges, that at the time of making the concef- 
fion^, he had declared to the Vizier, That he vias ac~ 
end icniminf ta mtajum aga'mji tbt pe>-emptmy 

trders of bis j 'upem s. All ihefe arc conceptions and 

concefijons, of lb extravagant and prepoftcrous a na- 
ture, 
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fur^; fd flireign to the utmoft cxtenfion of the Com* 
panys’ power, an<} fo IhamcKil and inglorious to the 
Bntii'h nation, chat the iniquitous and inhuman pur* 
poles exprefled in tl-etn, arc fuffictcor, in the rye of 
rtalon, us well as law, to declare the whoh- null and 
void fVo.n the beginning j and that nothing IrJs, than 
the vilclt prolliturion of trull could have produced 
fu ll a treaty, or dared to avow fo ablurdand impudent 
a conilruclion upon it. 

Mr. TLiftinrrs contrived, to biing the majority of hit 
Cniincii.to approve the jp«^/;Vtieatyj and his fubftqucnt 
equivocations and lophilby in Council, concerning the 
jr..r‘ cundhinns il'pulatcd between the Vizier and him* 
1 U, in rtlaiinn to the conqutft of the Rohilb' pro- 
vinces, dcrnonrtr.iU'.l beyond, a doubt, that he thought 
them of a texture and ruiopkxion, not proper for puu* 

he dilqu'fu'on. T his allegation, as well as private 

io,!l',der,ui*.i!y> f'lr tiu- lactifius in qucilion, are pictry 
diilinttly mipticd in liu; appointment of a Kcfulcnr ur 
the Vi '.iri'j Court, w litre none had beferc been deemed 
f.-.'cejTiiiy, upon his own ipecia! motion, claiming, 
r.iitho.nt3tivtl\ , an mdi'p.rident right to appoint 
and rec.sii rlu; piopoluj Rcfident, of his own Ircc 
will and iiicie uiotion ; that fucli Rcfident {hall l.u 
sonfidercd as Ifs ( the Governor’s ) private agerti 
and corrtIponJ w.y with him. — — Mr. Hafiiiigs’s 
:i iniitc's and report upon the occafion, are to the 
u'jiowi'ng p-tiipofe, ami nearly literal. ''Thai it was 
“ w/ tn.a:!;o’i to mvim the ViT^tr^ thi’t in his emcernt^ 
“ ’a iih the Cmpany, tk: smmtMate dependence wai upon 
♦* the Gsverm aim, a^d to ejiahlip a dirtH coyr,jpo»^ 
“ d-ftte, litvscen Urn and mMf, without any mteiven- 

*' tien.'’ Could Mr. Ihflings have adopted a futcr 

maxim or language, or afferted a ftrongcr line of in* 

liufncc 
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tie the? prapofedf *' To a|^t craitf- 

« al^Bg: filch OMttten of eofwfpwwcnce *o^ com* 
•‘jnunkatioB with, the Vizls',: ari if, (thfdnemr) 
‘‘jM( li/dh fmtr u Ms. mtu^memi 

».eftd he offers as lii of^moo, that if the 

ft Beard ihail eotnift hi tn wUh the fsU tmskMm of 
a Refideat, and jdw power of n(»HiiiiMmwbmvir:M 
** plejfes,it mj h atendti viitbioei ^t8s, but not Hber- 
“ tei/ir,”— What conftmftion can be put on fiich decia- 
rations, recorded <» the Coropatjjfs’ owi proceedings, 
but that the refult of the yifit to. Sujah-ul-Dowta, b id 
ph^ the author, beyond the reach » '*d;Power of his 
^pioyers?r>The confidendai infiiufiiuns to the RriU 
dtotjandthhcorrefpomleQce with him and Colonel Cham* 
pion, cofroboratc thefe furroifes in pretty dired terms. 
By the indrudions to Mr, Middleton, the Refidf-nt, he 
exfdefsly ^' forbids any Europemi,^ whether En^ilfa or 
not, civil or military, in or out of the Companya’ 
^ fefvtce, on any pretext, to vifit the Vizier, or the Ra* 
« jab Cheyt Sing, butpartkulatl|y the Viziert not even 
« the European Officers in tl» Vizier’s own fervice, ex* 
*‘ cepithe Commander in Chief."-— *As Mr, Haft* 
ings obtdned for the Rajab Cheyt'ffing, the Zemindsry 
of the Protdntatff B*marai Ghaaipore, 

for zafladahflto}^ yearly rent, ft 
fitppeled, that the Ion aiiftheftof ,ft)e rich Rajah bul* 
wint Shrg, was slid t^ral to hft friend and 
ami £»* 

■■.'lo^SB fvifitWH ' was. of pm* 

p(ft<C]^***-— Mr. ; wriReit -a 

trmte letter to Sa]ah'#ibdwlii wkjiomiw^ 
as iffuid,thiot# ftw 

orthefitars dlMr. anihisihl- 

terh^s 
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teroHrof the aM «»hwh it imptkc^' la 

« letter t» Mr.iMiagiy dated the June, 
nherdn he fays, ** tto haring exprelhK) his uneafi> 
** nefs to the Vizier, he was tow by him, fhat it mts 
** a private cen^Ummtarp /affar.”-;-— And Colonel 
Champion, in apthate letter to the Governor, before 
their quarrel,, dated 3oih May, 1774, ufei tl^ very 
hifpigous and deefMneaningexftteffions. 

“ Dear Sir, 

In coiifeqnciwc of what paffid between us at 
“ parting, 1 have mentioned Colonel Upton’s claim to 
the Nabob, 'and requefted he wtmid be kind entwfl|h 
“ to dilcha.’ijc t. His Eacdiviuy ws very concife in Ms 
repfy, that be had' fettled all mmy mtttfs mtb Mh 
Haftitigs,’* 

What can be inferred from this, but that Mr. Haft* 
ings, had undertook to (hut up all private claims and 
applications. And the reiterated (lienuous endeavours, 
of Mr. Bailings, by uncommon application, and indi* 
re£l infinuauons, to prevail on Colonel Champion to diA 
mhs from his fervke as Banyan, the very faithful and 
intelligent Collychurn, while upon the exped tmn, be- 
trays a dread ot his difeovering, in the courfe of bud* 
neft,and oegotiationi with me army, and at Luck- 
now, the iecret fpriogs r^ich led tp the treaty of 
Benaras. A Mr. , Hall, whole addreft and 
management had procured him. a general imertourfe 
with the natives of enodiuoi^ in and about the Vizie^a 
court, and mettt^is, having come down to Otlcutia^ 
femewbat involved, and fiodtog no method to get ex- 
nricated, bethought him of communicating tte out- 
lines of certain pieces of j^yate knowledge, to a coo* 

fidei^ friepdtMf l^jr. il ^ ) deelanj^ thgt in 

f his 
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|if9 -piTfqit if i»)t rdfepJ, l»c rauft be 
Uit^f ^tnfc^ty Uying Jiw.njind bpcft totkoeriil 
C^U^erii^; It tbfi iimndediii^t.^ his d(!:bi». uveee 
ipr^witK paid. 6at Mr. Hiil laid, thac he mufl: 
h^e future fuWiftcji^e* aad ^fiqtrc tuemey for iramcdi- 
.a,te ufej— he, revived an erdet do Codiqaba^.« for 
j^tel^fU fuppiy, and an app0ifl(meot atF^ttiguff 
exprefs condit^ ^ing iiiftaoUy^ and irnuuiut^ 
there, to exet^uic it tn peribn. 


C^bnei Champioin w« appointed, to the command of 
ihjf. Company’s troops, on an expedition, near 1500 
imks by watw conveyance up the conntVy, .igainfi the 
RobiUa’r, with peremptory orders o l*e direfted in 
oil Wa motions and aftbns by the Vi/.ier, Suja»ul- 
Dowla, whofc commands he was implicitly to obey on 
all oc afions. The Colonel put himlclf accordingly, 
j« Achead of ihe army, and took the field, under' the 
jlWbiute coRHnand of a prince, whofe objeit was fa- 
vagebarbaiifiu and inhumanity, and who wanted nian> 
Jy eoijragc to hastard, either his own perfon, his army, 
Ot evvfj nis araKery in adion, to fccurc the ibccels of 
wh,.it ju was lb lolkitoufly ambioous to obtain. —— - >■> 
Jlic fatal battle was, fought, upon the 2^d day of April, 
which inlqi/itoufiy. decided the melancholy fate 
t^ihqbt^ve, inUuilrous,. populous, and boffenfive Jlt^ 
h»lla, nation j; at/atimeri’at Sujsb,ml?I)owh, wiihdrew, 
^ith hiis army, ^cillery, and baggage, to a diftance of 

icyersii (rm the fielii eJ'.aCliqn; Nay, he 

pofitivcly ^fyied lo.the ap,piuf8tM)fl «1 Colonel Clunr- 
j^f), it ipar^ ,q( hjs cavalry in .order to attack the 
immy at a ^ertai® qoarter/io which the numbers ctf 
tnc Cotnpaoy*f troths could not extend without 
nt^d^ger to the witole ; and he alfo pointedly re> 

'''Mother 



aifKtther very ficceflary quarter. Thefc refufalsT^S^IIlKl 
uara^ iu%icio|^ in Lionel C&anqno&'e mind, of fotel 
on tfee |MiiTttf tJ»c Viiief, in cafe the fued^g 
qf the ogy (tvpureif tht Rtdtiibts, trhich wotdd 
the vanquilhed army betiheen a vi^oriqui enemy, landa 
treacherous itiend. Such an idea might not be wan^ 
toghimatetHe Bridih General, but it might'have ]Ht 0 iied 
iuip toadeamined refolutioo, to conquer, dr 
The Company's brave General arid their troops, unaf- 
fified, gained a drciBve, but in truth adifgrarefo!, vtc« 
tpry. Their artiilcry werefo judicioully ilatbnedaad 
pointed, that to the immortal honor of the brave 
oiUas, it was^aiferced, they }efC 40oo men lying 
upon the field, before they retreated. ' * 

• 

Tfie furviving Chiefs, funrcndfcrftl at dtfcreilon to 
the viflorious army, and were delivered into the Haiidg 
of Sujoh-ul-Dowia, except Fyzulla Cawn, who fled to 
the mountainous part of his country, by Whit h means 
he was able to lltpulate conditions, yielding up hla 
camp and towns as plunder to the Vizier, but he cOuM 
not, notwithftandmg, obtain fuch other terms, as were 
tonfiflent with either policy or humanity.— The other 
Chiefs were forcedj together with their familir s, to Ibb- 
mit to the moil dh'graccful imprilonmcnr, and tlwthoft 
mortifying and humiliating treamtent; their Kenanas, 
which are facred ianduarks in India, even awainfl che 
violences and outrages of fitvages, weyc plunged, ami 
the wives, daughters, and fims of princes were tkv 
laced and abufdd. Children under ^beny were faciiii 
ficed to the toft of awold diftempered detnuchee. SOiHe 
fhockto^ circumtoinces have been alledj^,— ^The 
plunder received into the poffrflion of the Vlztor, 
has been efl:imated at a cfore and a half of Rupees, or 
1 ,500,00;^, llerling; ai^ yet to this hour, or the be- 
' fz ginning 



C ,13 ) 

gifidflSg of the current jt 2p lacks 6pytfO$ 

Rtiiftees, |Mtrt of thO .fubfidf due for thil' cont^peft; 
yet owing to the Company* belldes ten Lacks piorni^ 
as a donation to the army* in iieu of the founder, wki^ 
he had tteafnred to his own ufo. 

Itisconjcdured, that about 500 thoufand iodufirious 
hufoandmen and artifts, who #ere alfo, for the moft 
part* able warriofS^ together with their families, were 
deliberately driven, openly, over the Jumna, to re- 
ceive an alylum from their late enemies and plundered, 
the Mtcrattas,--— Fyzulla Cawn Walt obliged to con- 
dition, that he foouid not entertaih more than jooo 
petfons under his dominion.—- Thel: rer end of 1777, 
under the vague pretence that Fyzvdla’s country was 
gourilbing, and becoming more populous than was 
IHpuiated by treaty, Mr, Middleton, as the 
Company’s Refidcnt at Luciinow, in concert 
with hi? friends and protedors at the prefidency, with- 
out any notification to the Supreme Board, or afking 
their confent, undertook to delegate Mr. Daniel Bar- 
well, as an amballador to the quier, timid, Fyzulla 
Cawn, who, wrapt up in his garment of innocence, I'uf- 
pefled nothing lets than a charge, of violating the com- 
paft, or the prefence of an European ambalTador, to 
adiud the imaginary violation. It is faid, that although 
the allegation appeared to have been without founda- 
tion, the minider found the means of procuring, by 
way of efcort back to Lucknow, Tevpral Elephants and 
Camels, loaded with eight to ten Lacks of jRupeeS in 
fpeqie. The minute of Mr. Fhfocis, upon the occa- 
cafion of the Governor Gefterars motion* to approve 
the proceedings, as expedient, on the 9th March 1778, 
is worthy of the fpace it occupies upon record. 
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He, (Mr. Fniuis.) calls it, “ One nf the 
** piecelfof ma^emest be met with in India. Mr, 
** Dank) Barwell quia bis ftatioQ at Benaras witbnut 
** leave, and goes to Lucknow without leave t Mr. Mid- 
dlrton inliantljr difcovers, that FyzuUa Cawn is car- 
rviog on Ibtue defi^ prejudicial to the iotereft o( the 
Nal^ and that the Nabob gives caufe for fuch de- 
** fi^, by hla trcataieDt of his at the fame 

time, that notlitngif more notorious, than thattbeNa- 
bob, has no more power in his own country, than he 
** (Mr. Francis) has. To put a ftop to thefe effiiAs, 
** which mutual jealoufies muft produce, a tmty muft 
be made, die gujrantee of the Company tnuft be 
** given, and Mr. Daniel Baiwell finds himfelfyeryop- 
** poitanely, at Luckhuw, ready to execute the com- 
** miffion.” , / 

The Rohilla Provinces are now a bairen wafte, and 
almoft totally delerted by their remaining inhabitants. 
The Chiefs, or their children, are continued mthemoi! 
miferable ftate of confinement, deprived of the com- 
mon necefiancs of life. As the proceedings of the 
Supreme Council in Calcutta, in 1775 and 1776, are 
printed, many of the particulars will appear in them, 
and in the letters of Colonel ChampiOQ, and othhr pa- 
pers having relation to that barbattnis meaTure. The 
remarker, having Only his memory to recur to, is left 
perlcdf in the detail than he would wiih to k', be- 
caufe the annals of that hifiory require puUic invofH- 
gation, by the nation whofe arms Itained its fame and 
glory with indelible impreffions, which cry alood for 
juftice, repatatien, and exemplary puniibincnt. 

I^atire 



mtne 

the Office of 

Mitaiy Stb^e-kcepe^^ 

"V 

N accurate emjuir]^ mt(» tlHt i^ia^n of military 
i>orc.swiU bring pecuiatwosoi magnitudeimo pot^ 
Ik vkw, titlicr committed by dircdl authority, or Un- 
^ a colluTion oi high authority, which is tk more 
^geroiM in its cunkqueaces, by being lels fufpei^ed. 
Military fiorea comprehend fo larr ; a portion uf the 
Company's capital, that the Dire/ lots have long la- 
hoiwtd to devclope froni the.cloudof intricacies which 
obfeuredtrom their knowledge, tin* real value, as well 
as the reguiar expenditure and application thereof. 
U 0 this judicious end, they pointedly infttufted and 
oojuiiKd iheir prefidcnties in India, and panicUlaiiy 
in their ieveral general letters to Bengal, under daces, 
lyth June, 1748, puragtaphs S to 17 inclufive, 7th 
April, 1773, paragr.ph 4 and 5, and 7th January, 
♦774, paragraph 9. By tfaefc letters, the Company 
folemnly created the oftenfible department of miStary 
$iore keeper^ on the abolititM) of, and to fupercede the 
offiice of gumur and rrrte : the office to be 

t xecuifd. by a cffvcnaatei fervant,* who was to receive 
from the gunner, and ta rttaa i* fntart in Us aliual 
W chargti md andsr bu Jpaial eon (ffimding 
iwxotmtablc out of Ida own priyace edaiefor all de- 
rickneks) all the ordnaoce, otfriageay arms, powder, 
shot, ffiells, tools, infirumcots, fto^ aod habiliments 

of 


UioUatioQ to afvmmuJ cteaii’fy to 

preclude n,ilitury oSicm fjroio that uufi* 



Narrative of Proceeding 
JC^pai tmeat, and in 


Otdftacs:;^ 




of 'War 1 1« chtrge #/ tke md 

'd^^nnt md pfat'H tiehm t^itmy Jims mki 

tf fiouUl h dep0t4di 0 i^tkl and ptfeniptefy utm 
jun^ion as ^ tbtmde *f kegfnii^ tk hoks md at- 

empis bh e^t, as »<// vsUb ri/ptff lo the retypes, tend 
ifnesaf ^Jhrest having relation in aH^d^free, kfhie/er* 
id(e of ’em j whether at tk prtfdtncy^ tr fuhrdinati fih 
ftkknts, or on fi^i^rd^ t^otmintog eopios antiuaH;^,' 
with eaEpiahiWry obfervador»» to the Coort of Ditto* 
tors ; arid requiring obedience ffoift him to the coii>» 
(hflhds of the Governor andCoimcil, who, onl/, ^oukt 
have authority to order the recttpt and delivery of ftoreii 
ifter the juaii/Jf had been certified by the Major attdi 
next officer ot artillery, Ordaining alfo, a$ a hrttildaof 
the Store-keeper’s duty, that he.takc care to prevent the 
ftorei receiving avddahie damage, and to keep them 
from time to rime in repair ; that ftores impropriated 
occafionally for immediate expen^cure, (hall, enly^ be 
delivered to the feperate charge and cudody of rite 
DireSer of the Lednotarj (now denominated Cemmtffatp 
if feres.) And that a& appikaoons for fupplirs, i^ues, 
and payments, Otali pafs through the military Store* 
keeper, to the Governor and Council, for their war- 
rant to accompiilh it. 

To the fame ends, and in proper obedience to the 
commands of the Court of Dire6»rs, iu appears by a 
letter upon record, from CUud RuiTel, Efq ; miliiary 
Store-keeper to the commillary of ftorcs, on the ahih 
July; lySSi that from a firm belief of abufes cetfimkhsd 


I The and not the ^tumtiiy on aU/katiMf >1 - atOoe to lie 
^ eottfirtn* the check intended to be hivariabiy pre- 
fen-ed, over the military interfering in a line, meant f<)'be awil- 
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io the a)ag»ztne& bf the erobezzlemeatof it wis 
neceiTary to cofnpell ailrid obierv«ndtoi the 
regulatiOM of the military 3toreoket.pfi*s office, wh^h 
regulations were for fimilar |ood purpofes, and liiiMt- 
wile to preferve the conflitutmoM auth(»;Uy, {uper>m* 
tendency, and ciTeottal check of the Store^l^per (on 
the e4tfa January, and loth February, i774,)tlaii^ 
and exerctfed by the Flonourable Charles Stewart, t|ie 
then military St<m>keeper, in letters to the board of 
iofpedion *, and elFedually eilabliffied, by a rerdution 
of, and notice from the Board, to Mr. Stewart of tbt 
latter date; which he accordingly communicated ol$* 
cialiy, to the comoiiirary of ftorcs, im the 17th of the 
faiqe month. 

By a itudied violation of thefe wife^ falutary,and po* 
fidve infti rations, it may be made to appear, that liores, 
to a very confiderable amount; have heendeikient, and 
(omnumded to be wrote of, the expenditure of which 
dtoth not appear in any ftcord, or any formal enquiry 
into the caufes.f That the department created by the 
Court of Diredors, to controul ifilies and difourfe* 
ments, and to be refponfiblc for ftorcs dcpofiied, i?, 
in effeh, abolilhed, apparently for the purpofe of abufc, 
in all fenfes, and by all means, with iinp'.)nity.§ The 
oftenfible office o|^cotc*ko:per, is rendered inefftSikh 
Alt' and 


f Set the Store-keeper's tetter of Qftober 1 778, concerning 
urtooch-hoxes, See. and the deticieucies on the liinrey in 1779; 
tMtacled in kveral minutes and letters in this narrative. 

$ See the Governor Genernl’s minutes abftraricd throughtwt 
this narrtive,' particuiiirly in Oftohw 1778, ajth February, 8th 
Tttly, and 19th Augiifi, 1779; and CoionaiWatfooVof SlV 
Jaatwuy 1780, 
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i^«ion^ ii \i^4 b ^ wliOi ip 
ttrtm c^ 4^ not ta lnitre 

k.* ' : The' ]Stc^.i!^|Kif^ ‘(4>'(mmktiid si^lttv^^ ) 

iHe xia*i^r kr 

when l^S^•■>\W^mm^ 
the Cei^^;/lB(: 'tNb^ fa^oSl^ hat- .(hie 
acc(tth^l^ {ibtee hl^^jp mei$ioi^ bjr M^iEllPg «tlb 
ibe w(ui 

however fi^. aod ^ oonjob#^ 

chandtr tp j^vm b> {!i^pohl|b^ni);ii^ 

die jRoompPubih ^i'h^'-d^ibdtill^bee^ of cfe(^ 
wanes, indeoting. lot fuppjie), foriiilbui; 
the( 0 ;and th^ir expenditure,^ if he toexeroje m!t 

* L-^-l I-j'a. »1rL* 


perplexing, pd ’^'equntert^ tbe.otder|,of 
tori^ as the naeam djKeptiqp vuthMitj^..^ 

’• .'''’■ g'"' 


• «tee tMtnS^ 9 t eke G4N«niot*»^ moute*, -on tfc* *. , 
O^btf 1778, »tth ITehniam 8A July, »nd ijth Tuhr, 1779, 
^thijsof Jic!.:»Si*i»fi«toKr.Wh^ ( 

f Ihe aj>plicati$^ of Ae woii;f0^, has been juiKfiedon 
many occafiont. Ohe hrihnele n^ftrve to judge of others by* 
liinti ate rated .ii!rfh 0 .§toie>1t4pori .agency at ie per thoufiind, 
and he had abondii^ ready to dc^ttr&a wasted^ Coltmel 
Gi3echt.(he.£«np^ wat.«ev^jb0 cootfajHii^JaitK and 
he %die<i thaia « A Sore, it t^e adtaoce pri^' w $» Jti^i 
per AoUiarid.'' ' " ' 

t SeeoMba^lruw Mr, Isaaos and WMsa'a wanies, 
’■’* ff ith M, and A»|^ * 779» . , , . 
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§ , ;The. val 

c^cred to >deti& keeping books, in bh office, 
which coniiituted en eiteotkl branch of the check ovor 
receipts end expeoditttitr, and at left he . was gripped 
W onjy remaining, and anally eiTotial controuli, 
i^ch a jmnt Ipck anpkcy with die Commiffii^, gave 
over the ftores,*^ Ppiitiye orders, and pdnt^in- 
^di(M)$ were infrared, ai^ difobeyed widi: con- 
teippt,' and the conten^t atte^ed to l>e juftiSed upon 
the Cotnpanys’ own record.*}* In-dire£t menaces, and 
imiinaadons of diimiffion, were uttered in terrorem, to 
ntyent the futhful diicharse of ppidic duty, and ob- 
nrodipn to favoritf , but dearai^ i vd ii>eafure$i| Arms 
^ fo( 4S^fervie«t and others npara^/r, were lent out 
of ftore (at a period of danger, and when the arfenal 
WHlis fery inccapikte) as totally w^imctabki without 
^ey, or the authority of the eontroulmg Board, and 
’Wtfaont the knowledge or omcorrence of the military 
8cote*keeper.$ Strvkeabk arms were in like manner 
cmiverced into ihip*s kentledge, aiwl rendered for ever 

Thefe 


% See Cowpaajw* Kowdt, Board of Ordiisncei ^ervatioDf 
by die decretnry on tbe {xuwf, and the Stoie*kec^( expU- 
nstibas. 

* See tbe iubiequent abdra£h in tbii narrative.' 

f See abdraAt from miautet in tbit oatratiit. 

i See the abdra^t of oimutet bjr Mr. Rafting the Sth July^ 
19th Auguft, and September, 1779, in the fubfe([uent 
narratiff. 

$ See abilraA from Mr, Liviut letter, ayth Nofeidber, i7|9« 

y Seethe letters of Mr. Secretary Auriol, Mr« Liviui, and 
Mr. Petrie. 
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Thtfc ci;n(ttrcst being of a ferious natQtfi cril for 
4 bi|w tirS^ce to aot|^^ 

ihg to th^ vet/' iirift letter abet ef tba eotmil 
of law in aU cafits, at leaft' td carry iftn|>lc Oonvlftion tti 
theminda of the ^biic. '^With thif view. 'Mrcaer 
tedious k May prove in tl« recital, tbe ot4y wine 
prouofet^ Will be aajftriattd from the Comw*^ 
fec(kds, which aSU at tk fame time fcrveaa a 
narratiwf of tbe ftratige proceedings, on a &i^ fo 
mateiriiilly important tome Engiilh Eaft India Co^> 

The generaMetters recited at the beginning bf . 1 ^ 
enquiry, (1748, 1773, and i;74,) Ihew the princifSfcji 
on which the military' &bre-kceper’s departtnent wii 
confrituted, diftingoilb the odicial duty and re^|)(KiW 
fibility of the officet, dired the mode of hetpiiv 
books and acbompts ^ his office, and ap(dy injua^i^ 
commng fepttrihU itniimparahUpirtu 

By a regulation of the Board of Ordnance, tiie iyi^ 
June, 1775, to prevent inconvenirncei and imp^- 
mems la the tmj^ of daify ftores^ the charge and re- 
fponfibility of fuch, at tbe Cmmf 0 ji«iifini 0 fj/r, 
and receive frm the Store-keeper for tbf if oof tbo Coimf- 
farfs (§fet {ball bo veiled in the Comodfiry afrw, 
being atxcamtable to the Store-kCep^, 8rc. ht the Hf* 
plicatioa and expenditure of tbem.^ 

In the proceedings of the Board of InipeAkm, on 
the a5th September, 6th November, and Deceia* 
g a ber 


* Ste the Mttceediogi previoBi to this ivfi)Itttioa in 1748, 
,773, and 177% 
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btr, it;7 ^ Uc, it appears, that upon Mr. feTaftin^’s ibo- 
tion» tne CHA^ers of the Qourt oi Directors, in relation 
to ^ mili^ Storcokeeper’s o/Eccl and duty^ are 
wnuliedt without a plea or propriety or expediency to 
the meafurea. He » pirticularly commanded 
to, defi(t from k^pin^ a journal and ledger. The 
$tOK>keeper having, in dikharge of duty, ufed the 
freedom to make judicious reprefentations wjfh de- 
ference and delicacy on the aSth Novqnber, Uiu fob- 
jeft thereof was referred on the 9ih iDecembef, tb the 
Accomptant General fttf his opinion. 

On the tad Januvy following, t^e Accomptant Ge- 
neral reported in fupportof tho Store-keeper’s reafoning, 
the impropriety and inexpediency of unnetcjfar^ difo- 
bedicnce, lolkwnced the m.yority to yield, upon this 
OCcaSon, to the arguments of the minority, and the 
&orc- keeper was permitted to refume the ufc of a 
journal and leiger in Ms oBicr. The Board again 
referred to the /tccompunt General for a more pcrfcft 
form of keeping the books of theOrflnance and Store- 
keeper’s oChces, in greater conformity with e ith other, 
by havmg the, Dune denomination to the principal ac- 
conopts- 

Cipher lyjfS. The mincary Store-keeper, as a 
member' of the Board of Ordnance, entered a minute 
and motion, cmernisg dtfidenw Unsecirntd for^ 
and pofitiveiy refufiilg^ without an O'der of council, to 
coif ply with the refolution that B^d, ly wktng 

tis if expend i m fervite^ 3 joo cartouch boxes, and di- 
rers other article, fati to be loll or deficient, which 
eouid not be ma^ appear to have been expended ; 
reprefenting the loofe and imperfcfl Aav of the Store- 
houfes and dores, without check or Cohtioult and 

therefore 
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therefor^, Mder to all &tare defipMcin, itvf 
and d^Mtie$,' he itsdved* ^ a farvtf 
of all ftores, iiow m t»e made, id wfcr to «of- 
rea: the boob with tk'gc^s adoaily (SKtHing, and ba« 
lance the de6<;}eAt accounts by bjienmg another ac- 
count utidw the denomination of profit and lofs, adth 
the conlerit, and bv thd cxpre6 atdhontf tSf theCJo^- 
veroor and Council} and inetder that ih future t^c 
StotOfjfefeepcrlhall in Europe) be refponfible fbrdl 
committed (u his c;l^e<^ 

Proceedings of the Board dT Irifpedioo, iyth De- 
cember t^8,* with the Ac^mpti^f Generars plan for 
keeping the accobijta of the mlHiary jStoitik^r j and 
the proceedings of the Board of Ofdnattfce. The Board 
ordered a furvey in terms of the fli^o^e-k(^eper's motion 
on the Oftober at the Bbard'bf Ordnance, to be 
cbifipleted on the Joth day of April Mowing: ai^ 
that the boob of the fobbrdinatc dispartments becitf- 
reded and adju'lled In cdhformii^ ro the ftores which 
(hall aduallv be then aicertained in ftore. And that a 
like annual furvey lhall be miide on the 30 tb of April. 
Upon this ocjcafiion Mn HaftingS, in an elaborate mi- 
nute, difedeerS his iieWs, a partiality' to theCommif- 
fary of ftores, atfd inclinstion to fupprefe thc conttoul 
of the military Store'keepcr, and he committed this 
fingulat'tl^laratiori upon rei^d, thus# ** I m 
** Jmdtm dint* the htks of the mlitary Store-keoper, 
“ as they art now iitber totally ifekfS) or ufeful only as 
** ro^ipts and ijfus y the Cmmiffary of 

It ’iwritf peculiar tttentitm, that the Cdtn- 
milkry over whom this ** totally nfeltfs cbeeH* is' ac* 
knowledgitd ito be held, is the perfon in whofe pro- 
vii^ it is 'w irec^ and appropriate trioft of the ftoms 
ind to i^nt, fof, as welf aatd forniih by eon- 
‘ . trad 
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trad and a conrtdeii^le ^rtof .them. Another 
fad eqiul^f ^notorioiiaiat^fl^Oteiai that the Ck>- 
voroasr*<k|^l it either tot^^ unac(j[uainted with the 
nature of account! and the forms of book-ket^ing. or 
that be openly meant* by m .eaortion of a temporary 
power, to remove all contrdul from fuch peifbos at he 
might favour in future, at weM.at to cancel ^ 
gr(^ons, however injurious to the bterefts <x hie tm> 
ployers, and dangerous to their exifience in Afia* 

Mr. Whefer*! replf to the Governor’s minute, 
whileitdi&ovena Ready and faithful auadunent to 
the duties of the truft repoM in hi ihewa him alfo 
to have a clear ida of bootu and accounts, as wtdl as 
of the real ^irit of the orders of the Court of Diredors^ 
and the tuility, as |k 11 as nccelBty, of fo (eniible a 
controul throughout the (cvertl civil and military de» 
partmentsi and gemrally approved the mode or <he 
Storc'keeper^i bpoks, as eflentia) for thoTe purp<^s, 
although dill capable of further imjuovemeot. 

The proceedings of the Board of Infp^ion, ajth 
February, 1779, with a letter from the military Store* 
keeper, dat^ zjd current, complaiinng thtc the Com.* 
midary of Acres had rclofed pbedieoce to the order 
of the Board, for affixing 4 lock and key to the done* 
room$ according to cufbm, bccaufe, tkat ibt. rr* 

(tat) tad iffute ef /lores i» the defartpieatf aramt re- 
** ^ated iy aiy feritcuhr /iisw if tin iday/* "nie 
Store-keeper joftiBes the comp||hK .upon priocijdoi 
equally confident, irrefutable, and, offichd. Tie re.^ 
fufal.ontbe other part, with the fuhfequent language 
of Mr. Hadings, m vindication and iopporc of ike 
Cdmmilfary’s independencei favour ftim^ly of i col* 
lufion incompamble with their refp^ye duties to tie 

Company, 
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C(Mnpi9f* TSe K^ottmor with a fingQ- 

brity pecuiUr on)y to bit own fagacity* Impenetnole 
(he luppofta) to all others, ** That each ftott*houfe 
** Iball be ftfreeyed, and that drref tht at* 

amhutwit the miKiiry &ere>krepcr may fmce his 
*' key t^on thepa'aatl^ ftore-houfe, iimemtefy under 
** e)0iq»nauon, and Mtuttly fbertefitr tt he takm 
eP 

Thus, accoiding to Mr. Haftings'i mode of furvey, 
if it was necetbry to conceal deficiencies, nothing could 
be moreeafy end fitnple than to 'remove ftorea from 
the ftore-houtes already fiirveyed, into any other that 
remained to be furveyM, as the CommifTary pofiefl^ 
ail power except over that mmdiattly ttndtr txananit* 
titn. It is afioniibing, that the o^ten talacy of fuch a 
meafuie, dtd not octtiTi even to the authors, as it 
could not poflibly efcape their opponents, although 
delicacy may have refirained the application by Ian* 
gU4ge to defeat it. 

The Governor ia a fubfequent minute pn the fame 
day, in reply to Mr. Whelcr and Mr. Francis, ob- 
ibnatcly per^s ia the meafurc, and fays, ** Fbat 
“ he oo^s to Mr. Wbcler’s motion, requiring two 
locfa to be continued on etch (birc, as well after 
as dmi^ the examination, f. e. the Store>kee^r*s 
** lock, and the Commtfiary’s fork, as mutual checks, 
becaulci (the Govbrdor allcdges) the motion of Mr. 
'* Whefet is made without a reference to the reafoni 
** which induced the Board tp ^ace the fuper4nccn> 
'* daocy in the fort, under the immediate charge of 
** the Commifiary of (lores ; and becaufe he (.onfmered 
y Mr* Litdus (the military Store.keeper } as in efihft 
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** a mtftf3frfer fifru, 'adi bit >3lm4ttp(ri although 
** that title be ftUI allowed him if . 

Mr, WbtUr, in anfwer to the governor’s minute, 
moved ** for the furvey of each appartmeat ftfaratefy, 
and that the military Store-keeper, and cooiaufiary of 
** fiores Ihould Jevtr«lly ent^tcun locks and keys on 
** mb appartment, as well after, as aurhg the ttetire 
** examination, agreeably to the original edabliihnicnt 
** of the two offices, t. e. That the two locks and keys 
** be kept upon each Store-room } one key to be kept 
“ by the Cotrimiflary’s Circar*, one by the mili- 
** tary Stoit-kecpcis.” 

t 

Mr. Francis concured in opinion with Mr. Whelcr, 
and added, ” that the miiiury Store-keeper was the 
** natural and official cheik over the expenditure of 
{lores by the Commiffary. That he bad uniformly 
<* dilapproved very much of removing that check, by 
depriving the mditary Store-keeper of a lock and 
key upon the ftores, as other methods might have 
** been taken to facilitate the difpaich of bufiaefs, fup- 
“ pofing the joint trull to have a cauie of fomc 
“ occaflonal delay thetein.** 

And in reply to Mr. Hadingp's fecond minute, 
Mr. Francis fays, ** that the alterhtioin in tpieftion (or- 
** dering the tempergry application of n kcono lock and 
** key) was made by the Board cS Ordinance* which 
** had not the authority to rep^ an iteration made by 
** government. That he could not agree, diat the in- 
** dulgence allowed the military Store-keeper, and to 


* B} Ctrejr it meant, a Hiiulie wiitr. 
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” the other bq|d|4}£iA(Bce*^if^ppIy a part of the ilorea 
*' in their reip^ive de^iattmenH, vanted their olIicM. 
** That if tb 0 miStary iitm-keeptr had any cmm m the 
txptHdttwt of the ftertf^ tbt tndulgtnfe wuldhavt him 
** highly impfo^tr. Hi bad none. But as the mtU^atj 
** Stori'kitper ought to have a check upon that ftrjon neho 
** has the mpendiiure of the fott% and over whom there is 
at pf^ent no eoHtrouL Tliat with rcfped to the fupply 
** of Uotet, by the heads of offices, and by the mditary 
** Store-keeper in panicoUr, it was a rocarure ftrongly 
** recommended by the Governor General himfelf, 
for feafons which did then, and t}o now af^ar 
** to him ( Mr. Francis ) to 'be foltd and uii' 
“ aniwerable.” 

A/-. WbtUrt in further reply to the Governor 
General’s fecond minute, defired, ** That chereffilatkm 
of the Board of Ordnance, the 17th June 1775, be 
entered, in order to (hew, that the refponlibility of 
iuch ftorei on^ as the Commiffiiry ihall in future 
** indent for, be intruded to him alone. Hence, he 
concluded, that (tores not indented for, and not 
** immediately in demand, were to remain m the 
arfenai, under the united charge of the CotmniiTary, 
“ and the military Store keeper. That he was con- 
itiued the refolution would go no farther, and on 
** that gtound only, would he actxdp to u. that he, 
** at the (ame lime^ maintained the propriety of his 
former ptopofttion, i. «.that all (tores, not faiUng 
under that dkfeription, be ag^o returned to the 
“ ebar^, of both offices.’* 

foe Governor General and Mr. BarweUt having 
three votes between them, carried in favor of the 
Coyernor’s motion, and the Commiflanes indepen- 
h dance. 



iuuXt tfid abfolute powb^'cr lUjrJ^'^Ordnaace and 
military ftores whatfocver. 

Proceedings at the Board of Infpedion on the 
8tfa of July 1779. Goveriur Central exprel^ 
in pointed terms, his fixed diiTantfaftton at the pre* 
tcniions of the minority in luppcvc of the military 
Storc-keeper’s right to controul the Commiffitry of 
0Ores and his determined puirofei not to fuffer, under 
any pretence, the check connitutionally eliablilhed'in 
the military Store-keeper, by the cuftody of another 
key 00 the ftoip-houre'^} in the cnuife of hts oppo- 
Ation, he advances as a new dodi c, fbat the title 
** <!f mlitary Slert'kiaperj wbtcb Mr, Uwus originally 
" hm, with the a&uat ibarge implied by it^ hut ujbieb 
” from a undtrnefi to him bat leen fuffitfed to remain^ 
**dtbon^btbe ebargc wjs removed, bat jumi^d hm 

with grounds jar various greta^ns. That in effell, 
** bt ii not the military Stort ^keepi r. The 0 i,y fill ftantial 
** eovtexioH that be has with , b it ary appointment 

of the Board is as a mtraSor for fto ei, and in that 
•* tbvaSer^ be ts the lafi ferfon in the jervice, laboia 
*Ube Beard fituJ cbup to be a check upw the 
** Cmrniffaryl* * 

1 m it be decided by any difinterefted perfon, whether 
Major Green, to whom the ftores are tlTued in bis 
milteay cap wiy, who indents for, and expends the (lores 
m ibe mdiiary ia,'aciy, and who » alfo a contraffor for, 
and o: many capital articles, is not Icfs 

t]u IiHmI 0 id I' a CommiiTary, than Mr. Livios, 
(li 1 ) > tivii c<;y^ nanieJ feivant) is to ad as a Stpre> 
kfi.pt r^ ami whvt\f the Governor's infinuations, do 
not dttcdiv tend to uuinudate Mr. livius from the 

* doe 



due exihrcift Uf tmUSInes ud daims Inherent lO, hi* 
oifKe, to avoid the chreatoeddifaiiinoflf 

Piuceedinga at the Board of InfpeAton, on the 
j^th Auguft 1779. The Gwtrvr continues tojpoN 
fue bU favorite mazioi, of j^voring hts favorites, 
ag^inft all oppoOtioo, «id by all manner of meaitt, 
wnh a vehemeott and warmth, which denounced tSf- 
mtilion and vengeance on thofe, whofe probity and ‘ 
fidelity were accidratallf tbraft as (ludlibKiig'blocka to 
obftruct the rapidity of his career. 

* 

The Governor acquaints the Board, ” That he wai 
“ this morning informed by the CommilTary of ftorcs 
*Mhu he had delivered bis nrport'to the Board of 
** Ordnance, and that Mr. Ltvius’s locks )frtf rc^ 

“ mained affixed to the 0 ore*rooms. That he, there- 
“ fore, moved, that Mr. Livm he ptrmptmly tr* 
dereii to rentm them ; and that the (ok thofl* ef 
“ the ftm-rmas he left with the Omndfeery of 


The Commander in Chief, Sir Eyre Oete, agreed to 
the Governors motion, 

PHuter referred the Board to the pofitlve in* 
juitftions contained in the general fetters of 17th June, 
1748, yth April 1773, and 7ih January, 

Oblerviog in concluuon, ** how h»p90h H will he 
**fvr w Step’keeptr to cewplj v^th their order, 
^if the widest (oefUnU this truft are deliwrei 
**fokl^ to the fhprie rf mther >, hut that ^ the 
*♦ Eowrd think ^ejper to fet afde, both the orders if .the 
** Gam of IXrelters, em the nptlur ojftial pm of 

h 1 earryii^ 




The Goverm Gentralt in tepjy, rainutes thus, 
“ whatever the Company's orders ntety prejerihe in this 
** cafe^ however necejjaiy it may that the 8tort*kttper 
*'fioaId have a jmt charge of theftores with tbe(^ 
m/JaryyJliH it would he highly mproptr upon the tre» 
**fent eceafiotit to allow it nt MohoMence to a p^five 
“ order of the Boards which firjl he repealed, lefore 
^^faeh a regUlatm can take The Governor 

again ftiles Mr. xivins, “ The eoni^ Sor of ftcres, for 
“ be fs no Store -keeper f' And in addition to his former 
raotioo, he defues, § ** that Mr. Livlus m iy he called upon 
“ <•!<«'?» io i^foftn the Board of the reafens wfy his Utks 
“ are pll upon the fiore-reoms, A td that when the Board 
**fiah have received bis anjwtr, they will then jitdie, 
“ whether be has, or hat not, hetn guilty (fa dijohedtence 
“ (f their orders,’* 

Mr, Fraacis obferved, that the militar}' Store* 
** keeper had not (in his idea) difobeyed the orders of 
“ the Board, becade it does not'appear that he could 
“ have obeyed them looner,” 

Mr, 


§ Ho« fmrely the Governor lafhes himfelf whofe difobedi* 
cncc, arid lepeiited violation of orders, let the dangerous 
example to all thebftrior fervaou i Does not the fame argument 
hold morepwvrrfully agtunft tlte violation the orders of the 
Court of Direflers, ny ^he ellabliihmcnt of the order in oueftiofli^ 
without waiting for the repeal of the original order to Leaden* 

halhftreei. ■ . 



Mt, Wbtkf SccRi^ffthat he would not juftlfy ariy 
irregularity againit the Orders of the Board. He 
finiftes a very kofiblc and fa'thful minute, in tbefe 
words, “ if, Mstht QovtiMr-Gtiitrtil fays^. Mr. IMiu 
“ is the CantreSor tf fims^ and no Sfore-ktoycr^ ly the 
feme profrie^ of argumtntf Major Grim^ ad'tnilike- 
mfi in thttbaraSer of a ContraSort bas as Uttk prskn- 
** tms to tht foU t har^o of tboproU and has as link 
T^ht to the htk of Omdpvy of forts, as Mr, Lividt 
bos to that of tutiintty 

The Govemtr-Gcntral's minute, -in ^ptember I7?9, 
in council, on the iub|e& of Mr. Be)li\ contrad for 
vidlualiing Fort Wiltiatn, gave birth to ftefli charges' 
andinftnuations againft, and inveftigations of the office 
of military Store-keeper. Although the contrail under 
coofideratioa did not bear the roou remote affini^^ or 
fimiiitude in any fenfe whatever, to the odiitary Store- 
keeper’s appointment and duty, yet the Governor 
having the onperiffiablc leed of refentment implacable 
on the one fide, and partiality on the other, towed in 
a ferule mind, levelled a mt^ illiberal, and unjull 
blow at Mr. Livius, and through him at Mr. Francis 
in thefe violent terms. ** Mr. Uvm bos an Jgrncy, 
** with ij per cent on artUlts rated by former charges of 
Conm/asies, of tourfe, greatly ahnt the teal cof," 
And in continuation, he.^ds, *' Mr. Livius is profeff- 
edlf fotriomztd by M'. Francis, who paffes his bills, 
and me or ten Lads paid to him, at eyes unacceuntej 

On this occalion Mr. Haftiogs’s Indian moderation 
abandoned him, or he wittingly yielded the truth a 
fitorifice, to convid himfdf of a fallbood; and in 
ipecial terms avowed his own infidelity, in the dif- 

charge 
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charge of the pttblie doty, io imidare, and 
deter the opponents to one of hia dedcu^ive ftvoiice 
lAeafures. He confentcd to give a comntiOion of 
per eeat on Itores, which he ingenuooily acknowledges, 
were charged by the Agent, ** grtae/ji abms the seal 
** tefi.** 1 hue admitting, that befides a very high ad^ 
j^antage upon the parthafe, the Agent was tohive 
a commidion of peromt. not upon the real coft’, 
or purchafe p ice, but upon the ml; and advance, 
conjointly. 

Mr> Frantis procured, both f ■ hhnfelf and the 
Store-kee);wr, ample fatistudion in the I'rqurJ, which 
forced Mr. Haftlngs to retrod His malignant declara- 
tion, and to minute the retca^ton upon the face of a 
public record. 

Mf. 'Frmis having been abfent for health, when 
Mr. Halting^ raihly charged him with conniving in 
Mr. Livius's me^inary peculatiom, and the pt^ej}ie» 
of large fum uneueomitdl fort He replied to tliat part 
of the (^ivetnor’s minute by letter, dated Houghly 
the ad of Oclober, 1779, thua, I he . Governor 
** General’s minute was tranfmitted to me ti»s morning. 

If rccrimittaiioo docs not imply an admiflion of the 
** Charge, it certainly is no. defence againif it. 1 

canoot allow that one abu&'. is jvllified by., aooitlier. 
** Nor am 1 bound to aofwer any oli^edionn, whether 
** valid or not, to .the Agency of ftores hcld .f)y Mr, 
** Livius.— 'I hc Governor General'and Mr. BarweU, 
** had jiiil as much concern in giving it to him, as I 
** bad.t— — If it be liable to abufe, why is it not 'tor- 
** refted f If his proB;.i have been too great, why have 
'‘they not been reduced^ Mr. Hayings and Mr. 
*’£atwcil have had abfolute power in their. bands fpc 

three 
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“ three ii laid, Mr, Lmtshu M 

*• /^n^, mtS mif erartuh rated iy femtr 
**tbar%ti #/ Contmijfdm, if twtff t^rtetl abntjht 
**real ttfi. —If the alTtition were true m terms, k 
remains to be explained, even on ttn principle of 
** pitcedous, how the giving 15 ptr cent to onr agent, 
** juibties the giving 30 for ffvi to another. MeOieurs 
** Robinfon, iUlican, and Crofti, tepuned that twenty 
** per tent per awnm, would be a realontble commiffioR 
«* to Mr. Belli. Mr. lialtings and Mr. Barweil, no* 
vcrthelefs i'.ivc him thirty.-^Wiib refped tothemili* 
«« taty Storf-Wi cperN b'lok of rates, the fad is, that 
« it wat toiiuetl by the late Colomi Dow, with theap* 
“ probjtian ot the Board of Oidnanc** } mi by ibt 
famtr char^n of tbi CmmffwitSt bat by an enquiry 
into iiic ad .at Ba.car prices of that period. Whether 
Mr. Livius gains or iofes by thefe rates, is unknown 
« to m.r} I l)clievc that occafionally he may do both, 
nor does it concern the Icrvice in quellion”. It is 
fnid, ** that Mr. Ltvius is piofefledly patronized by 
« me.” 1 lecommcndcd him to the office of militaary 
« Htoie- keeper, ai4 1 will maintain him in die juft 
*' right belonging to ir, on tbt fame prmipitt on viUtb 
“ / awfc'W »n bts p.rfvrMng fi e an he ef it. Thus 
far my p.titjnagc ot Mr. l.ivius had cxicndcd.” 

« But it is now faid, tbat / pafe htt Mis, the after. 
** tion as it ftaiids rx|>refted, may be luppoied not to 
**be a miftake. The Governor well knows that I 
” refigned the employment of Cmptrtlter ef the Offices, 
** from the end of Dettmber 17781 and that 1 have 
” repeatedly urged to him the neceflity of requefting 
*' fome other Member of the Board, to undertake it 
** frotd that peiiod. Places of inftucnce and piollts, 
’ “ are' 



arc not often fo riilinQui^pd. * If tbc ac- 
counts of the public office^ have not fince bosn ex- 
“ aniined, the Governor General, I prcfume, will 
“ aflj^n his rcafons for it to the Company. Neither 
** is it true, that I even palTed Mr. Livios’s bills 
in the fenfe plainly implied by the Governor. 
“ They were conftantly examined by Mr. Baugh and 
** his afliftant, with theutmoff ftnanefs, before they 
came to me for their final confirmation. My diary 
** is before the Court of Direftor». It was not pofli- 
ble therefore, that I could favor Mr. Li\ius, or 
“any body elfe, unlefs Mr. Baugh and 1 afted in col- 
“ iufion. I defire that be may 1. examined at the 
*♦ Board, upon his oath, and in my aWence, concerning 
“ the manner in which I exccutty my part of the exa- 
**ininationv and 1 moft earncfiiy requefi of Mr. 

. • Whcler 


* to fljcw the je-sloufy of power, and the evils confequeniia! 
tliereof, the following detail will evince. Mr. Francis, 

AMitv pf Council, had been norainated from the bcginuing, to 
examine the accounts of contraftors, agents, offices, and general 
difcurfements, and to roniroul all expenditures whatever, under 
the denomination of cmptrelicr of tht rfiett, which duty he regu- 
larly performed weekly. Sometime after the appointment and 
arrival of Mr, Wheler, whofc official duty, as youn^J) McnAcr, 
it then became, Mr. Francis then relinquiflied it at CbriAmas 
177S, and moved at the board to name the fucceiror. Hisrefigna- 
tion was received, but no fncceflor appointed. In about a month 
he renewed the motion, it was flighted. In a further timr, 
he prupofed the nomination of Mr. Wheeler, .u ypunufi 
it w-as once again negleffed. And ujwn a fourth perempioiy 
propofition to the fame effeft, it was objeded to by Mr. Haltings, 
w'ith a frank avowal, ** that it wni cmjtrrioi Uott^ulgr a ftwr in 
" an inJividuaU” and it was over-niied. In which (late the dif* 
burfements flili continue, without any controul or examiaatioii, 
not even by the whole bwd. 
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** Wkefer ft tifflbf'iffeorion in irjr beliklf to thii* oft 
** fed;, it the n«it Boaiti of Itifpeftion { will K ve 
** it to Mr. Hadings aad Mr. Barwe!!, to pot r h 
'’qoedioos to him as they think fit. It 'vould t 
** much beneath me to make any otVr repiv' to the 
'*ediKioik>n evidently irfliat to be drawn from the 
** fup|k>(ed fiifti »f m Afr. Uvius*s Mis, bat 
** that i receive it as it defer \ ^ 

Again it is sflertedi nine (Hr m tath, this 

** paid h Mr. IMtss, ar*jU thaeteantfi I dO not 
** know what the amount or- Uie Military ^tore- 
*' keeper’s dilburfements may be fihce December laflt 
** having no concern in the examination of hb ac* 
** counts. The Secretary has the monthly accounts 
*' before him, and I deftK ^ will date the amount* 
during that period, in thisplace, (by the frcrcfary if 
•< was filled up,) current Rupees 4 lacks, t $, 6 
« the Military Store-keeper’s accounts of his diflwrfe* 
“ mencs being given in to him, every month, 
“ and a balance ftruck before he rcccivcj n furrhef 
allowance for the enfuing month. It cai not tnxlp 
** be faid, that tne funu he received fincc DLcember 
'' lad, are unaccounted for. If his aecounis are not 
examined, it is not his fault. 

** Any peffbh unacqnaiated with the tranfadion of 
buiinels in the Miliury Store keeper’s office, and 
** who faw only in what circumdances, and with 
^hat apparent view, it is aflerted. that 9 or 10 Lacks 
« thus paid to Mr. Livius fince December laft.. are 
yet unaccounted for, would naturally conclude, that 
« this money was all on account of his agenry, f^r 
« the provmon of Military Stores. For if it .v re 
** not To, the comparilbn between his fuppofed profits, 

i ** and 
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Md thofe of Mr. Belli, (toTSstfhtt^ich, Mr. li- 
** viu‘>N name, and office, are manifcftly introduced) 
‘ pr iv>'s nothing, and rails to the ground. Now (he 
fadt IS, that the gieatcft part of the monthly fums 
” iflued to Mr. Livius, are advanced to him as M- 
Steii-keepsr^ mtis iigens, Outof theiehepays 
** his own office charges ly a Jixtd efiabltjhmtnt ; the 
ips^hpmisU of the Cuinmifiary's Office, with the 
«* pnee of all the articles fumifhed by Lieutenant Co- 
Jonel Oreea^ twtraSli the price of all the powder 
** furnifhed monthly, by the pmder Ceniraifor; and 
** many other contingencies. In th management of 
all thefe dilhurfernents, the Mih ary vStore-keeper 
“ pays as faft as he receives, and has no profit whatfo- 
** ever, not even that of having a fum of public money 
** for a Ihort time in his hands. It is a fadl, not un- 
" worthy of notice in %is place, that all the other 
** heads of offices receive their monthly advances, 
“ twenty days before the Military Store-keeper does, 
owing to lome dilfi'ulty of adjurtment, between 
him and the Commiflary, by which in this refpedt, 
they both fuffer.” 

** The following fcttlement, which I havedcfired the 
Secretary to fill up, will fhow what proportion the 
foregoing difburlements bear to the total amount of 
“ advance to the Military Store- keeper fince Dc* 
cember laft.’* 


I, Total 
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t. Total *^ount- advance to the StDi«^keCper, 
frons January 1779^ iacluiive 

RAP 

Current Rupees 4,42,105:7:6 

2. Amount of Military 
Store-ktcper’s office char- R A P 
gesprr eftablirtuncnt 6.899; 

9. Amouo: of money 
paid to Lirutenaot Co- 
lonel G.c-cn, for char- 
ges of office, and for 
loj^Iicr. . 16,521: . 7; 8, 

4. Amount of the 
PoweierContrador’s bills 

paid. x,24v 605:15: 9 

5. Amount of all 

other contingent charges • 
paid; 1,22, 116: 2:10 

Dilburfements, with- 
out beneheto the Store- 
keeper. 2,69, 943: i: 3 

Diffirrence being for 
fupplies by the Store- 
keeper. 1,72, 162- ,6: 3 4,42,105:7:6 


In confequence of a motion fent in circuiaiioo by 
Mr. Wheeler, at the requeft of Mr. Francis, Mr, 
Baugh attended the Council Board on the ift Novem- 
ber 1779. The Governor-General declined to put 
queftions in the mode preferibed, thinking it irregular, 
and alledging, that fo unimptrtani did he confidcr Mr. 
Francis’s laft minute, which regarded three capital of- 
fices very mioerially, ** tiat h bad not tm given it an 

i * ' inttre 
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** in^t ptrif/ttk abteugb ht bfld it hp Ww fpK fopte timeJ* 
Whereupon Mr. Wheeler, ' after expreOing the 
greeable tajik, which the Governor’s declining it, had 
put on h'lp, of aiking anfwets to fome queries from 
Ml Baugh, and then delivered the following quef- 
tions. 

^fiion ifi, V Whether it is no: your dutyi ai af- 
** !.:li,'i)t f. the Corr.ptroilei of the offices, to examine 
the monthly account- of each ofRcc, before they are 
“ feen by the Comptroller, and to furnifh him with 
** whatever lemarks may have 'occurred to you 
thereon.” 

A ifwer, P'-ppiratory to the Comptroller’s exami- 
ng the av counts of the ofn(,cs, they have always 
“ l«rr» examined by illy afTifunt, fo. far as rcfpCi^led 
‘ dr (..dculadon and add'tion *, after which, they 
“ hsvcbini touqi..ted by me with the vouchers dc- 
“ ; V red v-ith them. I have then compared fuch 
** C( ?. ges as were eftabliibed, with the fixed eitablilh- 
mmis, alfoftich charge& for ftorcs provided by con* 
“ tiafl. o by agency, with the terms of the different 
“ eny gcirents for thole fuppliesi and if upon this 
M ei^.iaai on I have difcovered any deviation from 
“ eitirr, 1 .fjve pointed them out to the Comptroller, 
*• who i;a.>- either immediately deducted the difference, 
**< or ^piied to the head of that department, whofe ac- 
** counts Acre under examination for an ex^^lana- 
« tion.” 

** Whether you have not conflantly 

** done fo i 

* From 3d O^er to ifl November, beings, f.days,. 
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Jb^w>.r. “ Yes, I have.” 

S^U'fim “ Whether you have ever obferved, 
M'.. f" ch in examining the accounts of the 
Militarv Store-keeper, or of any other of the public 
** offices, or In paffing their bills, of in any other in- 
flance whatC'er, has tavoured the Military Stoie- 
keeper, or any ether perfon, or nas ever lullered an 
** error or overcharge in his <>t dteir acooutti, to paiik 
without corred'iOB and cenfure ? 

Q\;V(rm Gmral “ I beg that Mr. Bst^h may be 
** dilpenfed front anfwering that third queftion. If 
‘t there is a neceffity rbr it, it is higlily improper, on 
many acecunts, leoiidMing the wide difference be* 
“ tween Mr. Baugh an<t Mr. brands, that he (hould be 
obliged to anfwer ro fuch a queftion. I do not rt' 
** foUt^tt what words of mm have gsven eccafion for »V, 
“ but ij I bav, made ufe of any, wbttb eithjr iirtSly lay 
Juib 4 charge to Mr. Francu*s accouutf or imply it, / 
retieli them, without acecuniing at this time, for the 
** pmner in which any fuch expr^ms may have ejeaped 
Ilf, as they a*e now insirtly out of ts^ memory. The 
ohjcii of the quejlo/i thirtjo,c is removed. 

Mr. Francii. ** I am fatisftcdi and dcfire the quef- 
** tion may ue waved. 

Qj^kn ** To what point of time, have the 
“ Mihtaiy S.orc kc p(‘r*> accounts been examined, and 
“ palTcO oy the Cuoiptrcller i 

Anfwer. ** To the end of December 1778. 

^leftkt S' I “ What is the intire amount of the fc» 
9 vc«al monthly Turns iffiued to him from the treafu* 
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ry, for the di/burfemcnts of his .office, including 
“ his agency fincc December, 1778, to the end of Seo- 
“ lerabcr laft.” 

Anfuocr, “ The advances made to the Military Store- 
keeper from the Treafury, between the ift of Janu- 
“ ary, and 50th of September, 1779, amount to, 
current Rupees, 4,24,000, but in this fufti, is not 
“ included, his advance on account of September, bc- 
** ing 42,000 Rupees, becaufe it did not pafs the 
“ Board in time to be iflTued during that month. The 
“ ordrr on the Treafurer was not figned ’till the 30th 
“ of September } and I obferve by ne eftimate of the 
“ Store-keeper’s dilburfements for Oftober, that the a- 
mount was not received ’till the 6th of the laft mcn- 
“ tioned month. In Mr. Francis minute of the 2d. 
« Otftober, the amount of the advances iflbed to the 
“ Military Store-keeper to the end of Augull. Is ftated 
“ by me at current Rupees, 4,42,105:7:6, but it is 
“ proper 10 remark, that in this fum is included the 
monthly payments made to him by Mr. Robert 
“ Stuart, on account of the new jwwcler works, and 
*• his receipts for ready money falts.” 

6 tb, “ Has the Military Store-keeper dtli- 
“ vered in his monthly accounts regularly to the 
“ Comptroller’s office, fincc December iafl ? 

Anfx'tr, “ Yes, to the end of September. 

Governor General “ I defirc to put the two follow- 
“ ing queftions to Mi . BaOgh.” 

\jl. “ Have Mr. Livius’s accounts ever appeared 
t* before the Board } 

id, Whatf 
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li, Whaf.is the amount of Mr. Litnus*s receipts 
and diiburfements, from the time he hrft had charge 
of the prefcnt o^e, to the date of my minute ia 
“ September ? 

** If Mr. Baugh cannot anfwer the laft of thefe quefti 
** onsfiom hhown official knowledge, 1 defire him 
to c^tain proper official information to compleat bis 
“ anfwer. 

Jnfwr totbe Gmemot^s \ji 

** They never have appeared before the Board. It 
was not the intent of the regulation, conftitoting the 
Comptroller’s office, that tMy Ih'ould be laid before 
” the Board,” 

* Ditto to tbe !(/. 

** Not having the neccITary materials in my pofleffion 
for furniihing the account required by the Governor- 
General, 1 applied for it to the Military Store* 
“ keeper, and beg leave to lay before the Board, the 
following Abftrad, which I have in confcquence 
♦* received from him, of his receipts and difburfements, 
« from April, 1775, to September, 1779, inclufivc,** 

“ The receipts amounting to, current RU' 
pees, - ‘ 23,16,074:13:3 

“ The difburfments, to - - a3»ib»78?: >-3 


“ Balance advanced by, and due 
to the Store keeper,* 


« Mr. 


• This balance of 708 Rupees and 4 Annas in fayour of the 
Military Store-keeper, differs materially from Mr. Haflings’s 
charge of his having nine or ten lacks of Rupees in his hands, 
unaccounted f9r. 


% 
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** Mr. Livius w*l appoimed to the office 6f Mi- 
** litary Store- keper, on the 2©th ot March, 1775, 
** and the Gofcrnor’s Minute is dated in September, 
“ * 779 - 

** I think it proper to acquaint the Board, that my 
** application for this account, would have been matte 
** to the Accomptant General, and not to the Military 

Store- keeper, couhl the fotmer have finilhed itcom- 
“ plete. But the General Books, bcina; balanced only 
“ to the 30th of Apiil, 1778, it couK’ not have been 

prepared from them to a perw, ju.deq-ucnt to that 
** time. I believe aifo, t! at tic Kntiics in the Ge- 
*‘neral Rooks, areaeijufted fiom tiie Abftraftsofthc 
“ receipts and dilbjr' fPrnt'. lupplicd to the Accomp- 
** tant-GefiCral, by the b- «djot‘ he difiercnt Offices.’’ 

To Ihcw, as well the lunh of the fafts alledged in 
thcii df.cpCft coiours, a.- their -^angetous confcqutnces* 
throughoui the deliberate t-at.i of abules : "Two recent 
traniuctioiis carry an alpeft, which unite the links to 
rentiet the i ham of r .(ttnndances, as conviftive, as it is 
confident wuh moial y. bahility to obtain, until time, 
in I'f cot' fc ot hi-^ u volutions, lhall devclope, ihofe 
myiici'ts, whkn are y*'t obiured from general know- 
ledge, and only conadurd hi mutual confidence to 
tl'.c principal pctrorrsiers. 

Wh^n a lutvey was made of thi ftores in the 
granit irieaal :<nd burc-rcoius lall year, amongfi many, 
a deficit nc) ..ppe red, ot 21,979 ftands of arms, 
am) 40,047 -i.yoricts, the chief part of which, ftood 
bn the St: re keeper's books, as and and 

as fttviuMt, — As there appeared 6ut from ten, to 
eleven thuufaod (lands in the grand magazine^ where 

the 
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the Comp;y)y intended that there (hould never be lef^ 
than fony*thoufand, which number, they imagined 
were then aAually in (lore ; a number fcarce adequate 
to the troops entertained by the Prefidency of Bengal 
alone;-— -So alarming a deficiency, at fo critical a 
period, when ail India as well as Europe were in 
motion, apparently with hodile deligns againlt Britain, 
it could not fail to excite fuch an aflorfiThrUent, as 
produced an enquiry} when it appeared that without 
the leave of the Board of Infpedion or the Board of 
Ordnance, an<l without the concurrence or knowledge 
of the military Store-keeper, thofe arms were fent by 
the CommilTary of ftorcs to the' pulalic Vendue office, 
in order to be fold by public o«it-cry. After having 
lain many months "in a damp cellar, where they muK 
have contrafted a fufficient degree td ruft, to render the 
bed and higheftpolilhedarms in the rower of London, 
unlcrviccablc v upon a furvry, by the military Store- 
keeper, he founa them to h« finprize, in the good 
condition (noTwithftanding the humid air and total neg- 
lect of I hem for fo long a timei which he rejirefenied in 
a letter, written officially, but tenderly, to the Board 
of Ordnance, of which the following is a literal ab- 
flraft. 

” November 27, 1779. I beg leave further to fub* 
“ mit another obfervation to tba Board, that the 
“ 21,979 Band of arms, and 40,047 bayonets, ap- 
“ peared on the furvey not to have been in fo bad a 

Bate as 1 had at Brft apprehended ■, the militia were 
♦< fincc fupplied from them, and in my opinion, many 
** more may be made fit forfervice, as there is an 
“ Ufsmm in this department fat remrir^ them. If tc 
** were the pleafure of the Board, 1 would recommend 
in it 10 them to appoint three or four military gentle- 
k men 
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" men of the Ordnance department, or other mili* 
tiry officers, high in ftarion, to review them, be- 
h)re they are expoied to falc, as I would nbt thufe to 
** take upon myfelf to condemn fo large a quantity of 
“ valuable arms, from my own obferiation. At all 
“ events the opinion of competent judges, can be h.td 
“ at this ti ;.e at the prelidcncy ; [ could even wilh 
the final orders regard' ng them were fubmi;tcd to 
“ the Governor and Council, foma of the anm f.aidin;^ 
upon the keks of this department as tmpleat and nev'. 
“ Mother reafon ■'vkch ittJnc. s me to remum tiJ this to 
** the attention of the Btrsrd, ts, the co .JiJ/ e.'ion that 
'•* there arc onh’ to or ti,ooo fervi aiiU arnu tn the 
“ graTid magazinet and that 40,000, avto; keu al:v ys 
** deemed the proper ahd n c ffary ejlii'd:Jb hcnt in Jiore, 
'*Jerthe difence of Bengal on emergency." 

A deficieniy of 3503 cartouch-boxes, whi. h the 
StorC'kecper was commanded to ar/fi? off in his books, 
as if regularly expended on krvite, together with his 
rcfufal 10 comply, originated the fortunate idea of a 
general furvey, and that it Ihould be continued an- 
nually. 

Previous to the fecond annua! furvey, January 5th, 
17S0, in corifequincc of an order from the Board of 
Infpci?lion to the Board of Ordnance, two que (lions 
were lent in circulation to the mciubcis of the la ter 
Bo.ard, reviving the conrroverfy concerning the ad- 
ditional lock .and key cf the S ore-keeper on each fc- 
perate (lore-room, while that particular room was un- 
der examination, and inlhntly when it*s conten'S were 
furveyed, the Store-keeper’s lock and key to be taken 
off, and left in the Ible charge of the Commilfary. 
Whether this be adopted as a (landing regulation, 

“ with 
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with rcfffed to all future furvcy? ? Ami whether 
** it (hall extend to the iurveys of all fubordinaie 
»* magazines V' 

Colonel Watfon, in a minute annexed, feemed to 
have ridiculed the whole proceeding, haviijg ohferved 
(doubtlel's) ironically, “ 7 hat be did net ufidtrfland ftr 
“ wbai reafon the order toas given, as he was 0 / tfiiden 
“ that the Ijcutenant C Imt Green cnlj, can be made 
“ aitlujsruhlr for dtfictenctes, tn future, the Store-keefer 
“ being noirJfiM only." 

Mr. Wilder ma'prained his original principle on the 
fubject ; faid, That a Store keeper without his key, 
“ is a rontradidion in terms, and that he will venture 
“ to affirm, is not to be met with in any other fervice 
“ than this ; therefore, he moved that the military 
“ Score-keeper’s key, be not only affixed to each 
“ apartment, during the furvey, but that it do like- 
“ wile continue affixed to the fame, when the furvey 
“ of the I’torcs lhall be compleased ; by which means 
“ the Store-keeper will become aniwerable with the 

ComrailTary, for the property committed to their 
“ charge.” 

Mr. Francis concurred with Mr. Whedcr-, and Mr. 
Livius added lix conftitutional, and indeed iiicon- 
trovertablc reafons to I'upport his concurring opinion. 

A circumftance which belongs more properly to 
another place, is ncverthelefs obtruded now, by the 
conneftion it holds with the fubjeft under cenfure, as a 
ftrong corroborating evidence of the dangerous views 
of ihfi chief adminiilration in India. 

k z At s 
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At a time wlicn the Company’s rtrritories were 
thrcatnccl with foes and invdion, internal and external; 
at a time when their arlenais were al roll empty; and at 
a time when ceconcmy was effcr.tial to prcfervc their 
credit, even in India, did they expend 57,000 Rupees 
in the kentledge of the Royal Charlotte,* and that 
kentledge ctinfilied in military and Ordnance llorcs 
fronj'thc affenals, ainongft which were 5859 new niuf- 
ket barrels, altliough there were not double t ,e num- 
ber remaining in the grand magazine tf To prove that 
thclc were lent on board without authority fro n any 
perfon ronditutu nally ciualified to order >t : A re- 
ference to the letters from the Co iicil to the military 
Store keeper, wilt yield ample latisf,idion ■, of which tlw 
following are true copies. , 

CimiUChamber^ iithjMuaryt lySo. 

To Mr, George Livius, Military Store-kcepfr. 

“ Sir, 

“ It appearing from the books of the Ordnance 
“ department, that 5859 Sfrvutablt mulkct barrels 
“ have been lent on board the Ihip, Royal Charlotte, 
“ to ferve as ktiitledge. 1 am diicdUd by the Honorable 

the 


* The Rcfolution was at the fame time balafled with Ba« 
hlorc pig iron, of the value of 21,000 rupees, by immediate 
purchafc with ready money. 


f Wliy did they not fend, as kentledge, the irreparahk arras in 
the Vendue uflfice ? Bm that would nut ar- ‘he intended end. 
The liidiin powers, at enmity w.!h iht\' aipany, wanted £u« 
\ fojieau ^rms, and *liey hid their agents .u Calcuiia. And arms 
\if^2irtdy .mght be the Company high coufitiy prices, 
ychough bought for a mere trifle at public aui^tion. 
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the Go^rWljeneral and CouncU, toallupm ytm^ 
“ Pijjian yo^ mjm for haoing delivtrtJ fucb niujktts 
‘‘ fr ibiprpe,'{ of kntledgt ; and to imorm the Board* 
‘‘ whether -ail or any part of them have been delivered 
“ batty, into ftorc” 

I, am Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient fervanr. 

(Signed) “ J. P. Auriol, Secretary.” 

. In anfwcr, Mr. Livins lays before the Board a detail 
of t'aiMs, c. "'•ilifiit with, the ftatioo to which be was rc~ 
d'ced^ and a icafonabte rebuke for the inconfident ap* 
plication for '.nformation, to a Stor?-kieper * whom 
that Board has ixliberately Urippedof th' prerogatives 
of hi*. uiRce, av their application, according to their 
own regulations ihould have been fekfy direfttd to 
Colonel (nccis the Commiflary of Stores, and the «/• 
fetittai btorc' keeper. 

Fcrt-fViliiamt January^ 1780, 
” To J. P. Auriol, Efquirc, Secretary,'’ 

“ Sir, I have received your letter of yefterday's dat- 
I •eceivcd no order from the Board of Ordnance, 
ifTue the 5859 f.TviceabIc mufket barrels, -which r- 
inform wc, were fent on board the (hip Royal C.ts 
lofc ; ji( r does the Ordnance department (by po in 
orders i 'Om the Governor General .and Council Aieir 
‘he OuImhlc fianding r^ulatiem) KTue any /<«/jio(c 
dent of the Stere-keeper. It isther^orcoutofinj and 
(0 a:i’.,’n n akms, (for -which you called upontii by 
ha< I'.g delivered inch muiket barrels for theripiain* 
of kentledge j they vot>e i§ued without my ky and 
In icply to your fccond requifition, whethe 
have bMn delivered back into ftore, I do 
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« honor to indbfe a copy of thft indent^ of (lores u*- 
** turned from the Maftrr Attendant, this dsy^ which 
** are all that I have any account of. 

“ I am, Stf, 

** Your moil obedirncl^rvant. 
(Signed) ** G. Livius, M. S. K. 

Livu« that day received from Mr. John fetrie, 
adliof? Marine Paymaftrr, the letter which U rdFrrred 
to in the above aniwer to Mr. Secretary Audol, m 

A 

To George Livius, EfijuitJ M.>S. K. 

” Sir, 

“ You will jplcafe to order to be received into the 
** honourable Company’s arfenal, the following iron 
kentledge, which rmm on leari the Jf^'p RoyaiCsat’ 

“ kttt and RtJtltdiOH.'* 

On board thee Royal Charlotte. 

** Mulkct hatrela, forvicMlk 
** Uiiio, - • unjt vktahle 

** Ordnann »ron gnus, f/rva, 

Countiy iron fiiot,' lervuoahUt 
“ IJnto, ui jcnwakltt 
•* Sonic pig iron. 

. “ 0.1 boaul the Rcfolutioo. 

“ A qumiity of fmalliron kentledge. 

« I am. Sir, 

** Your moft obedient femmt, 

‘‘ Marine Pay*oifice (fened) J. Pe«ie, A, M. P, H 

apth jiNary, lyfitlf 
This 


* TheRwal Chattotte was Wd«P en the arftof the piecedbi 
Aneuft, and Icmceatde •**»• eentiand onlsoatd. Thentwipis 

s&eahAcepyoftHiadant, bywhiclutwas onpually recetVedon 
hhsdi fiom the marine department. 


5859 I 

ho63 J 


iijpza 

44 

73»3 



( *48 ) 


is fo diftinft, that it needs no com* 
ment, bnN^^iV is prelumable, ihit/ttviceahk muiket 
barrels, (towca as kentledge in a (hip’s hold, froth July, * 
to Fcbtiiary, 1780, niuft have been rendered 
mjjfiiiceabU \ and ^hat m all probability, they, and 
the dthcr ftorcs, would have leoiaincd on board, with- 
out thought or care, and be fold* with the (hips, had 
not the matter been happily fuggefled to a member of 
Council, who, until then, was a (hanger to the '{titole 
clandeft^e nwnattement and abuie. 

Under fuch perplexwg and injurious predicaments, 
with a deliberate dclign, ojrcn to the licenced rapacity 
of ftlrh as conceive upon a fixed principle of fdlth, 
which is becoihr proverbi.(l in that fcttlcincnt, that no 
plunder or pe' uUtion from the Company is di(honcft 
or ttnjuij,' 4 iid that no action can be ofTcniiveor crimi- 
nal, while the actors are favoured by a. majority of Go- 
vernment) IS nut only the Company's property expofed, 
bat the verv fafeiy and exiftence of their poffelfions 
anS trade, (lakcd, to humour the tfcapricc of tome 
principal fervants, and to enrich thcmfelves and their 
partizans, in Brngal. It is ihcrciorc incumbent upon 
the Directors, as a diihnguifliing prouf ot fidelity to 
their conftituenis, and loyalty to their country, either 
to enforce their orders, «nd affert their- legal auchoiity, 
with manly (pirir, or to fink under th^ Influence of cor- 
ruption, and yield up their mock-power to the minillcrs 
of their own creation abroad ; taking fpecial care, i;t 
order to be confluent throughout, to iiiimil's from their 
fervice, as unworthy of />ublic' confidence, thole, whole 
privett virtues, -have dared to be pt'Jkkly honeft, and 
who, with becoming deference; have endeavoured by 
indefatigable affidtiity and unremitting pains, ,ipjaIo-* 
tain the authority of the Compltiy, and tbe d^ity and 
honor of the Bririlh nation in Hi> dpflan. 


f I N I S, 









